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We are large enough to serve you, small enough to know you!
Our caring and experienced teachers are dedicated to our students and inspire a love of Torah, Israel,
Shabbat, Holidays, T’filot, Ritual, Jewish ethics and values.
SMALLER CLASS SIZE (MORE INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION) l NO PREVIOUS JEWISH EDUCATION REQUIREMENT
TORAH SERVICE DURING RELIGIOUS SCHOOL l JEWISH MUSIC, CHILDREN’S GAN YELADIM CHOIR, ALL AGES
PARTICIPATION IN HOLIDAYS, SERVICES, PURIMSHPIEL l BAR & BAT MITZVAH PREPARATION & TROPE
ISRAEL ORIENTATION l SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE & MITZVAH PROJECTS l HIGH HOLY DAYS SHOFAR CORPS
MONTHLY CHILDREN’S SHABBAT SERVICE FOR AGES 9 AND YOUNGER l CONFIRMATION CLASS (POST B’NEI MITZVAH)

Cantor Marie Betcher, ACC

Invested by Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion–School of Sacred Music

Congregaton Shir Ami Religious School
Serving North Austin & Williamson County
held at 3511 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park
For information, please contact:
Cantor Betcher (Cantoree@austin.rr.com or 585-2895) or
Beth Rogalski, Religious School Vice President (rogalskib@yahoo.com)
Forms may be found at www.shir-ami.org. Email us: membership@shir-ami.org. Phone: 1-877-715-1413 Toll Free
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HUGE STOREWIDE SALE!
Save up to 46% on
Guitars • Basses • Drums
Keyboards • Pianos • Accessories

Throughout the Store!

BACK TO SCHOOL

BAND & ORCHESTRA HEADQUARTERS
When it comes to starting beginners, Strait Music
Company has the know-how and experience to
start your child out correctly. We’ve been doing
it for 46 years!

6 Months No Interest!

Rental/Purchase

(with unlimited return privilege and
insurance/maintenance coverage)

from

25

$

& up

We purchased the entire inventory of
a large Houston music store. We have
band and orchestra instruments that
must be sold for pennies on the dollar.

SOUTHWEST
2428 W. Ben White at S. Lamar

476-6927

NORTHWEST
13945 Hwy 183 N. AT 620

918-3743

Open weekdays ‘til 7:00; Saturdays ‘til 5:30

www.straitmusic.com
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Choosing the right school for your child

B

By Andrea Abel
Special to The Jewish Outlook

ack in the day, there
was one school to
choose from whether
it was a one-room
schoolhouse, P.S. 87 or the neighborhood yeshiva. And, that was if
you were lucky to have a school.
Nowadays, choosing the right
school for your child may seem like
an overwhelming task with too many
possibilities. There are public neighborhood schools, magnet schools,
independent schools with a secular
or non-secular focus, and charter
schools, as well as homeschooling.
The Jewish Outlook spoke with local education experts, school administrators and home school parents to
get their perspective on the decisionmaking process. Some offered specific criteria about the school search,
and others had a few thought-provoking questions for parents to ask
themselves about their child as they
try to decide on a school.
All agreed that parents should
start by asking themselves what it is
that they want for their children. It’s
fairly easy to agree that we all want
our kids to be happy, stimulated and
excited about learning. Beyond that,
differences emerge. Some parents
want their children to be with a particular peer group. Others desire a
neighborhood school. While still others seek out a specific academic emphasis. A fairly common theme that
surfaced in the interviews was the
importance for both parents and kids
to acknowledge that no educational
setting is perfect — but, then, little in
life is. That, in and of itself, has important learning opportunities to it.
The Austin Jewish Academy’s
Head of School Bernice Tabak
Kirzner and Jeni Tubbs, director
of general studies, offered a list of
qualities that parents might seek
in a school for their children. The
Academy is a Jewish community
day school that offers students in
kindergarten through eighth grade
academically challenging secular
education based on national curriculum standards and a faith-based curriculum focused on Jewish values,
identity and culture.
Tubbs and Tabak Kirzner recommend looking for:
• Teachers that develop a real personal connection with students.
• A safe and secure environment.
• A school that offers a variety of
learning experiences sensitive to the
individual needs of your child.
• A focus on technology as a tool
for learning to prepare students for
the future.
• Teachers that encourage students
to question and foster critical thinking.
• Integration between curricular
components for more meaningful
learning.
• A learning environment that rec-

ognizes each child’s strengths.
“Look for schools that engage
with the larger community,” Tabak
Kirzner said. “We do things with
‘The J,’ we do things with the preschool, we do things with the seniors, we do community service, we
do things with UT, we do things with
mentors from the corporate world.”
Tubbs acknowledged that parents
also need support sometime.
“It’s also important to look for
schools that provide learning opportunities for parents,” she advised.
But, after all the research, Bob
Kirkpatrick, head of school for St.
Stephen’s Episcopal School (grades
6-12), tells parents, “I always say
trust your gut. Don’t so objectify this
process that you don’t take into account the intangibles. What are the
kids like? What is the atmosphere
like? Core values of the institution
— are they the kinds of values that
you teach at home? They almost fall
into the heading of the intuitive that
ultimately play a major role. You’ve
done great research, but trust your
intuition.”
To best understand both the tangible and intangibles, Kirkpatrick
recommended seeking out schools
that open up many different opportunities for potential students and their
families to interact with teachers,
current students, classroom situations and alums.
Also, he said, the decision-making
process changes with the age of the
child. For younger elementary school
children, he said, parents should
recognize that they are ultimately
responsible for making the best decision for their children. As kids get to
the older grades, however, the students themselves need to be prepared
to make the choice and live with it.
“I’ve always appreciated and respected parents who take the stand
that they (their children) need to give
this choice a chance. Sometimes
we’re too quick to move when in
fact you do need to give them time,”
he said. “There’s highs and lows.”
ary Ramberg, Magnet Program director at Kealing
Middle School in Austin Independent School District, cautioned,
“Having all this choice of schools is
very nice, but it sometimes causes us
to be looking externally for a perfect
setting rather than at what we’re doing with where we are.”
“I don’t think there is one right
school for kids. Any school works;
it’s what the kid makes of it. With
the caveat, that it can’t turn kids off
to learning,” she said, “The most
extraordinary kids can come out of
ordinary schools and the most ordinary kids can come out of extraordinary schools.”
Looking outside of a traditional
classroom setting also is an option
for some parents.
Parents Malka Dubrawsky and

M

Robert Trent decided to homeschool
their oldest daughter, Sarah, when
she was in fourth grade.
Dubrawsky, who since has homeschooled their three daughters
devising a curriculum with a Jewish
focus, frankly pointed out, “Whatever choice you make — whether
you choose to send your child to
public, private or home school —
there is no perfection. No situation is
absolutely perfect. You are not going
to pull your kid out of school and it’s
going to be heaven on earth. It took
about a year. It was actually quite
the transition. Sarah had to see me as
her teacher and as her mom.”
n making the decision, Dubrawsky,
a textile artist, raised these points:
• “Do I want to be around my kids
all the time? This is a valid question.
This doesn’t make you a bad parent. Some people need more private
time. That’s the No. 1 question, and
you have to answer it honestly. Even
if you love being around your kids,
there are going to be times when you
want to lock yourself in the bathroom.”
• “Do I trust myself? You might
make a mistake along the way. You
will make a mistake along the way.”
The key is how you handle it. You
have to be willing to own up to mistakes and make changes, whether
it’s in curriculum or teaching style.
Above all, Dubrawsky said, “flexibility is important.”
With regard to curriculum, she
noted, “There is almost an overwhelming amount of curriculum out
there. There are secular resources
and there are plenty of them. There
are plenty more than when I started
with Sarah when she was in fourth
grade. But you do have to be aware,
especially as a Jewish parent, that
some of the resources are great and
some of them are teaching with a
Christian slant.”
Dubrawsky also found numerous
educational resources to support
her efforts to integrate Hebrew language and Jewish history and culture
alongside other core subject areas.
“The thing that has changed for us
in the past few years,” she said, “is
that we’ve gone from a schedule and
curriculum that I’ve put together to
basically an online school.”
Another element for parents to
consider is time management.
Dubrawsky pointed out that as the
child gets older, a larger responsibility is placed on the student for managing one’s own time. For students
that need more structure, a classroom setting might become a better
option, whereas homeschooling
might remain the preferred choice
for students with stronger time management skills.
Their middle daughter, Rachel,
now attends McCallum High School,
while Dubrawsky continues to homeschool Sarah and their youngest

I

daughter, Abi.
Dawn Forman, a handywoman
and subcontractor, has homeschooled all her four children at different times in their lives.
“The most important question
would be, ‘Is this the best option for
our child/ren and our family?’ The
next would be, ‘Where do I turn for
support, ideas and help?’ ” Forman
emphasized.
“Austin Area Homeschoolers is
a wonderful resource that is not
religiously affiliated and has from
‘un-schoolers’ to nine-year-old calculus students,” Forman said. “They
offer a huge variety of opportunities to learn through chess clubs,
math clubs, science clubs, robotics,
drama, park days, social groups for
all ages and areas of town, dances,
graduation and much, much more.”
She spoke to the transition from
home school to public school and
the stereotypes of homeschooling
that they have encountered.
“Any transition issues we encountered were minor. Some teachers who learned that they had been
homeschooling were very upfront
with their opinions that homeschooling was not schooling at all, while
many others were welcoming and
appreciative of the kids enthusiasm for learning and ease at which
they communicated with all ages,”
Forman said.
nrolling in elementary and
middle school was very easy,
but enrolling in high school after homeschooling through middle school
or into high school was a more difficult process,” she said, due to difficulty in transferring credits.
Forman observed, “I think another
transition from homeschooling to
public schooling was that my children unfortunately had less time
together. As an observer to how they
connected before going to public
school, I can honestly say they were
much closer as siblings when they
were homeschooling. Alas, we cannot always be together, but the time
they spent learning together was not
only educational, it was a wonderful foundation many siblings do not
have the opportunity to develop and
nurture.”
The issue of socialization always
comes up, to which Forman responded that she believes that homeschooling offers a broad variety of
positive opportunities for multi-age
interaction.
In the end, Ramberg emphasized
that, no matter the educational setting, “It’s what kids make of it when
they go through the experience. It
won’t be all good, all the time. Nothing ever is. But there is a lot to be
learned from what’s not so good.”
———
Andrea Abel is a regular contributor to The Jewish Outlook. Contact
her at andreaabel@sbcglobal.net.
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“Look for
schools that
engage with
the larger
community.”
— Bernice
Tabak Kirzner,
Head of School,
Austin Jewish
Academy
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“Trust your
gut. Don’t so
objectify this
process that
you don’t
take into
account the
intangibles.”
— Bob
Kirkpatrick,
Head of School,
St. Stephen’s
Episcopal School
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“I don’t think
there is one
right school
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Standardized tests: What’s the point of it?

T

By Andrea Abel
Special to The Jewish Outlook

est taking. The mere mention
can give us butterflies in our
tummies. In public schools,
the amount of time spent taking standardized tests seems to have increased markedly in the past few decades.
Why do students need to take standardized tests? What tests are given in public
and private schools? How does House Bill
3 — education legislation passed this year
during the 81st Session of the Texas Legislature and effective June 19, upon Gov.
Rick Perry’s signing the measure — affect
standardized test taking for Texas public
school kids? For answers to these questions and more, read on.
Why do we administer standardized
tests in the first place?
Austin Independent School District’s
director of systemwide testing, Mark
Billingsley, explained, “Standardized tests
are designed to provide a comprehensive
assessment of student progress in major
content areas. They are administered and
scored in a uniform and consistent manner. The questions, conditions for administering, scoring procedures, and interpretations are consistent for all testers.”
In other words, these tests are meant to
create a level playing field by which to
compare student progress or achievement.
TAKS™, or the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills, is the big daddy of
year-end standardized tests for Texas public
school kids and has been around since 2003.
The test covers the four core subject areas
— math, reading/writing, science and social
studies — at different grade levels beginning in third grade and is the only required
state test, said a spokesperson for the Texas
Education Agency, DeEtta Culbertson.
Some private schools do contract with
TEA to administer the TAKS test to their
students, Culbertson noted. (To confound
matters, TAKS should not be confused with
the similar acronym TEKS, which stands
for Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills,
a specific set of skills for each content area
that the TAKS was devised to measure.)
In past years, students were required to
pass the TAKS in grades 3, 5 and 8 to move
up to the next grade. Culbertson noted that
components of HB 3 now allow promotion
from third to fourth grade to be based on a
variety of factors instead of solely on the
TAKS test. A student who fails the reading
or math TAKS test in grades 5 or 8 may
be promoted but beginning in the 2009-10
school year “must complete the required
accelerated instruction as a condition of
promotion,” according to an overview of
the Legislature’s HB 3 provided by TEA.
How much time a school spends preparing to take the TAKS test may depend on
the school’s prior performance on the test.
Schools whose performance has been low
are under considerable pressure to raise
scores or risk sanctions. As incentives to improve performance, teachers may be offered
financial remuneration and some schools
hold pep rallies before the test and promise
parties, prizes and other rewards for passing
or commended performance on the TAKS.
Some aspects of HB 3 were being worked
out at press time. Culbertson suggested

TAKS tests by grade level
Grade

TAKS tests (in English)

3

Math

Reading

4

Math

Reading

5

Math

Reading		

6

Math

Reading

7

Math

Reading

Writing
Science

Writing

8

Math

Reading		

9

Math

Reading

Science

Social Studies

10

Math

English and Language Arts

Science

Social Studies

Exit Level

Math

English and Language Arts

Science

Social Studies

Source: Texas Education Agency (www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3693&menu_id3=793)

referring to the TEA Student Assessment
Division’s Web site for up-to-date information on state testing standards: www.tea.
state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3534&menu_
id3=793. For testing dates in particular
school districts, check each district’s Web
site for a testing calendar.
Central Texas school districts such as
Austin ISD and Round Rock Independent
School District also administer benchmark tests throughout the school year. The
Benchmark is meant to assess how much of
the year’s content a student has mastered.
Each school district will develop benchmark
tests based on the district’s curriculum. In
Austin ISD, the test may be administered at
the beginning, middle and end of the year.
Round Rock ISD tests different subject areas at different times throughout the year.
Some tests, such as the TAKS and
Benchmark, measure an individual student’s growth and development, while
other tests provide a national snapshot on
overall educational performance. According to TEA’s Web site, the National Assessment of Educational Progress, a program of the U.S. Department of Education,
“is the only nationally representative and
continuing assessment of what America’s
students know and can do in reading,
mathematics and many other academic
subjects. (It) provides information on state
and national student achievement, and how
that achievement has changed over time.”
Texas public schools administer the
NAEP for state assessment purposes at
fourth and eighth grades, while national
assessments happen at grades 4, 8 and 12,
TEA’s Culbertson said. More information
about NAEP can be found on the TEA or
U.S. Department of Education’s Web sites
(ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/
resources/naep/naep.html or nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/about/).
Standardized testing in private schools
is a different story. Parents of privateschooled and homeschooled children often
cite the amount of time spent in public
schools on test taking as one of the reasons behind their decision to choose other
learning environments for their children.
That does not mean that private schools
do not administer standardized tests. The
Austin Jewish Academy for grades 5-8
and St. Stephen’s Episcopal School for all
grade levels require an entrance exam.

Bob Kirkpatrick, head of school at St.
Stephen’s, said, “We give the ISEE (Independent School Entrance Exam) as an
entrance exam.”
International students may not have access to test-taking opportunities for the
ISEE. For that reason, St. Stephen’s also
accepts the SSAT (Secondary School Aptitude Test) as an entrance exam. The ISEE
is a three-hour exam given for students
entering grades 5-12.
The Austin Jewish Academy also uses
the ISEE for grades 5-8.
Kirkpatrick said, “Entrance exams are
important for a school like ours because
we get kids from such different backgrounds. You get an appreciation of the
range of scores and their probability of
success. With schools that we know well,
entrance exams count for less because we
have such a good predictive validity about
the information that we know about the
school. In cases where we get kids from
schools that we don’t know, we need some
sort of common denominator. Entrance
exams also help when we have a highly
competitive pool and we’re splitting hairs.
In those cases, it gives us something ob-

jective to work with.”
As for other testing, each spring the
Austin Jewish Academy administers the
ITBS (Iowa Tests of Basic Skills).
Jeni Tubbs, director of general studies at
the Academy, said, “ITBS is a nationally
norm-referenced test, which means that
it’s given to students all over the country.
Scores for AJA students are based on national outcomes. We don’t do any practice
for the test. The week before, we do teach
the younger kids how to ‘bubble in’ (the
test forms). We believe with good teaching
that kids will be good at any test they take.”
Results from the test are used to measure individual students’ growth and areas
where the student might be weak. Students are tracked from year to year. Tubbs
said that they also look at overall school
ITBS results that might be used to make
improvements in the Academy’s curriculum. The Academy also gives students the
released TAKS test at the beginning and
the end of the year.
“We do reading and math for all the
grades (beginning in third) and science
and social studies when they test in other
schools,” Tubbs said.
“We believe in ongoing assessments
throughout the year,” she said. “Teachers are constantly assessing every day,
not just based on a standardized test or a
chapter test. We really believe in ongoing
assessment rather than looking at once or
twice a year big testing.”
Ongoing assessment may be based on a
particular project completed by a student,
teacher observation in the classroom, or interaction between the student and teacher.
The Academy’s head of school, Bernice
Tabak Kirzner, added, “We do use standardized tests. We don’t focus on it. We
don’t spend a lot of time on it. We just use
it. In spite of not focusing on it, our kids
do extremely well.”
———
Andrea Abel is a regular contributor to
The Jewish Outlook. Contact her at
andreaabel@sbcglobal.net.
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Enrolling Now
• Pre-K through 5th Grade
• Secular & Multicultural Private School
• Small Trilingual Classes
• Native Speaking Teachers
• Rigorous Academic Experience Following
American and European Curriculum

French • Spanish • English
www.AustinInternationalSchool.org
512.331.7806 l 12001 Oak Knoll Drive l Austin, TX 78759
Accredited by the NAEYC & the French Ministry of Education
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Hosts sought for exchange students

H

ome placements are being sought
for foreign exchange students in
high school.
United Studies International, a nonprofit program approved by the U.S.
Department of State to help improve
the U.S. image overseas while introducing Americans to foreign cultures,
is accepting applications for people to
host students age 15-18 from Finland,
Spain, Montenegro, China, Colombia,
Germany, Brazil, South Korea, Turkey,
Thailand and Poland.
The students, officials said, speak
English, take their studies seriously,

and have their own spending money
and health insurance. Many play a sport
and/or excel in music or art. The teenagers will be in the United States for
five or 10 months while attending a local high school.
Hosts may be single, married (with or
without children), retired or not. They
are asked only to provide room and
board and to take an interest in their
student’s well-being.
For more information or to start an
application, visit the Web site www.
unitedstudies.org, or call Richard at
442-0379 or Kelly at (800) 869-8585.

Austin ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 — Staffdevelopment/
planning and prep
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Oct. 2 — First six-weeks period
ends
Oct. 5 — Second six-weeks
period begins
Oct. 16 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 19 — Student holiday/staff
development day for secondary
schools, and parent conferences
for elementary schools
Oct. 20 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 6 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 9 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Nov. 10 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 17 — Fall semester ends
Dec. 18 — Student holiday/
staff planning and prep day
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Jan. 5 — Spring semester begins
Jan. 18 — Holiday

(Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Feb. 12 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Feb. 15 — Student holiday/
staff development and prep
day for secondary, and parent
conferences for elementary
Feb. 19 — Fourth six-weeks
period ends
Feb. 22 — Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 12 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
March 22 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
April 2 — Holiday (bad-weather
makeup day #2 for staff who
usually work beyond June 3,
if needed)
April 16/19 — Fifth six-weeks
period ends; final period begins
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)/
bad-weather makeup day #1 for
students and staff, if needed
June 2 — Last day of school
June 3 — Staff planning and prep
day (bad-weather makeup day #2
for students, if needed)
June 4 — Bad-weather makeup day
#2 for staff who usualy stop working
June 3, if needed

What about school supplies?

M

ost elementary school PTAs, as a fundraiser, offer pre-packaged school
supplies based on school and grade requirements. For middle schools and
high schools, supplies needed depend on which classes the student takes. Each
school district’s Web site provides guidance on school supplies:
• Austin Independent School District — www.austinisd.org
• Eanes ISD — www.eanes.k12.tx.us
• Round Rock ISD — www.roundrockisd.org
• Pflugerville — www.pflugervilleisd.net
• Leander ISD — www.leanderisd.org
• Hays ISD — www.hayscisd.net
• Dripping Springs ISD —
www.dsisd.txed.net
• Lake Travis ISD —
www.ltisdschools.org

Round Rock ISD

Allen K. Lieberman, MD

Board Certified in Pediatrics and Allergy & Immunology

William C. Howland III, MD

Board Certified in Internal Medicine and Allergy & Immunology

Main Office • 10801 N. Mopac Bldg 2, Ste 150
South Office • Injections Only

345-7635

www.nosneezes.com

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 13-14, 17-21 and 24 — Staff
development and prep days
Aug. 25 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Sept. 16 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
Sept. 25 — First six-weeks period
ends
Sept. 28 —Second six-week period
begins
Oct. 12 — Columbus Day/student
holiday/staff development day
Oct. 20 — Early release for
middle schools
Oct. 23 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 26 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 6 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 9 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 11 — Early release for
elementary schools
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 2 — Early release for
middle schools
Dec. 9 — Early release for
elementary schools
Dec. 18 — Fall semester ends
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4 — Student holiday/

New Patients Welcome • Adults and Children
Cedar Fever, Hay Fever, Asthma & Sting Allergies
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staff development day
Jan. 5 — Second semester begins
Jan. 18 — Holiday
(Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Feb. 10 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
Feb. 12 — Fourth six-weeks period
ends
Feb. 15 — Presidents Day/student
holiday/staff development day
Feb. 16 — Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 5 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
March 8 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
March 10 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
March 15-10 — Holidays
(spring break)
April 1 — Fifth six-weeks period
ends
April 2 — Holiday
April 5 — Final six-week period
begins
May 5 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
May 28 — Last day of school
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)/
bad-weather makeup day #2, if
needed
June 1 — Staff development day/
bad-weather makeup day #2, if
needed

&

Allergy
Asthma
Center of Austin
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Wardrobe diplomacy: How to avoid all-out war over what kids wear

I

nevitably each year, as the start of
school nears, students — and their
parents — face issues about wardrobes
and what’s appropriate for school.
Following are some tips for both students and parents, as they consider school
dress codes, fashion trends, peer pressure
and dollar signs:
• School clothes should be comfortable
and suitable for a variety of activities.
Outfits should not only make student feel
good about themselves but also be appropriate for a school setting.
• Dress codes vary by school district
and by grade level. Ask school officials
about dress codes. These rules also can
be found on school districts’ Web sites
or in student/parent handbooks. Nearly
all schools ban clothing that advertises
or depicts alcohol, tobacco or drugs or
contains obscene language or images, bare
midriffs, backless tops, shorts or skirts
that distract, visible undergarments (i.e.,
pants so low the underwear shows), and
bedroom slippers.
Before your back-to-school shopping,
join your children in going through their
closet. Give away clothes that don’t fit or
aren’t worn, and pull out clothes that need
mending.

Suggestions

Here are some suggested steps:
• Before starting, make sure parents and
children are well rested and -fed. Consider
the circumstances under which your child
does best, and allow enough time to do the
shopping that’s needed.
• Before shopping, set the ground rules:
Tell your child what is and isn’t acceptable behavior. Back-to-school shopping
need not be torture — for parents or the
child.
• How much money will
you spend? Before heading
for the stores, set a budget.
Stick to the budget, and tell
your child that no amount
of whining, begging or
pleading will pry one dollar
more out of your wallet.
• Hit the sales racks first.
This not only teaches children the value of
shopping sales but also gets more clothing
for less money spent.
• Discuss ahead of time what you will
and won’t let your child buy or wear to
school. Out-of-school wear can be negotiated. Explain your reasons and then listen
to why they like certain fashions.
• When possible, compromise. This lets
your child feel they have some over what
they wear.
• During the shopping, break for a
snack, cold drink etc., allowing your and
your child to relax and reenergize.
• If your child is behaving well, praise
him or her repeatedly. But if the child is
misbehaving, such as starting arguments
or being disrespectful, end the shopping
trip.
• Plan on making more than one trip
to the stores, perhaps even delaying until
later the purchase of clothes for autumn.
Fashion trends and peer pressure add
other dimensions to clothes shopping, particularly as children get older.
Children and parents should discuss

$

Sales-tax holiday
equals savings
S

hoppers in Texas get a break from state and local sales
taxes this month in the annual tax holiday aimed at
back-to-school purchases.
On Friday-Sunday, Aug.
21-23, state law exempts
most clothing and footwear
priced under $100 from
sales and use taxes, as well
as backpacks priced under
that amount, if they will be
used by elementary or secondary school students.
The tax holiday could
save shoppers around $8
on every $100 they spend
during the three-day period. Also, you can use
lay-away plans to take advantage of the tax break.
In addition to backpacks,
among items exempted from
tax during the holiday are:
Baby clothes and diapers, belts with attached buckles, cowboy and hiking boots,
caps and hats (baseball, fishing, golf and
knitted), coats and wraps, adult diapers,
dresses, gloves (generally), gym suits and uni-

their fashion likes and dislikes, and parents need to listen to what their child says.
Peer pressure exists, and no parent wants
their child left out or ridiculed because of

forms, hooded shirts and hooded sweatshirts, hosiery, jackets
and jeans.
Also, baseball and football jerseys, jogging apparel, neckwear and
ties, pajamas, pants and trousers,
raincoats and ponchos, robes,
shirts, shoes (sandals, slippers,
sneakers, tennis and walking),
socks (including athletic), shorts,
suits/slacks/jackets, sweatshirts,
sweat suits, sweaters, swimsuits and underclothes.
Excluded items include:
Accessories (generally, such as barrettes, elastic ponytail
holders, wallets and watches), backpacks (unless for use by
elementary or secondary school students), baseball cleats and
pants, belt buckles (without belt), boots (climbing, fishing, ski
or waders), buttons and zippers/
Also, cloth/lace/knitting yarn/fabrics, dry-cleaning and laundry services, football pants, golf gloves, handbags and purses,
handkerchiefs, hard hats, helmets (bicycle, baseball, football,
hockey, motorcycle and sports), ice skates, jewelry and leather
goods (except belts with buckles and wearing apparel).
Also, pads (football, hockey, soccer, elbow, knee and shoulder), personal flotation devices, rented clothing (such as uniforms, costumes and formal wear), roller blades and skates,
safety clothing and glasses, and some shoes (bicycle/cleated,
bowling and golf).

their the clothes or shoes they do or don’t
wear.
While taking a child’s personality into
account,however, a parent does not have

29 Years of Educational Excellence

to set aside their own standards about
clothing.
Happy shopping!

— Andrea Abel
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Tutoring Guide

Let Us Help You Build a Stronger Family
Nanny Services –
Full Time, Part Time, On-call

Tutor Services –
1-on-1 Tutoring, All Ages - All Subjects
It’s never too early
and it’s never too late.
Whether your student
needs to rejoin the pack
or race ahead of it, we are
here to provide the fuel.

College Nannies provide
safe, reliable and fun role
model care. They’ll be
there when you need
them, as often as you
need them.

Twice the Prep!

Half the Price!

512.372.8385

3908 Far West Blvd., Austin, TX 78731

www.collegetutors.com|www.collegenannies.com

Building Stronger Families™

EXCELLENCE IN LEARNING SINCE 1980
FULLY ACCREDITED • OVER 150 TUTORS

the artful tutor

h

IndIvIdualIzed InstructIon for the

SAT, PSAT, ACT, TAKS, GRE, GMAT, LSAT & TOEFL
classes year round

JIll c. oestreIcher

PSAT • SAT • ACT

Individual Tutoring (all subjects, all levels) • Study Skills

dIrector

512.417.0087
www.theartfultutor.com

tutorIngByJIll@yahoo.com

Open until 10 pm on weekdays, 8 pm on Sunday
Onsite, Offsite & Online Tutoring • Convenient Onsite Parking

2400 Pearl Street (off Windsor Road) • 512.472.6666

www.Houseof Tutors.edu
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Does your child need tutoring?

E

ffective resources are available to
help children succeed in school.
By federal law, public schools
must meet the educational needs of every
child. School distraicts, consequently,
maintain networks of programs and professionals to assess special educational
needs and tailor education plans.
Also, many families seek outside tutoring for their children — not just for children struggling but also for those seeking
“educational enrichment.”
Building on requirements under the
federal law known as “No Child Left Behind” and on parents’ increasing anxiety
about their kids getting into college, tutoring is on the rise.
To determine if your child needs help,
professionals suggest that parents:
• Talk to the student’s teacher(s). Establish relationships with them early in the
school year and let them know you’re interested and supportive, recommends Michele Chandler, child-and-family specialist with Jewish Family Service of Austin.
• Talk to the school counselor, if further
assistance is needed.
• Talk to the assistant principal and principal, if you’re still not satisfied.
It’s suggested that parents, while advocating for their children, not do so in
a way that alienates school officials or
causes problems for your kids.
Outside of school, parents can find help
with tutors and tutoring centers, which
offer various services and enrichment

classes geared toward children needing
extra help or those seeking enrichment
from the standard classroom curriculum.
Some centers offer tutoring in-house or
through online programs.
Tutoring centers have mushroomed particularly since the passage of the No Child
Left Behind Act, which requires certain
non-performing school districts to provide
outside tutoring. No federal guidelines,
however, regulate the quality of the centers.
When picking a tutoring program, look
for one that offers:
• Instruction is tailored to each student.
• An individual learning plan for each
student.
• Tutors who are certified teachers.
• Rewards of positive reinforcement for
progress.
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Tutoring Guide

Online resources

• Austin Independent School District:
www.austin.isd.tenet.edu
• Eanes Independent School District:
www.eanes.k12.tx.us
• Round Rock Independent School District: www.roundrockisd.org
• Jewish Family Service of Austin:
11940 Jollyville Road, Suite 110 South;
250-1043; jfs@jcaaonline.org,
www.jcaaonline.org/jfs
• ChildFind: www.ctserc.org/
• National Center for the Study of Privatization in Education, Teachers College,
Columbia University: www.ncspe.org/

Tutoring Guide

Real Teachers
Real Experience
Real Results

Don’t choose us just
because we’re Austin
born...do so because we’re
better at test prep.

MORE THAN A TEACHER

#1 in Local Test Prep since 1989
An Austin Business
SAT* PSAT* ACT* Classes and Individual

ses

w
No Clas
C
ing
fer he JC
f
O tt
a

Call Now: 453-7272
www.morethanateacher.com
110 Austin-Area National Merit Recognized Students in
the Last 2 Years. *SAT and PSAT are Trademarks of Collegeboard. ACT
is a trademark of ACT, Inc.
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Bais Menachem Hebrew Academy
Serving students in pre-K through grade 8
“Educate the child according to his
way, and in his old age he shall not turn
from it.” (Proverbs)

J

ews of all backgrounds are welcomed in the Bais Menachem
Hebrew Academy, located at the
Chabad Center for Jewish Living in
Northwest Austin.
Serving children in preschool through
eighth grade, the Hebrew Academy seeks
to educate the whole child, providing both
the intellectual and spiritual means with
which to approach the world. The dual
curriculum of Judaic and secular studies
emphasizes intellectual and character development, as well as core Jewish values.
The school strives to impart a love of
knowledge and learning to students, as
well as a love of Torah, G-d, the Land of
Israel and the Jewish people.
The school’s vision is to offer a superior
Jewish and secular education, unparalleled
child-care, traditional values of Judaism
and the warmth of a family atmosphere.
The presence of several Israeli teachers on
staff augments the Hebrew language curriculum.
Students come from a broad spectrum
of Jewish backgrounds and affiliations, as
the school serves all
those in the Jewish
community who
are seeking a superior, personal Jewish education for
their children. The
hallmarks of the
school’s approach can be seen in ways:
• Content — The study of Judaism and
secular curricula, on an advanced level.
• Process — Lively questions and group
discussions, where the input of each student is respected.
• Products — Creative projects displayed on every wall or hanging from the
ceilings.
• Environment — A safe, warm, friendly and joyful place, where learning is fun
and critical thinking and problem solving
are nurtured.
The Judaic curriculum includes Hebrew
reading, writing and conversation skills,
Chumash with commentaries, and Jewish
laws, customs, and philosophy. The secular curriculum strongly emphasizes math,
history, science and language arts. Computer technology, art, music and physical
education are also incorporated into the
school day.
Faculty for the upcoming year includes
many returning teachers, including music
educator and therapist Patrice FreemanJones to teach music in all grades. Also,
new instructors have been added to the
staff, including Austin’s own Amy Shimelman.
Director Rochel Levertov said, “We
provide children with the very best education incorporating all the latest technologies, while maintaining a warm personal
relationship with and interest in each and
every child. We are a modern school with
traditional values.”
Founded in 1996, the Hebrew Academy
is a growing school with new students

and programs every year. In kindergarten
through eighth grade, 85 percent of the
students in at least the 90th percentile in
at least one area of the Stanford Achievement Tests, and students regularly score
above grade level nationally. Last year’s
graduating eighth-graders scored at the
11th-grade level.
Hours are 8:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. MondayFriday (until 3 p.m. Fridays in winter).
Before- and after-school care will also
be available this year for all ages, starting at 7:30 a.m. and ending at 5:30 p.m.
The school serves children age 18 months
through eighth grade, and is licensed/certified by the Texas Department of Family
and Protective Services.
For information about school enrollment or gifting opportunities, call Rochel
or Rabbi Yosef Levertov at 343-2500 or
905-8770.
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Early Childhood
Services
ECP serves kids age
13 months to 4 years

T

he Jewish Community Association of Austin’s Early Childhood
Program, accredited by the
National Association for the Education of
Young Children, provides children with a
growth-oriented, ethical and multicultural
environment through year-round regular,
camp or enrichment programs.
Directed by Dana Zucker, the ECP and
all programs
under Early
Childhood
Services seek
to develop
competent,
happy, curious children.
Teachers offer various activities —
planned and spontaneous — to stimulate
children physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.
The school provides opportunities, officials said, that encourage development
of self-esteem and self-control with the
use of positive guidance, an appreciation
of cultural diversity and respect for each
child’s individuality.
New this year, Early Childhood Services also offers enrichment programs
that include languages, science, art, environmental “green” awareness, music,
cooking, kindergarten preparedness and
much more. These classes are open to all
members of the community.
The Parenting Center, located in the
main building of “The J,” is another service provided for the community. The
center hosts classes, a library, and a way
for children and parents to gather and celebrate together.
With the ECP being a Jewish program,
staff work with children on Jewish culture and values, Torah stories and Jewish
holidays, and conduct Tot Shabbat each
Friday. Also, the program provides developmentally appropriate experiences of
Jewish holidays and customs, aiming to
foster an understanding of Jewish culture
and the Jewish people in the context of a
multicultural society.
During the year, the program offers a
number of schedule options:
• Age 13 months to two years —Monday-Friday; Monday, Wednesday and Friday; or Tuesday and Thursday.
• Age three years — Monday-Friday, or
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
• Age four years — Monday-Friday.
Infant care is offered year-round for
children age 2-12 months, at 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Monday-Friday.
Open to all members of the community
during early June through mid- to late
August, ECP’s Camp K’ton Ton is for toddlers through pre-schoolers.
Visit the Web site www.shalomaustin.
org — under JCC Programs/Early Childhood Programs — for more information or
to schedule a tour of the program’s facilities, at 9 a.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays,
or call 735-8100 with any questions.

Congregation Agudas Achim Religious School

We look forward to
welcoming you to our family!
In a typical day, students learn about . .
Values and Ethics, Torah, G-d, Prayerbook Hebrew, Conversational Hebrew, Prayers and Praying, Tanach, Bible,
Israel, Torah and Haftarah Trope, Holidays and Life Cycle and what it means to be a Conservative Jew.

In a typical day , students participate in . .
Music, Library & Storytime, Sleepovers, Shabbatonim, Retreats, Local and Out-of-Town Field Trips,
Big Trips (New York and Washington, D.C.), Group Mitzvah Projects, Core Classes and Electives Classes,
Holiday and Life Cycle Programs, Arts and Crafts, Cooking, Mah Jong, Debate,
Minyan-in-the-Middle & Tuesday Tefillah, Creative & Engaging Lessons and Chavurot

In a typical day, parents and children join together . .
Family Education Programs, Adult Education Classes, Award Winning USY and Kadima Programs, Shabbat Youth Services,
Grade-Level Erev Shabbat Services, Family Shabbat Services, Teen Lounge Night and Beit Midrash for B’nai Mitzvah Students

Rabbi Neil Blumofe, Spiritual Leader
Assistant Rabbi Rachel Kobrin
Dr. Harvey Raben, Director of Congregational Learning

For membership inquiries, call 735-8400
For Religious School information, call 735-8420
7300 Hart Lane, Austin, TX 78731
www.caa-austin.org
ww

Congregation Agudas Achim is a Conservative Synagogue affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.
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Austin Jewish Academy: new, expanded programs for 2009-10
Transition Kindergarten

Launched a year ago by the Austin
Jewish Academy, this program is being
offered again this coming school year.
Taught by Karen Chanon, a respected
educator and an active member of the
Austin Jewish community, the 2008-09
Transition Kindergarten pilot program was
well received by the enrolled families and
generated much interest in the community,
school officials said.
The program is designed to meet the
needs of students with birthdays from
around mid-July through mid-October, as
well as older children who may need a bit
more “blooming time.” Transition Kindergarten provides what school officials
consider a comfortable, nurturing, developmentally appropriate classroom environment in which the child can grow and flourish at a pace more closely aligned to his/her
individual needs. The curriculum is parallel
to that of the Academy’s two kindergarten
classes, with approaches and expectations
refined commensurate with student levels.
Based on growth and development during the Transition Kindergarten year, students may enter first grade or kindergarten
the next year.

Becker Science Center

The state-of-the-art center, dedicated in
January, continues in the 2009-10 school
year with a program of scientific inquiry
and exploration that wins the praises of
Academy students and parents alike,
school officials said.
An interactive SMART Board, computer probes and electronic microscopes
are just a few of the many tools provided
to Academy students that enable them to
become true scientists during their regular
science classes.
Jesse Castro, Academy science specialist, is overjoyed with the new center and

feels that it provides a science experience
that rivals the best that Austin has to offer. In addition to science class, Academy
students experience extensive field study,
including overnight field trips, in-school
special programs and speakers to further
enrich their science education.

Renzulli Learning

Challenging students to think creatively,
promoting curiosity, encouraging collaboration and searching for meaningful connections to enhance learning are all part of
the Academy experience, school officials
said. The Renzulli Learning program provides an invaluable tool for teachers, parents and students to take charge of turning
one’s education into a dynamic, personally
challenging adventure.
Based on the work of education guru Dr.
Joseph Renzulli, the Renzulli program creates a profile for each student based on interests, skills, aptitude and learning styles.
Activities aligned with an individual student’s profile are created. These are then
incorporated into classroom projects and
home-based activities that support core
curricula by providing opportunities for
greater depth, complexity and acceleration.
Of the schools that use such a program,
the vast majority earmark the program
only for students who have been identified,
through norm-referenced tests, as “gifted.”
The Academy has a different philosophy,
believing that all students are gifted in
some area and that all benefit when challenged to think creatively and exposed to
innovative opportunities. At the Academy,
Renzulli Learning is used with all students,
setting high expectations aligned to individual profiles. This creates an exciting,
vibrant, interactive, invested environment,
school officials said, in which students are
engaged, are appropriately challenged and
embrace their own learning.

Austin Jewish Academy
2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 — Staff development
days
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — No school (Labor Day)
Sept. 18 — Early release for
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 23 — Parent/teacher
conferences (early release)
Sept. 28 — No school (Yom Kippur)
Sept. 29 — 9 a.m. start
Oct. 20 — Early release for
students/staff development day
Nov. 12 — First trimester ends
Nov. 26 — Early release for
Thanksgiving break
Nov. 25-27 — No school
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 4 — Portfolio Day/
no regular classes
Dec. 6 — Gala
Dec. 7 — Grandparents Day/
9 a.m. start
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Winter break
(no school)
Jan. 4 — No school for students/

staff development day
Jan. 5 — School resumes
Jan. 18 — No school
(Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Jan. 27 — Science Fair
Feb. 15 — No school
(Presidents Day)
Feb. 23 — Second trimester ends
Feb. 26 — Early release for Purim
March 17 — Early release for
students/staff development day
March 18-19 — No school
(spring break)
March 29-April 6 — No school
(Pesach/Passover break)
May 7 — No school (Portfolio Day)
May 11 — Early release for
students/staff development day
May 19-21 — No school (Shavuot)
May 28 — Last trimester ends
May 31 — No school
(Memorial Day)
June 2 — Last day of schoo/
early release for students
June 3-4 — Staff post-service days

Pool party Aug. 16
Austin Jewish Academy students
will get ready to dip back into school
this month with a pool party Sunday,
Aug. 16.
The Back to School Pool Party at
“The J” will be followed by a “Meet
and Greet” afternoon Friday, Aug. 21,
when students and their parents can
meet the student’s new teachers. School
begins the next Monday, on Aug. 24.
During the summer break, Academy students have been able to attend
grade-level parties to stay connected
and welcome new students and their
families into the school. Each new
family is matched with a returning
family, whose role it is to “mentor”
the newcomers and make them feel
welcome.
School officials said the program
reflects the image that many have of
the Academy as a “home away from
home,” a community or a family, embracing students even when school is
officially closed for the summer.

Mathematics

The Academy has adopted a new mathematics program for the 2009-10 school
year. Everyday Math, a highly respected
differentiated based math program, will be
introduced in grades 1-5.
Piloted at the Academy in 2008 and
well received by the school’s faculty and
students, the new math program provides
an array of approaches and levels to best
ensure that students of all math abilities
receive instruction to meet their needs.
Everyday Math addresses basic computational and foundational math skills as well
as problem-solving, critical thinking and
real-life applications.
Everyday Math will also be integrated
into science and other curricular areas to
make the learning even more meaningful
for students.
The Academy’s middle school will continue to offer advanced math courses for
which students receive high school credit
to prepare students to enter advanced math
tracts upon high school admission.

Hebrew

Starting this fall, the Academy will unveil two new Hebrew language programs
in the lower school: Nitzanim, in kindergarten and first grade, and Chaverim
B’Ivrit, in grades 2-5.
Enrichment will continue to be offered
for proficient Hebrew speakers, as will
support for students with emerging Hebrew skills.
The Hebrew language program will be
supplemented with computer programs
and online opportunities, as well as Hebrew newspapers and books and integration in Judaic studies classes.
Nitzanim and Chaverim B’Ivrit focus
on an immersion approach in which students are almost exclusively enveloped in
Hebrew language during the daily Hebrew
period. Research strongly shows that this
approach facilitates second-language acquisition and increases retention.

The coming school year is the first of
a two-year Hebrew adoption plan. The
NETA Hebrew program is under study
for adoption in the middle school for the
2010-11 school year. The Hebrew adoption
was done in collaboration with Dr. Adi
Raz of the University of Texas, who served
in an advisory capacity to the committee.

Judaic studies

Academy students will experience a
number of new, innovative Judaic studies
programs this coming year, primarily in
grades 4-8:
• “The Jewish Lens,” for exploring Jewish life through digital photography.
• The CAMERA curriculum, providing
a unique approach to learning about and
analyzing the “Jewish experience.”
• The new iCenter program on Israel
and Zionism, focusing on Israeli personalities and sites in a value-based and historical context. Rabbi Bob Kirzner and Orit
Yehezkel-Ruiz, two members of the Academy’s Judaic faculty, spent three days in
New York this past spring for training in
the program.
• “Echoes and Reflections,” which is
being reintroduced as the seventh-grade
Holocaust curriculum.
The core Judaic curriculum, created in
2008, has been enhanced and will continue this coming year. Additional changes
for 2009-10 will be the addition of a
weekly Torah Service for grades 1-4 and a
second weekly student-led Torah service
for grades 5-8 in place of the former daily
mincha service. This will allow more
opportunities for students to serve as hazzanim (cantors/prayer leaders) and Torah
readers, as well as to both prepare and
deliver the D’var Torah.

‘Life development’

Along with the above curricular and
program innovations, school officials said,
the Academy is proud of its talented and
committed faculty, who create the nurturing, engaging environment in which students thrive. For the 2009-10 school year,
the school has created more opportunities
for faculty collaboration to develop more
extensive integration and differentiation
within the curriculum. The faculty, selected for their commitment to a collaborative professional environment, is eager
to continue their efforts to think “out-ofthe-box” to provide the most meaningful
educational experience for their students.
Reflecting on the Academy’s mission,
Head of School Bernice Tabak Kirzner
said, “After much soul searching, we have
come to realize that AJA is in the business
of life development. It’s a huge undertaking, but one which we take seriously. We
partner with our parents to provide for the
educational, social, emotional, physical
and spiritual needs of our students. We
strive to create well-rounded individuals
with strong Jewish identities who can embrace the world intelligently, drawing on
deeply embedded values. And that’s what
AJA is all about.”
For more information or to request
an application packet, contact Shira
Strosberg, director of admissions
and outreach, at 735-8370 or
shira.strosberg@austinjewishacademy.org.
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Survival tips: Getting through freshman year of college

D

Entrance exams

Test date

Registration
deadline

SAT & subject tests

Oct. 10
Nov. 7
Dec. 5
Jan. 23
May 1
June 5

March 13

Sept. 9
Oct. 1
Oct. 30
Dec. 15
March 25
April 29

SAT only

Feb. 4
Information:
www.collegeboard.com

Sept. 12
Oct. 24
Dec. 12
Feb. 6
April 10
June 12

ACT

Aug. 7
Sept. 18
Nov.6
Jan. 5
March 5
May 7

Information: www.actstudent.org

uring the years of rearing and growing, parents and children face
many new situations, but the big
question remains: Can anything
really prepare them for going off
to college?
Whether located a few miles
away or a few thousand, this
new school presents a monumental transition. Each child’s
experience is unique; still, a few
basics can better prepare you and
help ensure a smoother journey.
Seeking to make the first year
of school successful, colleges
and universities post on their
Web sites extensive information
on what to bring and how to access services on campus as well
as suggestions on staying connected with family:
• Computers — Laptops are
popular, but desktop computers are not out of the question.
Check with the school for specific hardware, software and virus
protection requirements as well
as special discounts available for
students.
Dorm rooms all seem to be
Internet-wired with computer
consultants available to help
problem-solve or set up equipment. Be sure to get an extended
warranty — especially for

laptops, which will endure additional wear and tear. Computers, especially laptops, are easily
targeted for theft, so check with
your insurance agent to see if
you homeowners insurance covers the unit. If not, you will want
to consider buying insurance.
But buying a computer is not
required. Schools have computer
labs, some open 24 hours a day,
offering desktops connected
to printers. A memory stick,
however, is helpful for transferring files and working on group
projects.
• Cell phones — Along with
e-mail, cell phones have transformed our mode of communication and made it much easier to
stay connected.
Family plans allow unlimited
minutes for everyone, allowing
your student to keep in touch
with home.
• Dorm rooms — Don’t over
pack. Moving into a dorm room
is more like going off to camp
than moving into a new home.
Anything not bought ahead of
time can be acquired at the local
stores or online. If in doubt, wait
to buy it. Also, find out what
the dorm allows and doesn’t.
Among suggestions to buy are a
small tool kit, an iron and small

ironing board, and a first-aid kit
(thermometer, Band-Aids, antibiotic ointment, Tylenol, Advil,
Sudafed, Benadryl and Hydrocortisone cream).
• Staying healthy — Before
your child leaves for school,
find out if your health insurance
will cover him or her. Does your
child know how to find a provider and how to use the health
insurance card? Find out about
the campus’ health center.
Exercising, eating well and
getting enough sleep are imperative. Most campuses offer
student fitness centers that rival
the best-equipped gyms. Exercise not only promotes physical
fitness but also relieves stress,
wards off weight gain and offers
a way to meet people.
• High Holy Days — For Jewish students, the beginning of the
fall semester usually is soon followed by the High Holy Days.
This may be the first time that
children have spent the holidays
apart from their parents and vice
versa. Phone calls and e-mail
during this time, care packages
with goodies, and becoming familiar with a local congregation
or campus religious services can
make the time easier.

— Andrea Abel

B15

College
scholarships
available
The Jewish Children’s
Regional Service offers
college scholarships for
undergraduate students
in Texas and six other
states.
About 85 percent of
the funds distributed are
grants, while the rest are
given out as no-interest
loans.
The application deadline each year is May 31
for the following academic year.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scholarship
program decisions are
based on financial need.
Annually, the agency
provides aid to 150-175
college students. For
more information or to
apply for a scholarship,
call the JCRS at (800)
729-5277, visit the Web
site www.jcrsnola.org or
write to P.O. Box 7368,
Metairie, La. 700107368.
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Chabad satisfies Jewish students’
thirst for more at UT-Austin
By Rachel Abrams
Special to The Jewish Outlook

A

t a school with 50,000 students, like
the University of Texas at Austin,
it’s often hard for young scholars to feel
part of a close-knit community. To help
diminish the fright of “finding oneself” on
such a large campus, many undergraduates sign up for intramural teams, volunteer clubs and Greek organizations. While
some are content with these activities,
many Jewish students thirst for more.
The Chabad Jewish Center @ UT exists
to provide Jewish students the opportunity
to practice their religion and socialize in
an intimate setting. The co-directors, Rabbi Zev and Ariela Johnson, live to see students yearn for more insight into Judaism.
A normal week at the Chabad House includes enjoyable events that help students
connect with their faith in a “homey” or
comfortable environment.

‘Loaves of Love’

One of the most participative events
is “Loaves of Love,” held once a month.
Students gather to bake loaves of challah
(traditional bread eaten on the Sabbath)
to give Jewish residents at various nursing homes throughout Austin. In the spirit
of the holiday Purim last spring, students
made hamantaschen (special cookies) to
give the elderly. That month the Jewish
girls in the sorority AEPHi teamed up
with Chabad and brought in 70 students
to help bake these cookies. The girls provided residents with more than delicious
delicacies, making their Shabbat more
meaningful.
The Purim Party at Chabad saw more
than 200 students dressed up to the theme
of “ ’70s Disco Fever.”
Other events include “Pasta & Parsha,”
where students gather Wednesday nights
to discuss the weekly Torah portion while
enjoying a delicious meal, and “Coffee
Conversation,” when girls indulge in delicious desserts as Ariela Johnson leads a
discussion related to women’s issues in
Judaism.
For the Jewish holiday Tu B’Shevat,
New Year of the Trees, more than 50 students visited the Chabad House to enjoy
traditional foods, including the seven traditional fruits and chocolate fondue.
Pesach was a wonderful experience
with hundreds of students participating in the vibrant Seders and meal plans
throughout the holiday.

Renovation complete

These programs are just the beginning
for much further growth. More and more
students have been attending the fun-filled
functions at Chabad, which will be even
more alive now that renovations of the
permanent facility west of the UT campus
are complete.
The renovation gives the spacious
center an updated kitchen, coffee bar
and new comfortable social areas — Assembly Hall; for educational and social
programming and Shabbat dinners; Student Lounge, for informal gatherings,
discussions etc.; sanctuary; library, for
community work and study; and a Student

Leadership Meeting Area.
The Chabad center, at 2101 Nueces
St., is open 24-hours a day, seven days a
week. All our programs and services are
free. Rabbi Zev and Ariela are excited
to continue Shabbat meals, holidays and
weekly events there.
Visit the Web site www.JewishLonghorns.com for more information, or contact the Johnsons at 477-7770 or
rabbizev@jewishlonghorns.com, or find
them on Facebook.
———
Rachel Abrams of Dallas is a student at
the University of Texas at Austin.
Austin students Katie O’Sullivan,
Roxanne Simmons, Alana Prant
and, peering over their heads,
Ben Kogut.
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Amanda
Smith
(photo
at left)
and her
parents
with her
oil on
canvas
piece,
entitled ‘In
Red.’

Nola
Freeman
shows her
sculpture,
entitled
‘Barrier to
Freedom.’

Hillel’s Jewish
Arts Alliance
at UT spotlights
student talent

T

exas Hillel, the Topfer Center for
Jewish Life, has formed a new
student group called the Jewish Arts Alliance.
Last spring, the group held its first student art show, a weeklong exhibit featuring works of University of Texas students.
The art show, entitled “4,000 Years
of Freedom: A Retrospective Based on
Passover, Yom HaShoah and Israel Independence Day,” began with a wine-andcheese reception for the artists and their
families, with violinists providing live
music. The displayed artworks represented
multiple styles of painting, sculpture, photography and film.
The Jewish Arts Alliance aims to provide opportunities for non-majors to practice and display their passions and artistic
skill in a Jewish community of their peers.
The program was founded on the premise
that majoring in business or chemistry
shouldn’t deny students access to the
many avenues of expression that UT has
to offer.
“This initiative is a direct outgrowth of
our mission to enrich the lives of Jewish
undergraduate and graduate students so
that they can enrich the Jewish people and
the world,” said Rabbi David Komerofsky,
Texas Hillel’s executive director. “Art
gives voice to these students’ creative
souls, and it is inspiring to see how they,
and everyone who appreciates their work,
are touched by what they have made.
“Some of the student artists touched on
experiences they had on Taglit-Birthright
Israel Hillel trips. Others found a spark
from their personal Jewish journeys. This
show is the beginning of something very
exciting that can engage previously unengaged students in Jewish life.”
Visit the Web site www.texashillel.org
for more information.
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Texas Hillel

Seeks to create opportunities for all
Jewish students at University of Texas to
develop
interests
and participate
in welcoming
campusbased
community that respects value of pluralism
and promotes ongoing involvement in
Jewish life. Location: Topfer Center for
Jewish Life in the Abe and Annie Seibel
Building, near UT campus at 2105 San
Antonio St. Executive director: Rabbi David Komerofsky. Information:
www.texashillel.org.

Chabad Jewish
Student Center @ UT

Encourages open-door environment to
enhance and strengthen Jewish student
life. Offers
place for
Jewish students of all
backgrounds
to hang
out, learn,
socialize,
eat homecooked meals, make friends, inspire and
be inspired. Open 24 hours daily. Free.
Location: 2101 Nueces St. west of UT
campus. Information: www.jewishlonghorns.com or Facebook (Rabbi Zev and
Ariela Johnson, co-directors), or contact
rabbizev@jewishlonghorns.com or 4777770.
Newly renovated facility — Updated
kitchen, coffee bar and new comfortable
social areas, including Assembly Hall;
for educational/social programming and
Shabbat dinners; Student Lounge, for
informal gatherings, discussions etc.;
sanctuary; library, for community work and
study; and Student Leadership Meeting
Area.
Shabbat and dinners — Weekly
Shabbat dinners and joyful, warm celebration of Shabbat. Themed Shabbat is
refreshing part of gourmet Friday night
meal repertoire, such as Chinese, Thai,
Moroccan and Italian.

Activities — “Midnight Breakfast,” “Spa
for the Soul,” “Torah on Tap,” “Pasta &
Parsha” (gather Wednesday nights to
discuss weekly Torah portion over dinner),
“Coffee Conversation” (indulge in desserts
as co-director Ariela Johnson leads discussion related to women issues in Judaism), Tu B’Shevat/New Year of the Trees
(enjoy traditional foods, including seven
traditional fruits, and chocolate fondue),
social gatherings, holiday programs on
UT campus that raise Jewish consciousness and pride throughout community, and
lectures and classes on such challenging,
entertaining topics as Jewish mysticism,
law, philosophy and ethics. Also, adventurous Birthright Israel experiences, and
Tzedakah program, including “Loaves of
Love,” where work with seniors in community.

Texas A&M Hillel

COLLEGE STATION — Executive director: Rabbi Peter Tarlow. Information: www.
tamuhillel.org, or Hillel@tamuhillel.org or
(979) 696-7313.
A new year — A&M Hillel’s new bilingual program director, Melanie Weiser,
has working with Rabbi Tarlow, the student
board, Hillel students and A&M community
to plan events and programs for upcoming
school year, such as “Welcome Week” at
end of August for returning and new students. Special Shabbat service is planned
Friday, Aug. 29, as Hillel officially reopens
for fall term.
Fourth of July fiesta — A&M Hillel, collaborating with Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity,
hosts evening of pizza, ice cream and
watermelon, along with fun, Havdalah
and fireworks. Event drew Texas A&M
University students and faculty as well as
community members.

Chabad at A&M

COLLEGE STATION — Chabad Jewish
Student Center located Near Texas A&M
University. Center
open throughout
summer, offering
social events,
synagogue
services and
Shabbat meals.
Co-directors:
Rabbi Yossi and
Manya Lazaroff. Information:
www.jewishaggies.com or (979) 220-5020.

If your college bound students don’t persist, they can’t finish the race.
It’s a fact...50% of students who start a college degree program do not make it to their second year. In order to not just survive, but THRIVE
in their first year of college, they will need specialized support!
With over 20 years of combined experience in higher education admissions and retention, Robert Shindell, MA, Ph.D-ABD and
Christy Shindell, M.Ed. are dedicated to help your child choose the right college and then provide the critical first-year support needed to
have a successful college experience.
College Exploration and Selection l Application Management and Financial Planning l First-Year Support

RCS Enrollment Consulting, LLC l 512.382.0635 l RCSconsulting.net l IECA Members
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Eanes ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 — Teacher in-service
or workdays
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Oct. 2 — First six-weeks period
ends
Oct. 5 — Second six-weeks
period begins
Oct. 12 — Student holiday/
staff in-service or workday
Oct. 16 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 19 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Oct. 28-30 — Elementary
conference, early-release days
Nov. 6 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 9 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 18 — Fall semester ends/
early release day
Dec. 21-Jan. 4 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 5 — Student holiday/
staff in-service or workday
Jan. 6 — Spring semester begins

Jan. 18 — Student holiday/
staff in-service or workday
Feb. 19 — Fourth six-weeks period
ends
Feb. 22 — Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 12 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
March 22 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
April 1 — Student holiday/
staff in-service or workday (badweather day #1, if needed)
April 2 — Holiday
April 16 — Fifth six-weeks period
ends
April 19 — Final six-weeks period
begins
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 2 — Last day of school/
early release day
June 3 — Staff in-service or
workday (bad-weather
days #2 for students and staff, if
needed
June 4 — Teacher in-service
or workday

College Selection Counseling
Peggy Manley, M.Ed., LPC
• Experienced
• Credentialed
• Professional

Now scheduling consultations
with sophomores and juniors.
espsat@austin.rr.com • 512.481.0717

Pflugerville ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 and 24 — Staff
development and prep days
Aug. 25 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Sept. 21 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Oct. 2 — First six-weeks period
ends
Oct. 5 — Second six-weeks
period begins
Oct. 7-8 — Early release for
elementary schools (noon)
Oct. 12 — Holiday
Oct. 23 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 26 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 6 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 9 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 11 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 17 — Early release for
high schools (1:30 p.m.)
Dec. 18 — Fall semester ends;
early release for all schools
(elementary, noon; middle, 12:45
p.m.; and high, 1:30 p.m.)
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)

Jan. 4 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Jan. 5 — Spring semester begins
Jan. 18 — Holiday
(Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Feb. 12 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Feb. 19 — Fourth six-weeks
period ends
Feb. 22 — Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
March 26 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
March 29 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
April 2 — Holiday
April 16/19 — Fifth six-weeks
period ends/final six-weeks period
begins
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)/
bad-weather makeup day #1, if
needed
June 2 — Early release for
high schools (1:30 p.m.)
June 3 — Last day of school;
early release for all schools
(elementary, noon; middle, 12:45
p.m.; and high, 1:30 p.m.)
June 4 — Teacher prep day (badweather makeup day #2, if
needed

Rawson-saundeRs school
Academic excellence for dyslexic children
2600 Exposition Blvd. • Austin, TX 78703
512.476.8382 • www.rawson-saunders.org

Texas’s only full-curriculum school specifically for dyslexic
children in grades 1-8
Teacher-student ratios 1:8 to 1:10
Individualized multi-sensory instruction, integrated with
Academic Language Therapy
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Arts at ‘The J’
Calling
all actors

T
School of
Dance students
(front) Ava
Melvin and Itay
Laves; (second
row) Paulo
Zambarano,
Hanna Rae,
Rachel Swartz
and Ella Rae;
(third row)
Atley Brown,
Karel Tinkler
and Aubrey
Brown; and
(back) Mira
Fleschman,
Carly Doyle,
Sarah Kay
Stephens
and Marissa
Vargas.
PHOTOS BY
WENDY R. CORN

It’s dance time again …

T
Marissa Vargas (from left), Mira Fleschman, Karel
Tinkler and Ella Rae.

he School of Dance at The J is starting
its ninth season at the Jewish Community Center.
This year, the School of Dance has a new
schedule with a fantastic lineup of classes for
children ages 3 to sixth grade. With dance
styles ranging from ballet to hip hop, every
child is sure to find the type of dance that
they will excel in and enjoy.
Trisha Reed, cultural arts coordinator of

theater and dance, said, “I am thrilled to begin another amazing year at the JCC. Last
year’s success has laid the foundation for a
fantastic year of dance. We have an incredibly talented staff, and with the introduction
of DanStarz at ‘The J’ this past spring, our
level of technique and talent has blossomed.”
For more information about School of Dance
offerings, visit the Web site www.shalomaustin.org/dance or call Reed at 735-8058.

Weekly Classes, Ages 15 mo. to 8 yrs.

It’s about skills, not scores!
Soccer • Basketball • Baseball • Football • Volleyball • Hockey • Golf • Tennis

512.608.2634 l Check out birthday parties at www.sportball.us

he Academy of
Acting at The J
has a new lineup and
schedule for the fall
semester:
• Children age 3-4
— Explore the wonder
of the world of theater
through imagination
and acting out a new
story each week.
• Kindergarten
through second grade
— Discover the fundamentals of being an
actor through improvisation, games and short
skits.
• Third through sixth
grades — Dive deeper
into the acting world,
developing a theatrical
instrument, working
on monologues and
perfecting scenes from
widely known plays.
• Sixth through
eighth grade — Write,
direct, design and star
in your own play.
For more information about this year’s
Academy of Acting
offerings, visit the Web
site www.shalomaustin.org/acting, or call
Trisha Reed, cultural
arts coordinator of
theater and dance for
the Jewish Community
Association of Austin,
at 735-8058.
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Leander ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Children, teens
stay active
at ‘The J’

T

he Jewish Community Center
offers a range of programs for
children and teens.
After-school sports enrichment classes
are a popular offering at “The J.” Preschoolers (ages 3-5) take such classes as
“Supersports,” soccer and tennis. Kids in
kindergarten through sixth grade can take
tennis lessons or classes in soccer, All
Sports or basketball. There is also a Youth
Basketball League, for boys and girls
age 6-9, and an NFL Youth Flag Football
League, for ages 6-11. Both leagues meet
Sundays, with a 30-minute practice followed by a game.
Another fun option for school-age
kids is the annual “i tri Youth Triathlon,”
scheduled in May. This swim/bike/run
race is held entirely on the Dell Jewish
Community Campus. For more information, contact Jen Reed at jen.reed@shalomaustin.org or 735-8206.
Kids as young as 18 months can get
started in the Champions Gymnastics program, held in the JCC gymnasium. A variety of tumbling and movement discovery
activities allow parents to participate along
with their youngsters. Other class options

include cheerleading, yoga and advanced
tumbling for ages 3 and up. For more information, consult the fall Program Guide
or visit the Web site www.kimsgym.com.
For parents wanting to work out on their
own, The J offers baby-sitting for children
age eight weeks to six years. Mom or dad
can drop the kids off for up to two hours
while they exercise or take a class.

Aug. 17-21 — Staff development
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Sept. 23 — Early release
Oct. 2 — First six-weeks period
ends
Oct. 5 — Second six-weeks
period begins
Oct. 8 — Early release day
Oct. 12 — Student holiday
(Columbus Day)/
staff development day
Oct. 23 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 26 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 4 — Early release
Nov. 13 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 16 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 23-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4 — Classes resume
Jan. 15 — First semester ends

Jan. 18 — Student holiday/
(Martin Luther King Jr. Day
staff development day
Jan. 19 — Second semester begins
Jan. 27 — Early release
Feb. 2-4 — Student holidays/
staff development days
March 5 — Fourth six-weeks period
ends
March 8 — Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
April 1 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
April 2 — Holiday (Good Friday)
April 5 — Final nine-weeks period
begins
April 12 — Holiday (bad-weather
makeup day, if needed)
April 23/26 — Fifth six-weeks
period ends/final period begins
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)/
bad-weather makeup day, if
needed
June 4 — Last day of school
June 7 — Staff development day

Austin’s premiere educational consultants
Our educational consulting firm stands out from others by our
team approach in providing service and by the experience of our
professionals. Academic Answers has established a reputation for its
thoroughness, professionalism, attention to detail and always putting
our clients first.

Solving the Puzzle to Your Child’s Success
4407 Bee Caves Road, Building 4, Suite 413
(512) 306-8567
www.academic-answers.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Board Certified Pediatricians
Walk-in Sick Clinic (Mon-Sat 8:30 - 11:30a.m.)
Same-Day Visits Available
In-Office Laboratory
24-Hour Triage
Easy Access (Braker & 183)
Free Prepartum Visits
All Major Plans Accepted (including BCBS,

College Planning l Day & Boarding School Placements
Chris Kocurek, M.Ed • Hank Ewert, MA • Eric Heineman

For Your Back-To-School Needs

United, Humana, Aetna & Seton CHIP)

Join us for our monthly
“Meet the Pedi”
meetings.
Visit our website
or call the office
for more info.

www.northwestpediatrics.com
Mary Marvin Johnson, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Nishi Rane, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Rania Benhammou, M.D., F.A.A.P.

Quarry Lake Medical Park
4700 Seton Center Parkway #125
Austin, Texas 78759
Ph: 512 338-8500

Bicycles, Locks and Accessories for everyone!
2901 N. Lamar • 474-6696 • www.universitycyclery.com
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Agudas Achim

Congregation offers two programs for
youth: Kadima (grades 6-9) and United
Synagogue Youth (grades 9-12). Information: www.aausy.org.
Kadima — First event of year is scavenger hunt at 2-4:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 23,
at Barton Creek Square, the mall at 2901
S. Capital of Texas Highway, with surprise
at end of hunt. Earlier, group had progressive dinner at homes of Karen Stewart,
Bonnie and Eric Lang, and Phyllis and
Marc Worob. Kids walked from one home
to next for appetizers, dinner and dessert,
and also played games, danced and socialized. At year-end pool party/cook-out,
Kadima welcomed incoming sixth-graders
— swimming, hanging out in hot tub,
throwing water balloons, eating hot dogs
and learning about Kadima. Information:
adviser Samantha Tugentman
(samtug@mail.utexas.edu).
USY — Group kicks off new year in
September with activities, including leadership training for board members, and later
Fall Kallah. Information: advisers Samantha Tugentman or Maury Jacobs at
samtug@mail.utexas.edu.

Bais Menachem
Hebrew Academy

Rosh Chodesh Girls Club — Teenagers get together monthly for such activities as ice-skating, bowling, Israeli dancing
and projects.
Shabbos Party — Children age 2 and
up; open to community. Experience magic
of Shabbat at 11:30 a.m.-noon Fridays at
school, in Chabad’s Center for Jewish Life.
Activities include story time and singing.
Art program — For K-8 students,
monthly program features an Israeli artist for students to study their work and
practice their artistic styles. Aim is for
each child to expand painting and sketching skills and to develop knowledge and
appreciation of artists and how each was
inspired to create.
Information: Rochel Levertov at 905-8770.

BBYO/Rabin Chapter

Worldwide organization for grades 9-12
with more than 15,000 teen-age members
in 39 regions and many nations. From
weekend events to conventions to multiweek summer programs, BBYO provides
Jewish teens with opportunities to develop
leadership skills and strong Jewish identity. Membership
information: teen
leaders Shayna
Drapkin (590-2542),
Rachel Steinberg
(922-3342), Reid Chanon (786-3342) or Ian
Davis (484-6374), or Rachel Felber, BBYO
city director (rachel.felber@shalomaustin.
org or 735-8036) or www.bbyo.org.

Beth Israel

Congregation offers three age-appropriate youth groups:
Austin Temple Teens — Affiliation:
National Federation of Temple Youth/
Texas-Oklahoma region. Monthly events
for Jewish teens in grades 9-12 during
the school year, focusing on social and
religious action, Jewish education and
worship, Israel, social interaction and personal growth. Four times a year, members
attend regional events with other Jewish
youth from around Texas and Oklahoma;
regional events focus on nurturing Jewish values and becoming next generation
of Reform Jewish leaders. Information:
Baxter Robinson-Forman, president
(wannabearabbi@aol.com or 288-9181).
Younger students — Club 5/6, for
fifth- and sixth-graders, and Club 7/8, for

Kadima

In photo above, Eliana Abramowitz,
Brooke Herzog, Terry Milman, Rachel
Shapiro, adviser Sam Tuguntman, Anna
O’Dell and Marlee Goodman at Kadima
pool party.
seventh- and eighth-graders. Contact Eloise
Potter Eloise Potter (epotter@austin.rr.com).

Jewish scouting

Jewish boys and girls as well as young
adults in Austin experience adventure,
learning, friendship, family and fun through
local scouting programs. Organizations
provide fun, active, family-oriented programs that emphasize traditional scouting
activities within Jewish context. In JCCsponsored organizations, Jewish families
of all observance levels will know that
their children can freely participate without
reservation in activities, partake of food
offered and enjoy camaraderie with other
Jewish youth in Jewish environment. In
February, all scouting families celebrate
Scout Shabbat together; venue rotates
among synagogues so that in time all the
Continued on next page

the coolest children’s clothing
& accessories in austin
– infants to tweens–

3663 bee caves road • westlake court • next to breed & co.
512.306.8687 • www.IzzyAndAsh.com
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Continued from previous page
kids can have Scout Shabbat at their shul
or temple. Once a year, Jewish scouting
families from across state join together at
YACHAD event, organized by Texas Jewish Committee on Scouting; the campout is
scheduled Oct. 23-25 near Houston.
Cub Scouts Pack 36 — Sponsor: Jewish
Community Association of Austin. Actionpacked program for boys ages 6-10. Boys
learn respect for themselves, their families
and community, and environment. Trained
volunteer leaders design monthly, ageappropriate den meetings. Den activities
culminate with awards and fun at monthly
Pack 36 meetings, when families are invited
to cheer on scouts. Opportunity to earn
Maccabee and Aleph religious emblems.
Upon completing Cub Scout requirements
in fifth grade, boys encouraged to continue
their scouting program with Boy Scout
Troop 28. Information: Tim Cone, cubmaster, at pack36@yahoo.com or 663-6646;
Jason Mann, committee chair, at 459-4112;
or Web site www.pack36austin.org.
Boy Scouts Troop 28 — For boys
ages 11-17. Open to any eligible boy, but
geared toward Jewish youth, Troop 28
strives to accommodate Jewish scouts
from all levels of observance. Goals:
foster citizenship, build character and
help boys develop physically, mentally
and morally through structured outdoors
program. Trained adults assist and advise
scouts as they develop and progress in
boy-led environment. Adults in community
encouraged to participate as merit badge
counselors in such areas of expertise as
photography, science, law, first-aid and
citizenship. Collaboration between local
Jewish institutions and Troop 28 promotes
religious education of Jewish youth and
Jewish religious identity. Boys from all Cub
Scout packs, or those new to scouting,
are welcomed. Opportunity to earn Ner
Tamid and Etz Chaim religious emblems.
Sponsor: Congregation Agudas Achim.
Information: Josef Zeevi, committee chair
at Josef@zeevi.org.
Venture Crew 36 — High adventure,
leadership development and social activities. Coed program of Boy Scouts of
America, for ages 14-18. Meetings once a
month, usually over pizza or another meal
to plan activities. Chartered to Congregation Agudas Achim. Structured differently
than Boy Scout troops, but with access to
BSA facilities, including backpacking trips
at Philmont Scout Ranch, Sea Base water
activities and shooting sports. Advancement apex is Silver Award, similar to BSA’s
Eagle Scout rank and Girl Scout’s Gold
award. No previous scouting experience
required. Information: Gene Youngerman,
adviser, at eyoungerman@gmail.com.
Daisy Girl Scout Troop 6 — For
kindergarten and first grade. Girls meet
monthly for activities that introduce them
to girl scouting program, geared toward
helping them discover their potential, connect with others, and act to improve world.
Girls earn daisy petals for uniforms as
they learn Girl Scout Law. Information: Coleaders Lisa Apfelberg (lisa.apfelberg@
shalomaustin.org) and Brenda Cohen
(bkcrunner@austin.rr.com).
Brownie Girl Scouts Troop 1299 —
For grades 2-3. Sponsor, for 15 years:
JCC. Seeks to build girls of courage, confidence and character who strive to make
world a better place. Trained leaders provide quality, fun activities that emphasize
enjoyment of traditional scouting activities
with commitment to maintaining core Jewish values and experiences. Opportunity to
earn Lehavah Religious Emblem. Information: Co-leaders Ilana Miller
(imiller2@austin.rr.com) and Shannon

Cub
Scouts
Pack 36

David Koeller
and Daniel
Brill, with
Den Leader
Sam Brill,
practice
pitching a
tent at Cub
Scouts Pack
36’s Memorial
Day Weekend
sleepover at
‘The J.’
Sherwood (ssherwood@austin.rr.com).
Junior Girl Scout Troop 580 — For
grades 4-5. Girls begin planning their
meetings and deciding how troop is run.
Seeks to build girls of courage, confidence
and character who strive to make world
a better place. Activities explore power of
belonging and achieving, as well as teamwork and strength gained by partnering
with community. Opportunity to earn Bat
Or Religious Emblem. Information: Julie
Van Keer, leader (jvankeer@email.com) or
Tammy Kimmelman, co-leader
(zippytk@sbcglobal.net).
Cadette Girl Scout Troop — For
grades 6-8. Meetings monthly at JCC.
Girls select “interest projects,” or IP’s,
that are important to them individually or
interesting for troop to work on together.
Each IP contains numerous activities,
organized into four required areas: skill

N O W

builders, technology, service projects and
career exploration. Through activities,
girls gain insights about themselves —
their strengths and weaknesses, likes
and dislikes. Girls work with leaders and
consultants who have expertise in their
chosen interests. Opportunity to earn their
Menorah Religious Emblem. Information:
Julie Van Keer, leader, at jvankeer@email.
com or Tammy Kimmelman, co-leader, at
zippytk@sbcglobal.net.

Kol Halev

All post-B’nai Mitzvah-age students
invited to join congregation’s youth group,
which gets together for fun, friendship and
social activities. Contact: Amy O’Desky
(amyo@kolhalev.org).

Shir Ami

The congregation offers two youth

A C C E P T I N G

F A L L

Imagine, Learn, Dance.
• Ages 3 and Up
• Performance Opportunities, Including The Nutcracker
• Official Ballet School of Ballet Austin

A D AY O F F R E E C L A S S E S

ENROLL TODAY!

Call 512.476.9051, visit www.balletaustin.org
or 501 West 3rd Street

groups:
Shir Mishpachot — For children ages
2-7 and their families. Families gather to
play and celebrate/learn Jewish holidays,
in Shir Ami Classroom or on playground
at Live Oak UU, at Cedar Park-area playgrounds or at Jewish community events.
Contact Shir Ami for dates, times and
locations.
Shir Ami Youth Group — SAYG (pronounced sage), for third-graders up. Fun
activities and socializing, Activities include
pizza and ice cream parties, bowling, Laser Tag, roller-skating, and group outings
to concerts, plays and Jewish community
events. Contact Shir Ami for dates, times
and locations.
Both groups’ activities and events open
to members and nonmembers. Information: Beth Rogalski (267-4157 or brogalski@austin.rr.com), or www.Shir-Ami.org.

R E G I S T R A T I O N S
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C

ongregation Beth Israel offers
many rich educational opportunities for children and teenagers:
Sunday School — For students from
kindergarten through 10th grade, Beth
Israel offers fun as well as meaningful
learning and a warm youth community.
All the students study a variety of Jewish
themes each year, including the Jewish
calendar, connection to Israel, and Jewish cooking and art, as well as tefillah,
Jewish prayer. On Sundays, students also
study in grade-level classes with developmentally appropriate curricula, such as
Jewish values, mitzvah heroes, the Jew-

ish life cycle, the Jewish library of texts,
Torah, and tikkun olam, repairing what is
broken in our world.
Hebrew — The youngest students
begin learning Hebrew through music
and prayer. In second grade, Beth Israel
students begin to learn to read and write
the Hebrew alef bet. In third grade, students begin to attend Hebrew classes
on Wednesday afternoons in addition
to their Sunday School classes. Thirdgraders begin in alef level Hebrew study.
Students participate in formal Hebrew
classes through sixth grade, when b’nei
mitzvah preparation begins.

For
more information, visit
the Web site
www.bethisrael.org, where you can find
registration forms, calendars, schedules,
curricula and contact information for the
registrar, Cecile Zelinsky, and educator,
Rabbi Susan E. Lippe.

At left, CAARS
kids bake
hamantaschen
for Purim.

Congregation
Agudas Achim

C

ongregation Agudas Achim Religious School, fondly referred
to as CAARS, provides Jewish
education to nearly 300 students from
pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. This
year they welcome the leadership of Dr.
Harvey Raben, who as director of congregational learning will direct CAARS.
Dr. Raben brings more than 30 years
of experience in classroom teaching,
program administration and training, and
educational leadership. He arrives in his
new position having most recently served
the San Diego Jewish community. With a
doctorate in education from the University of Toronto, Raben will bring a broad
perspective and an in-depth knowledge of
emerging trends while empowering teachers to integrate the traditional and the new.
Last year CAARS was named the “United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Framework for Excellence” — an
achievement akin to a “Blue Ribbon
School” in the public school system. Dr. Raben looks forward to
continuing the outstanding tradition of instilling a love and knowledge of Judaism in each child.
Highlights of CAARS and
youth programming:
• Family education programs are offered throughout the school year, such as
“Pajama Havdalah,” Shema Program and
mitzvah projects.
• CAARS offers diverse programs, such
as the “Jewish Experience in New York”
for 10th-graders and overnights for students in grades 4-5.
• Torah and Haftarah Trope (chanting)
classes and service learning choices for
pre-B’nai Mitzvah students are offered
during the regular program.
Agudas Achim offers comprehensive
b’nai mitzvah training. Through meaningful group and individualized learning, the
environment provided begins the children
on their journey as responsible, active
Jewish adults. The b’nai mitzvah coordinator gives personalized attention to each
student and family.
The congregation at large is actively
involved in bettering the community, and
Agudas Achim youth are no exception.
Over the past year, CAARS students have
participated in such activities as making

After B’nei Mitzvah — Beth Israel
expects all students to participate in Jewish education throughout their lives. In
seventh grade, students begin to attend a
later session of Sunday School. On Sundays, at noon-2 p.m., grades 7-10 participate in grade-level courses as well as
electives. Students study Torah and Jewish history as well as Jewish music, cooking and art. Rabbi Steven Folberg teaches
10th-graders on Sundays and 11th- and
12th-graders on alternate Wednesday
evenings. At Beth Israel, they love hiring
their high school students as teaching assistants for Sunday School classes.

journals for the Ronald McDonald House,
visiting seniors at a nearby nursing home,
stuffing backpacks with school supplies
for HIPPY, assembling food for refugees,
feeding Austin’s homeless through Mobile
Loaves and Fishes, delivering cookies
to hospital personnel on Christmas Day,
making blankets for children at Refugee
Services of Texas, and participating in the
Austin Jewish communitywide program
for teens called J-Serve.
Teens grow and learn through the
interactive groups USY, for students in grades 9-12, and Kadima,
for sixth through eighth. Both
groups are open to Jewish youths
from around the Austin area.
With social events ranging from
pool parties to day trips to San Antonio and Schlitterbahn, regionally
recognized social action programs, a
monthly “Java Jews” discussion group,
and weekly minyanim, USY provides
something for everyone. The USY Regional Convention will be held in Austin
next June.
Agudas Achim welcomes back Maury
Jacobs as USY adviser and Samantha Tugentman as USY and Kadima adviser.
Members of the 5770 USY board (200910) are Sarah Laves, president; Aimee
Kanter, vice president/Israel affairs; Ari
Dimston, VP/religion, education, culture;
Elijah Price, VP/social action and tikkun
olam ; Drew Lieberman, VP/communications; and Louie Lutes, VP/outreach.
Agudas Achim is the center for Conservative Judaism in Austin. In the congregation,
a diverse group of singles, couples, families and seniors come together to worship,
study, better the community and enrich
their Jewish journeys. With leadership from
Rabbi Neil Blumofe, Dr. Raben, Assistant
Rabbi Rachel Kobrin (arriving Saturday,
Aug. 1) and a team of professional and lay

Agudas
Achim
kids
sound in
the New
Year.

leaders, Agudas Achim strives to promote
the welfare of the Jewish community, as
well as the larger Austin community.

Agudas Achim is located on the Dell Jewish Community Campus. Visit the Web site
www.caa-austin.org for more information.

Keedo Fall/Winter 2009 is arriving!
35% off full price for a limited time only.

All Spring/Summer 2009, 50% off full price.

unique style • comfortable play and occasion clothing

Only at

6507 Jester Blvd., Suite 505-A
Located in Jester Village Shopping Center at Jester Blvd.
and 2222 next to Austin Dance Company

512.465.2993
Also shop online at www.sabikids.com
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Congregation
Shir Ami

C

ongregation Shir Ami Religious
School seeks to instill in children an
appreciation of their place in the historic,
present and future contexts of the Jewish
people; pride in their Jewish identity; and
the value of participating in the greater
Jewish community.
Shir Ami’s spiritual leader, Cantor Marie
Betcher, also serves as director of education for the Religious School. Betcher is
certified and invested by Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of ReligionSchool of Sacred Music in New York. She
is a member of the American Conference
of Cantors, in which all members are invested clergy. She has led T’filot and sung
at ACC conventions and is chair of the
ACC Caring Committee and a co-chair for
ACC’s 2010 convention in Memphis, Tenn.
Betcher has developed a curriculum
that uses songs, crafts and activities to
teach Jewish history, holidays and rituals,
as well as Torah, Hebrew and Israel. In
the Religious School, children can enjoy
themselves, learn Jewish values and ethics, develop positive associations with
Jewish learning, and build a network of
Jewish friends.
For the 2009-10 year, the Religious
School plans an open house for all new
and prospective students at 5-7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 26. Classes start Monday, Aug.
31, for all students, with an additional
class on Wednesdays for older students as
they prepare for their bar/bat mitzvah.
Classes, ranging in size from six to 10
students, meet Mondays, at 5-6:30 p.m.
for ages 6-7 and 5-7 p.m. for ages 8-13.
Classes also meet at 5-7 p.m. Wednesdays
for ages 10-13. Pre b’nei mitzvah instruction in T’filot and Nusach is emphasized in
all grades. There is a Consecration Class
each year, as well as a post-bar/bat mitzvah class, which will become Shir Ami’s
first Confirmation Class next Shavuot. The
class was started and is taught by Dottie
Elliott, under Betcher’s direction.
A Torah Service is held each Monday,
as the Religious School leads students in
developing love and respect for Torah,
learning about the Parashyot, and singing
the appropriate music for the service. New
this year will be a Torah-based curriculum
for all students. Modeling the program after “Storahtelling.” Betcher will add exciting ways to learn about the weekly Torah
portions through art and drama.
The Shir Ami Gan Yeladim Religious
School Choir rehearses during Religious
School and performs year-round at such
communitywide events as “Chanukah
in the Hood” and “Pesach in the Hood,”
as well as services and life-cycle observances. The choir also presents an annual
Purimshpiel, complete with costumes,
set and Broadway show tunes. They also
sing for Second Night Seder and Shabbat
Across America.
Shir Ami’s Shofar Corps, comprising students from the Religious School,
will sound the Shofar during the High
Holidays at children’s services and after
Neilah.
Religious School students often lead
parts of Shir Ami services. Students actively participate in the life of Shir Ami,

Shir Ami Religious School’s choir
performs at ‘Pesach in Hood.’

such as painting classrooms for a Mitzvah
Day project, and creating and making
individual tiles that were presented to the
congregation for its fifth-year celebration.
In addition to services the first Friday
of each month at 8 p.m., Shir Ami has a
Children’s Shabbat Service (established
by Beth Rogalski and now run by Anna
Szentivanyi).
For more information, contact Betcher
(585-2895 or cantoree@austin.rr.com)
or Rogalski, vice president of Religious
School (brogalski@austin.rr.com).

ACE ACADEMY
A private, independent school for

Gifted Students Pre-K to 8th
Donna Hulsey, Head of School

206-4070

www.AustinGifted.org
Monthly information session, 2nd Wed of each month at 1 pm • For info. or RSVP, 203-4540

Located at 3901 Shoal Creek Blvd. in the Beth Israel Ed. Bldg.

Home of Summer Wonders
B”H

We’ve got a great reason for the whole family to smile!

We send our kids to BMHA

BAIS MENACHEM HEBREW ACADEMY– Jewish Day School
Outstanding Religious and Secular Learning • High Teacher/Student Ratio
Warm Family Atmosphere • Reasonable Tuition

Give your family a reason to smile. Call us at (512) 343-2500

Speech, Language and Hearing Services, Inc.
Speech, Language and Hearing Services, Inc. is a private clinic that provides diagnostic evaluations
and therapy services for children and adults with communication disorders. Services are provided
for a wide range of communication disorders including autism, articulation, language disorders,
stuttering, voice disorders, oral-motor, apraxia, auditory processing, reading and learning. We
work with a wide range of ages, and we specialize in working with children of all ages.
Stephanie Jasuta, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

President, Speech/Language Pathologist

DR. STEPHANIE JASUTA has been a speech/language pathologist for 32 years. She specializes
with two-year olds having delayed speech development, children with unclear speech, augmentive
communication, children with autism, PDD or apraxia diagnoses, and school-aged children with
neurological or learning challenges.
NANCY SCHUMANN has 32 years of experience in the public schools and a strong interest in
childhood and in school-aged children’s speech and language disorders, articulation and social
skills. She also has experience working with children who do not speak yet.

Nancy Schumann., M.S., CCC-SLP

We have recently added JAMIE JUDD-WALL to our staff who specializes with Assistive Technology
and teams with Dr. Jasuta to provide augmentative communication services. Her number is
512.826.2209.

Speech/Language Pathologist

3500 Oakmont Blvd, Ste 102 • 512.346.9988 • • 512.422.7148 • speech.therapy@earthlink.net

B26

Back to School

11 Av-11 Elul, 5769

The Jewish Outlook

Temple Beth Shalom

B

elieving that educating young people is a
commandment that all
have the responsibility to fulfill,
Temple Beth Shalom offers free
educational programming to all
its members.
Religious School is offered to
children in kindergarten through
confirmation at 9:30 a.m.-noon
Sundays. Hebrew School, offered to children beginning in the
third grade, meets at 4:30-6 p.m.
Wednesdays.
The congregation’s Religious
School program seeks to foster a
reverence for God and a lifelong
love for Jewish learning, with
involvement of parents, children,
Rabbi Alan Freedman, Religious
School Director Karyn Epstein
and educators. Family T’fillah
begins each Sunday morning’s
program. Parents are encouraged
to participate in the classroom
throughout the year as well as
through social and educational
programming. Students lead
monthly early Shabbat services
for the congregation.
The Religious School staff
includes the director and teachers
from broad Judaic teaching back-

C

grounds and experiences. The
curriculum includes (CHAI) a
focus on ethical values education.
Recognizing the uniqueness of
each child, the Religious School
program tries to reach every
child through a variety of educational methods, officials said.
Educators employ experiential
learning, Midrash and various
other creative approaches in an
effort to connect with each child.
Each week, students participate in music sessions in their
classrooms with Beth Shalom’s
cantorial soloist, Abby Gostein,
and have the opportunity to
check-out books from the congregation’s library.
Students may participate in an
active bar/bat mitzvah program
that involves family learning as
well as individual student preparation and Natan Torah — the
presentation of the Torah portion
and study guide.
The congregation is actively
involved in bettering the community, and the youth are no exception. Shalomites is a havurah
of our families with children age
5 and under. Beth Shalom organizes Judaic programming that

ongregation Shalom Rav, Austin’s
only Reconstructionist-affiliated and
Renewal-sponsoring synagogue, offers
Religious School for children.
One unique aspect of Shalom Rav’s
Jewish education program is that children
and adults meet at the same time on Sundays, at 2-4 p.m., instead of during the
Sunday morning or weekday hours. Children receive instruction that includes total
preparation for formal and creative prayer,

focuses on the unique needs and
schedules of families with young
children, such as a 30-minute Tot
Shabbat the first Friday of each
month and one Saturday each
month, holiday activities involving arts and crafts, children’s
music and condensed and childlingo liturgy (Chanukah Party,
Family Seder), a pre-religious
school educational program for
children age 2-5 (Torah Tots),

Congregation Shalom Rav
plus technical help with being ready for
bar/bat mitzvah. The Religious School and
adult programs meet in a private home in
the Northwest Hills area of Austin.
Students in the pre-b’nei mitzvah classes receive complete in-house davening
(Jewish Siddur prayer training) so that
busy families can accomplish these ba-

Hays ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 — Staff development
and prep days
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Oct. 2 — First six-week period
ends
Oct. 5 — Second six-week period
begins
Oct. 12 — Student holiday/
staff development and prep day
for secondary schools/teacher
conferences for elementary
Nov. 6 — Second six-weeks period
ends
Nov. 9 — Third six-weeks period
begins
Nov. 23-24 — Student holidays/
“exchange days” for staff
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 18 — Fall semester ends
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4-5 — Student holidays/staff

social events such as Havdalah,
potluck dinners and play groups
so young Jewish families can get
to know one another (see Web
site calendar for quarterly events)
and much more!
Also, teens learn and grow
through the congregation’s
NFTY youth groups — one for
grades 6-8 and anothe for students in grades 9-12. Through
these programs teens forge and

development and prep days
Jan. 6 — Spring semester begins
Jan. 18 — Holiday
Feb. 15 — Student holiday/
staff development and prep day
Feb. 19 — Fourth six-weeks
period ends
Feb. 22 —Fifth six-weeks period
begins
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
April 2 — Holiday
April 16 — Fifth six-weeks period
ends
April 19 — Student holiday/
staff development and prep day
(bad-weather makeup day #1,
if needed)
April 20 — Final six-week period
begins
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 3 — Last day of school
June 4 — Staff prep day (badweather makeup day #2, if needed)

sics all in the Sunday
afternoon sessions.
Shalom Rav encourages families to attend
Friday night services at the Jewish Community Center on the first Friday of each
month, a Torah & Renewal service once a
month on a Shabbat morning, or monthly

build friendships, maintain lifelong Reform Jewish identities,
and leadership skills through
community building, worship,
social action, and experiential
youth-led Jewish educational
programming.
Beth Shalom is located on the
Dell Jewish Community Campus.
For more information, visit the
Web site www.bethshalomaustin.
org or call Epstein at 735-8904.

Tot Shabbat services. As they get closer
to bar/bat mitzvah, students are invited to
lead prayers.
In addition to the regular Sunday afternoon class structure offered SeptemberMay, Rabbi Monty Eliasov regularly
schedules tutorials in Hebrew and b’nei
mitzvah lessons.
For more information, visit the Web site
www.main.org/shalomrav/ or call Rabbi
Monty at 401-9856.

Lake Travis ISD

2009-10 Academic Calendar

Aug. 17-21 — Staff development
days
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Sept. 15 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
Sept. 22 — Early release for
elementary and middle schools
Oct. 2 — 2-hour delay in start
for staff development
Oct. 23 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 26 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Oct. 27 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 23-24 — Student holidays/
staff development days
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 18 — Early release
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4 — School resumes

Jan. 15 — Second nine-weeks
period ends
Jan. 18 — Student holiday/
staff development day
Jan. 19 — Third nine-weeks
period begins
Feb. 15 — Student holiday/
staff development day
(bad-weather makeup day, if
needed)
March 15-19 — Holidays
(spring break)
April 1 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
April 2 — Holiday
April 5 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
May 21 — 2-hour delay in start
for staff development
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 3 — Last day of school
June 4 — Staff workday
(bad-weather makeup day, if
needed
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Dripping Springs ISD
2009-10 Academic Calendar

From left: Daniela Pearl (holding Natalie Koeller), Iris and Sara Koeller, Lior Pearl,
David Koeller, Sofia Pineda, Maiyan Pearl, Ilan Ben-Moshe, and Eden and Cantor
Yitzhak Ben-Moshe, spiritual leader of Beth El.

Congregation
Beth El

Aug. 17-21 — Staff
development and prep days
Aug. 24 — First day of school
Sept. 7 — Holiday (Labor Day)
Oct. 12 — Student holiday/staff
development and workday
Oct. 16 — First nine-weeks period
ends
Oct. 19 — Second nine-weeks
period begins
Nov. 25-27 — Holidays
(Thanksgiving break)
Dec. 18 — Fall semester ends
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 — Holidays
(winter break)
Jan. 4-5 — Student holidays/staff
development and workdays
Jan. 6 — Spring semester begins

Koeller, president, at 231-0266, or go online to www.bethelaustin.org.

I

nterested in having your children learn
the Hebrew language and Judaica topics
and you are not a member of one of the
large congregations in Austin? Check out
Congregation Beth El.
With the arrival last year of their spiritual leader, Cantor Yitzhak Ben-Moshe,
congregants
have restarted a
vibrant, meaningful weekly Hebrew School for
children ages 5 to b’nei mitzvah.
The current classes are specially tailored to individual learning needs of
students. Classes, appropriate for children
age 6-10 emphasize Hebrew language,
and Judaica topics, such as holidays. Also,
Beth El offers a bar/bat mitzvah preparation class for ages 11-13.
For more information, including costs,
contact the congregation at
bethelaustin@yahoo.com, or Kevin

Congregation
Kol Halev

D

ue to the current restructuring of
Congregation Kol Halev, the exact
structure of its educational programs was
unsettled at press time. But the congregation intends to continue to provide educational programming for children through
the age of bar/bat mitzvah, as well as for
adults.
At Kol Halev, spiritual goals are individual and personal. The
role of the congregation
and its leadership is facilitative, providing resources, guidance and support
for members’ spiritual
journeys.
Kol Halev works with families to ensure
that kids and parents are involved with
Jewish learning, not just to prepare for one
occasion, but to enrich their lives. Bar/
bat mitzvah studies are personalized to fit
the individual needs and interests of each
student.
Visit the Web site www.kolhalev.org for
more information.

We know that you miss
your COLLEGE STUDENT.
Send them a UNIQUE "AUSTIN" CARE PACKAGE
packed in a reusable recycle bag with many
Austin originals including:
El Lago Chips • Jardine's Queso • Austinuts
Lammes Pralines • Russells’s cookies • Sweet Leaf Tea

Savor Austin
GIFT & CARE PACKAGES

www.savoraustin.net
512-329-5948 or 512-799-7427
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Feb. 1-2 — Student holidays/staff
developmentt and workdays
March 12 — Third nine-weeks
period ends
March 15-19 — Holidays (spring
break)
March 22 — Final nine-weeks
period begins
April 2 — Holiday (Good Friday)
April 9 — Holiday (bad-weather
makeup day, if needed)
May 27-28 — Final exams
and prep days
May 31 — Holiday (Memorial Day)/
bad-weather makeup day, if needed
June 1-3 — Final exams
and prep days
June 3 — Last day of school
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Congregation Beth Israel
3901 Shoal Creek Blvd. • Austin, TX 78756 • 512-454-6806 • www.bethisrael.org

Congregation Beth Israel offers many rich educational opportunities for students of all ages.
We hope you will find the classes and the community you are looking for here at Congregation Beth Israel.

It’s great to be a part of Congregation Beth Israel
because of the variety of students. No student
at CBI ever has to feel like “the only one who.”
CBI tries to help all students feel at home, so
no one ever feels like the only dyslexic Hebrew
student or the only kid with two moms. Come
celebrate the rich diversity of Jewish life in
Austin here at Congregation Beth Israel.

Our Education Committee strives to include a
wide spectrum of parent and student voices.
We are constantly improving our education
program here at Beth Israel. We aim to provide
children and adults with exciting Jewish
opportunities to learn more and to do more.

There is no graduation from Judaism. Here at
Congregation Beth Israel we want to celebrate all
the various milestones in Jewish education –
from consecration to confirmation,
from Saturday morning Torah study to
our evening Adults Only Purim class.

www.bethisrael.org

On our website, you can find registration forms, calendars, schedules, and curricula for our youth and
adult education programs. Or you can contact our Registrar, Cecile Zelinsky, and our Educator, Rabbi
Susan E. Lippe at 454-1589 or education@bethisrael.org for more information.

