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WHAT'S COMING UP
75TH ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY CONCERT
The 75th Annual Palm Sunday concert will be held on
Sunday, April 9 at 4:00 PM in the sanctuary. Please join us for this
wonderful afternoon of music.
Palm Sunday poster

LAST CHANCE TO COME TO
OUR FISH DINNER
This Friday, we will hold our final Fish Dinner for this year, from
4:30 PM to 7:00 PM. We would like to invite you to come and not
only enjoy a wonderful dinner, but also support our church. There
is a variety of seafood dinners to enjoy, both baked and fried.
There are also hot dogs for the kids and any kid at heart who
doesn't like fish. Why not join us for this last Friday in Lent before
Holy Week?

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Our Vision
Praising God and
meeting
the needs of people
through

Do you believe in making a difference? Would you like to help
renew the cities of Stratford and Bridgeport? What if we started
with one house at a time? That's what Habitat for Humanity does.
They help to either renew or build a home for a working poor
family. They charge them the cost of building the home without
interest. They then use the money they receive from that
home to help build another.

worship, study,
outreach
and fellowship,
in the name of
Jesus Christ.

This week, we are meeting on Saturday at 9:00 AM to work on a
home. But we need to tell the people who organize each building
project how many people will come, so we need to know today. If
you would like to join us, please respond to this email today so that
I can get this information to those who need it. It really is a fun
time where you get to know people from the church and you feel
good about making a difference. Hit respond right now if you
would like to come and I will send more details.

WEEKLY LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE
Every Tuesday during the season of Lent, we are having a brief time
of prayer, scripture reading, and communion at 7:00 PM. The
service is for those who need a little boost during the week. This
service will run no longer than a half an hour and
we will meet in the Pastor's Parlor to start. If you could use a little
push in your spiritual life during the season of Lent,
then please join us at 7:00 PM.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
TENEBRAE SERVICE
People tell us this is the most moving and spiritual experience of
the whole year. We will once again read through the final days and
final hours of the life of Christ. It is a service that the Deacons
organize and perform. There is no sermon, only the
words of scripture and a time of entering more and more into
darkness until the whole church is dark. If this doesn't interest
you, then you need to come even more.
The service begins at 7:30 PM on April 13 in the Sanctuary.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
AT BOOTHE PARK
Every year, our church has a Sunrise Service at Boothe Park just as
the sun is rising. Each year, either Meg or I, and sometimes one of
the clergy in the community, proclaim the good news that Christ is
risen. The service will begin this year at 6:00 AM. Yep, that's right,
6:00 AM. We meet outdoors in front of the three large wooden
crosses and the players and vocalists from the contemporary band
lead us in worship. You might think that you could never get up
that early for a service. Well, every year, about 100 to 150 people
come and join us in this very special service. Afterward, we go
inside to enjoy coffee and doughnuts. It's a wonderful way to start
your Easter. Hope to see you there.

DAILY LENTEN DISCIPLINES
I hope all of you have received your yellow Lenten Envelopes. If
you notice, there is a prayer written on the back of each envelope.
All these prayers were either compiled or written by Mr. Walt
Dunbar. They are short, succinct, to the point, and are a wonderful
way to point each day in a spiritual direction. My hope is that you
will use these envelopes by daily saying the prayer found for each
day of the week, and then placing an offering in the envelope. We
hope to take up these envelopes on Easter.

CROP WALK
We have our annual Crop Walk coming up on May 7. Registration is
at 1:30 PM and the walk begins at 2:00 PM. The walk takes place
at Seaside Park in Bridgeport and spans ten kilometers. Those who
walk ask people to pledge a certain amount for each kilometer we
walk. Of the money we raise, twenty-five percent supports
programs that feed the hungry locally in our community and the
rest goes toward hunger relief across the globe.
This year, we would like to double the number of people walking
from our church. If you are interested, there will be someone
upstairs in Upper Packard Hall on Sunday
who can give you more direction.
Also, you can go to http://www.crophungerwalk.org/bridgeportct
for more information.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
CONCERNING OUR
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY,
MRS. SANDY O'NEILL
Sandy O'Neill, our church administrator, had surgery on March 1
for diverticulitis. She will be out of commission until April 12.
During that time, the office hours will be reduced and changed to
10:00 AM to 1:30 PM, Monday through Thursday. The office will
continue to be closed on Fridays until the middle of April.
Allison Fay has agreed to work in the office during that time. We
are so grateful to have her joining us during those hours.
Our main concern is that Sandy has a successful surgery and can
recuperate without any complications. Keep this wonderful person
in your prayers.

UPDATE ON SHIRLEY PORTER
Shirley Porter continues to recover from surgery. She was released
from Lord Chamberlain and will continue her recovery at home.

COME TO FRANCE WITH US
If you would like to go with our group to France next September,
this is the time to let Meg know!
We have a nice group going, but we do still have a few spots left.
This is a trip of a lifetime!
If you are interested, talk to Meg and give her the reservation form
and deposit as soon as possible.
Paper copies of the brochure are available at church or
Meg can email you an electronic copy.
Invite your relatives, friends or neighbors!

WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW
BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 10:00 AM, there is a Bible study led by Mrs.
Bessie Burton. Right now, they are studying different spiritual
practices to help you grow in your relationship with God. The
study takes place in the Board Room in Upper Packard Hall. People
taking part in the group are at all levels of Bible knowledge. You
don't need to know the Bible in order to come. In fact, that's why
you should come. We can always learn a lot more.
If your are interested in an evening Bible Study, please see Bessie
Burton after church. Thank you.

LORD'S KITCHEN
As part of our participation with the Lord's Kitchen, we are
accepting donations for toiletries to be distributed during our turn
at serving meals. We are looking for things like shampoo, soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, tissues, and toilet paper.
There will be a donation box in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, you can call Jean Martire at 203-876-9390.

WHAT JUST HAPPENED
MAGIC SHOW WITH
MAGICIAN JAY REIDY

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

PONDERINGS

SERMONS ON OUR WEBSITE
If you're interested in hearing sermons from last week's service, or
sermons from the last month, you can find them at our website,
firstchurchstratford.org.

IN NEED OF PRAYER

April 9 Prayer List

QUICK LINKS
Our website: www.firstchurchstratford.org
UCC website: www.ucc.org
Connecticut Conference website: www.ctucc.org
For the March Courier: Go to the church website

JOKE OF THE WEEK

Calendar
April 7, 2017

Lenten Fish Fry 4:30 PM-7:00 PM

April 9, 2017

Morning Worship and Sunday School 10:00 AM
Fellowship Coffee Hour and WSL Bake Sale 11:15 AM
75th Annual Palm Sunday Concert 4:00 PM
Junior Pilgrim Fellowship 5:00 PM-7:00 PM

Contact Info
First Congregational Church of Stratford
2301 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615
Pastor Edward Rawls
2033782644

