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A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
“Patriotism and Protest”
As we approach the Fourth of July all of us are filled with patriotism and once again realize how lucky we are to live in this country. It is a wonderful thing to be an American. After
hearing the many stories of older veterans and their heroism, I truly believe that we do live
among the home of the brave and the land of the free.
But one thing that I have often heard over and over all of my adult life is that if you
protest against any of the policies of our nation that somehow you are not being patriotic.
And if you are ever critical of any of its policies or its leaders, that you love this country less
than others. Our country was founded on the brave protests of others, from the Boston Tea
Party in 1773 to the Civil Rights movement of the fifties and sixties. Our country wouldn’t be
what it is today if it hadn’t been for the brave men and women who were willing to be misunderstood and even maligned because they loved this country enough to believe it could be
better.
Many think they are quoting Stephen Decatur correctly when they say, “My country
right or wrong.” But this is not exactly what he said and it has often been taken out of context. Stephen Decatur was a commodore in the US Navy from 1816-1820. One night in giving a toast he said. “Our Country! In her intercourse with foreign nations may she always be
in the right; but right or wrong, our country!” And I wholeheartedly agree. Regardless of
what goes on this is still my country. But that doesn’t mean I keep silent when I see something wrong that needs to be addressed. In fact, that would be the most cowardly and unpatriotic thing anyone could ever do. And I am sure Decatur would have agreed that when
our country is in the wrong it is our patriotic duty to right the wrong.
So it behooves us in this time of such deep factions that we be careful in our discourse
and in our disagreements. We must never call those who disagree with us unpatriotic or unAmerican. I wish to God that at some point in our lives we would all risk being called unpatriotic, if that means standing up for what you believe is right. You could end up being misunderstood and maligned by others. But that’s also what courage is. It’s what it means to not
only be a patriot but a Christian. It means standing up for what is right, and not personally
attacking those who attack you. This is what Christ meant by loving your enemies. It doesn’t
mean you agree with them or go along with them. You just honor and respect them while
speaking your truth.
-Continued on next page
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In closing we should always remember those who died or were willing to risk their lives
to defend our nation. But let us never forget that they defended it so we could be free. And
that means the freedom to disagree. But there is one thing on which we should all agree. We
want to build a nation that we are all proud of or as the Preamble to the Constitutions says,
“to form a more perfect union.” And that will always mean in each generation, working to
keep the ideals on which our country was founded.

Reverend Ed Rawls

WORSHIP IN JULY & AUGUST
During the summer I plan to have some fun preaching on some things that I have
wanted to talk about.

July 1 - Celebration of Holy Communion, A 4th of July Celebration, Mark 5:21-43
July 8 – “Faith Versus Science, How We Shoot Ourselves in the Foot”
Genesis 1: 1-27
July 15 – Genesis 2:8:-24 – “Mud People”
July 22 – I will either preach another sermon on the first chapters of Genesis or
do a sermon on The Lord’s Prayer. If I do it on Genesis, I plan to preach on the Lord’s
Prayer in August.
July and August will be a little less formal and I like to take this time to focus on
things I don't normally get to focus on during the year. One Sunday we plan to have the
sermon be "Ask the Pastor."

Friends, Romans, Church Members....!
Come to Italy in 2019!

We are starting to make plans for our trip to Italy in 2019! Our first general interest meeting went
well, and we talked through our possible itinerary. As soon as a few details come from Gate 1 Travel, we
will start taking reservations, which will be on a first-come, first-serve basis! First Congregational
members, friends, and friends from outside the community are all welcome to join us for this exciting
trip.
Those of us who have traveled with Gate 1 know that the hotels are nice, the food included in the
fee is excellent, and the tour guides are a wealth of knowledge! A surcharge will be built into our fee, to
make this a fundraiser for FCC as well as a spiritually and culturally enriching experience.
Italy.... beautiful art, cathedrals and architecture, history.... wonderful food! We will fly into
Venice, where we will have some free time, but also a boat ride to tour Murano, known world-wide for its
glassworks. We will also have a guided walking tour of romantic Venice, starting off at St. Mark's Square.
On the way to our next stop, Florence, we will stop in Pisa to see its famous leaning tower, along
with the cathedral, baptistry, and historic cemetery. Dean Keller, who was born in New Haven and who
taught at Yale for 40 years (see more about this work in the movie “The Monuments Men”) started
restoration of the beautiful and historic cemetery after it was damaged in World War 2. He had served as
an officer of the U.S. 5th Army in the Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives program, and he is buried in
this Medieval cemetery.
On the way to Florence, we will visit a local Tuscan farm for a wine tasting with local specialties.
Once in Florence, we will visit the museum which houses Michelangelo's famous David. We will see the
cathedral and baptistry, and open air museum. We will have a chance to dine at an authentic Tuscan
countryside restaurant. We will have plenty of free time to explore this wonderful old city on our own.
We will finish our tour in Rome, where there is so much to see: St. Peter's Basilica and the Sistine
Chapel, the historic places of “ancient Rome” with the Roman Forum and amphitheater that dates from
the time of the Roman Empire! Of course, when in Rome, we need to do as the Romans do, and have a
typical Roman restaurant dinner.
Please email Meg at any time with questions: megwillia@gmail.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS

SUMMER WORSHIP will begin at 9:30 a.m. and will take place in the sanctuary.
The summer time slot will be for all services in July and August only.
If a particular Sunday is extremely hot, a decision will be made to move services
to UPH or to cancel. We will follow the notification procedures used during the
winter in such a case. We look forward to seeing you at worship this summer!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Summer Office Hours for July and August.
Monday-Thursday 9am-1:30pm – Friday 9am-12pm

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2017/2018
The Church welcomed the Confirmation class as New Members in June
Joshua Bacon, son of Bernard and Kristine Bacon.
Kevin Collazo, son of Susan Collazo and grandson of Beverly Burns.
Victoria Delgado, daughter of John and Laurie Delgado.
Emma Dobrovich, daughter of Adam and Jamesette Dobrovich.
Michael Langston, son of Michael and Tammy Langston.
Brendan Murphy, son of Chris and Heather Murphy.
Kiersten Nyquist, daughter of Eric and Jennifer Nyquist.
Matthew Ranilla, son of Nick and Deborah Ranilla.
Hayden Smith, daughter of Rodney and Lucia Smith.
Kendall Smith, daughter of Rodney and Lucia Smith.
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THE WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE
Thank you
It is with tremendous gratitude that the Women’s Service League would like
to thank the folks who baked for the Stratford Day Bake Sale. Many thanks
to all who helped an d baked.

Women’s Service League-Next Meeting
The Women’s Service League will not meet
during the Summer.
Our next meeting will be on
September 8th.
Best wishes for a wonderful Summer!

Submission of information for the Courier: The September Courier deadline will be August 15, 2018.
Send all submissions for the Courier via the church email at firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com to
help make the production of the courier easier to process. For those of you who do not have a computer, your handwritten or typewritten articles will still be accepted, please have them in a few days
prior to the deadline. In addition, if you would like to receive your Courier via email, please contact
the church office 203-378-2644 and or check out the website for the Courier at
firstchurchstratford.org.
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation
Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator
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Your Advertisement
here!

Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a
multiple of sin. -1 Peter 4:8
Love you all, Donna Reynolds

BUILDING WEALTH
THROUGH PROTECTION
AGILITY AND COMMITMENT
Catamount Wealth Management
943 Post Road East, Westport, Connecticut 06880
T 203.226.0603 Toll Free 877.485.116 2 F 203.226.0200
info@catmg.com www.catmg.com

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place
Stratford, CT 06614
(203) 375-2200

Telephone (203) 378-6097
Fax (203) 378-1819

Robert J. Galello
Funeral Director

2220 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615

JOHN J.WHITE, JR.
President

225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615
12 Friar Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611

“SINCERE QUALITY”

Dennis & D’Arcy
Funeral Home
2611 Main Street Stratford, CT 06615
Burials - Cremations - Transportation
203-375-0798

Vinyl Siding - Replacement Windows & Doors - Roofing
Bow & Bay Windows - Gutters ? Storm Doors - Windows
www.whitehomeproducts.com
Business 203-336-5334 -

Fax 203-386-9915
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Welcome our New Members:

Doreen Fischetti is joining us today by Reaffirmation of Faith from St. James Church in Stratford. She is a
Stratford resident and is employed by Executive Home Care of Stratford as a Phlebotomist and home
health aide. Doreen is interested in helping with our Youth Group, Caregiver Program, Church Fair and
volunteering in the Church Office. She would like to be an Usher, and serve on the Board of Benevolence
and be part of the Women’s Service League. Doreen loves working with people and enjoys baking. She
feels all aspects of the church are important.
Brian Macisco is joining us today by Confession of Faith. He is a Stratford resident. Brian is interested in
helping with our Youth Group and the Church Fair. He is musically inclined and plays some musical instruments. Brian would like to be an Usher. His special skills are cooking, recording engineer and musician
friend. He enjoys being outdoors, kayaking, canoeing, paddling and his music. He feels all aspects of the
church are important.
Karla Mazzey is joining us today by Confession of Faith. She is a Stratford resident and is a self-employed
Dressmaker.
Kayla Meyers is joining us today by Confession of Faith. She is a Stratford resident and is a stay at home
mom/CNA. She is interested in helping with the Youth Group, Caregivers Program and babysitting. Her
special skills are CNA, First Aide, CPR and Child Education. Kayla enjoys reading, poetry and art.
Patricia and Fred Ogletree are joining us today by Reaffirmation of Faith. They are Stratford residents.
Patricia is a retired teacher. Fred is employed by Silver Source Agency of Stamford as an Outreach Program Director.
Rebecca (Becky) and Patrick Parnoff are joining us today by Reaffirmation of Faith and were former
members of St. Pius X of Fairfield. They are Stratford residents. Becky is a Teacher and is employed by
Darien Public Schools. She is interested in singing in the Choir. Her special skills are vocal/Music education. Patrick is employed by Indeed.com as a Senior Director of Sales. They feel that Family is very important to the church.
Mary-Jane Sjursen joins us today by Confession of Faith. She is a Stratford resident. Mary-Jane is a homemaker. She is interested in the Caregiver Program by providing transportation and would like to help with
the Church Fair. In addition she would like to be an Usher. May-Jane enjoys bowling and gardening. She
feels all aspects of the church are important.
Amanda and Richard Wauthier are joining us today by Reaffirmation of Faith. They are Stratford residents. They are interested in other volunteer opportunities. Amanda is currently coaching the BHS Varsity Cheer and will volunteer when time is available. They both feel that Christian Education, Community
Outreach and family are very important to the church.
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Congratulations to the Graduates:
Jordan Bacon, son of Bernard and Kristine Bacon, graduated from Fairfield University – Bachelor of
Arts Degree, Studio Art Major, Minor in Education; Minor in Classical Studies
Future plans: To pursue a career in Art Education
Nathaniel Larsen, son of Carl and Anne Larsen, graduated from Bunnell High School, he will be attending the University of Connecticut at Storrs and will be studying Mechanical Engineering.
Jonathan Larsen, son of Carl and Anne Larsen, graduated from Bunnell High School, he will be attending the University of Connecticut at Storrs and will be studying Digital Media and Game Design.
Elizabeth Larsen, daughter of Carl and Anne Larsen, graduated from Bunnell High School, she will be
attending the Housatonic Community College and will be studying Early Childhood Education.
Ryan Kardamis, son of Todd and Elizabeth Kardamis, graduated from Bunnell High School, he will be
attending the University of New Haven and will be studying Paramedicine which will prepare him to pursue employment as a paramedic.
Myles Olenski, son of Jackie Navarro, received a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Baylor University
Class of 2018.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Save the date
Wine Tasting Fundraiser
Sat. Nov. 17, 2018

GIFT CARD FOR THE GARDENER

PLANTS, MULCH, GRASS SEED, FERTILIZER
If you are headed to Home Depot or Lowes
Don’t go without a church GIFT CARD!!
Bring a check to church or go on line at ShopWithScrip.com, code –
9D7L7BDC55169
Thank you for helping to keep our church strong.
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THE ALL CHURCH RETREAT
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Our retreat – “Stubborn Angels” - begins Friday evening
around 7:00 p.m. with supper and fellowship; continues all
day Saturday, and then closes with worship Sunday morning.
(You can arrive at camp anytime after 3:00 p.m. Friday)
Email themorras@compuserve.com to reserve your spot.
 Cost for the weekend is $60.00 per adult – children under
18 attend free. (Includes meals, accommodations/tshirt/crafts –everything!) Please let us know as soon as
possible! a $10.00 deposit will hold your place.
 Difficult to commit to an entire weekend? Then please
come join us for the day on Saturday! – cost is $25.00.

Events for the weekend include but are not limited to:
Fellowship, fun, food!! Singing, worship, crafts, bible study, yoga,
swimming, cake wars, chili cook-off, games, s’mores with Grandma
Sue, more singing, bingo, talent show/sharing, scavenger hunt!
Last year we had a wonderful evening of storytelling Friday night with Val
Tutson! It is our hope to have a storyteller back again this year. We are
humbly asking if anyone can help to offset the cost of having one return we
would be very grateful. It was a special gift last year to begin our weekend
in such a meaningful way.

We hope you can join us! If you have any questions,
concerns please contact Frances Morra at 203-209-5676, or email at
themorras@compuserve.com.
Accommodations – cabins with bunk beds or private rooms B&B style (the rooms
go quickly – first come, first served! Some rooms are already reserved!)
Bathrooms/showers – the cabins have 2 showers for sharing;
the private rooms have a shared shower per each floor.
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Meredith Bump –7/2
Audrey Arcos – 7/3
Nicholas Jessop-7/5
Emma Dobrovich – 7/6
Benjamin Clough – 7/7
Kaitlyn Jessop-7/15
Scott Ezarik – 7/20
Alexa Joy – 7/21

July 2018
Sun

1
9:30 Worship w/
Communion
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

Mon

2
1pm-5:30pm Annual
Reviews

Tue

Wed

3
10am Yoga

4 Office Closed

8
9
9:30 Worship w/New
Members
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

10
10am Yoga

15
9:30 Worship
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

16

22
9:30 Worship
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

29
9am Worship at the
Beach
12:30pm FSBC

Thu

5
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

Fri

Sat

6

7
10am AA

11
12
10am Bible Study
10am Yoga
7:30pm Camera Club 7:15pm AA

13

14
10am AA

17
10am Yoga

18
10am Bible Study

19
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

20

21
10am AA

23

24
10am Yoga

25
26
10am Bible Study
10am Yoga
7:30pm Camera Club 7:15pm AA

27

28
10am AA
1pm-3pm Private
Party LPH

30

31
10am Yoga
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Nathan Carrano – 8/5
Weston White – 8/5
Conor Kane – 8/18
Hailey Fry – 8/20
McKeaon Jones – 8/24
Kelly Coralian – 8/25
CJ Peterson – 8/26
Evan Clough – 8/27
Archer White – 8/29
Helen Langston – 8/31
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10am Bible Study

2
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

3

4
10am AA

5
9:30 Worship w/
Communion
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

6

7
10am Yoga

8
10am Bible Study

9
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

10

11
10am AA

12
9:30 Worship
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

13

14
10am Yoga

15
10am Bible Study

16
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

17

18
10am AA

19
9:30 Worship
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

20

21
10am Yoga

22
10am Bible Study

23
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

24

25
10am AA

26
9:30 Worship
10:45 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

27

28
10am Yoga

29
10am Bible Study

30
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

31

