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A NOTE FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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“Homecoming” - See you soon!
Several of the churches I have served over the years have marked one of the Sundays in
September as “Homecoming Sunday.” The idea behind this is that so many people take vacation
time in the summer, or get involved in weekend projects and don't make it to church, that finally
September is the time when the full church community comes back together.
Each Spring, I know that a lot of us plan to be at church whenever we can over the summer,
but other things come up, and summer is the time when our schedules are a little freer so that we
have the opportunity to do these various things. So I am not complaining or trying to make anyone
feel guilty if they haven't been in church much this summer. I, myself, have not been there very
often! But I am excited to get back to the fall schedule at church.
Ed and I have been planning, and meeting with some church leaders, and we have some fun
things planned for this coming Fall. We are going to be engaging in various projects to enable us
to get to know one another better; lifetime members and church school families, newest members
and those who have been here for decades. And we will be looking for God's help to discern what
First Congregational's mission is for the 21st century.
Stay tuned for the activities of Fall 2018, and be part of it all as the Spirit moves our spirits at
FCC!
Meg Williams

THANKS
By the time you read this, I will be back in church on a regular basis! My medical journey has been long
and arduous, but I am in full recovery mode at this point. Scans show no sign of cancer, and my original
surgeries to address an intestinal condition are both successfully completed.
Thank you all for your prayers, cards, meals, restaurant gift cards, and other expressions of thoughtfulness. Your support made the way easier to bear and kept my spirits up. I am blessed to be part of such a
caring congregation!
John joins me in expressing our deepest gratitude Meg Williams

PA

WORSHIP
September Worship
September 2—Communion Sunday and Labor Day Weekend. Worship services will
start back at 10:00am. Scriptures: James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9-Retreat Weekend, Rev. Meg will be preaching here at church.
Scriptures: Mark 7:24-37, James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
September 16-Worship with Sunday School. This is the Sunday when everything
starts up again in church. Scriptures: Mark 8:27-38, James 3:1-12
September 23-Morning Worship with Blessing of Backpacks, and Sunday School.
Scriptures: Mark 9:30-37, James 3:13-4:3, 7-8
September 30-Morning Worship and Sunday School. Scriptures: Mark 9:38-50,
James 5:13-20

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
Stewardship Corner:
The word “steward” means a person who manages or looks after another’s property. In the time of
Jesus, a steward was the manager of someone else’s household; their property; and other assets they
may have owned. The steward was not the owner of these things.
As Christians, we are all God’s stewards. God owns everything. We are to carefully manage his creation and its resources. We don’t own anything.
As stewards of God we are responsible to carry on his work in this world and to keep the church that
Jesus created growing and prospering.
Giving generously to our church and its missions in the world shows our gratitude to God for all the
blessings He has bestowed on us.
His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I
will set thee over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord. (Matt. 25:21)

Friends, Romans, Church Members....!
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Come to Italy in 2019!

We have some spaces still available if you would like to come to Italy with us next year! First Congregational members,
friends, and friends-of-friends are all welcome to join us for this exciting trip. I am continuing to take reservations on a firstcome, first-serve basis. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call and leave a message for me at church or email me.
(megwillia@gmail.com) We are going to have a wonderful time and we would love YOU to join us!

Those of us who have traveled with Gate 1 know that the hotels are four star or above, the food included in the fee is
excellent, and the tour guides are a wealth of knowledge! A surcharge will be built into our fee, to make this a fundraiser for
FCC as well as a spiritually and culturally enriching experience.

Italy.... beautiful art, cathedrals and architecture, history.... wonderful food! We will fly into Venice, where we will
have some free time, but also a boat ride to tour Murano, known world-wide for its glassworks. We will also have a guided
walking tour of romantic Venice, starting off at St. Mark's Square.
On the way to our next stop, Florence, we will stop in Pisa to see its famous leaning tower, along with the cathedral,
baptistry, and historic cemetery. Dean Keller, who was born in New Haven and who taught at Yale for 40 years (see more about
this work in the movie “The Monuments Men”) started restoration of the beautiful and historic cemetery after it was damaged
in World War 2. He had served as an officer of the U.S. 5th Army in the Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives program, and he is
buried in this Medieval cemetery.
On the way to Florence, we will visit a local Tuscan farm for a wine tasting with local specialties. Once in Florence, we
will visit the museum which houses Michelangelo's famous David. We will see the cathedral and baptistry, and open air museum. We will have a chance to dine at an authentic Tuscan countryside restaurant. We will have plenty of free time to explore
this wonderful old city on our own.

We will finish our tour in Rome, where there is so much to see: St. Peter's Basilica and the Sistine Chapel, the historic
places of “ancient Rome” with the Roman Forum and amphitheater that dates from the time of the Roman Empire! Of course,
when in Rome, we need to do as the Romans do, and have a typical Roman restaurant dinner.

Meg Williams
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Join the Choir
First Congregational Church of Stratford is looking for singers to join their Chancel
Choir under the direction of Dr. Joe Utterback, Director of Music at the church.
Church membership not required.
Rehearsals are held on Thursday nights at 7:30pm,.
Rehearsals start back up on September 13, 2018, downstairs in the music room.
The motto of the church is ...
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”.
Reverend Ed Rawls is the Senior Minister
and Reverend Meg Williams is the Associate Minister.
First Congregational Church is located at 2301 Main Street, Stratford.
It is the church with distinctive red doors.
All are welcome.
If you are interested in joining or would like more information,
please call the church office 203-378-2644 or see Dr. Joe Utterback after worship.
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The annual Church Picnic will follow worship on September 16th
Sign up for dishes will be in Upper Packard Hall after worship, beginning
August 26th. Please stop by to sign up to bring a food item;
last name beginning:
A – M to sign up for Salad / Side dish item
N – Z to sign up for Dessert item
Hamburgers, hot dogs and beverage will be provided by the Board of
Christian Education.
We look forward to seeing you for a day of fellowship, fun and good food!

If you would be willing to volunteer and assist with the setup, cleanup or
help put out the food items, please see Steve Bump.
Please note the parking lot will be closed the day of the picnic.
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In Memory Of:
Raymond Severance
Joseph Lutheran
Frederick Zorn
Marilyn Lyndmark
Charles Duey
Betty Lou Fleisch

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE

Women’s Service League Meeting
Hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful summer.
The next meeting of the Women’s Service League
will be September 8 at 10am.
When we will “reconnect” and make plans for another season.
Join us for a brief meeting with dessert and coffee/tea while we visit and
enjoy each others company. As we make plans for anew year.
We especially welcome all new members and remember, if you can’t
come for the entire meeting, please feel free to come late and leave early.
You are welcome anytime!!!!

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE

Be on the lookout for information
about the Women’s Service League

POTLUCK SUPPER
Coming in October….
We will have Good Food,
Great Entertainment,
Fun Fellowship,
and a Great Evening!
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Sunday School News
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Submitted By Kristine Bacon
Director of Christian Education

Sunday School 2018–2019 year begins!

The first day of Sunday School will be on September 16th, 2018 at 10:00 am!
Please plan on arriving at Church at 9:30 am to register your child for the upcoming
school year as registration will begin at 9:30 am in Lower Packard Hall. Our goal is to
have all children registered and in their classroom by 10:00 am. We will have staff on
hand to bring your child to their classroom and to help answer any questions.
We will also be handing out helpful information for the upcoming year, so please plan
accordingly to attend this registration time and ask any questions you may have.
Calling all backpacks!!! This is one of the key items that many of our kids use during
the school year. We would like to prepare the Sunday School children for a great
academic year ahead and perform a ‘blessing of the backpacks’ during the Children’s
Moment on September 23rd. Please be sure to have your child bring his or her
backpack to Church on this day for the blessing.
We are looking forward to a great year of fun, learning and also encourage parent
involvement. Please feel free to bring any suggestions and/or comments to our
attention.
Looking forward to seeing you in September!
Warmest Regards,
Kristine Bacon
Director of Christian Education
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Attention all Sunday School Children in Grades 1 through 8
Do you like to sing? Would you like to be part of a group of kids your age who also enjoy music and singing? Do you have half an hour immediately after church to
learn new songs and rehearse with Dr. Joe and Ms. Laurie while your family enjoys
socializing at fellowship hour?
The Youth Choir is for kids your age and we’d love for you to be part of it! We will
enjoy learning new songs and making “beautiful music” together. This year we are
planning several special events and songs with percussion instruments, and would
love for you to join in the fun!
Please complete the form below and return it to the Sunday School office by September 30th, 2018, if you are interested in being a part of this exciting youth music
program. The first rehearsal will be in the Music room on Sunday, October 7th,
2018, after worship. We’ll want to prepare something special for Thanksgiving and,
of course, Christmas and the Valentine’s Potluck Dinner & Talent Show. Don’t worry if you’re not a fabulous singer! It will be fun to be part of the group, learn new
songs, and spend half an hour a week with Dr. Joe and Ms. Laurie!
YES! I am interested in joining the Youth Choir. Please have the below completed
in full so we can contact you with Youth Choir information:
Name: ______________________________________ Grade: _____________________________
Parent /Guardian Name: ____________________________ Phone: _____________________
E-Mail address: ____________________________________________________________________
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CHURCH FAIR TAG SALE
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Remember the buried “treasures” that you collected, but can’t use them anymore?
Please save them for our Church Fair Tag Sale!
Thank you,
Board of Benevolence

Submission of information for the Courier: The October Courier deadline will be September 15, 2018.
Send all submissions for the Courier via the church email at firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com to help
make the production of the courier easier to process. For those of you who do not have a computer, your
handwritten or typewritten articles will still be accepted, please have them in a few days prior to the
deadline. In addition, if you would like to receive your Courier via email, please contact the church office
203-378-2644 and or check out the website for the Courier at firstchurchstratford.org.
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation
Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator
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Boy Scout Troop 71 News

Troop 71 spent the week of August 5th - August 12th at Camp Yawgoog. This was
the troop’s 46th year attending Yawgoog!
During the week nine Scouts worked on 27 merit badges. The troop took part in
camp activities and tied for first place in the annual bake off contest. The scouts
also enjoyed participating in the evening scavenger hunt and the Saturday
afternoon water carnival.
The Scouts did a great job of keeping their tents and the campsite clean. They
were recognized as having a First Class campsite on all five days of inspections.
This year six leaders, working in teams of three, combined together to stay for the
entire week. A special thanks to adult leaders Chris Murphy, Tony Lumasag, Carl
Larsen, Ray Allan, Ted Pert and Tom Pert for volunteering to spend time at
Yawgoog.
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Your Advertisement
here!

Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a
multiple of sin. -1 Peter 4:8
Love you all, Donna Reynolds

BUILDING WEALTH
THROUGH PROTECTION
AGILITY AND COMMITMENT
Catamount Wealth Management
943 Post Road East, Westport, Connecticut 06880
T 203.226.0603 Toll Free 877.485.116 2 F 203.226.0200
info@catmg.com www.catmg.com

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place
Stratford, CT 06614
(203) 375-2200

Telephone (203) 378-6097
Fax (203) 378-1819

Robert J. Galello
Funeral Director

2220 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615

JOHN J.WHITE, JR.
President

225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615
12 Friar Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611

“SINCERE QUALITY”

Dennis & D’Arcy
Funeral Home
2611 Main Street Stratford, CT 06615
Burials - Cremations - Transportation
203-375-0798

Vinyl Siding - Replacement Windows & Doors - Roofing
Bow & Bay Windows - Gutters ? Storm Doors - Windows
www.whitehomeproducts.com
Business 203-336-5334 -

Fax 203-386-9915
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Calling all Fair and Tag Sale
participants!

This year’s fair and tag sale is Friday November 9,
Saturday November 10, and mini-fair Sunday
following church November 11.
Please watch your bulletin and newsletters for
announcements regarding the many and varied
aspects of the fair. There will be a final
organizational meeting following worship Sunday
October 7, but please know many announcements
will have already come out by then – so keep watch!

Any questions, please email: themorras@compuserve.com
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Choir recruitment!
Welcome to a new season of music! As the summer comes to a
close and fall activities begin we are looking for new members!
If you have ever thought of joining but weren’t certain, now is
a great time!

Chancel Choir – has wonderful opportunities to join
either as regular member or with short term commitments for
special occasions. But no matter which you join -- it is *always*
a great time of fellowship. Regular rehearsals begin Thursday
September 13th at 7:30 p.m. First performance Sunday the 16th!

Bell Choir Needs You!
We are in need of two ringers to keep our choir going! We’ve
been working hard over the summer not just to be ready for
the fall but also because we will be participating in an event this
December 2nd! However, we have two spots – one that had not
been filled yet and one just recently vacated by one of our
members heading off to college - that needs filled A.S.A.P.!
If you’ve ever considered ringing – now’s the time to give it a
chance. We will resume practices Sunday September 23, 2018,
following worship from 11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
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Abbie Joy – 9/15
Hunter Bernor – 9/20
Emily Maraucci – 9/28
Michele Morra – 9/29

Last Call!!!

All Church Family Retreat
Please join us at Camp Bethel in Haddam, CT

September 7, 8, & 9th
for a weekend of fellowship with your church family!
Our retreat – “Stubborn Angels” - begins Friday evening
around 7:00 p.m. with supper and fellowship; continues all
day Saturday, and then closes with worship Sunday morning.
(You can arrive at camp anytime after 3:00 p.m. Friday)
Email themorras@compuserve.com or call 203-209-5676
Cost for the weekend is $60.00 per adult – children under
18 attend free. (Includes meals, accommodations/tshirt/crafts –everything!)
 Difficult to commit to an entire weekend? Then please
come join us for the day on Saturday! – cost is $25.00.
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WINETASTING FUNDRAISER

Save the date
Wine Tasting Fundraiser
Sat. Nov. 17, 2018

GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER
Gift Cards
Is there an upcoming Birthday, Anniversary, Wedding or Retirement
celebration you will be attending soon?
Why not give them a gift card!

It’s a great gift and you’re helping the church too!
See Don or Amy after church or go online to ShopWithScript.com and use code
9D7L7BDC55169.
Thank you for helping to keep our church strong!
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
10am AA

2
10am Worship with
Communion
11:15 Fellowship /
BOCE
12:30 FSBC

3

Labor Day
Office Closed

4
10am Yoga

5
6
7:30pm Camera Club 10am Yoga
7:15pm AA

7

8
10am WSL
10am AA

All Church Retreat Weekend
9
10am Worship
11:15 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

10
7pm Council

11
10am Yoga
7pm Trustees

12

13
10am Yoga
7:15pm AA
7:30pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

14

15
10am AA

16
10am Worship /
Sunday School
11:15 Fellowship/
Picnic
12:30pm FSBC

17
7:15pm Boy Scouts

18
10am Yoga

19
7:30pn Camera Club

20
10am Yoga
7:00pm Deacons
7:15pm AA
7:30pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

21

22
10am AA

23
Backpack Blessing
10am Worship/
Sunday School
11:15 Fellowship/
Bell Rehearsal
12:30pm FSBC
5-7pm PF Sundae
Sunday
30
10am Worship/
Sunday School
11:15 Fellowship
12:30pm FSBC

24
7:15pm Boy Scouts

25
10am Yoga

26

27
10am Yoga
7:15 AA
7:30pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

28

29
10:30am AAUW

