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You Are The Light of the World
In this time of Epiphany when we so often speak of light, we usually speak in terms of Jesus being the light
of the world. But we often forget that Jesus spoke to us in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:14-15,
and said. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden, neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they set it on a lampstand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house.”
You are the light of the world, each of you in your own way. I once heard an historian speak of how many
New England Churches built their meeting houses on the tops of hills, or the highest point in town, to represent this scripture; “a city set on a hill.” I’ve often thought of how early travelers would probably have
looked for the lights from these churches to guide them in the right direction. I have also thought of the
many and diverse ways that we at First Congregational Church have been a light to others throughout the
centuries; from being a witness for Christ in the new world, to establishing a town, to our leadership in the
abolitionist movement; to having leaders who took part in the civil rights movement; to being one of the
few churches in the early part of the 20th century that ordained a woman; to our witness to being an inclusive church, Open and Affirming of gay, bisexual, and lesbian persons. We have a rich history of being exactly that, a city set on a hill; a light that enlightens the community.
Jesus never said try to be light. He said. “You are light.” But he also said that we were to let our lights
shine. I love the way that Eugene Peterson translates this in the message. I will begin with the scriptures
before as an introduction in vs. 13, “Let me tell you why you are here.” Now let’s skip to vs14, “Here’s
another way of saying it,: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a
secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city set on a hill.”
Let’s remember why we are here. There are so many good things going on at First Congregational Church;
what I would call God things. If you would like you could call them “light things”. These are the reasons
why we are here. Like feeding the hungry in Stratford and in Bridgeport; building homes for the poor in
Bridgeport; ministering to homeless people and the mentally ill; silent contemplative prayer meetings, bible studies, Christian education for our children and youth; wonderful fellowship; excellent music; inspiring worship. Shall I go on? All these things are wonderful ways in which we bear witness to the love of
God in our community and in our world. So why would you want to keep that secret? What stops you
from sharing that with a friend? Where does it say that faith should be a private affair? I would concur
that faith can be a personal affair but not a private one.
We have such good news to share of the wonderful things that God is doing among us. Why not tell a
friend…or a neighbor…or simply shout it from the rooftops? Why not let your light shine?
Peace,
Reverend Ed Rawls
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
DID YOU KNOW?
Dear Members and Friends,
Did you know that each Congregational church is responsible for its own financial well-being? Our church holds its
Annual Meeting on the last Sunday in January at which time all boards and committees present their end-of-year
reports — and the Board of Trustees also presents the proposed budget for the following year.
In addition, the financial reports of all the funds and assets of the church are presented. These reports are important
and fascinating for a number of reasons. Most of these funds were memorial gifts or bequests given by members in
past years to help the church stay financially healthy well into the future and also to fund programs that benefit members of the church and the wider community. Two illustrations are the Organ Fund and the Special Music Fund. The
first is a bequest of Helen Jones for the purpose of keeping our beautiful organ in tip-top shape with periodic checkups and to fund any necessary repairs. The second, made up of memorial donations to the Special Music Fund,
allows the Music Director to invite musicians and performing artists to participate in concerts and programs that are
open to church members and the public.
The financial reports also show all of the funds given to the church for Scholarship purposes. The church has been
asked to administer them and select worthy candidates for awards. The money cannot be used for anything else.
The Kate Sterling Bunnell Scholarship is open to all students in Stratford. But the other scholarships are limited to
members of the church. Countless students have been helped by these scholarships.
The Memorial Fund and the Memorial Trust Fund are made up of small memorial gifts which are collectively specified
for worthy projects to further the life of the church.
The FCC Endowment Fund, through larger Planned Giving gifts, makes it possible for the church to carry out its
vision and mission well into the future.
These financial gifts are carefully invested by a financial advisor and monitored by the Board of Trustees to keep
them growing in the face of inflation.
Please give some thought as to what these types of funds mean to the future of this church — and please give some
thought to what you might do to have a part in adding to these funds, thereby assuring the First Congregational
Church of Stratford, CT will be a strong, secure and enduring Christian force in this community for years to come.
Board of Trustees
FCC of Stratford, CT
Reminder: The Annual Meeting of First Congregational Church will be January 27, 2019

WEATHER DELAYS AND CANCELLATIONS
First Congregational Weather Delays or Cancellations – During inclement weather, the first and best
rule is that if you do not feel the roads are safe for travel, please stay home! Even if the church is open,
we want everyone to take a "safety first" attitude toward attendance. If the church is closed or delayed due
to inclement weather, the decision information will be made as early as possible. The goal will be to post
all notifications via an e-mail announcement and on the church phone no later than one hour before
worship. In addition the closing information will be posted on WTNH (Channel 8) and on WICC (am radio
60). Blessings to all during these winter months.
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Come to Italy with First Congregational! Our group will visit Venice, Florence and
Rome. We have some slots left, so please consider coming with us! The dates are Sept.
24-Oct 3, 2019. Brochures are available in the Narthex and in Upper Packard Hall.
Questions? Speak to Rev. Meg or email megwillia@gmail.com.

WORSHIP FOR JANUARY
January 6th – Epiphany Sunday and Holy Communion,
Scriptures: Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2: 1-12, Isaiah 60: 1-6
January 13th – Baptism of Christ Sunday with Baptism
Scriptures: Acts 8: 14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22, Isaiah 43: 1-7, Psalm 29
January 20th – Scriptures: John 2:1-11, I Corinthians 12:1-11, Isaiah 62: 1-5,
Psalm 36:5-10
January 27 – Short Message and the ANNUAL MEETING

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WORSHIP SERVICE

The Stratford Clergy's annual Martin Luther King Service
will be held on Sunday January 20, 2019 at 4:00pm at First
Baptist Church on Stratford Avenue. The Choirs from
Stratford High School and Bunnell High School will be singing
in the service. We hope you will take the time to join us for
this event.
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ROSE WINDOW CONCERTS BEGIN!
Join us on Sunday, January 20th at 3:00 p.m.
for

Michael & friends!
Enjoy a great variety of music with some very talented people,
and experience our new & improved sound system—
you’ll hear every golden word & note from everywhere in the sanctuary!
Followed by dessert & punch reception in Upper Packard Hall

************

and SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, February 9th at 5:00p.m.
for our annual

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY!
Cabaret setting! Pot-luck supper!
Music and laughs! Amazing raffle!
Don’t miss it!!
Limited seating ~ sign-up starts Jan. 27 in Upper Packard Hall
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STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship Corner:
(Message #4 from the Stewardship Sermon - Oct. 28, 2018)
When we live lives that are fully committed to Jesus Christ, stewardship becomes an every
day event — not just a once-a-year annual pledge drive. Stewardship becomes a way of
life. When you sit down each month to figure out where your money is going to be spent on
essentials and non-essentials, where do you put God’s name on your list? Is His name
FIRST - or is He in last place? Maybe He’s not on the list at all! Do you give joyfully back to
God and out of gratitude for all that He has provided for you? – OR - do you give back to God
as little as possible and feel that that is good enough? In James 1:17 it says, “Every good
and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, …” God does not withhold good gifts from us. He is always ready to bless us - especially when we live according to
His will. He deserves the very best that we can sacrificially give.
Find It In Your Heart - To Be a Cheerful and Generous Giver!
***************************************************************************

BOARD OF BENEVOLENCE
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First Congregational Church
2301 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06615
The Board of Christian Education
is sponsoring a day-trip to

Sight & Sound Theater

To enjoy the musical stage production of:

JESUS is the action-packed musical stage adventure that takes you on a miraculous journey alongside the most famous
person ever to walk the earth and the everyday people whose lives he changed forever.

March 30, 2019
per adult
$95and
per$85
child
3 -(age
12) 3 - 12)
Note Price$150
Reduced:
$135 per adult
per(age
child
*Payment Plan Accepted
Sign up soon! Limit of 56 seats on the bus!





9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

Includes:
Round-trip deluxe motor coach transportation
Delicious smorgasbord luncheon at Hershey Farm Restaurant
Tickets to Sight & Sound production, featuring live animals!

Itinerary:
Board the deluxe motor coach for drive to Lancaster county, PA
All you can eat” Smorgasbord lunch
Enjoy the live musical stage production of JESUS
Board bus for return trip home - with quick stop for dinner
Arrive back in Stratford

For information, contact Laurie Delgado at ljdelgado4@optonline.net
Visit the Sight and Sound website at: https://www.sight-sound.com
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Loving Thanks to All
We were once again blessed to have a very successful fair
and tag sale this year, nearing the $10.000.00 mark. There are
still a few more sales coming in and expenses to be taken out, so that number
will change. But still…WOW. We are so very fortunate to have had that sort of
success given the torrential downpour Friday night, the blustery winds Saturday
morning, plus the ever-growing busy schedules and demands of everyone’s
lives.
I’m very grateful and wish to say, “Thank you!” to all the many hearts
and hands that came together working so hard to make this fundraiser happen.
There is a magnificent time of intergenerational involvement that happens
when this fair and tag sale unfolds. The blessing of chairing this particular
event is I get to witness this “togetherness” that is our church family and I am
so humbled. It is a spectacular time of fellowship, even when dealing with table
shortages and a tree that won’t light! The team work and shared camaraderie,
excitement and anticipation – everyone all around sharing anecdotes of current
and past times.
New ideas were heralded in this year: a craft room for children, moving
the Holiday Room to the Boardroom with the fireplace as a backdrop for Santa, strolling carolers that lent a wonderful festive air to the event. Enough that
was familiar for comfort, and enough that was changed to keep it interesting.
And with that I’d like to say again, thank you to everyone, to all of those veterans who help every year; to our church secretary; to those who jump in last minute (or were conscripted!); to those who joined us for the first time; to those
who donated in any form; to those who shopped, to Mr. Don Coulson and all
of his preparations – thank you. It simply would not happen without all of you.
Best wishes for the New Year.
Sincerely,
Frances Morra, Fair Chairman
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Corned Beef
Sandwiches To Go
The Board of Christian Education will be taking
orders for Corned Beef on Rye Sandwiches to be
picked up on Sunday, March 17th following
worship.
Adults - $7.00
Seniors - $6.00
Visit our table in Upper Packard Hall after service
on February 24, March 3, or March 10
to place your order.
For more information,
Contact the Board of Christian Education
All proceeds will go toward the Silver Lake Scholarship Fund.
The scholarships help our Church families with
the cost of sending their children to
Summer Camp at Silver Lake.

LENTEN DINNERS

LENTEN DINNERS 2019
The Lenten Dinners will begin on Friday March 8, 2019 and continue each Friday until
April 12th. We serve dinner from 4:30 until 7:00. The menu consists of baked or
fried fish, baked or fried potatoes, cole slaw, bread, dessert, and a beverage. A Senior
Dinner is $10.00 and an Adult Dinner is $11.00. Children under 10 eat free if they
choose a meal from the Children's Menu. We offer hot dogs and fries for the kids
who do not wish to eat fish. We also have a specials menu that includes fried shrimp,
fried scallops, crab cakes, Fisherman's platters, and a Super Fisherman's platter.
These meals are priced at market value.

In order for the Lenten Dinners to be successful we need waiters and waitresses to
take orders and serve the meals. We have two wait staff shifts 4:30 until 6:00 and
6:00 until 7:30. Please call Sue Wilson at 203-375-3074 or Meredith Ripley at 203375-3193 to sign up to wait tables or ask any questions about being a part of this fun
event. Lenten
n Dinners are a fun way to spend the Friday evenings during Lent, whether you are
waiting tables or you are enjoying a delicious meal.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

AMBIT CUSTOMERS
You may have received a letter from Ambit Energy regarding renewal of your
plan. You do not need to do anything. Ron Tichy will take care of your renewal at the
lowest rate possible.
The Board of Trustees

Want to make a donation to First Congregational Church with every purchase you make
on Amazon? Here’s how you can….
Amazon Smile is a program that donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a
charity of your choice. All you need to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Choose First Congregational Church, Stratford as your charity-it’s that easy! Your donation
will be made at no extra cost to you! Every little bit helps, so get shopping! Now and ALL
year.

THANK YOU
"See's Candy Fundraiser was a Big Success! Thanks to all who supported
this fundraiser and purchased candy. $1,000 was raised for Church
Operations. "
-Carol Vass
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We are grateful to Deb and Jeff Gedney who always explain to the children the significance of their
costumes and take the time to ensure the costumes are authentic and that the kids look fantastic. We
would also like to thank Julie Arcos, Laurie Delgado and Amanda Joy for their help with the
costuming of the children and the coordination of the Pageant and especially our teachers and
teacher’s aides-without their help this pageant would not be possible. Here are some highlights from
the pageant.

Lesson & Activity Calendar





February 3rd - Communion; Queen Esther, Esther 2:5-18; 3:1-6; 8:1-17
February 10th - Scout Sunday; Daniel and the Lions, Daniel 6:1-28
February 17th – Family Sunday – No Sunday School – Winter Break
February 24th – Sunday School Choir sings during Worship; The Boy at the Temple, Luke 2:41-52

Sunday School – Where Faith and Fun Come Together!
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Love you all, Donna Reynolds

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place
Stratford, CT 06614
(203) 375-2200
Telephone 203 378-6097
Fax 203 378-1819

Robert J. Galello
Funeral Director

2220 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615

O
ITE R
President

225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615
12 Friar Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611

Vinyl Siding - Replacement Windows & Doors - Roo ng
Bow & Bay Windows - Gutters Storm Doors - Windows
www.whitehomeproducts.com

-

-

-

Business 203-336-5334 -

Fax 203-386-9915

PAGE 16

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE
The Women’s Service League will meet Saturday
January 12, 2019 at 10:00 am
We have lots to talk about and plans to make for 2019!
Please join us with some good ideas for the New Year!

Sincere Thanks!
The Women’s Service League sends sincere thanks to everyone who supported our
Holiday Cookie Sale. Thanks to all the ladies and gentleman that baked, those that
packaged cookies Saturday and all the wonderful people that purchased the cookies.
We hope that you are pleased.
Thanks to all these folks working together, our treasury will bene t $1,000!
We wish you all a happy and healthy New Year!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Submission of information for the Courier: The March 2019 Courier deadline will be
February 15, 2019, Send all submissions for the Courier via the church email at
rstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com to help make the production of the courier easier to
process. For those of you who do not have a computer, your handwritten or typewritten articles will still be accepted, please have them in a few days prior to the deadline. In addition, if you would like to receive your Courier via email, please contact the
church office 203-378-2644 and or check out the website for the Courier at
rstchurchstratford.org.
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation
Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator

PAGE 17

c a

o

The William R. McDonald
Funeral Home

Atto ney at a
an oo oa
t at o
onnect cut

2591 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615

203-378-0758

ll
u t— l e a
o ate A
n t at on
e e al
onnect cut
a
atte

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning

ociate nc
o
e c al lean n e ce
u
i p on Pre ident
ou la t eet
t at o
ell
uy

-

aol co

a

e

William D. Sherlach
-

n

t

uc

Edward J. Dillon & Son
F O ER

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
HERE!

IFT S O S

2168 MAIN ST.
180 BOSTON AVE.
STRATFORD, CT 06615 STRATFORD, CT 06614
203 378-2226
203 375-0057

Ed has been very generous to the church over the years!
-Beth Turner, Chancel Committee

Financial Advisor
1229 Post Road
Fairfield, CT 06824
-

william.sherlach@morganstanley.com
www.morganstanley.com/fa/theistgroup

© 2016 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
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ANTINOZZI ASSOCIATES
ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS
271 Fairfield Avenue
301 Merritt 7
Bridgepor t, CT 06604
Norwalk, CT 06851
t 203.377.1300
t 203.956.5460
www.antinozzi.com

Joseph Holton – 1/12
Elizabeth Larsen – 1/13
Jonathan Larsen – 1/13
Nathan Larsen – 1/13
Michael DiBlase – 1/18
Neal DiBlase – 1/18
Kevin Collazo – 1/20
Victoria Delgado – 1/22
Justin Taylor – 1/25
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Located in back of the Stratford Library and
Sterling House Community Center
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Columbarium Spaces Available $1,000.
For Information:
Call Bill Cabral @ 203-377-6903
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www.AdvancedDentistryofCT.com

KNOTT, KNOTT & DUNN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Barry C. Knott

aila le

Kathleen M. Dunn

SERVICES WE PROVIDE
GENERAL PRACTICE LAW

ontact:
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ell

Get a quote today from:
A J Gambar dell a Assoc. LLC ( 20 3) 37 7- 8 45 5

bicklec1@nationwide.com
ww w.na tion wide.co m /g a mb ar della

Personal Injury Litigation, Residential Real Estate C losings,
Commercial Real Estate Transactions, Refinances,
Reverse Mortgages, Elder Law, Wills and Estate Planning,
Medicaid Eligibility and Title 19, Probate and Estates,
Zoning and Land Use, Family Law

1656 MAIN STREET, STRATFORD, CT 06615
203-375-1433
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50 Cherry Hill Road • Stratford, CT 06614
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Mat M oycik
203-375-8506

Paradise Green Consignments
Twice is better

Serving our church with excellence
for all our plumbing needs!

3649-3653 Main St.
Stratford Ct 06614
203-690-12 87 cell 2 03-521- 4654 • Pgconsignments@g mail.com
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Bonnie Reynol s Realtor
William Pitt
Sotheby’s International Realty
Regional Broker
Stratford, Trumbull, Shelton, Milford, Monroe
6580 Main Street, Stratford, Connecticut 06614

C 203.895.8227
breynolds@wpsir.com
williampitt.com

Our Courier reaches an audience of 540 members and friends of First
Congregational Church.
If you would like to participate in our advertisement page
either professionally or personally, please contact the church office
203-378-2644 or via email: firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com.
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Stratfor Interfaith Clergy Association
Stratfor
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