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FADE | N:

EXT. ROVE - VATICAN CITY - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
Title: "The Vatican, Ronme, Present Day"

Hustl e and bustle of passing people, cars, buses and trucks
around the solemity of Vatican City.

I NT. VATI CAN CORRI DOR - DAY
Bat hed in sunlight, hushed in opul ence and priceless art.

Dressed like twins, SIMPLICIO and SAGREDO, both 30, in black
robes and wi de-brimmed hats. Sinplicio, enpty-handed,
strides confidently. Sagredo takes shorter steps, adjusts
his spectacles and shuffles papers in an antique folio.

I NT. PAPAL RECEPTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

A soft KNOCK on the great doors before him pronpts POPE JOHN
PAUL to mark the Bible he reads. The Pope watches as Sagredo
and Sinplicio enter and pay their respects.

SAGREDO
We are summoned as advocates to
present the case for..

SI MPLI CI O
And against. ..

S| MPLI Cl O & SAGREDO
...Glileo Galilei.

Di spl eased, the Pope shakes his head and notions they should
proceed.

SAGREDO
He was a devout Catholic,
i nquisitive, perhaps, but always
devout .

SI MPLI CI O
He di sobeyed the | aws of the Church
and the Church's highest authority,
the Holy See.

SAGREDO
He found the truth and has been
proven to be correct.

( MORE)



SAGRED(Q( cont ' d)

Your Holiness, his condemmation by
t he Church has been a horrible

m stake. |t has set us back..
centuri es!

SI MPLI CI O
Sagredo's facts, they are
di sorgani zed and i naccurate. |
have exam ned the evi dence.
Galileo was a subversive, a
hereti c!

SAGREDO
But, he was telling the truth!

SI MPLI CI O
Anot her lie, Sagredo!

POPE JOHN PAUL
Sinplicio, please. 1'll hear you
bot h.

The Pope notions for Sagredo to begin.

SAGREDO
If it pleases your Holiness, | wll
begin in the year fifteen seventy-

four. ..

EXT. OUTSKI RTS FLORENCE - ARNO RI VER S EDGE - DAY
Title: "Florence, 1574"

YOUNG GALI LEO Galilei, 10, red-headed, tall and square,
stands knee-deep in the clear water, a thick stick in one
hand. He runs his other hand down the |ength, then plunges
the stick into the water and sees:

A STICK I N WATER

Seemingly divided in two at the water's surface. He runs his
hand down the I ength of the stick and into the water to check
that it is still whole.

YOUNG PAULO (O S.)
Galileo! @Galileo! Quick! Quick

Young Galileo turns to see: YOUNG PAULO Sarpi, 11, a darker
boy, who has grown a cautious, sly deneanor, calling to him
fromthe shore



YOUNG GALI LEO
Conme here! You nust see this!

YOUNG PAULO
Show nme later. Cone now

Young Paul o runs off.

Galileo, torn between his discovery and his friend, takes the
stick with himas he runs out of the water.

EXT. COUNTRY HOUSE - STONE FENCE - CONTI NUOUS

Young Galileo and Young Paul o spy on the house.

YOUNG GALI LEO S POV - ROAD NEAR HOUSE

Fat her BELLARM NO, 25, thin-faced with the bow -cut hair of a
nonk, wears a white-hooded robe and a bushy beard cl eaved
fromthe chin. He nods to Chief Constable SCAGLIA, 25,

di sfigured face, bal ding and nean.

Scaglia is flanked by TWO DEACONS in mlitary attire that
carry a ranrod

BACK TO SCENE
Young Galileo and Paul o whi sper.

YOUNG GALI LEO
What are they doing?

PAULO
She's a witch.

GALI LEO
A witch?

PAULO

They say she cures sick wonen with
Satan's power.

GALI LEO
How?

PAULO
| told you, black magic. The
Church has conme for her

Excited, Young Galileo and Young Paul o sneak up to a w ndow
and peer in.



I NT. COUNTRY HOUSE - LI VING CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

The room shows 16th Century warnth and weal t h: Shel ves of
books, confortable furnishings, and a large fireplace with
racks of drying herbs.

G ANA, 55, a kind-faced mdw fe, finishes preparing a tea
according to a recipe book. Gana smles as she turns and
hands the brew to: FELICIA, 14, pregnant and smling.

EXT. COUNTRY HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

The Deacons swing the ranrod and break down the door. The
thrust carries theminto the house. Scaglia quickly follows
as Bellarm no waits outside.

I NT. COUNTRY HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Two DEACONS burst through the doorway. The cup of tea falls
to the floor and SHATTERS. The Deacons drop the ranrod and
apprehend G ana and Felicia roughly. One Deacon hol ds
Felicia in front of him tw sting her arns behind her back.

Scaglia, denon-faced, enters welding a wooden club. Wth
all his mght, he swings and strikes Felicia' s pregnant
bel l'y.

One Deacon westles G ana, kicking and screaning, out of the
house.

Scaglia, |ooking toward G ana, kicks Felicia again for spite.
A Deacon drags Felicia away. Scaglia foll ows.

Bel |l arm no enters the house casually. He inspects the
contents, first the teapot. Then, he gently plucks a handful
of the drying herbs. Next, he selects three books fromthe
shel ves, smles, and | eaves.

EXT. COUNTRY HOUSE - CONTI NUCUS

Young Galileo and Paul o running away fromthe house.

EXT. FLORENCE - ARNO RI VER BANKS - CONTI NUOUS

Young Galileo and Paul o are both standi ng knee-deep in the
river's shallows. Young Galileo |ets Young Paul o exam ne the
stick. Then, Young Galileo gently inserts it into the water.



A STICK I N WATER

Young Paul o runs his hand down the stick that appears broken
at the water's surface.

BACK TO SCENE

Young Paul o takes the stick away and holds it before Young
Gl il eo.

YOUNG PAULO
This is a devil's stick. That
wi tch nmust have cursed this stick
Gal i | eo.

Young Paul o throws the stick into the river's current.

YOUNG GALI LEO
Wiy did you do that, Paul o? That
was ny stick!

YOUNG PAULO
Galileo, tell no one, no one, that
you touched such a thing!

Young Paul o wades toward shore, |eaving a confused Young
Gl il eo.

EXT. FLORENCE - PLAZA - N GHT

G ana, now a convicted "Wtch," is being prepared for her
burning at the stake. She is covered with bruises, her
clothes in shreds.

Two Deacons tie her to a post surrounded by a nound of dead
sticks and | ogs.

A NO SY CROND OF TOMNNSPEOPLE jostles for position to view the
spectacle. Young Galileo and Young Paulo are drawn to the
front, maneuvering their way through the Crowd.

Now tied, Gana is pelted with rotten fruit and veget abl es,
as the Deacons shovel the conbustibles up and around her.

A hooded EXECUTI ONER st ands before G ana.

EXECUTI ONER
WIIl you recant your w tchery?



G ANA
Yes. Yes. Have nercy. Please
have nercy.

EXECUTI ONER
Dear woman, you have saved your
soul .

The Executioner lights the fire fromhis torch.

G ANA
No! Pl ease, have nercy! No!

To the delight and horror of the Crowd, the Deacons fan the
flames. The Executioner adds G ana's BOOKS to the fire.

G ana's head falls forward, blood running fromher ears.
Young Galileo is terrified and can't stand to | ook. Young
Paul o stares, aghast.

People in the Crowd cover their faces with their clothing.
Many Townspeople turn to | eave.

The Executioner |eaves and Young Galileo noves to follow him
Young Paul o realizes his friend has left and follows, as
wel | .

EXT. FLORENCE - STREET - CONTI NUOUS

The hooded Executioner briskly wal ks away fromthe plaza,
past Townspeopl e who deliberately | ook away from him

Young Galileo, running, enters the street and steals after
t he Executi oner.

The Executioner turns a corner and, still walking, pulls off
hi s hood.

Young Galileo turns the corner to see the Executioner
unmasked is Father GRASSI, 18. (Gassi's eyes are dark and
penetrating; he wears a nustache and tightly-cropped beard.

G assi holds Young Galileo in his sights for a | ong nonent,
then turns and wal ks away.

Young Paul o, breathless, finds Young Galileo and shakes him

YOUNG PAULO
Vow Vow with ne!

Young Paul o shakes Young Galileo, who stares at him dazed.



YOUNG PAULO ( CONT' D)
Vow to forever be a child of God
and the Lord Christ Jesus. Vow to
be forever God's sol dier.

Paul o shakes Gl il eo.

YOUNG PAULO ( CONT' D) YOUNG GALI LEO
I will always be a child of ...always be a child of the
the Lord Christ Jesus. | Lord Christ Jesus. | wll
will forever be God's forever be God's sol dier
soldier. Amen... Amen.

EXT. CHURCH PLAZA - N GHT
TITLE: "Saint Peter's Chapel, Pisa, 1579"
By torch Iight, FUNERAL PROCESSI ON marches toward the CHAPEL.

Ei ght MONKS, barefoot and dressed in plain brown robes, carry
a wi de casket in red-faced agony as they bear its trenmendous

weight. Their faces contort in anticipation of the chapel's

steep steps. The CHANTS fromtheir brethren barely nmask the

pal | bearers' GRUNTS and GROANS.

At the rear of the procession are Young Galileo and Young
Paul o, now dressed as novi ce nonks. They struggle not to be
heard, holding their hoods close toward each ot her.

YOUNG GALI LEO
Who was the fat man?

Young Paul o frowns and puts a finger to his lips. Young
Galileo enjoys giving hima playful poke.

YOUNG PAULO
Gl il eo!

YOUNG GALI LEO
Tell ne.

YOUNG PAULO
Now you' ve broken your vow of
silence tw ce.

YOUNG GALI LEO
So have you

YOUNG PAULO
A benef actor.



I NT. SAINT PETER S CHAPEL - N GHT

The COFFIN drops onto the marble altar with a THUD. The
CHANTS, nore resonant in the confines of the sanctuary,
crescendo and softly end. The Monks kneel in prayer.
GALI LEO

Li ghts a devotional candle, the first in a |long series.

I NT. SAINT PETER S CHAPEL - DAY

Li ght streanms in through stained glass w ndows.

CANDLES

Fourteen of the candles are burned to pools of wax.

EXT. PISA - STREET - DAY

Pageant flags fly in blue sky and bright sun. A boisterous
crowd of VILLAGERS SINGS a hymm to the cadence of

ent husi asti ¢ DRUMVERS.

CHI LDREN pl ay hi de-and-seek anong the adults.

Passed from MAN to MAN, a bottle of red wine is kept froman
OLD PEASANT WOVAN.  Snatching the drink, she swigs and sniles
broadly. The MEN cl ap and cheer.

Cheerful Men carry a large..

STATUE OF SAI NT PETER

The procession is | ed by VATI CAN CLERGY, dressed in finely
tailored, richly-colored vestnents, a contrast in appearance
and phil osophy to the Monks in the Chapel.

Bel | arm no, now dressed as a bishop, is at the |ead.

Prom nent anong the crowd are the PASTORS of the |ocal
parishes, including Father G assi.

The priests enbrace their Parishioners, play with the
Children, bless all manner of AN MALS and trinkets.



BELLARM NO
Fat her Grassi, have your
pari shioners behaved better than
| ast year?

GRASSI
| amafraid they have all been
wr et ched for nonths, Bishop
Bel | ar mi no.

Bel | arm no shakes his head sadly, then cracks a smle.
BELLARM NO

They shall be forgiven, Father

G assi .
I NT. SAINT PETER S CHAPEL - DAY
Brot her M CHAEL, round-faced and |ean, is aroused fromhis
devotion by the DRUM BEATS fromthe arriving procession. He
slowy rises and heads toward the chapel entrance.

He pulls open the door to find Bellarmno and the Crowd.

EXT. SAINT PETER S CHAPEL - CONTI NUQUS

M CHAEL
Silence! Sone respect for the
dead.

M chael sl ans the door shut. Bellarm no knocks politely on
the door. M chael opens the door a crack.

BELLARM NO
Pl ease, Brother M chael, open the
door .

M CHAEL

W are in nourning, Bishop
Bel | ar m no.

BELLARM NO
W wish to celebrate Saint Peter's
Day nass.

M CHAEL
Fi ne.

M chael closes the door, but Bellarmno holds it open.



10.

BELLARM NO
In the church
M CHAEL
Not today.
BELLARM NO
Brother, tell nme, who has died?
M CHAEL
The soul of Signor Rossi is
departi ng.
BELLARM NO

I'd like to pay ny respects.

I NT. SAINT PETER S CHAPEL - CONTI NUQUS

Bel | arm no and M chael approach the casket where S| GNOR
ROSSI's body lies. Gassi and the other Clerics follow at a
di stance. Villagers gawk fromthe vestibul e.

Bel | arm no surveys the scene. He spots Young Galil eo and
Young Paul o, who are doubl ed over on the floor.

BELLARM NO
Pl ease rise, ny sons.

There is no response, then Young Galileo snores. G assi wakes
Young Galileo and Young Paul o with quick kicks.

PAULO
Is it over?

Young Galileo is startled at the sight of Gassi.

YOUNG GALI LEO
VWhere am | ?

Agitated, Bellarm no wal ks past Mchael and directly to the
casket. Bellarm no glances at the rotting CORPSE of Signor
Rossi. His face turns sour at the odor.

BELLARM NO
How | ong have you been nourni ng?

M CHAEL
Today is our fourteenth day.

BELLARM NO
Two weeks!



He takes M chael asi de.

BELLARM NO ( CONT' D)
Brot her M chael, you have prayed

enough for this soul. Let's
consi der the practical side of the
matter.

Bellarmno turns to | eave.

M CHAEL
Now, | understand how you see it.
One soul departed, the living are

i mpati ent.

Bel | armi no stops short. Then returns to M chael.

BELLARM NO
What are you sayi ng?

M CHAEL
Bi shop Bellarmno, | wishto
clarify ny understanding. Tenporal
need is above... all, in your view
Yes?

BELLARM NO

And, why woul d you take that to be
ny neani ng, Brother?

M CHAEL
Vel |, your Eminence, it is Saint
Peter's Day and the crowd is eager
to receive indul gences. Isn't that

the tradition?

BELLARM NO
Brother, let us at |least agree in
principle. W are both commtted
to saving souls, not daming them

M CHAEL
Yes, | can well agree, but | wll
not relinquish the chapel and the
sanctity of the funeral rites to
provide you with a place to

facilitate your... your exchange of
forgiveness for... renuneration.
BELLARM NO

What ?!



12.

M CHAEL
Jesus cast the noney-changers from
the tenple! This is exactly why
the Lutherans are winning the souls
and hearts of the people.

Bel l arm no i ssues a sharp slap across M chael's face.

BELLARM NO
You' re inpertinent.

M chael quickly strikes Bellarmno back. The Parish Cerics
cone to the rescue of their Bishop

VI LLAGER
(To another Villager.)
We should not intervene...this is a
religious matter.

The Monks rush in to save M chael
PAULO
(To Young Galileo.)
Cone on.

Young Galileo hesitates, then slowy goes to join Young
Paul 0. Jostles turn to shoves... Shoves to fisticuffs...

The Village Men hold thensel ves back no | onger and rush in.
Young Paulo tries to punch a priest in the belly and takes a
fast swipe to his head that sends himreeling.

Young Galileo sees this and deci des on another tactic, fast
shin ki cks from behi nd, which Young Paul o qui ckly m mcs.
Sticks intrude..

Then, anything in the chapel that is not nailed down,

i ncludi ng candl esticks and statuettes.

EXT. PISA - SAINT PETER S PLAZA - CONTI NUQUS

To the horror and amazenent of the town's Wnen and Chil dren,
t he casket containing Signor Rossi is |launched out of the
chapel and into the plaza.

Quickly followed by Young Galileo and Young Paul o.

The casket SPLINTERS to pieces as it H TS the pavenent.

Young Galileo watches as Signor Rossi's |linbs partially
detach. A HORDE OF FLIES rises and BUZZES above the body.



13.

Young Galileo throws up.

The Monks, outnunbered, are beaten out of the chapel by the
Priests and Vill agers.

EXT. MONASTERY COVPOUND - NI GHT - ESTABLI SHI NG

H gh and foreboding on a hilltop.

I NT. MONASTERY LI BRARY - N GHT
A wel | -scrubbed Young Galileo stands fascinated before a
gol den nodel of the Aristotelian universe. Mchael, sporting
a serious black eye, instructs.
M CHAEL

At the center is our Earth, in

chaos and disorder. Grcling

around are the heavenly spheres,

perfect, unchangi ng and eternal..
EXT. HI LLTOP - N GHT
Young Galileo, stretched back, w de-eyed, |ooking up at the
heavens. In his mnd he inmagines the flat, prosaic
Aristotelian cosnos that Brother M chael has described..
STARRY SKY
The EARTH from beyond, not in black space, but |arge and
brown, fixed in vaporous ether being circled by a...
THE MOON

Gray and snoot h.

A GOLDEN STAR
YOUNG GALI LEO (V. Q)
Sat ur n.
A BROMN STAR

YOUNG GALI LEO (V. Q)
Jupiter.



14.

THE SUN

Fl at and yel l ow, propelled by ghost-Iike ANGELS.

A BRI GAT BLUE STAR

YOUNG GALI LEO (V. Q)
Venus.

And, points of white light, STARS, fixed in connected
clusters of constellations, on a transparent sphere.

YOUNG GALI LEO (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
The Heaven's firmnment.

ALL Cl RCLE THE EARTH

YOUNG GALI LEO (V. Q)
The Lord God's heavens. You are
The Al m ghty.

Young Galileo lowers his head, deep in thought.

| NT. MONASTERY LI BRARY - NI GHT
Young Galileo comes back fromhis celestial dream

YOUNG GALI LEO
How do we know all this, Brother
M chael ?

M CHAEL
From the teachings of Aristotle.

YOUNG GALI LEO
But Aristotle was not a Christian.

M CHAEL
No, Galileo, he |lived before our
Lord Jesus. But, as Saint Thonms
has expl ai ned, his w sdom was
di vinely inspired.

YOUNG GALI LEO
But, Brother M chael, how can we be
certain?

M CHAEL
Vell... I've just told you.



15.

YOUNG GALI LEO
You will teach ne everything there
is to know? Everything?

M CHAEL
You will be one of us.

Young Galileo smles. Mchael sniles.

YOUNG GALI LEO
But, Brother Mchael, if the
heavens are perfect and never
changi ng, then what of conmets?

M chael struggles to keep his positive view of Young Galil eo.

M CHAEL
Conet s?
(Pause.)
You know, Galileo, at sone point,
we nmust all have faith

Young Galileo is now exam ning the nodel fromall sides,
noving its delicate parts, to the consternation of M chael.

YOUNG GALI LEO
I think | understand, Brother
M chael .

M chael pulls Young Galileo away.

M CHAEL
Excel | ent .

YOUNG GALI LEO
But, if the Earth is inperfect, why
are we at the center of God's
uni verse? And, why do all the
pl anets appear to do this?

Young Galileo describes a loop in the air with his finger.

YOUNG GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
And, how big is the Earth? What
forces do the angels use to nove
t he planets? And, how far away are
the stars? How many are there?
And. ..

M CHAEL
Anot her vow of silence may be in
order.



16.

I NT. MONASTERY CHAPEL - DAY

M chael prays over the NOVICE MONKS, Young Galileo and Young
Paul o anong them who are to be ordained. The Monks fill the
smal | stone chapel with their harnoni c CHANTS.

One BROTHER swi ngs a brass bow of burning incense, blessing
t hose to receive the sacranent.

Young Galil eo sneezes.

VI NCENZO Galilei, Young Galileo's father, 40, bearded and
robust, whose dress confirms his artistic, free-thinking
attitude, bursts into the chapel.

VI NCENZO
Galileo, are you here?!

The cerenony cones to an abrupt halt. Young Galil eo,
kneeling at the altar, quickly turns toward his father.

YOUNG GALI LEO
Yes, Papa.

Vi ncenzo, now frantic, runs to him Young Galileo throws
hinmself into his father's arms.

M CHAEL
You received ny letter in tine.
I'"'m so happy you cane.

Vi ncenzo holds his son as if he has snatched himfromcertain
deat h.

VI NCENZO
(To M chael .)
Has it been done?

M chael gives a reassuring smle.

M CHAEL
No. You are just in tine, Signor
Galilei.

VI NCENZO

(To Galileo.)
Oh, thank God! Let's go.

YOUNG GALI LEO
VWher e?



\

17.

NCENZO

You cane to be educated, not to
becone one of them

M CHAEL
What ! ?

VI NCENZO
W' Il | eave now.

YOUNG GALI LEO
Papa, | can't |eave.

VI NCENZO

Oh, yes, ny son, you can

Young Galileo throws a

tantrum

YOUNG GALI LEO
No! No! |I'mstaying! They're

t eachi ng ne!
Paul o!

Paul o, hel p ne!

Young Paulo is frozen as he watches Vincenzo grab Young
Galileo by the collar and drag hi m down the aisle.

EXT. MONASTERY CHAPEL -

Angry Monks runni ng out
both Italian and Englis

DAY

of the chapel screaming curses in
h:

MONKS
You'll be punished! Burn in hell

Di avol o!  Sfr
Bl asphener!

DONKEY CART - YOUNG GAL

Young Galileo, crying,

atto! | nfidel!
Def r ocked! Def r ocked!

| LEO

sits beside his father in the cart.

YOUNG GALI LEO
VWy? Tell nme why.

VI NCENZO
You're not to go back. They're

parasites, al
under st and?

| of them Do you

YOUNG GALI LEO

(Nods.)
But... Papa,

| want to | earn.



18.

VI NCENZO
You will go to... the University,
yes.

YOUNG GALI LEO
For mat hemati cs?

VI NCENZO
And becone a slave to a patron
i ke your father? No, you're

clever. You'll study nedicine.
You'll be a physician. Better yet,
a surgeon.

Young Galileo's turning stomach shows on his face, he strains
not to throw up. Seeing this, Vincenzo sighs wearily.
Vi ncenzo stops the cart. He searches for words of confort.

VI NCENZO ( CONT' D)
You'll hel p people, ny son.

GALI LEO
Yes, Papa.
EXT. PISA - TONER OF PI SA - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

Title: "University of Pisa, 1583"

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WARD - DAY

Dimy-lit arched vaults and nosaic floors where NUNS in white
habits are assisted by NOVICE G RLS no ol der than 10.

Whoden posts support ropes from which beds, holding two and
t hree PATI ENTS each, are suspended.

The MOANS and angui sh of the sick and dying echo softly.
Fat her CREMONI NI, 40, plunp and stern, with clerical collar
enters. He escorts several MEDI CAL STUDENTS in secul ar

dr ess.

Among themis Glileo, now 19.

The teacher's pet, TOWASO, 22, poised, dark, handsome and
refined, holds a lantern illum nating each of the nmany
patients for Crenonini.

A NUN draws back the covers on a FAT MAN whose | egs are
swol | en and bl ack wi th gangrene.



19.

CREMONI NI
Uri ne.

A Nun hands Crenonini a bow, he sniffs it, examnes it under
the light, swishes his finger in and | ooks intently at drops
of it falling fromhis finger.

Then, passes the bow to Tomnmaso, who begins the sane
nmeani ngl ess ritual in earnest.

The Nun pulls back the covers on a woman. It is Felicia from
the earlier scene, her enaci ated body covered at various
points with | eeches. Galileo recognizes her.

GALI LEO
How | ong has she been here, Father
Cr enoni ni ?

Cremonini pulls Galileo over and puts Felicia's wist in
Galileo's hand. @Glileo doesn't understand what he's to do.

CREMONI NI
Stop gawki ng and take her pul se.
(Pause)
Never m nd. Tonmaso, show hi m how

it's done.
Tonmmuaso takes Felicia' s other wist.

CREMONI NI
Galileo, tell ne the seven
di vi sions and twenty conditions of
urine.

GALI LEO
Her pulse is strong. Wuld the
nunber of beats matter?

The other Students snmile and shake their heads.

CREMONI NI
The nunmber? [It's strong or it's
weak. Besides, we can't tinme the
nunber accurately. Let us proceed.
(Turning to Galil eo)
Galileo, you' re always... arguing.
Just absorb what you're told.

I NT. DE'MEDI CI PALACE - LIVING CHAMBER - DAY

De' Medi ci NOBLES, both MEN and WOMEN, all in el egant dress,
soci al i ze.



20.

Vi ncenzo plays the lute (a Renaissance guitar), while a DI VA
sings a sonber but beautiful cantata.

GALI LEO

Enters the palace. Looks to see his father, Vincenzo,
engrossed in his nmusic. Trying not to be seen, Galileo wal ks
qui ckly past the gathering.

VI NCENZO

Intuitively I ooks up to see his son, Galileo, sneak by.

EXT. DE MEDI CI PALACE - COURTYARD - DAY

OSTILIO 60, silver hair with bright eyes, as confortable in
his | oose clothes as his |oose white skin. His stick draws
basic geonetric figures in the sand as he | ectures a bored
group of well-dressed COURT STUDENTS, all male, of teenage
years.

The el dest student is G OVANNI De' Medici, 17, with classic
Roman | ooks and stunning dress that accentuates his fine
figure.

A GREAT DANE puppy occupies his attention.

OSTI LI O
So we can determ ne..

Ostilio | ooks up to notice Galileo listening from behind a
pillar. G ovanni raises his hand nonchal antly. .

OSTI LI O (CONT' D)
...exactly how far frompoint Ato
point B. G ovanni De' Medici, you
have a question?

A OVANN
Wiy nmust we learn this, Professor
Gstilio? 1 heard the G and Duchess
say, mathematics is intellectua

pl ay.

OSTI LI O
And what do you consi der
intellectual work, my young
De' Medi ci .



G OVANNI
Mechani cs. Mechanics is bringing
us mlitary power and civil
i nprovenent of the highest order.

OSTI LI O
And, G ovanni, you see no
correl ation between the design of
t hese wonder ful nechanical devices
and mat hemati cs?

G OVANNI
It is genius like Da Vinci's that
brings mechanics to life.

OSTI LI O
Class is dismssed. You are a
great dreaner, G ovanni
G ovanni smles at what he inmagines is a conplinent.

OSTI LI O (CONT' D)

But, wi thout mat hematics, | w sh
you luck. You'll need it.
G ovanni frowns at the cut. The Court Students | eave.

GALI LEO
About to sneak off.

OSTILIO (O S.) (CONT' D)
You, you there!

Galileo stops and turns to Gstilio.

OSTI LI O ( CONT' D)
You' ve been spying on ny tal ks for
days. \Who are you? Cone here.

GALI LEO
| am Galil eo.

OSTI LI O
The son of Vincenzo, the Court
Musi ci an?

GALI LEO
Yes, Professor Ostilio.

OSTI LI O
Wiy do you spy on ne?



GALI LEO
| study nedicine.

OSTI LI O
I'"'mold, not ill.

GALI LEO
My father says there's no living to
be made wi th mat hemati cs.

OSTI LI O
He m ght be right.
(Pause)
Do you have a mat hemati cal hero?

GALI LEO
Yes, Archimedes. But the G eeks
were not right about everything,
were they?

Cstilio' s face delights.
OSTI LI O
Come every day.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - SURGERY - N GHT

The PATI ENT, a robust nman of 40, is nude, tied down on a

wooden tabl e and gagged.

22.

Crenonini and his Students, including Galileo and Tonmaso,

gat her ar ound.

Two Students retract the Patient's | egs at his knees.

CREMONI NI
Begi n your rosaries. You are about
to witness a nost auspicious event.
Believe ne when | tell you, you
will never forget your first
surgery. The patient has fasted
for two days.

TOVMASO
Fat her Crenonini, do you know what
sin has brought this man to us
t oday?

CREMONI NI
| amnot his confessor, Tonmaso,
only his physician.

( MORE)
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CREMONI NI (cont ' d)
But, this is the curse of his evil
deeds, you can be sure. Have
nmercy. As we have studied, the
pl anets are in the proper alignnent
for this procedure.

Crenoni ni makes the sign of the Cross, takes up his scal pel,
brown and dirty, and touches the Patient deeply with one hand
above and around his crotch.

CREMONI NI ( CONT' D)
We | ocate the stone and bring it to
t he neck of the bl adder, there, at
the entrance, and precisely two
fingers above the anus.

Galileo conpares his two slender fingers to the fat hand of
Crenoni ni and the nuscul ar hand of Tonmaso.

CREMONI NI ( CONT' D)
I incise | engthw se..

The Patient reacts violently.

CREMONI NI
...and extract the stone.

A rush of blood, and just as quickly, Crenonini holds
sonmething in his bloody, bare hand and smles.

The students appl aud.

TOVIVASO
I ncredi bl e, Father Crenonini!
GALI LEO
But, Father Crenonini, |'ve studied

the records. There is a problem
Al'l eyes on Galil eo.
GALI LEO
No victimof this procedure lives
beyond seven weeks.
The Patient's eyes go wi de before he passes out.

Crenonini sticks the bl adder stone into Galileo's hand and
closes Galileo's fist around it.

CREMONI NI
Galileo, ny chanbers, now
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I NT. CATHEDRAL - PEWS - NI GHT

Galileo kneels, crying and praying. He |ooks at his bl ood-
stained hands. Finally, he holds his wist in his opposite
hand and takes his own pulse. W hear Galil eo' s HEARTBEAT
echo.

He begins to relax, neditate, still holding his wist. He
| eans his head back, eyes open. H s HEARTBEAT st eadi es.

Above him a CHANDELI ER begins to swi ng, pushed by a gust of
W ND. The chandelier's arch is wide and fast. The sw ng of
the chandelier and Galileo' s heartbeat are synchronized, the
effect hypnotic. Galileo shuts his eyes.

Galileo opens his eyes to find...

THE CHANDELI ER

Wth little swing left. But, amazingly, his heartbeat and
that of the pendulumare still synchronized.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WARD - N GHT

Galileo holds a string and bob in one hand, watching it
intently. He holds the wist of Felicia in his other hand.

Felicia opens her eyes slightly. Galileo's heart goes out to
her. She cl oses her eyes, dying.

GALI LEO
You're scaring ne. Don't die.
Pl ease, young | ady, don't die.

Felicia slips into death.

I NT. UNIVERSITY OF PI SA - DEAN S OFFI CE - DAY

The hand of Dean A ROLAMO. G rolanp, 50, is dressed as the
el der statesman of the university. He shows a deft touch
with his fat fingers as he adjusts a string and pushes the
bob on Galileo's first invention: A small pendulumon a

st and.

G ROLAMO
It is, indeed, brilliant, Father
Cremonini, brilliant. A pul se

cl ock!



CREMONI NI

Yes, but..

G ROLAMO
This little device will be every
physician's necessity. You are to
be commended, Father Crenonini.

CREMONI NI
Dean G rolanp, you nean Galileo is
to be commended?

G ROLAMO
Yes, but he was under your
supervi sion, correct?

CREMONI NI

Yes, but...

G ROLAMO

Therefore, the

invention is ours.

It will put the University's
Col | ege of Medicine, your school of

medi ci ne, Dean

Crenmonini, in the

ranks of Bol ogna. No, no, Salerno!

CREMONI NI

Dean G rolanmp, | am honored,

but. ..
G ROLAMO

Doesn't it work, Dean Crenonini?
CREMONI NI

It is brilliant, Dean G rol anpo, and

it does work.

I[t's just that, in

principle, according to Aristotle,
it shouldn't work.

G ROLAMO
What are you sayi ng?

CREMONI NI
This student appears to have defied

a vital | aw of

notion. The length

of the swing should determ ne the
interval, not the length of the
string. It's all wong, all wong!

G rolanmp quiets Crenonini

and takes a nonent to reflect.

G ROLAMO
Tell me, howis Galileo s progress?

25.



CREMONI NI
He questions everything. He can't
stand the sight of bl ood.

G rolano takes Crenonini to the door, arm around his

shoul der.

G ROLAMO
W should let this student down
softly. And, let's not worry about
the laws of notion. After all,
have you ever known one doctor,
never mnd one student, to bring
down the entire real m of
est abl i shed know edge?

CREMONI NI
Dean G rol anb, one nmonk named
Martin Luther now clains half the
world's Christian souls and has the
Vati can contenpl ating holy war.

I NT. CREMONINI'S OFFI CE - DAY

Cr enoni ni

sits at his desk. Galileo stands before him

GALI LEO
Fat her, you sent for ne.
Congrat ul ati ons on your el evation
to Dean of Medi cine.

CREMONI NI
(Chokes.)

Yes, yes, well, thank you, Galileo.
But, I'mafraid | have grave news
for you. It's been decided you'l
never be a doctor of the nedical
sciences. It's tinme you plan to

| eave the college, the university,

in fact.

GALI LEO
Honest | y?

CREMONI NI
Yes, I'"mvery sorry, but...

Galileo, you argue very well,
per haps you woul d make a fine
litigator, eh?

26.
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GALI LEO
Per haps. Thank you, Father
Cr enoni ni .

Galileo quickly nmakes the sign of the Cross, gives a broad
smle, and runs out the door. Shocked, Crenonini bolts from

his desk and yells after him

CREMONI NI
No ar gunent ?

GALI LEO
None. You're right... for oncel

CREMONI NI
Littl e bastard.
EXT. FLORENCE - PLAZA D OQUMO - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

Title: "Florence, 1585"

EXT. FLORENCE - PLAZA D OQUMO - FOUNTAIN - DAY

The fanmous plaza is busy with MERCHANTS, TOWNSPECPLE
SOLDI ERS, HORSES, ARTISTS and CLERICS. Paul o, now 22 and a
friar, greets Galileo. They enbrace.

GALI LEO
(Smling.)
Paul o, |'ve been di snissed from

medi cal school .

PAULO
Thank God. You were never neant to
be a physi ci an.

GALI LEO
And, | guess | wasn't neant to be a
nonk.
They | augh.
PAULO

Then why did you fight in the
church in Pisa?

GALI LEO
Because you fought.
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PAULO
Do you know what that fight was
about ?

GALI LEO
Do you?

Paul o checks around, then takes a book out of his pouch and
hands it casually to Galil eo.

ON BOX:

Galileo' s POV "ON THE BABYLONI AN CAPTI VITY OF THE CHURCH' by
FRI AR MARTI N LUTHER

Gal il eo quickly hands the book back.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Put this out of sight. You vowed,
we vowed together, to always be
children of Christ.

PAULO
We al so vowed to be God's sol diers.
God needs soldiers now, Galileo.

GALI LEO
Paul o, the Church is reform ng.
The Church's Council of Trent seeks
reconciliation as we speak. Are
you | ooki ng for another fight?

PAULO
The fight | have already.

Paul o fixes his gaze on Galil eo.

PAULO ( CONT' D)
Galileo, the church will not
change, the Lutherans will not
return to the fold unless nen of
courage, God's soldiers, force them
t o change.

Paul o hands the book to him
GALI LEO
I will always be your friend,
Paul o, but never another word of
t hi s. Never

Galileo gives back the book.



I NT. BI SHOP BELLARM NO S OFFI CE - N GAT
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Bel l arm no adjusts the length of the string and stares at

Galileo' s pul se clock.

BELLARM NO
Wiere did you get this, Tommaso?
TOMVASO
From Gal il eo, a nedical student
with me in Pisa. | knew, Bishop

Bell arm no, that the Catholic
Church would want to know about. ..

BELLARM NO
Yes, yes.

Bel | armi no | ooks at the young man, sizing himup.
cl ever young fellow Tommaso bows, trying to hide his delight
bei ng recogni zed.

BELLARM NO ( CONT' D)
Have you considered joining the
Soci ety of Jesus, the Jesuit order?

TOVIVASO
Wul d that such a mracle were
possi bl e, Bi shop Bel | ar m no.

BELLARM NO
M racl es are possible, ny young
friend -- when one understands how

m racl es work.

TOWASO
| defer to your wi sdom Bishop

Tommaso kneels to kiss Bellarm no's ring.

BELLARM NO
Excell ent. And, Tommso, nore
information on Galil eo and ot her
free thinkers mght be great
facilitators of... a mracle.

Tonmaso ri ses, bows and takes his | eave.

EXT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI"S HOMVE - COURTYARD - NI GHT

Vincenzo plays his lute quietly.

You are a
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O S. a BABY WAILS, CH LDREN are heard SCREAM NG, PLAYI NG
t hen CRYI NG

G ULIA, 45, Vincenzo's wife, stornms into the courtyard. A
beauti ful woman, who is an apparent m ss-match for the
artistic Vincenzo, she has the dress and haute attitude of
her upper-cl ass breeding.

G uLl A
Vi ncenzo! Vi ncenzo! Pl ease, sone
hel p! Pl ease!

He ignores her.
She storns back into the house.

Galileo quietly enters the courtyard. He breathes heavily
and begins to speak, but nothing cones out.

Vincenzo | ooks up to see his son. Overwhel ned with anger,
Vi ncenzo throws the | ute against the house.

Galileo hesitates, then runs.

Vincenzo grabs Galileo in the doorway.

I NT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI'S HOME - LI VI NG CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

G ulia, holding an I NFANT, screans as she snatches a TODDLER
off the floor and away fromthe path of Vincenzo and Galil eo
as they TEAR through the house, upsetting the table and
sendi ng the other FOUR GALILEI CHI LDREN crying and running.

EXT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI"S HOMVE - STREET - CONTI NUOUS

The DOOR of the house slans open as Vincenzo bursts out into
the street holding Galileo. Galileo can only stare at his
father. Vincenzo raises his fist, but begins to cry.

VI NCENZO
Al you want to do is play! Play
wi th nunbers! Then, go. Go and

pl ay.

Vincenzo throws Galileo to the ground, returns to his hone,
sl ammi ng the door behind him Galileo lies in the street,

crying.
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I NT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI'S HOME - LI VI NG CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

Gulia, silently calls her children to her with her arns, and
tries to hold back her tears.

G ULl A
There was a tinme all you wanted to
do was play with nunb...
Vi ncenzo sl aps her.

Galileo bursts through the door, sending his nother, Gulia,
back with a start.

The Children begin wailing again.

Vincenzo turns to see his son stormng toward him Vincenzo
is stopped cold.

Galileo stands before his father, determ ned, and quickly
wi pes his battered face on his sleeve. @Glileo waits,
staring into his father's eyes for what seens an eternity.
Vincenzo's face turns weak and sad.

Gulia and the Children whinper, frozen in the b.g.

Galileo stares at Vincenzo, who finally | ooks away. Galileo
| ooks around to see:

G ULIA & THE FI VE CH LDREN

In the nmeager!ly-furnished room

VI NCENZO

A poor, old, broken man. He |ooks up at his son, but has
not hing to say.

GALI LEO

Over whel ned, turns and | eaves.

EXT. VATICAN - SAINT PETER S SQUARE - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG

Title: "The Vatican, 1590"
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SCORES OF WORKERS and CRAFTSMEN swarm the square |ike busy
ants.

OBELI SK SCAFFCLD

VWere Wrkers are lowering a ninety-foot tall EGYPTI AN
OBELI SK into a SCAFFOLD FRAME. A web of intricate ropes is
controll ed by geared WOODEN W NCHES

SUPERVI SI ON PLATFORM - TABLE

CLAVIUS, 50, a warm and patient man, the Vatican's chief
astrononer and mat hemati ci an, points out a detail of the
project drawing to Galil eo.

CLAVI US
It's a conpl ex problem

Galileo has picked up a witing plune and is fast at work.
Cl avi us wat ches, anmazed.

GALI LEO
Father C avius, | believe you'l
need nore supporting lines to hold
t hat nmuch wei ght, but there m ght
be a sinpler approach..
(Draw ng)
...like this.

CLAVI US
Interesting. There are sone others
here at the Vatican | would |ike
you to neet, Galil eo.

GALI LEO
I woul d be honored, Father d avius.

I NT. VATI CAN - LI BRARY - DAY

Galileo sits waiting on a small stool before a | ong table.
The Vatican Library in the b.g. row upon row of books, study
carrel s and painted colums covered with artwork.

Galileo stands as Clavius enters. He is followed by
Bel | arm no and Fat her General of the Jesuits, ACQUAVI VA, a
very young 37. Acquaviva is conpletely mlitary in appearance
and denmeanor, but he attenpts to hide a visible trenble with
unnecessary gestures and head novenents.
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Cl avius, Bellarm no and Acquaviva take seats behind a table
facing Galileo. Cavius signals Galileo that he may sit.

CLAVI US
Galileo, let nme present Father
General of the Society of Jesus,
Acquavi va. And, Jesuit Bishop
Bel | ar mi no.

ACQUAVI VA
Clavius tells us that your skills
may be an asset to the Church.

GALI LEO
It is ny dream..
BELLARM NO
Galileo, your reputation precedes
you.
GALI LEO
Thank you, Bi shop Bel | arm no.
CLAVI US
Galileo has recently invented this

scal e. .
Cl avius slides the device over to Acquavi va.

CLAVI US (CONT' D)
...which can discern the percentage
of base and precious netals..

BELLARM NO
I'"'maware of Galileo's
i nventi veness, but Father Genera
Acquaviva wi Il be nore interested
in his devotion. Have you been
ordai ned, Glil eo?

GALI LEO
Pl ease |l et nme explain, Bishop that
| did not conplete...

ACQUAVI VA
Galileo, are you aware that the
Church is in a dire struggle
agai nst heresy and evil?

GALI LEO
I have al ways been a devout. ..



ACQUAVI VA

Evil is everywhere. Do you agree?
GALI LEO

Well... certainly, along with God's

grace, is it not?

Acquavi va stands, the others follow his | ead.

ACQUAVI VA
Bi shop Bellarmno is ny trusted
advisor on all matters relating to
the sciences. | trust his
information regarding... allegiance
and reliability. Perhaps, Galil eo,
you can prove yourself el sewhere.

Acquavi va | eaves, followed by Bellarm no.

CLAVI US
Before you go, Galileo, would you
care to see the Vatican
bservatory? The Tower of the
Wnds? It's where | calibrated the
cal endar.

GALI LEO
Fat her d avi us, where else could |
better prove nmy faith than within
t he Church?

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL CHAMBERS - DAY

34.

POPE GREGORY, 80, his small, stern face, lined, pocked and

chi sel ed, watches the square construction intently out

wi ndow.

Bell armino enters foll owed by Acquavi va.

Pope Gregory turns and sizes up Acquaviva in an instant.

BELLARM NO
Your Holiness, the new Father
General of the Society of Jesus,
Acquavi va.

POPE GREGORY
When did you take your vows?

ACQUAVI VA
It's been fourteen years, Pope
Gregory.

his
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POPE GREGORY
You're not yet forty, are you?

ACQUAVI VA
| realize this is a serious flaw, |
prom se to remedy the situation.
Even while | sleep

POPE GREGORY
Yes. Well, Father General, there's
not hi ng that can be done about it
now, is there?

ACQUAVI VA
Your Holiness, I, as all in ny
order, are vowed to serve the Pope
and the Papacy.

POPE GREGORY
Very well, then.
(Pointing.)

After decades of planning, the
oelisk wll finally be noved to
the center of Saint Peter's Square.

ACQUAVI VA
Synbolic of the Church and its
i nfl uence noving back to the center
of world affairs, | would hope,
Your Hol i ness.

Several of the ropes on the Qoelisk platformsnap in quick
successi on, which sets off panic and chaos anong the Wrkers.
Pope Gregory is startled and holds his chest. Acquaviva
doesn't flinch.

POPE GREGORY
We are nmaking noves in the correct
di recti on.

ACQUAVI VA

The Council of Trent has failed to
bring the rebellious Lutherans back
into the fold. The Lutherans wl|
not reconcile w thout major
concessi ons by the Church

POPE GREGORY
The Lutherans will return as they
see the Church is reformng itself.
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ACQUAVI VA
Your Holiness, our reformati on has
not won us a single Lutheran
principality.

Acquavi va hol ds a parchnent out to Pope G egory.

POPE GREGCRY
VWhat is this, Father General ?

ACQUAVI VA
A new i ndex of books and authors to
be banned. W cannot be too
careful. The Pope finds it
di stasteful.

Acquavi va presents anot her docunent.

ACQUAVI VA ( CONT' D)
The Holy O fice of the Inquisition
must intensify its efforts under
t he | eadership of Cardina
Bel | ar mi no.

POPE GREGORY
Cardi nal ?

Bel | armi no steps forward obsequiously.
BELLARM NO
I"m prepared to make a substanti al
tithe to the Vatican, imediately.
The Pope takes an envel ope from Bel | ar m no.

Pope Gregory quickly opens the letter, |ocates the anount,
noves to his desk, and signs the decree.

POPE GREGORY
Congr at ul ati ons, Cardina
Bellarmno. Serve well in Christ's

nane.

EXT. FLORENCE - ARNO RI VER - DREDGQ NG BOAT - DAY

Two WORKMEN | ead mul es on board the boat, a conplicated
design that includes TREADM LLS for nule power, |arge SCOOPS
on WATER WHEELS and a towering CRANE that operates a CLAW
SHOVEL.



37.

Galileo and Gstilio are beside G ovanni, now 25, in stylish
dress, his full-grown G eat Dane at his side, admring the
shi p.

GALI LEO
Yes, this is quite interesting.

G ovanni's Great Dane grow s at Galil eo.

G OVANNI
Vwell, Galileo, when the river tide
is low, the boats cannot nove our
goods. |'ve designed and
conmi ssioned the building of this
ship that will clear the river's
bottom easily.

GALI LEO
Amazi ng.

OSTI LI O
| knew you two woul d work wel |
t oget her.

G ovanni gives Ostilio a suspicious glance.

Galileo is absorbed and concerned. He keeps checki ng between
the plans and the boat in front of him

GALI LEO
You haven't |aunched her yet,
correct?

A OVANNI
Yes, that's right. Don't |ook so
worried, every detail is
magni fi cent.

GALI LEO
What's that?

A OVANNI
Wll, Glileo, I've replaced human
power wi th mul es.

GALI LEO
How much do they wei gh?

A OVANNI
The normal weight of a nule, I'm

certain.
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GALI LEO
And that is?

G OVANNI
An idea borrowed fromthe fabul ous
construction of the D Uono. That
crane can lift three hundred

pounds.
GALI LEO
Ch, that's too bad.
OSTI LI O
VWat Galileo neans, |'msure, is
that it mght need a slight
adj ust ment .
GALI LEO

No, that's not what | nean at all.

G OVANNI
Wl |, what are you sayi ng?

GALI LEO
It's obvious. The whole stern is
of f bal ance. Just |ower that
shovel into the current and she's
goi ng down.

GCstilio sees his plan for Galileo' s enpl oynment dashed.
G ovanni considers, then | ooks slightly crazed and
conflicted.

G OVANNI
You' re wong. Remarkably w ong.

GALI LEO
I wish | were.

G OVANNI
(Calling to his nen.)
Cast off, men!

OSTI LI O
Pl ease, G ovanni, hear Galil eo out.

The boat noves into the current. The shovel is |owered
and... The boat quickly SINKS to the bottom the Men sw nm ng
for safety while the Miules, tied on the treadmlls, go under.

OSTI LI O ( CONT' D)
Per haps together, you could conbine
your talents nore successfully!



G ovanni

turns to Galil eo,

GALI LEO
Damm waste of nul es.

is eager to attack.

I NT. CREMONINI'S OFFI CE - DAY

Cr enoni ni

way. He is startled to find a thin,

hol di ng back the G eat

39.

Dane t hat

enters his office holding a candle to light his

CREMONI NI
What ' s happened to you?

GALI LEO
|'ve been everywhere, Doctor.
Padua, Fl orence, Ronme and Bol ogna.

I"mnot... accepted.
CREMONI NI
Galileo, | can only help you if you

wi |l put aside your damm pride.

Galileo nods, biting his Iip hard.

CREMONI NI ( CONT' D)
There is a question, a literary
question, many are now wlling to
have answered by mat hemati cs.

GALI LEO

What are you tal ki ng about ?
CREMONI NI

How tall is Lucifer?
GALI LEO

(Belligerently.)
That's not a mat hematical questi on,
and even if it were..

CREMONI NI
You may take your | eave.

GALI LEO
I"msorry, but, Father, what good
would it do?

CREMONI NI
Dam it! Listen, you little fool,
listen!

pal e Glil eo.
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Crenoni ni goes to a bookshel f and snatches down a copy of
Dante's "1 NFERNO. "

CREMONI NI ( CONT' D)
It's Dante, and in Tuscany, Dante

is inportant. It's the Devil, and
to the Church, the devil's
i mportant.

Crenpni ni throws the book at Galil eo.

CREMONI NI ( CONT' D)
It's our faith, and in this world,
our faith is everything,
everyt hi ng!

I NT. UNIVERSI TY AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

The roomis crowded with the finest NOBILITY, CLERGY and
LEADERS of Tuscan society. Anong them are Crenonini, Paulo
and Ostilio. Govanni works to control his nenacing G eat
Dane.

On stage, Father Tommaso, now a priest in black vestnments and
a collar, conpletes his discourse.

TOVMASO
After review ng ny nethodol ogy, |I'm
sure you will conclude, with ne,
that Lucifer is approximtely seven
hundred cubits tall, as derived

fromthe best information Dante
gives us as scientists.

The Audi ence responds with reserved APPLAUSE. G ROLAMO, an
academ c, takes the floor.

G ROLAMO
Thank you, Father Tommaso. And
now, a man known wel | at our
university for his... rhetorica
skills. Former student, Galileo
Galilei, will offer his attenpt at
this vexing eni gma.

Galileo receives reserved APPLAUSE as he nounts the podi um

GALI LEO
Thank you, Dean Grolanp. The
ot her speakers have shed nuch |ight
on this question.

( MORE)
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GALI LEQ( cont ' d)

| hope | can nake a simlar
contribution to the discussion

Galileo | ooks directly at Paul o.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
(Pause.)
Somewhere beneath this Earth is
Hel | .

I NT. UNDERGROUND - DANTE'S HELL - N GAT

The underworl d ki ngdom of evil and torture. This awful pit,
mles deep, withes with the agony of dammed human soul s.

GALI LEO (V. Q)

A hideous realmof circular torture
that Dante tells us begins at
Jerusal em and spirals down to the
Devil hinmself. Caught chest-deep
inice, Lucifer delights in the il
treatment of his captives, thrown
down to himfromthe tiers above.

A gruesone, wi nged LUCI FER, breathing fire through many
nmout hs, takes one, then another of the sinners in turn.

GALI LEO (V. QO.) (CONT' D)
Pagans.

Luci fer squeezes an ASI AN SOUL between his fingernails.

GALI LEO (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Adul terers. ..

Luci fer skewers two FORN CATI NG SOULS and toasts themin his
fiery breath.

GALI LEO (V. Q) (CONT' D)
...gluttons, hoarders, wasters, the
wr at hful and the sullen.

Luci fer devours an OBESE SOUL nystically plucked fromthe
air.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
But the Devil presides personally
over the msery delivered to
Heretics in the circle called the
Cty of Ds.
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Paul o and Gal il eo exchange gl ances. Bishop MAFFEO 26, oval -
faced with inpeccable hair, is so captivated by Galileo's
presentation that he GASPS, hand to nmouth, then THROAS his
hand back, accidentally hitting Paul o, who is seated beside
hi m

MAFFEO
(To Paul 0.)
I'"mso sorry.

INT. DANTE'S HELL - THE CITY OF DIS - N GHAT

A swarm of huge RED MOSQUI TCES chases and sucks the bl ood of
runni ng HERETI CS who, to escape, plunge into a |ake of vile,
bubbl i ng feces.

FROGS on the shore of the | ake transforminto SNAKES, which

slither into the water to feast on the Heretics who struggle
to stay afloat. The tide rises and a huge wave snmashes the

hal f-eaten Heretics into an enbankment of sharp rocks where,
again, they are attacked by the giant Red Msquit oes.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
Though | may appear to digress,
central to our question is the
G ant of the City of Dis, Dante
nanmes Nintrod. H s face is as high
and wi de as the cone of Saint
Peter, which neasures five and a
hal f cubits.

From his navel up, NIMROD, the beastly giant, towers as he
mar ches al ong the bottom of Hell as seen fromthe rimabove.

GALI LEO (V. Q) (CONT' D)
The link is here, where Dante
conpares man to the G ant and the
G ant is conpared to the size of
Lucifer's arm Therefore, if we
know Dante's size and N nrod's
size, we can deduce the size of
Lucifer.

Ni ntod, cl oaked in nmassive chains, spots sonething
interesting on one of Hell's upper tiers. Ninrod snmles, and
wi th both hands grabs Galileo and Paul o, then throws them
both down into the City of Dis with the other Heretics.

I NT. UNIVERSI TY AUDI TORI UM - STAGE - N GHT

Galil eo sweating profusely.
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GALI LEO
Since it is well accepted that the
l ength of an armis generally one-
third of the entire height...

MAFFEO

Spel | bound, wat ches SCHOLARS in the audience wite notes, do
t he cal cul ations, and confer with those seated nearby.

GALI LEO

Looks up, distracted by the excited conversation in the
audi ence.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
...we, we can calcul ate, according
to these ratios, that Lucifer's
hei ght will be...

The audi ence hangs on his every word now Slowy, Glileo
gi ves the answer the Scholars are already in agreenment wth.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
...one-thousand ni ne-hundred and
thirty-five cubits.

Galil eo ends and | ooks up.

To his surprise, the audience erupts in wild applause, shouts
of "BRAVO' and red roses rain on him Anpong those in
standi ng ovation are: Ostilio, Crenonini, a |less enthusiastic
Tommaso, and a di sgusted G ovanni

Galileo, in a daze, steps off the stage and noves toward
Paul o.

Maf f eo noves to intercept Galil eo.
Paul o nods to Galileo, but then turns to | eave.

MAFFEO
I was nost inpressed. Allow ne,
hunbly, to introduce nyself, Maffeo
Bar beri ni .

GALI LEO
Bi shop Bar berini ?
(Maf f eo nods.)
O the House of Barberini?
(Maf f eo nods again.)
( MORE)
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GALI LEQ( cont ' d)

I am hunbl ed. Thank you for your
ki nd words.

MAFFEO
I would like to suggest that you
cone to Pisa. | believe our

Uni versity needs you.

GALI LEO

Bi shop Barberini, thank you, but..
MAFFEO

I know. 1'Il speak with Dean

n the future
nd, just
| expect you

G rol anb. Pl ease,
address nme as a frie
Maf f eo, please. 1l
soon.

Maf f eo makes his exit as others congratul ate Galil eo.

EXT. UNIVERSITY OF PI SA - ACADEM C HALL - DAY
Title: "University of Pisa, 1590"

Galileo, a rebel in commoner's clothes, arrives and nounts
the steps. He approaches Tonmaso and four other PRIESTS who
wear academ c garb

GALI LEO
Good norni ng, Professors.

PROFESSCRS
(Gudgingly.)
Good nor ni ng.

The Professors turn and wal k away.

TOMVASO
No di scussions today, Galil eo.
They're all sick of arguing with
you. So am|.
(Pause.)
We get nowhere questioning what we
al ready know.

GALI LEO
Thi s assunes what you know has sone
value to begin wth, Father
Tommaso.

TOVMASO
Wiy did you have to come back?
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GALI LEO
Fat her Tonmaso, do you think
woul d stay here with the | ot of
you, if | did not need the noney?

I NT. CLASSROOM AUDI TORI UM - DAY

The class of all mal e STUDENTS beconmes quiet as Galil eo takes
the podium Galileo | ooks out at his students as if they are
his beloved. This contrasts with the pain on his face as he
| ooks down at the | esson book.

GALI LEO
Stevinus, rem nd ne, today's
| esson?

STEVI NUS

Aristotle's aws regarding falling
bodi es. How heavi er objects fal
faster than lighter objects.

GALI LEO
If we nust. Let's begin where...

The Students cone to full attention and prepare to take
not es.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
...Aristotle tells us...

Galileo | ooks up to see his students, hungry for know edge,
hanging on his every word. He's stopped cold. He |ooks at
each and becones nore concerned and vul nerable as the

ram fications of his teachings hit hone.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Aristotle... Aristotle...

He considers what to say.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Class is cancel ed for today.

The Students | ook at each other, puzzled.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
We will convene this class with a
practical denonstration of the
principle of falling bodies at the
tower, tonorrow s class tine.
Cl ass dismssed! Go do sonething
useful .

( MORE)
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GALI LEQ( cont ' d)

Cont enpl ate bunbl e bees or wite
poetry that doesn't rhyne,
anything. Best yet, practice the
lute. | find it nost stinulating.

INT. CREMONINI'S OFFI CE - DAY
Dean G rol anb enters.

G ROLAMO
Fat her Crenoni ni, have you seen
t hi s?

Crenonini, looks up fromhis work and takes the letter that
G rolanm offers.

G ROLAMO ( CONT' D)
It seens you nmay have been right.
Your former student, Galileo, is
attenpting to topple the pillars of
know edge. From a tower that
| eans!

Crenopni ni reads with concern.

G ROLAMO ( CONT' D)
It promses to be a fiasco of the
hi ghest order. | wouldn't mss it!

EXT. STREET - PI SA - DAY

Quiet norning. Crenonini taps his foot, inpatiently waiting,
then sees Galileo turning the corner toward him Crenonini
intercepts Galileo; waving his former student's letter, he
wal ks by Galileo' s side.

CREMONI NI
You can be so infuriating, Galileo.
Let this rest. You can still have
a future. | fought to get you your

position. Don't risk losing it!
Don't you see where this is
| eadi ng?

Galileo is matter-of-fact, but it conmes across as smnug.

GALI LEO
To the truth

CREMONI NI
"d like to think you' re naive, but
know you' re not.
( MORE)
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CREMONI NI ( cont ' d)

This does the Church no good, and
it will do you no good.

GALI LEO
Fat her Crenonini, these are the
Jesuits, the best-educated thinkers
of the Catholic Church. Don't you
think they want to know the truth?

CREMONI NI
As the | awers always say: That
depends!

GALI LEO

Fat her, thank you for your help.
But, this is about know edge, not
politics.

They turn the corner toward Pisa's LEANING TOAER. The square
is filled with TOAMNSPEOPLE, PRI ESTS, PROFESSORS, OFFI Cl ALS,
CHI LDREN, M NSTREL SHOAS and even NOBLES who have cone to
witness Galileo' s challenge. The sight stops Galileo cold.

CREMONI NI
Damm it, Galileo. Everything is
about politics!

Galileo wal ks into the arena, the noise of the crowd
subsi des.

EXT. PLAZA - TONER OF PI SA - DAY

Gal il eo approaches. On one side is the establishnent:

G rol anb, Tonmmaso, and the other Priests. On the other side:
Glileo's Students and OGstilio. Crenonini hesitates, then
joins Grolanmo and the Professors.

GALI LEO
(To Tommaso.)
Have you brought objects to your
i king?

Tommaso drops a heavy |ead ball the size of a nelon at
Galileo's feet. Then, Tommaso tosses Galileo a | ead shot the
size of a grape.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Very good. Stevinus, take these
up. Hold themevenly, and rel ease
them at the sane tine.
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Galil eo denponstrates the notion he wants. Stevinus goes to
pick up the lead ball and finds it inpossible to lift with
one hand. Stevinus pockets the |ead shot, then bends down to
nmuscle the lead ball to his stomach.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Fat her Tommaso, were ny
instructions to your |iking?

TOVMASO
Oh, yes. They should be fine.

INT. TONER OF PI SA - STAIRS - DAY

Stevinus calls fromthe tower's highest tier, breaking the
tense noment:

STEVI NUS
Here they cone!

The spheres drop in front of Tormaso and Galileo. They hit
the ground at exactly the sane time. Tommaso is puzzled, then
| ooks up.

TOMVASO
Stevi nus, you nust let go of the
balls at the same tine.

STEVI NUS
| did et go of the balls at the
sane tine!

TOMVASO

Squats on the ground to get a better vantage point. Again,
the balls fall before him striking at the sane tine. He
| ooks up at Galil eo.

TOVMASO
What have you done to the balls?

Gl il eo bends down.
GALI LEO

(Pointedly.)
Signor, they're your balls.
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TOWASO AND PRI ESTS

Prone on the ground, their chins in the pavenent, eyes as | ow
as they can get them (@Galileo squats down besi de Tonmaso.

GALI LEO
(Calling up to Stevinus.)
Stevinus, do it correctly this
timel

Stevinus throws up his hands and rolls his eyes.

TOWWASO AND GALI LEO S POV - PAVEMENT

Again, the balls fall, this tine right before Tommaso' s eyes,
hitting... at exactly the sanme tine.

TOWWASO AND GALI LEO

Stand face to face, nearly chin to chin

TOMVASO
We shoul d use a feather.
GALI LEO
A feather rests against the air.
TOMVASO
So you concede?
GALI LEO
No, | don't concede. Father

Tommaso, if there were no air they
woul d fall at the sane rate.

TOVMASO
There is no such thing as no air.
That's pure theory.

Galileo smles and waits.
TOMVASO ( CONT' D)
It's a trick. Wat you' ve done
here today is a hoax.

Tommaso goes after Galileo. The other Professors hold him
back. He tears hinself away, calner, but still angry.
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TOMVASO ( CONT' D)
I don't know how you did it, but I
will prove it. | maintain this
experiment was totally
i nconcl usi ve.

Tommaso wal ks of f, the other Priests follow Ostilio energes
fromthe crowd and begi ns sl ow appl ause. Sone of the
Townspeopl e turn and | eave, but nmany new SUPPORTERS of
Galileo join in Gstilio' s APPLAUSE, including Crenonini.

SUPPCORTERS
Br avo! Br avo! Br avo!

Galileo is carried off on the shoulders of his Students.
Gstilio, overcome with joy, turns red-faced and clinches his
chest in pain.

I NT. BI SHOP BELLARM NO S OFFI CE - DAY
Crenmonini enters and Bellarm no signals himto sit.

BELLARM NO
It's a pleasure to neet such a
di sti ngui shed man of science. Your
former student, Bi shop Tommaso,
speaks highly of you.

CREMONI NI
Bi shop Tonmaso?
I NT. CORRI DOR - DOCRWAY - BELLARM NO S OFFI CE - DAY

Crenonini is pale as Bellarm no watches himexit frominside
the office.

Crenoni ni takes a quick glance back at Bellarm no before
gently closing the office door.
I NT. GALILEO S GARRET - NI GHT

By lantern light, Galileo rolls balls down an incline ranp.
He times the events with a pendul um

There's a soft KNOCK at his door.

Crenoni ni enters, he holds some papers out to Galileo, who
stops his work to read them quickly paging to the end.
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GALI LEO
They' re not signed.

CREMONI NI
Your contract has not been renewed.
I"'msorry. | can't help you ever
again, @Glileo.
(Pause.)
No ar gunent ?

GALI LEO
No, Father, you were right...
agai n.

| eaves.

I NT. DE' MEDI CI PALACE - OSTILIO S BED CHAMBERS - NI GHT

Galileo sits beside Gstilio's bed and holds the sick old
man' s hand.

GALI LEO
I've been dism ssed, again,
Pr of essor.

OSTI LI O
Go to your father.

GALI LEO
Not as a failure. No.

Cstilio nods.

OSTI LI O
| have a friend in Venice, the
Doge. | designed a fine fort for

him He will find you a place
there. They are business people,
practical people. You wll be
appr eci at ed.

GALI LEO
Thank you, Gstilio.

OSTI LI O
I won't be here to care for my best
pupi | anynore, Galil eo.

Galileo cries and kisses Gstilio.
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OSTI LI O ( CONT' D)
You're going to have to learn to be
a good boy.

GALI LEO
| prom se.

I NT. VEN CE - DUCAL PALACE - HALL OF THE COLLEGE - DAY
Title: "Venice, Ducal Pal ace, 1597"

The DOGE of Venice, 35, long brown hair covered in a
fashi onabl e hat, his cloak adorned with | eopard fur, sits
across fromtwo clerics...

Father DE DOM NI'S, a short man, he nmakes up for size with
energy and passion, and...

PAULO Scar pi, now 32, thinning hair, with a w der face
softened by age and changed disposition. The two CHAT in
hushed tones.

PAULO
What effect have you seen,
Excel l ency, fromthe strife between
t he Lut herans and Cat holic Church?

DOGE
Friar Paul o, we waste nore effort
snoothing relations with the
warring factions, both religious
and secular. It could all be put
to better use nmaking profitable
trades. The Council of Trent
prom sed reconciliation

PAULO
It's been how many years now since
the Council of Trent |ast net?

DOGE
Were are you |l eading nme, Friar
Paul 0?

PAULO

You may have the key to unl ocking
this inpasse.

The Doge is anused.

DOGE
What do you nean?
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PAULO
The key to your archive. It wll
unl ock all the docunentation of the
Council of Trent from your
di pl omat .

The Doge begins to see the light.

PAULO ( CONT' D)
If the truth about the Council of
Trent were public and not Rone's
dirty little secret, the
enmbarrassnent woul d demand
reconciliation. No secret; no
choi ce.

The Doge takes a key off his chain and presses it into
Paul o' s hand.

DOGE
If ny papers on the Council of
Trent can end the Vatican's holy
war, damm the Pope for the world's
good.

I NT. ACQUAVI VA' S CHAMBER - | NTERI OR DOOR - DAY
Title: "Coll ege de Romano, Jesuit Headquarters, Rome"
Scaglia opens the door a crack and peers in. Then, opens the

door wider and gives Bellarmno, OS., a shake of his head to
signal he may enter.

I NSI DE
Acquavi va's chanber is little nore than a cell. A single
smal |l window illumnates walls covered with maps and

di agrans. Acquaviva sits with his chair snugly situated in
the corner. He strains to arrest his uncontroll able head
twitches as he stares out frombehind his table, a tray of
food sits untouched on one side.

BELLARM NO

Enters hesitantly, trying to make sense of the surroundings,
whi ch all ows Acquaviva a nonent to uncoil

BELLARM NO
At your request, Father General
Acquavi va.
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Acquavi va speaks in hushed tones and constantly | ooks around
as if he is being watched.

ACQUAVI VA
Cardi nal Bellarmno, thank you for
com ng. Were you foll owed?

Acquavi va signals Scaglia to cone forward.

BELLARM NO
(Confused.)
Ah, no, Father General.

Acquavi va points out the tray of food to Scaglia, who eats
heartily and, finally, nods approval .

ACQUAVI VA
You are to be conpletely commended
on your work in Tuscany.

When Acquaviva's back is turned, Scaglia takes a handful of
food and | eaves.

BELLARM NO
Thank you, Father General.

ACQUAVI VA
There is good word. W are naking
excel | ent progress regaining
Pol and. Pope Gregory will soon not
be a factor. W can act on serious
matters closer to hone. You are
bei ng reassigned. You will |eave
for Venice i mediately.

BELLARM NO
W1l the Pope no |onger tolerate
the... practices harbored there?
ACQUAVI VA

It's an infection, Cardinal, an
infection. One of our own, Friar

Paul Scarpi, is trying to foist a
di pl omatic reunion with the
Lut her ans.

BELLARM NO

Yes, that infornmation has reached
nme.
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ACQUAVI VA
My God, how it spreads. You nust
take this matter into your own
hands, Cardinal. You nust.

BELLARM NO
| understand, Father General. |
conpl etely under st and.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL BED CHAMBERS - N GHT

Acquavi va, Grassi and Tommaso inpatiently stand and watch
Pope Gregory taking his last painful, dying breaths. Pope
Gregory's cessation of breath pronpts Tommaso to |lift the
sheets over the Pope's face prematurely. The Pope gasps
several nore tinmes, eyes open. Straining to stay alive, Pope
Gregory sees his subordinates frustrated at his continued
efforts, and succunbs to death.

GRASSI
O what did he die?

TOWASO
Bi shop Grassi, the Pope lived an
abundant eighty-three years. My
God take his soul.

G assi nods.
ACQUAVI VA
The poison that kills a king enters
t hrough his gullet. The poison that
kills an enpire enters through the
m nds of the peasants.

Acquavi va exits. Tommaso and Grassi stare.

EXT. VEN CE - CGRAND CANAL - SAINT MARK' S SQUARE - DAY

Galileo steps off a GONDOLA and into the heart of the
beautiful floating city of nercantile splendor

BRUNO G ordano, a light-haired, blue-eyed, handsone man, 37,
with charismatic charmand the frane of a giant, enthralls a
crowd of CITIZENS. Galileo finds his way to the front.

Scaglia stands off in the shadows feigning disinterest.
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BRUNO
Allow ne to open your eyes and
m nds to God's nystical universe.
Where the heavens are infinite.

Sone in the crowmd are nesnerized; others |augh openly.

BRUNO ( CONT' D)
Wiere planets, circling the stars,
are inhabited as is this Earth.

GALI LEO
Pl anets, worlds like Earth, circle
the stars?

BRUNO
Just as the Earth circles the sun,
good sir.

This statement catches Scaglia's attention. Several in the
crowd shout out:

CROND
Heresy! Heresy! Hear him out!
He' s bl asphenous.

BRUNO
A nmonent. \What | speak of is
God's, not Aristotle's. The
m sgui ded, they confuse Saint
Thomas' conj ecture and have
forgotten God' s true prophecy.

CROND
Who are you to question the Church?

BRUNO
It's in God's nunbers, in the
Bi bl e, Revel ations...

GALI LEO
You can't rest on the Bible. Wat
proof do you have?

The crowd goes silent.
GALI LEO ( CONT' D)

Sai nt Thomas clainms his proof is in
t he Bi bl e.
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BRUNO
Al 1 say will be proved true.
Hear me now. An infinite universe
that is the kingdom of God, begun
in an enornous explosion, the stars
are all like our sun, givers of
light and life to planets circling
them and all are made of particles
so small no man has ever seen the
smal | est part.

GALI LEO
Are you Bruno, Bruno G ordano, the
former Dom nican Friar?

Scaglia's back stiffens.

BRUNO
No, no, | amFriar Filippo, and
what | say is in accordance with
t he Church and with God.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - HALL OF THE COLLEGE - DAY

Wiere frescoes in intricately-carved gold frames cover every
square inch of both walls and ceiling. The Doge caresses an
ornate sword handle as he chats with several other NOBLES in
simlar business attire.

Upon seeing Galileo enter, the Doge curtails his casual
conver sation

DOGE
You nust be Galileo. You cone
hi ghly reconmended by our late
friend, Gstilio.
(Pause.)
You did not know. |'msorry.

GALI LEO
When?

DOGE
A fortnight past. They both Cross
t hensel ves.

GALI LEO
Thank you for seeing ne. | seek a
position...
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DOGE
You have a position. |Innovations
for marine, mlitary and comerci al
applications are always desired.
Can you make yourself useful in
t hose arenas?

GALI LEO
I have in the past.

DOGE
Good. | trust a stipend of one-
hundred and fifty crowms will be

sufficient for you?

GALI LEO
You' re nost generous.

DOGE
Nonsense. You will soon repay the
State of Venice many tinmes over

The Doge raises his eyebrows, this is serious business.

GALI LEO
Yes, yes, certainly.
DOGE
My secretary will attend to the

rest.

I NT. TAVERNA - N GHAT

Paul o, his armaround Glileo, shows himinto the taverna, a
joyous party of boisterous MEN, pretty COURTESANS and busy
SERVERS. But, Galileo' s attention is inmrediately drawn to:

MARI A Ganba, 22, a vivacious girl with alnond eyes, a round
face and | oose brown hair, who is playing the lute and
singing a |lovely cantata.

Paul o and Galil eo are served at a table.

PAULO
Sal ut e!

GALI LEO
Sal ut e!

PAULO

How | ong have you been here?
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Galileo steals a kiss froma bamdy G RL who has fixed her
eyes on him

PAULO ( CONT' D)

Wl |, long enough to feel very
confortable, | see.
GALI LEO

The wine is excellent, the wonen
are...wlling, the Doge is happy
with nere trifles of engineering,

and this is the good part, | teach
astronony!
PAULO
Br avo.
GALI LEO
And you are still ordained, | see!
PAULO

And wel | accepted here in Venice.
Am | forgiven?

GALI LEO
You were never damed. You
frightened nme, good friend.

PAULO
It's different in Venice. | have
supporters. It's tine to bring the
Church back together. And for you
to share your findings...

At atable in front of Maria sits Bruno. He has the ears of
all those around him

GALI LEO
Oh, no. It was not just the
Jesuits who learned a | esson in
Pisa. | learned sonething about

them Paul o, who's that?

PAULO
Bruno G ordano, a great thinker.

GALI LEO
Fe! He has sone interesting ideas,
all stolen. Copernicus, Kepler,
and who knows who el se. He's got
not hing for proof, not even | ogic.
(Drinks.)
Not him Wi is the lute player?
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PAULO
Mari a Ganba, she's a courtesan

GALI LEO
Per haps she is for the nonent.

Galileo takes up his lute, goes to Maria, sits on the bench
close to her, and follows her lead on the lute. They play
beautiful nusic together, eyes |ocked on each other.

EXT. TAVERNA - N GHT

Bruno | eaves the taverna and wal ks along the canal. Froma
doorway he is junped and then VIClI OQUSLY CLUBBED by Scaglia
and hi s Deacons.

Bel | arm no supervises as Scaglia and the Deacons struggle to
push Bruno off the bank and down into a boat on the canal.

I NT. MARI A GAMBA' S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Galileo PLAYS the lute for Maria who lies on her bed. Waring
little, she poses for himseductively, then cones to him

pl aces his lute aside and sits on his lap. They kiss

passi onately.

EXT. CTY OF VENICE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
Above the city, the Mon tracks across the night sky and
noves through its phases.
EXT. ARSENAL - FI ELD - DAY
Title: "Four Years Later”
A line of cannons. The nearest fires with a boom ng BLAST.
The Doge awaits Galileo' s cal cul ation.
GALI LEO
Three- hundred and forty-seven
cubi ts.

The Doge gives a nod to a SURVEY TEAM that runs out fromthe
cannon with a measuring |ine.

DOGE
| received an interesting dispatch
from a Dut chman.
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Galileo sets his latest invention,
adj ustabl e triangul ar conpass with
nmout h of the next cannon.

a CANNON QUADRANT, an

a plunb Iine, into the
GALI LEO

h?

Galileo renpves the instrunment and nods to the ARTILLERY
TEAM whi ch commences | oadi ng the cannon.

SURVEYOR
(Fromthe b.g.)
Three hundred and forty-seven and
one- hal f cubits!

DOGE
He clains to have invented a
spygl ass that brings the faraway
into near view.

The cannon FIRES. Galileo raises his head fromhis
cal cul ations with concern.

GALI LEO
(Distracted.)
Fi ve hundred and twel ve cubits.

The Survey teamruns out again. The Doge takes the cannon
guadrant from Galil eo.

DOGE
Can you inmagine? Bringing the far-
away into view? Perhaps it's a
hoax.

GALI LEO
Per haps.

SURVEYOR
Fi ve hundred and el even cubits.

DOGE
You' ve done nicely with this,
Gl il eo.

Hands back the quadrant.

DOGE ( CONT' D)
["ll comm ssion fifty.
(Pause.)

Galileo? Did you hear nme?
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GALI LEO
Oh, yes. Fifty. Thank you, Your
Excel | ence.

Galileo wanders off. The Doge | aughs to hinself. A cannon
FI RES.

I NT. GALILEO S WORKSHOP - NI GHT
Galileo, at his workbench, frantic, testing optical |enses.

GALI LEO
It nust be a conbination of two
| enses, it nust.

He grabs sone paper and draws quickly.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - FOYER - DAY

A fat, inpatient Dutch nerchant, HOLGARTH, sits unconfortably
on a ridiculously small settee. At Holgarth's side is a |long
BOX. FOOTSTEPS bring himto attention. Paul o approaches.

PAULO
Si gnor Holgarth, the Doge is...

Hol garth, stands and brushes hinself off in anticipation of
his interview

PAULO ( CONT' D)
...not yet ready to see you, not
t oday.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - HALL OF THE COLLEGE - DAY
The Doge sits as Holgarth presents a SMALL TELESCOPE

delicate in appearance and no nore than two feet |ong.
Hol garth struggles to speak a foreign | anguage.

HOLGARTH
Wth this you... you generals, wll
see far than possible with eye
al one!

DOGE

VWhat is the cost?

HOLGARTH
VWhat ?



63.

DOGE
Crowns, noney, how much?

HOLGARTH
Onh! Yes, two-thousand only. Yes?

The Doge is not pleased.

DOGE
Let's see it work.

Galileo enters, Paulo and De Dom nis wheel in sonething
covered in canvas over six feet |ong.

DOGE ( CONT' D)
Gl il eo?

Paul o renoves the canvas, revealing a TRIPOD that holds a
| arge, beautifully-crafted TELESCOPE

GALI LEO
Your Excellency, | wasn't aware |
was going to interrupt, but |
believe you'll find this is nost

i mportant.

The Doge's dissatisfaction with the Dutch Merchant is
obvi ous.

DOGE
You're not interrupting, what is
this?

GALI LEO

Way, Your Excellency, the State of
Veni ce has invented a nmagnificent
spyglass. | present it as a gift
in your honor!

Hol grath conpares his tiny instrument to Galileo' s creation.

The Doge takes the tiny tel escope fromHolgarth, turns toward
t he wi ndow and | ooks through the instrunent.

THROUGH HOLGARTH S TELESCOPE

A fuzzy image that adjustnment of the focus cannot clear.

DOGE

G ves the instrunent back to Holgarth and steps over to test
Galileo' s tel escope.
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THROUGH GALI LEO S TELESCOPE

A clear view across the bay to a FORT. The animated face of
a SOLD ER wal king on the fort's ranpart.

The Doge junps away fromthe tel escope. Walks to the w ndow,
squinting to see. Then goes over to Galileo.

The Doge, uncharacteristically, enbraces Galileo in a |ong
bear hug. Even Galileo is shocked.

EXT. H LLTOP - N GAT

Galileo stands peering through his tel escope ained at...

THE MOON - MAGNI FI ED

Mount ai ns, valleys, craters. An Earth-like world, only
desol ate and col d.

Startled by Maria, who kisses his neck.

GALI LEO
Oh, you frightened nme, ny |ove.

Galileo can do little but yield to her kisses.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Maria, Maria, there are worl ds out
t here..

He is nearly crying now, the sensation of Maria's affection
and the sights his eyes have beheld are, together, a powerful
dr ug.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)

...the nmobon has nountains, valleys.
I can see them

MARI A
You are my worl d.

She ki sses him | onger and harder.

MARI A ( CONT' D)
Conme to bed.
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I NT. GALILEO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Maria asleep in Galileo' s enbrace. Awake, he stares out the
wi ndow at the..

STARRY SKY

I NT. GALILEO S WORKSHOP - NI GHT

Galileo, dressed in a nightshirt, hangs a lantern and |ights
anot her. He surveys his workshop. Preoccupied, Galileo rolls
a ball down his incline ranp, then another, but wal ks away.

He pushes the bob on his pul se clock, passing it casually.

He takes a candle to the bottomof his thernometer, a |ong
glass tube filled with liquid and suspended gl ass fl oats,
whi ch begin to nove. Bored, he nobves on.

He uncovers his tel escope and caresses the tube. Hi s face
grows sour, distressed.

He rushes to his desk and sweeps it clean with his arm A
hundred pi eces of glass, netal, balls and wood fly and CRASH
against the walls and fl oor.

He quickly finds parchment, plunme and ink. He wites
feverishly. A child s soft voice breaks the silence.

VIRANA (QS.)
Papa, what are you doi ng?

VIRG NIA 4, walks to her father. She shares her nother's
face and full, curly hair. Galileo turns to find his
daughter standing beside him and lifts her up into his arns.

GALI LEO
What are you doi ng out of bed?

VI RG NI A
| asked you first, Papa.

GALI LEO
Vell, I"'m.. I'"mgoing to change
t he worl d.

VIRG NI A
Wy ?
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GALI LEO
Because | nust.

VIRGA N A
Wy ?

GALI LEO

God has asked ne to.

VIRG N A
Don't change the world, Papa. |
like it how it is.

Galileo chokes up, his face swells, his eyes fill with tears.
GALI LEO
Don't you think you'll Iike the new
wor | d?
VIRG N A
| don't know.
GALI LEO
Just for you, I'll keep the good
t hi ngs and change only what's not
right.
VIRG N A

Al'l right, Papa.
She nods off.

EXT. ROME - CASTLE PRI SON - NI GHT - ESTABLI SHI NG

Title: "Rome, Castle Saint Angel o, Vatican Prison”

I NT. CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO - TORTURE CHAMBER - NI GHT

Bel | arm no, his cheeks coll apsed, his tenperanent vile,
speaks to Bruno, who is harnessed to the rack.

BELLARM NO
Lucifer's hold on you is tenacious,
Friar Bruno. Years and still you
profess |lies and heresy.

BRUNO
The Earth npves. |t revolves
around the sun. The universe is
infinite. ..
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Bel l arm no stuffs stoppers up his nose. Bruno's eyes (o
wide. Bellarmno brings a steam ng kettle into view

BELLARM NO
Conf ess, you poor soul, confess.

Bruno shakes his head. Bell arm no hol ds a funnel above
Bruno's nouth

BRUNO
| confess you' re an ignorant shit!

Bellarm no inserts the funnel into his nmouth and pours from
the kettle.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - ARCHI VE - N GHT

Paul o sits witing. De Domnis cones to Paulo, tired from
readi ng the pages of parchnment in his hands.

DE DOM NI S
Friar Paulo, |1've nmade the
corrections. W're nearly
fini shed.

PAULO
Yes, Father De Domi nis, four years.
It wouldn't be conpleted nowif not
for your help.

DE DOM NI S
It is a labor of |ove, Friar Paulo.
The Church will soon be one again.

PAULO
Pl ease, check these against the
proper dates.

DE DOM NI S
Certainly. Wen will we go to
publ i sh?

Paul o is preoccupied with his work as he replies.

PAULO
I"mnot certain.
(Looki ng up.)
Pope I nnocent is not in good
health. | want a capable, reigning
Pope.

They exchange knowi ng sm | es.
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DE DOM NI S
O course.

When Paul o goes back to work, De Dom nis shows his
di sappoi nt nent .

EXT. H LLTOP - N GAT

Galileo | ooking through his tel escope, making notes.

SATURN
A golden blur, the rings visible only as elongated |ight.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
To the distinguished thinker: Rene
Descartes, Paris, France. Dear
Monsi eur Descartes, through this
instrument of magnification, | have
observed that Saturn is a planet of
three. Two forns are aligned on
either side. | confess not to have
an expl anati on.

DESCARTES (V. Q)
Galileo, I amdelighted at your
descriptions of the noon. Saturn
is nore astounding. Please,
docunent everything you see..

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - ARCHI VE - N GHT

Dressed in traveling attire, De Dom nis pages through Paulo's
finished manuscript: "H STORY OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT." He
carefully places the folio into a | eather bag and | eaves,

cl osing the door softly behind him

EXT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF CARDI NALS - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

Title: "The Vatican, Concl ave of Cardi nals, 1605"

I NT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF THE CARDI NALS - DAY

Tonmaso, now 45; Grassi, now 50; and Bell arm no, now 60; al
have been elevated to Cardinal and are dressed in red robes.
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BELLARM NO
We need a Pope who will continue to
support strict reform Cardinal
Tonmmaso.

TOVIVASO
W need a Pope who will keep this
church whol e, Cardinal Bell arm no!

Grassi intercepts Tommaso and Bellarmino, a letter in hand.

BELLARM NO
W need a Pope who's willing to
fight, Cardinal Gassi!

G assi hands the letter over to Bellarm no who, along with
Tommaso, devour its contents as they wal k.

BELLARM NO ( CONT' D)
It's from Acquavi va.

TOWASO
A directive?

GRASSI
An order. Face facts, ny friends.
Si x Popes in twenty years, four of
whom | asted only nonths. W need a
Pope who won't die, for a change.

BELLARM NO
Bor ghese.

TOVMASO
He is only fifty-three, and he is
an attorney.

GRASSI

Acquavi va wants CGod's advocate on
Earth. We will obey.

EXT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF THE CARDI NALS - ROOF - DAY
White snoke rises fromthe chimey. Disinterested Romans
gl ance up, shake their heads and nove on.

I NT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF THE CARDI NALS - DOORWAY - DAY
Bel | arm no, Tommaso and Grassi, smiling broadly, escort and

talk excitedly to the newl y-el evated POPE PAUL the fifth,
Borghese. The new Pope is 53, silver-haired and poker-faced.
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EXT. H LLTOP - N GAT

Galileo, now 41, at his tel escope.

JUPI TER
Four tiny stars, really nmoons, shown circling in TIME LAPSE.
GALI LEO (V. Q)

Dear Cardi nal Maffeo. You nust see
this for yourself. Jupiter has

four orbiting noons. 1've traced
their paths for over four years now
and. ..

MAFFEO (V. Q)
Dear Most Bel oved and Astute
Friend, Galileo. The further our
di scussi on goes, | nust confess,
t hat sonetines the nore confused
becone. So, please cone to Rone.
I woul d be npbst honored to | ook
t hrough, shall | say, your eyes.
The recently-el ected Pope Paul, a
fine gentleman fromthe house of
Bor ghese, has al so expressed his
curiosity.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL MEETI NG CHAMBER - TABLE - DAY
Pope Paul approaches Acquaviva, Gassi and Bell arm no.

POPE PAUL
(To Acquaviva.)
This nust be urgent, Father General
Acquavi va, you have |eft your
fortress to cone and see ne. |
expected your usually | engthy
m ssi ve.

Acquavi va sweats and strains. H's speech now includes a
slight stutter.

ACQUAVI VA
M ny apol ogi es, Your Holi ness..

Acquavi va qui ckly presents copies of Scarpi's "H STORY OF THE
COUNCI L OF TRENT" before Pope Paul .



ACQUAVI VA ( CONT' D)
...Latin, Italian, English, French,
G german. An unaut horized history
of the Council of Trent. W have
been made out to be unconprom sing,
noney- gr ubbi ng thugs, corrupted by
power .

POPE PAUL
Is that what we are?

GRASSI
Your Holiness, this piece of
rubbi sh has | ost the Church nore
principalities than Martin Luther
took fromus in all his days.

POPE PAUL
Cardi nal Grassi, recall also the
former Catholic foll owers and
cl ergy who have left us. They
m ght be consi dered nore inportant
than the land itself.

ACQUAVI VA
P-p-pustule. They will forever be
an unholy g-g-grow h.

BELLARM NO
Pope Paul, our edict is unchanged.
Those cal ling thensel ves Lut herans
must return unconditionally.

POPE PAUL
Cardi nal Bellarm no, our |ost souls
shoul d want to return under the
reforns we are making.

BELLARM NO
The aut hor nmakes a convi nci ng
argunment that we shoul d negotiate
and reconcil e.

ACQUAVI VA
The printed ww word spreads this
hi deous di sease.

POPE PAUL
The period before printing, when
pari shi oners knew only what we
wanted themto know, was so nuch
easier, wasn't it, Father General ?
Who is the author?

71.
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GRASSI
Friar Paul o Scarpi of Venice, your
Hol i ness. But there is also an
acconplice, Father De Dom nis. De
Dom nis transported this horrendous
docunment to our enem es in Engl and.
Its publication was totally
illegal.

BELLARM NO
A wit exconmunicating the Doge of
Venice is in order. Then, you wll
be able to negotiate froma
position of power.

The Pope doesn't like this but cannot see another way.

POPE PAUL
Fine. But fair warning, I will no
| onger support unnecessary force
and suppression. W nust all |ook

wi t hin oursel ves and our Church for
the roots of our troubles.

(Pause)
Take the necessary actions.

Acquavi va nearly runs fromthe chanber, gasping for breath.

EXT. VENICE - BRIDGE OF SIGHS - N GAT

Glileo and Paul o, now 42, | ook down the canal, eerie in the
wani ng tw light as the LAMPLI GATERS conduct their rounds.
MUSI C cones from a nearby taverna.

PAULO
You nust believe ne. There is an
index in Rome. It contains both
t he names Paul o Scarpi and Galil eo
Galilei. You cannot go to Rone.
Not now.

Paul o | eads Galil eo down the dark, narrow canal wal k.

GALI LEO
But, Paul o, an audience with the
Pope. Through the tel escope, the
Pope will see with his own eyes!
Isn"t that worth the risk?



73.

PAULO
You' re assum ng that when he | ooks
he is willing to see. Are you now
the fearl ess one!?

GALI LEO
You're afraid.

PAULO
No, | amnot. Wth Christ, | have
nothing to fear. But, | won't be

going to Ronme with you.

GALI LEO
We vowed to be God's soldiers and
Maffeo tells ne...

Suddenly, Galileo is pushed into the canal. He never sees
his assailant. Galileo swins, trying to find a quick way up
t he stone enbanknent.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Paul o! Paul o! Paul o

SCREAMS O S. turn into nmuffled cries.

BUI LDI NG VAULT

Paul o is held by two Deacons. Scaglia, now 45, stabs him
again and again, and then faster and faster, fifteen tines.
The Deacons drop Paul o and steal away wi th Scagli a.

GALI LEO

Cinbs out of the canal and searches desperately for Paul o.
He finds Paul o, henorrhaging fromevery area of his body,
Scaglia's knife wedged in his head. Paulo's eyes are w de,
his face tense, sweating, unnoving. Galileo rips off a piece
of his shirt and waps Paulo's head to stop the bl eeding. He
then quickly feels for a pulse.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Paul o, you're still alive. You're
still with nme, Paulo.

Galileo picks up his friend and staggers to the taverna door.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Ch, God. Please, Cod.
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A nmonent after Galileo enters the taverna, the MJSIC and
VA CES are hushed.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - HALL OF THE COLLEGE - DAY

The Doge of Venice, now 50, to the assenbl ed body of VENETI AN
LEADERS and PARI SH PRI ESTS. At the top of his |ungs:

DOGE
I will not be excomuni cat ed!
Those who attacked Friar Paul o
Scarpi will be rooted out and
puni shed.

EXT. VENI CE - GRAND CANAL - SAINT MARK' S SQUARE - NI GHT

The Doge and Gal il eo observing: CONSTABLES tying and, with
kni ves, stripping naked a |line of sone TWENTY JESU T PRI ESTS.

GONDOLA
In the Gand Canal, | oaded with the naked Jesuit Priests.

DOGE
Do we have themall?

CONSTABLE
Your Excellency, with all respect,
we do not have the nmen who attacked
Friar Scar pi .

DOGE
Tow this barge, and cut this filth
called Jesuit | oose in the deep
Adri ati c.

The Const abl e nods.

DOGE ( CONT' D)
(To Galileo.)
Cancel your plans to visit Rone.
They know your association with
Paul o and your own theories put you
in risk.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WARD - N GHT

Galileo at Paul o's bedside, taking his friend s pul se.
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GALI LEO
| can't believe you are alive.
Your pul se, it's good.

Paul o sm | es.

PAULO
Either way, | will not live |ong.
They will cone back for nme. Are
you going to Rone?

Galileo looks at himas if he's mad.

PAULO ( CONT' D)
Pl ease, go. You nust go.

GALI LEO
You were always much braver than |

PAULO
Cardinal Maffeo is a friend. You
have been invited. The Pope wll
| ook, and he may, he may see.

Gal il eo shakes hi s head.

PAULO ( CONT' D)
Look at ne! God protected ne! |
fought first, just like at Saint
Peter's. You fought smarter,
ki cking their shins. Renenber?

They | augh and cry.

PAULO ( CONT' D)
You were always nore clever than |
You' re God's soldier, too, Galileo.
I know you. You're still God's
soldier. Don't deny the Lord, your
God the good fight.

EXT. GALILEO S HOVE - STREET - DAY

A DRIVER | oads Galileo's trunks onto a horse-drawn carri age.
Galileo | eaves the house acconpanied by Maria, now 40; and
Virginia, now 24; and LIVIA Glileo' s youngest daughter, 10,
a happy child with wispy red | ocks |ike her father.

Virginia and Livia kiss their father good-bye.

VIRG NI A
Cone back soon, Papa.



76.

LIVIA
"Il mss you, Papa.

GALI LEO
O course. | love you

Mari a signals her daughters to | eave.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
"Il mss you, ny little princess.

Galileo admres Maria's pregnant belly.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
| want a boy this tine. What can
cone back with for you? Anything!

Mari a sumons up her best bitch.

MARI A
A weddi ng.

She refuses his lips and turns away.

EXT. VATICAN - TONER OF THE WNDS - TERRACE - N GHT
Title: "Tower of the Wnds, Vatican Observatory, 1611"

Pope Paul | ooks through the eyepiece of Galileo' s tel escope.
Galileo and Maffeo wait. The Pope |ooks to them he is
uni npressed. Galileo is pronpted by Maffeo with a | ook.

GALI LEO
You were | ooking at the Mon, Your
Hol i ness. Could you not clearly
see nount ai ns?

POPE PAUL
| saw sonething. How can we be
certain of what we are seeing?

GALI LEO
Vell... Allow nme to show you
sonet hi ng el se.

Galileo ains and adjusts the tel escope. The Pope | ooks
agai n.
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GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
This is Jupiter. The small
seem ngly stars, | have docunented
that they are circling Jupiter
They are actual |y noons.

POPE PAUL
| see.

MAFFEO
Galileo believes these noon-stars
circling Jupiter are a nodel for
the notion of the planets around
t he sun.

POPE PAUL
Do you believe that, Cardina
Maf f eo?

MAFFEO
Wll, I... | admt that Galileo's
t houghts are ingenious. But, | do
not consider themtrue or
convincing. It is all hypotheses,
Your Hol i ness.

POPE PAUL

Vel |, then. This has been very..
specul ati ve.

(Pause.)
Galileo, I would like you to
present your finding to ny
scientific advisors at the Jesuit
Col | ege de' Romano. |If you'l
excuse ne, Cardinal Maffeo, | nust
get back to inportant matters.

GALI LEO
Wiy, yes, your Holiness. Thank you
for... | ooking.

POPE PAUL
Christ be with you, ny sons.

exits abruptly. @Galileo is crushed.
MAFFEO

Vell, | think he was npst
i mpressed.

7.
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I NT. ROME - JESU T HEADQUARTERS - MEETI NG CHAMBER - DAY

At a neeting table, Bellarm no, Gassi, Tonmaso and Crenonini
each wade t hrough stacks of docunentation, |ong sheaves that
cascade off the table and onto the fl oor.

HAND- DRAVWN DI AGRAM ON EASEL
Moons circling Jupiter.

GALI LEO (O S.)
The tables |'ve provided you with
represent twelve years of
observation and cal cul ation, the
regul ar repeating patterns of which
are undeni abl e.

Bel l arm no i s disgusted.

GALI LEO (O S.) (CONT' D)
I've tracked these four npons
for..

BELLARM NO
Enough. Are you proposing that the
Coperni can planetary system where
the Earth circles the sun, is that
correct?

GALI LEO
Reveal s di agram of COPERNI CAN PLANETARY SYSTEM

GALI LEO
My proof provides a firm
f oundati on. .

TOMVASO
Galileo, how exactly would Chri st
Jesus rise into his Father's
ki ngdomon the third day if the
Earth is not the center of all? He
woul d be hindered by the sun, would
he not?

GALI LEO
I don't profess to have an answer
for that question, Cardina
Tonmmaso.

( MORE)
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GALI LEQ( cont ' d)

But, together, I'"'msure all these
details can be reconciled... to the
Church's liking just as Saint
Thomas Aqui nas. . .

Galileo’ s response is nmet with bored | ooks.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
...reconciled the know edge of
Aristotle.

EXT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI"S HOVE - COURTYARD - NI GHT

Galileo and his father, Vincenzo, now 60, play a duet on
Lutes. Finishing their song | eaves themin awkward sil ence.
Vi ncenzo presents Galileo with pages of a manuscript.

VI NCENZO
My study of harnonics. Wth your
help I could finish it.

GALI LEO
Yes, Papa, yes. "Il take it with
nme.

Vi ncenzo nods and smles. @Glileo rises to | eave.

VI NCENZO
Take care with those parasites, ny
son. They understand nothi ng of
the artistic spirit, the spirit
cl osest to Cod.

GALI LEO
I wll, Papa. You tried to warn
me. | know you tried.

I NT. VI NCENZO GALI LEI'S HOME - LI VI NG CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

Galileo cones up behind his nmother, Gulia, and kisses her on
t he cheek.

GALI LEO
I"ll see you soon, Mana.

G ULI A
Glileo...

Galileo stops at the doorway.
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G ULI A (CONT' D)
Pl ease, for nme, don't marry the
whor e.

Gal il eo shakes his head and | eaves.

GALI LEO
Mame, if you knew how alike you
both are. Al ways concerned about
what people will think.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - MEETI NG ROOM - DAY

At a round table sits Grassi, Tommaso, Bell arm no and
Crenoni ni .

GRASSI
So, after neticulous review of the
evi dence submtted by Galileo
Galilei, are we agreed on our
recommendation to the Pope?

BELLARM NO
Yea.

TOMVASO
Yea.

Al'l eyes | ook to Crenonini.

CREMONI NI
| abst ain.

GRASS|
Dean Crenonini ?

CREMONI NI
I cannot endorse this statenent,
but choose not to object with this
commttee's majority.

| NT. VATI CAN CORRI DOR - DAY
Galileo stands waiting in front of the door to the Papal
chanbers. Bellarm no enters and cl oses the door behind him

Turning to Galileo, he gives a stiff smle.

BELLARM NO
Let's wal k.
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wor ds.

BELLARM NO ( CONT' D)
The Pope has issued a Bull on the
subj ect of your research

GALI LEO
Yes, Cardinal Bellarm no?

BELLARM NO
It sinply states this: The
doctrine of double notion of the
Earth about its axis and about the
sun is false, and contrary to Holy
Scripture.

Galileo stops, the words sink in.

GALI LEO
But . ..
BELLARM NO
There's nothing terrible here.
GALI LEO
No?
BELLARM NO

No. You may continue your work and
observati on.

GALI LEO
I may?

BELLARM NO
Certainly. Pope Paul understands
your intentions are... genuine.

But, you nmust not make rash
st at ement s.

GALI LEO
Regar di ng notion?

BELLARM NO
Exactly. Then, you'll be fine.

Bellarmi no pats Galileo on the back and | eaves him
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EXT. ROME - CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO BRI DGE- DAY

Galileo and Crenonini wal k across the bridge of white marble
adorned with both pedestall ed STATUES OF W NGED ANGELS and

t he HEADS of executed crimnals on spears. The om nous
Castle of Saint Angelo fills the b.g.

CREMONI NI
This Pope rules with an iron fist.
W have few malingerers and no
vocal mal contents.

GALI LEO
He saw with his own eyes.

CREMONI NI
Bel | armi no has set your warning in
a record. This docunent is not

necessarily your eneny. It states
strictly, you may not advocate
notion. ..

GALI LEO

So, what am | left?

Unnoticed by Galileo and Crenponini as they pass, Scaglia
turns to watch themfromhis position facing the river.

CREMONI NI
...only the notion of the Earth
around the sun, would not be
allowed. It would protect you from
di scussi ons invol ving other notion.
Jupiter and its satellites appear
to be acceptable. What about
Maf f eo? He has influence with
Cosi no de' Medici and they can grant
approval to publish.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - ACQUAVI VA' S CHAMBER - DAY

G assi, Bellarm no, Tonmaso stand and speak to Acquavi va who
is behind a partition.

ACQUAVI VA (O. S.)
The Pope sees through Galileo's
fal sehoods, does he not?

GRASS|
That woul d be accurate, but is it
enough?!
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ACQUAVI VA' S TABLE - PLATE OF FOCD

ACQUAVI VA (0O. S.)
Tactically, the damm Pope nay have
left Galileo some |atitude.

BELLARM NO (O. S.)
We coul d di scourage Galil eo.

Acquavi va's emaci ated hand holds a forkful of food lifted to
his unseen face. A nonent |ater, he spits it all out,
coughi ng.

ACQUAVI VA (0. S.)
How?

GRASSI, BELLARM NO & TOWVASO

GRASSI
Wth Bruno. We would let it be
known that heresy, even in the
gui se of science, will not be
t ol er at ed.

ACQUAVI VA (0O. S.)
And, if Galileo chooses to speak
out again regardl ess?

TOVMASO
That woul d be nost grievous, Father
General Acquavi va.

BELLARM NO
W1l you acconpany us to petition
for the Pope's bl essing?

ACQUAVI VA (0. S.)

No, | have nuch inportant business
here. But, | will correspond with
t he Pope.

The tray of food flies frombehind the partition and crashes
against the wall. Tommso is shocked. Bellarmno smles.
G assi doesn't react.

GRASSI
Thank you, Father Ceneral, good
day.
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EXT. ROME - CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO BRI DGE - NI GHT

Bruno, badly beaten, tortured and hog-tied, is |ed across the
bridge by a rope around his neck. A hooded BELLARM NO

hol ding a crucifix out stretched, pulls Bruno's |eash tight
over his shoul der.

The bridge is lined with CITI ZENS of Ronme, whose faces show
t he di sgust and protest against the Church that they dare not
vocal i ze.

EXT. ROME - NEW CHURCH PLAZA - N GHT

Title: "Plaza of the New Church, Rone"

Hooded as the executioner, Bellarm no approaches Bruno, tied
to the stake to be burned.

BELLARM NO
Brot her Bruno, you have recanted
all. The Earth does not nove.
BRUNO
No, it does not.
BELLARM NO
It does not circle the sun.
BRUNO
| recant.
BELLARM NO

The stars are not suns.

BRUNO
They are not.

BELLARM NO
And, Brother Bruno, the Universe is
not infinite.

BRUNO
It is... infinite. God s Kingdom
isinfinite!l Blessed be the

infinite.

Bel | arm no renoves his mask, |ooks Bruno in the eyes, and
torches Bruno's clothes to flane.
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BRUNO ( CONT' D)
The Lord, ny God, knows no end.
There is no beginning, there is no
end. Blessed be the Lord CGod's
infinite kingdom of heaven..

I NT. FLORENCE - DE' MEDI CI PALACE - BANQUET ROOM - NI GHT

DI STI NGUI SHED GUESTS gat her including: Cosinp's ol der sister,
t he DUCHESS, an ancient 60, her voice is shrill, with dress
and make-up to match. And, G ovanni, now 40 and over weight,
still shadowed by his aging G eat Dane.

COSI MO de' Medici, 50, the thin, nustached, ruler of Tuscany,
rai ses his goblet to his guest of honor, Galileo, now 54, who
sits by his side.

COsl MO
Let us drink to Galileo Galilei, in
honor of his first publication "The

Assayer." Sal ut el
ALL
Sal ut e!
CGsI MO

Let us raise our spirits again, to
t he new y- appoi nted chi ef
astrononer and mat hemati ci an of the
House de' Medici ...

Gasps of surprise fromthe Guests.
CCSI MO ( CONT' D)

Galileo Galilei, Tuscany's son has
proudly come honme! Sal ute!

ALL
Sal ut e!
Galil eo stands.
GALI LEO
Your Excellency, | am nost honored

and graciously accept the position
once held by ny dear teacher,
Professor Ostilio. Let us drink to
his menory!

ALL
Sal ut e!
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Al'l AD LI B happy, animated conversation. SERVANTS enter with
food. G ovanni's boom ng voi ce breaks through.

G OVANN
I"d like to propose another toast.
To the Church... on the occasi on of
t he execution of Bruno G ordano for
her esy.

Galileo is disturbed, but recovers.

DUCHESS
Yes, to the everlasting Iight and
sal vation. W understand Bruno
recanted all, except the fallacy of
an infinite universe.

G OVANN
Signor Galileo, please, allow us to
gain your insight into this
guestion. The Church teaches us,
its believers, that the kingdom of
God is finite. What do you say?

G ovanni's Great Dane bounds up onto the table in front of
Galileo, snarling.

G OVANNI ( CONT' D)
Down, boy.

The Great Dane gives Galileo a |ast | ook and junps down.

GALI LEO
Prince G ovanni, | nust confess...
that is purely a theol ogical

guesti on.

I NT. VATICAN - I NQUI SI TION TRI AL CHAMBERS - DAY
Title: "lInquisitional Tribunal, Rone, 1616"

The Duchess, overly dressed for the occasion, conmes forward
to testify in a streamof sunlight froma high, narrow
wi ndow.

DUCHESS
(Ani mat ed.)

He's forever going on about the
pl anets circling the sun. He
conpares themto the noons he
clainms circle Jupiter. And, his
spygl ass!

( MORE)
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DUCHESS( cont ' d)

Wiy, for all we know the inages he
sees are painted! The man is

Sat ani ¢, and he has ny brot her,
Cosi mo, the nost powerful of the
Pope's kings, in his pocket. Wy,
I"'mafraid to be near him..

BELLARM NO
The "he" you speak of is Glileo?
DUCHESS
(Coos.)

O course, Cardinal Bellarm no.
(Ani mat ed again.)

And when | asked him Galil eo, that

is, if he thought the universe was

infinite, he said, "Definitely,

Definitely!"

I NT. VATICAN - I NQUI SITION TRI AL CHAMBERS - N GHT

Galileo cones forward to testify in a streamof sunlight from
a high, narrow wi ndow. He speaks into the darkened recess.

BELLARM NO
Have you di scussed notion with
Grand Duke Cosino de' Medici?

GALI LEO
Only in theory, Cardinal
Bel | ar m no.

TOVMASO
Are you suggesting in your work,
The Assayer, that Jupiter's
satellites are a nodel for the sun
and pl anets?

GALI LEO
No, Cardinal Tonmaso. Have you
cone to that conclusion?

TOVMVASO
Certainly not!

BELLARM NO
Not at all!



88.

MAFFEO
I think Galileo has answered our
guestions and understands the
agreenment with the Church he is

held to. |Is that a true statenent
Gl il eo?
GALI LEO
Yes, clearly, Maf... Cardinal
Bar bar i ni

EXT. FLORENCE - DE' MEDI CI PALACE - STREET - DAY

Galileo steps fromthe palace to a horse-drawn carri age as
the driver |oads his bags. He |ooks back at the pal ace,
resi gned, and sees:

THE DUCHESS & G OVANNI

Smling down on himfroma w ndow above.

GALI LEO

G ovanni's Great Dane bounds toward hi m barking and ready to
attack. Galileo stares the dog dowmn. The G eat Dane
retreats, whinpering. Galileo | aughs, |ooks back up to the
wi ndow at the Duchess and G ovanni, smles. Before clinbing
into the carriage, he bites his thunb toward the w ndow,
giving the ultimte sign of disrespect.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - ACQUAVI VA'S CHAMBERS - NI GHT

Scaglia opens the door. Dressed in the brown robes of a
common nonk, Pope Paul enters the chanber and pulls down the
hood that has hidden his face. The Pope does not hide his
anger.

Acquavi va, now 55, has devel oped the over-sensitive twitch of
paranoi a. He stands before the Pope inpatiently.

ACQUAVI VA
| understand you have offered safe
passage to the traitor, Father de
Dom ni s.

POPE PAUL
CGod forgives all sinners...
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ACQUAVI VA
... who repent.

POPE PAUL
I cone to you and you begin the
conver sation

ACQUAVI VA
At the sane tine, Paul o Scarpi
remai ns unpuni shed for his History
of the Council of Trent.

POPE PAUL
You don't consider an attack on his
[ife punishnent?

ACQUAVI VA
Your Holiness, this lack of action
weakens us when we are on the verge
of a crusade to regain..

POPE PAUL
Fat her General Acquaviva, crusades
have al ways been waged at great
cost and with little effect. You
executed Bruno w thout my approval.

ACQUAVI VA
We are prepared for war. W are
politically aligned for war. W
can win back the | ost souls.

POPE PAUL
You nean the | ost [ands. No.
Don't change the subject.

Acquavi va turns and di sm sses the Pope with a wave of his
hand.

POPE PAUL ( CONT' D)

Don't you dare dismiss nel | am
not your supplicant! Father
General, let's be very clear. Wen

I do not respond to your m ssives
and witten reports, it neans |
need time to review the matter. It
does not inply nmy consent to
proceed as you damn wel | please.
You serve at ny pleasure and you
stray fromny w shes at your peril

ACQUAVI VA
Your pardon, Holiness.
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POPE PAUL
Further, this exclusive possession
your Order believes it has on
matters of science and theol ogy,
t hese doctrines are in need of ny
revi ew.

ACQUAVI VA
May | ask why?

POPE PAUL
No.

Acquavi va keeps trying to turn away, but the Pope forces eye
cont act .

POPE PAUL ( CONT' D)
Al so, we nust do sonething about
the title of your Order.

ACQUAVI VA
The title?

POPE PAUL
Yes, the nane Order of the Jesuits,
Soci ety of Jesus, it is deneaning
to the Holy Savior, don't you
t hi nk?

ACQUAVI VA
I think not. What would you have
be the name of the Order that wants
not hi ng nore than the pronul gation
of Hs faith?

POPE PAUL
| believe a nane after your
founder, Ignatius of Loyola, would
be nore respectful.

ACQUAVI VA
As?
POPE PAUL
Ignatine Order. Yes. Ignatine

Order. Much nore self-effacing.
Have it changed.

ACQUAVI VA
W will... pray on it, Your
Hol i ness. N ne days of prayer are
appropri ate.
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Pope Paul turns to | eave, disgusted. Scaglia opens the door
for the Pope.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL BED CHAMBERS - N GHT

Pope Paul tosses in his sleep and opens his eyes to find...

SCAGLI A
Sm ling down on him

SCAGLI A
It is the ninth day, dear Pope.

Scaglia covers Pope Paul's face with a pillow Pope Pau
struggl es for breath beneath

SCAGLI A
This is the answer to the prayers
of the Jesuits. Father Cenera
Acquavi va prefers to keep the nane
Soci ety of Jesus.

EXT. GALILEO S HOVE - STREET - DAY

Galileo steps froma carriage, finely dressed and groonmed. He
pays the driver who delivers his bags and goes to the door of
hi s house.

I NT. GALILEO S HOVE - LI VI NG CHAMBER - DAY
Galileo enters.

Maria, cooking at the fireplace, turns to see Galil eo.

GALI LEO
My | ove.

He noves towards her. She puts up her hand.

MARI A
Have you cone to marry nme and take
me to Florence with you?

He hesitates. He's | ost.
GALI LEO

I've been dism ssed by the House of
de' Medi ci and. .



92.

Mari a begins a barrage with the spoon in her hand and
continues throwi ng every household utensil she can find.

MARI A
Get out! You Bastard! Get out!

EXT. GALILEO S HOVE - STREET - DAY

Galileo exits, slanm ng the door against Maria's projectiles.

EXT. VEN CE - CGRAND CANAL - SAINT MARK' S SQUARE - NI GHT

Galileo steps off the gondola into a nightmare. The few
torches lit cast a gloony light. The square in front of
Saint Mark's is a norgue, hundreds of bodies in long |lines.
PRI ESTS gi ving scores of DEAD their last rites. WORKERS
spreading linme on the corpses. GONDCOLAS bring nore BCDI ES.

I NT. DUCAL PALACE - HALL OF THE COLLEGE - DAY

The Doge addresses Galileo froma dark w ndow as he | ooks out
on his dark city.

DOGE
The Jesuits are back. The citizens
bel i eve the propaganda they spread.
Haven't you heard? This plague was
cast on the city because the

Jesuits were expelled. It's a
wonder | haven't been assassi nated
by sone zealot. | have nothing for

you, Galileo, unless you have a
cure for the plague.

I NT. PAULO SCARPI'S CHAMBERS - NI GHT

Galileo finds Paulo dead in his bed, a smle on his face.
Galileo goes to touch his scarred tenple, but stops his hand
above Paul 0's face.

I NT. TAVERNA - N GHAT

Glileo enters. The taverna i s now an abandoned shell. He
sits down where he once sat with Paulo and first saw Mari a.
He | ays his head in his arnms on the table. A madman SCREAMS
as he runs by outside. Galileo doesn't react.
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EXT. H LLTOP - DAY

In the norning mst, Galileo at his tel escope ains his
t el escope at the surroundi ng countryside.

Through the tel escope he sees:

A TOMWN - SHUTTERED

A HOUSE - ON FI RE

A STREET - LITTERED W TH DEAD BQODI ES
Bei ng ni bbl ed on by rats.

MARI A (V. Q)
Dearest Galileo. After twenty-
three years and three children by
you, I amfinally to be wed. You
can't imagi ne nmy happi ness.
G ovanni Bartoluzzi is a nice man
and we're going to invite all of
Padua, except you, you bastard. |
hope both you and your nother
contract the Plague. By the way,
bot h your daughters have taken
their vows at the Monastery of San
Matteo. | hope you approve. |
will do what | can to keep your
son, Vincenzo, away from your
influence. Al ny |ove, Mria.

VENI CE - GRAY AND STI LL

Several buildings on fire.

THE SUN

The orange gl obe's first appearance over the Adriatic Sea.
continues to rise through the norning mst.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
To ny kindred spirit, Rene
Descartes. Dear Rene, w thout you,
| would be isolated in a world that
cannot understand what | have seen.
( MORE)

It
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GALI LEQ( cont ' d)

I cannot help but | ook into the sun
as | am w t nessi ng phenonena as yet
to be explained. Black areas,
novi ng spots. Dare | conclude that
the sun is spinning?

GALI LEO

Takes his burning eye off the tel escope | ens and squeezes it
shut in pain, then returns to | ook at the sun again.

I NT. VATI CAN CORRI DOR - DAY

Tomaso, Grassi and Bellarmno walk foll owing a | arge group
of other Cardinals into a neeting room

BELLARM NO
| should be made Pope. |'m adored
by the followers

GRASSI
Wth deepest respect, that's only
because they don't know you,
Cardi nal Bel | arm no.

TOWASO
He's right, Cardinal Gassi, he
shoul d be Pope. W need a Pope who
will keep this church whol e!

BELLARM NO
If not nme, who?

Grassi stops and produces a letter. Bellarm no and Tonmaso
devour the contents as they wal k.

GRASSI
There are sixteen Cardinals
i ndi sposed by malaria. A split
vote and that buffoon, Maffeo, is
Pope. W have orders fromthe
Fat her General .

Grassi strides ahead.
TOWASO
(To Bellarmno.)
VWhat does that hermt General know?

BELLARM NO
When |I' m Pope, he'll be el ated.
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EXT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF THE CARDI NALS - ROOF - DAY

Wi te snoke rises fromthe chi mey.

STREET BELOW

Di si nterested ROVAN CI TI ZENS gl ance up, shake their heads and
nove on.

I NT. VATI CAN - CONCLAVE OF THE CARDI NALS - DOORWAY - DAY
G assi bursts through the door, one angry man.

Next, Cardinal Maffeo exits in a stately manner bl essing the
ot her Cardinals that have cone to congratulate him

Last, Bellarm no and Tommaso exit, enbarrassed and ashaned.

I NT. BELLARM NO S BED CHAMBER - N GHT

Bell armi no tosses in his sleep and opens his eyes to find...

SCAGLI A
Sm ling down on him

BELLARM NO
No!  No!

SCAGLI A
The Father General was el at ed.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - CARRI AGE - NI GHT

Galileo riding atop. He | ooks out into the night, smling.
He cannot hel p but open and read a letter, repeatedly.

CREMONINI (V. Q)
Galil eo, have you cast your own
horoscope as of late? After the
nmysterious death of Pope Paul, your
friend, Maffeo, has been el evated,
he has taken the nane Pope Urban.
The agi ng Cardi nal Bellarm no
recently departed of natura
causes.

( MORE)
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CREMONI NI ( cont ' d)

Best of all, | have at |ong | ast
secured the Holy O fice's approval
of your magnificent work, Starry
Messenger. Pope Urban and Rome
await your arrival.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL RECEPTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

Tommaso and Grassi are allowed to enter and hear Maffeo, now
POPE URBAN, SING NG along with the VO CES of two Boys, his
nephews: Cardinal BASILIO, 7, and Cardi nal ROBERTO, 10.
Cardi nal FRANCESCO, 19, is a playful older cousin to the two
child Cardinals. Al three wear red vestnents.

Pope Urban ends the song, exhaust ed.

POPE URBAN
No nore! No nore! Now, we have
prepared a banquet in honor of your
Ordi nati ons.
( Seei ng Tonmmaso and

G assi .)
Yes, Cardinals, yes! W have sone
chores?
GRASSI
I ndeed, Your Hol i ness.
(Pause.)
Cost unes?
POPE URBAN

No!  No! Let ne introduce ny
brother's sons, Cardinals Basilio
and Antonio. And, ny brother-in-
| aw, Cardi nal Francesco. Your
newest peers.

BASI LI O
Can | see ny Mama now?

POPE URBAN
Yes! Yes! CQur parents are al
going to join us! Now, be good
Cardi nal s and run al ong!

Basilio and Roberto screamw th joy and run off.

FRANCESCO
May | stay?

POPE URBAN
Way certainly, Francesco.
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Grassi and Tommaso size up Francesco, who does the sane to
t hem

POPE URBAN ( CONT' D)
They were ordai ned this norning.
OCh! | was nost distressed to hear
of the untinely death of your
Cardi nal Bel |l arm no!

GRASSI
Congratul ati ons, Your Holiness.

TOMVASO
And, we gratefully accept your
condol ences.

POPE URBAN

Yes! |t was a nost tedious task
finding all three open positions.
But, | couldn't do for one and not
anot her. Dear, dear, not.

(Pause.)
So, why are we here? | have a
party to attend.

GRASSI
It is protocol for Your Holiness to
review the activities and plans of
t he Soci ety of Jesus.

POPE URBAN
We nmust support France in her
battles to regain what Luther

pl under ed.
TOWASO
At your word, Your Holiness, we are
at war.
POPE URBAN
Excel l ent. What about heresy?
Still rooting it out, | hope?
GRASSI
Both near and far.
POPE URBAN
Carry on! In God' s nane, carry on

Pope Urban scurries off.
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EXT. ROME - VIA DI CONCI LI AZI ONE - DAY

Title: "Rome, Reconciliation Way, 1625"

Wth the Castle Saint Angelo in the b.g., Galileo rides atop
a magni ficent horse-drawn carriage. He is showered with

flowers and flower petals. Brightly-colored pageant banners
fly at his side. He waves and throws kisses to...

AN OVERWHELM NG CROWD OF ROVANS

Wio fill the street and | ean out of w ndows CHEERI NG Many
wave copies of Galileo' s book "STARRY MESSENGER. "
CROND
Bravo, Starry Messenger! Bravo,

Gl il eo!

GALI LEO S POV - THE VATI CAN

The (bel i sk, now centered in the square before Saint Peter's.

SAI NT PETER S SQUARE

Crowded wi th Romans cheering Galil eo.

STEP OF SAINT PETER S

Galileo nounting the steps to...

POPE URBAN ( MAFFEO)

Who waits for himw th out stretched arns.

TOMVASO AND GRASSI

G udgi ngly appl audi ng, we see a plan behind their smles.

POPE URBAN AND GALI LEO
Enbrace and a ROAR goes up fromthe Crowd.
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I NT. SANT' ANGELO TORTURE CHAMBER - DAY

De Domnis is westled in by two Deacons.

DE DOM NI S
But, the Pope, the Pope has given
me speci al dispensation. | was
forgiven. | was forgiven.

Scaglia cones forward to De Dom nis.

SCAGLI A
The | ate Pope, he gave you, Father
De Dom nis. But under the new
Pope, we pay you back for the book
on Trent.

EXT. VATICAN - TONER OF THE W NDS - DAY

Maf feo and Galileo enjoy a nonent alone. A sharp line of
sunl i ght penetrates through a hole in the ceiling and | ands
at Galileo' s feet.

POPE URBAN
This is, perhaps, the nost holy
pl ace of the Reformed Church. It
was here, | understand, that Pope
Gregory and O avius began what we
conti nue today. They changed the
cal endar to reflect the truth.

GALI LEO
| knew Cl avius, he was a ki nd nan.
Pope Urban, is it tine again?

POPE URBAN
Time for?
GALI LEO
As | was honored on the street
cal l ed Reconciliation, | wondered,

woul d nmy good friend and | ear ned
superior allow for another
reconciliation, between tradition
and know edge?

POPE URBAN
Ch, that | could understand. That
t he whol e worl d coul d under st and
what you know, Galil eo.

( MORE)
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POPE URBAN( cont ' d)

But we nust proceed carefully, in
God's nane. Yes! Yes, Glileo! It
will soon be tine.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - CORRI DOR - DAY

Scaglia carries a tray of food and knocks on Acquaviva's
chanber door. Acquaviva opens the door cautiously, his eyes
now wi de, hollow, insane. He takes the tray. He SN FFS t he
food warily.

ACQUAVI VA
Has it been tasted?

SCAGLI A
O course.

ACQUAVI VA

Don't lie to ne!
Acquavi va picks up a norsel of food and brings it to his

mouth. H's hand SHAKES with fear. He cannot eat. He | ooks
at Scaglia, then the tray again.

ACQUAVI VA ( CONT' D)
Leave ne.
I NT. HOSPI TAL - WARD - NI GHT
Crenoni ni making his rounds, Galileo at his side.
CREMONI NI

You're certain the Pope has given
hi s approval ?

GALI LEO
Wt hout question. But he said it
nmust be done carefully. | want the

Holy Office involved every step of
the way. That's why | need you,
Doct or.

CREMONI NI
I'd be honored.

GALI LEO
This is crucial. The Holy Ofice
is the only conduit to the Pope.
You nust get accurate information
on the Pope's reaction to every
sentence, to every word.
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CREMONI NI
| understand. May God be with you

Galil eo wal ks away.

GALI LEO
Thank you.
(Turni ng back.)
Real | y, Doctor, you nust do
somet hi ng about the odor in here.

CREMONI NI
Well, yes. And, also, dear pupil
| believe you re dead wong about
conets.

GALI LEO
You m ght be right, again.

CREMONI NI
| am Little bastard.

| NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL MEETI NG CHAMBER - NI GHT
Title: "The Vatican, 1630"

Pope Urban sits at a large table, he is besieged by G assi on
one side, Tommaso on the left. In the b.g. are the w ndows
| ooki ng out on Saint Peter's Square.

POPE URBAN
| don't want conplexities, they...
t hey nuddl e nmy thoughts. Tell ne

sinply.

GRASSI
Germany. W nust nove agai nst the
Lut heran stronghol ds there swiftly.

TOVIVASO
O this war could | ast another ten
years.

POPE URBAN
Twenty years! | can't bear the

t hought. Cardinal G assi, what
does Fat her Ceneral Acquaviva
t hi nk? Wiy is he not here?
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He... he sent us. He is seeing to
t he mundane busi ness of the Church
to | eave you free for spiritua
concerns.

POPE URBAN
Oh, yes, of course.

TOVMASO
Your Holiness, the College has
conpleted its exam nation of
Galileo' s last work, the Starry
Messenger .

POPE URBAN
Vwonderful, wasn't it? Well, at
| east what | understood of it.

TOMVASO
Yes, mainly. But, there is a smal
portion that... well, | won't

bot her you with it.

POPE URBAN
Galileo is ny friend, tell ne.

TOMVASO
One section is a direct assault on
t he doctrine of the Holy Euchari st,
I''m afraid.

GRASSI

This can't be ignored.
POPE URBAN

Let himknow, he will make amends.
TOVMASO

Very well. W understand he's

begun a new work, wth your
approval .

POPE URBAN
Vll, if | inspired him And | do.
GRASSI
But he's still under Papa
directive to avoid "notion," is he
not ?
POPE URBAN

vell. ..

102.
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TOMVASO
You see notion, here is where we
have troubles. Jesuit science
agrees with what is in the Bible,

but this... this can never.

POPE URBAN
Vell... you will review his work
carefully before you bring it to
ne.

GRASSI

An excel | ent suggesti on.

EXT. H LLTOP - N GAT

Galileo at his telescope, a smle on his face.

VENUS
A crescent waxing full and then waning as woul d the noon.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
To ny conpatriot, Rene Descartes.
I now hol d indi sputabl e evidence
that the planets, including Earth,
are circling the sun as Copernicus
t heori zed so many years ago. Venus
waxes and wanes as does our noon.
Proof beyond doubt that it circles
the sun. Rene, we are all turning
and circling the sun.

I NT. CASTLE SANI T ANGELO PRI SON - STAI RMAY - NI GHT
G assi watches as the Deacons toss De Dom nis down the | ong,
steep flight of stones.

BOTTOM OF STAI RS

DEACON
He's dead.

GRASSI
Burn hi manyway. He's bl eeding and
t he Church abhors bl oodshed.
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I NT. VATI CAN CORRI DOR - DAY
Bat hed in sunlight, hushed in opul ence and priceless art.

Dressed like twins, in black robes and wi de-brimed hats, two
clerics: Sinplicio and Sagredo wal k toget her.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
Dear Rene, Pope Urban, ny friend
Maf f eo, is nobst encouraging. |
will finally present the Copernican
System that | have no doubt is
correct, for all to see. To do
this, I have created two
characters: Sinplicio, an
Aristotelian, who is a bit of a
buf f oon, and Sagredo, an open-
m nded Veneti an.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL RECEPTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

A soft KNOCK on the great doors before himpronpts Pope U ban
to mark the Bible he reads. The Pope watches as Sagredo and
Sinplicio enter, pay their respects to him and retreat
several steps to commence their duties: MODELS of the
Aristotelian Universe and the Copernican Systemat their

si des.

GALI LEO (V. Q)
In the course of their dial ogue
they will debate both sides. |

wi Il draw no concl usi ons. I will
| eave the rest to learned nmnds to
deci de.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - CORRI DOR - ACQUAVI VA'S DOOR - DAY
G assi and Tonmmaso tal k to Acquaviva through the door.

GRASSI
Thank you for your good council,
Fat her General .

TOVMASO
We were so pleased you could see us
t oday.

ACQUAVI VA (O S.)
Report.
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GRASSI
The war continues. CQur allies gain
a principality and then | ose two.

TOVMASO
The pl ague nears, Father General,
what shoul d be said? What should
be done?

ACQUAVI VA (0O. S.)
The Lord God can be vengeful. W
are not doing all we can,
Cardinals. W are not.
(Scream ng.)
End the heresy!

Acquavi va pounds on the door.
ACQUAVI VA (O S.) (CONT' D)
Good God, end the heresy!
(Crying in pain.)

End the heresy, before it ends us

all!
I NT. VATICAN - HOLY OFFI CE - ARCHI VES - N GHT
Grassi, by lantern light, opens GALILEO S FOLI O and renpbves a
PARCHVMENT DOCUMENT t hat bears Bellarm no's signature. G assi
then sets the parchnent afire with the lantern
I NT. VATICAN - HOLY OFFI CE - DAY
Crenoni ni hands over manuscript pages of Galileo' s "D ALOGUE
CONCERNI NG THE TWO CHI EF WORLD- SYSTEMS, " to Tonmmaso.
TOVMASO
Mar ki ng sections of the Galileo manuscript, and handing the
pages off to...

GRASSI

Who snil es.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL RECEPTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

G assi enters to find Pope Urban being fitted by THREE
TAILORS with the npbst ostentati ous of new vestnents.
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GRASSI
Reads Galileo's pages to Pope U ban.

GRASSI
"Merely taking care of us is
adequate work for God, you say?
Sagredo responds in exasperation.
We take too nmuch upon ourselves if
we believe that, Sinplicio. |
should not like to tie God' s hands
so, by saying that He has no ot her
cares to attend to than those of
t he human race al one.”

Grassi and Pope Urban | augh together. Pope Uban claps his
hands together like a child. The tailors find it inpossible
to do their work as the Pope never stops noving.

POPE URBAN
Excellent! He's not stated support
of notion?

GRASSI
No, certainly not, it's all
hypot heti cal, pure supposition.

POPE URBAN
Wonderful. | do so enjoy you
sorting through the good bits for
me, Father. |If | had to read it
all, I1"d be too tired for little
el se. Keep encouragi ng him
GRASSI
I will, Your Holiness.

I NT. VATICAN - HOLY OFFI CE - DAY

Tomaso applies the red wax seal of the Holy Ofice to a
letter.

I NT. FLORENCE - PRINTER S SHOP - DAY

A large operation with several presses. PRI NTERS wor ki ng
presses, setting type and bi ndi ng books.

A title page of a book is hung on a line to dry:
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TI TLE PAGE: "DI ALOGUE ON THE TWO CHI EF WORLD SYSTEMS'
Galil eo paces, holding the letter fromthe Holy Ofice.

GALI LEO
I've made every change they
request ed.

CREMONI NI
You have.

GALI LEO
You told ne you got nothing but
gl owi ng reports from Maffeo

CREMONI NI
It's true, but you cannot rel ease
this publication wthout...

GALI LEO
Per m ssi on.

Galileo thinks, then picks up a first version of the
"Dl ALOGUE. . . "

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Take this to Maffeo, directly to
t he Pope, he'll understand.

I NT. VATICAN - HOLY OFFI CE - DAY

Crenoni ni, holding the printed copy of "D ALOGUE..."
approaches Tonmmaso.

CREMONI NI
Cardi nal Tommaso, | would like to
give this to His Holiness directly,
at his friend, Galileo's, request.

TOMVASO
The Pope is very busy, Father
Crenonini. You may have to wait
days, nonths.

CREMONI NI
Pl ease. .

TOMVASO
Gve it tonme. |I'll make sure that

it gets to him
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Crenoni ni hands over the book.

EXT. FLORENCE - STREET - DAY

Galileo wal ks down the street, shrouded in a thick m st of
fog and snoke. He stops a PEASANT WOVAN passing in the
opposite direction and places a nedicine bag on a | eather
neckl ace over her head. She nakes the sign of the Cross and
hurries off.

A mule cart cones into view through the fog. Galileo gives
the DRI VER a nedicine bag. The cart, |oaded with bodies,
noves slowy on.

Galileo cones to a doorway of a shuttered home. He knocks on
the door hard with his fist, drapes a nedicine neckl ace over
the handle. And goes on to the next door.

The door behind opens a crack and a HAND t akes the neckl ace.

Brot her M chael, now 80, face full of buboes, staggers
through the fog toward Galileo. Galileo holds out a neckl ace
with both hands to put over his head.

M chael recognizes Galil eo.

M CHAEL
You, you are the reason for this.
This man gives curses! Defrocked!
He was defrocked! He conjures
Satan with his glasses! This man
gi ves curses! He sees Satan! He
sees Sat an!

EXT. H LLSIDE VIA - N GHT

Twilight. Galileo, whipping for speed, drives a nul e-drawn
cart up and away fromthe Gty of Florence, burning in the
b.g.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL MEETI NG CHAMBER - NI GHT

Pope Urban paces as Tommaso, Gassi and Francesco sit at the
neeting table.

FRANCESCO
We need bronze for nobre cannons,
Uncl e.
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TOWASO
W are bleeding the coffers dry.

FRANCESCO
There's plenty of bronze...

The others | ook to Francesco.

FRANCESCO ( CONT' D)
In the Pant heon.

GRASSI
We'd have nore riots. And that's
just the point. The popul ace is
confused, too nuch change too
quickly. And, I'mafraid, this...

Grassi puts Galileo' s published book "Dl ALOGUE..." on the
t abl e.

POPE URBAN
Cardi nal Grassi, you're confusing
me, again. \Wat does Galil eo have
to do with the war against the
Lut her ans?

TOVMASO
We couldn't tell until all the
parts were one, but... Galileo, he

advocat es noti on.

GRASSI
And, that's not the whole of it.
Your Holiness, when it's all read,
one thing is certain.

POPE URBAN
VWhat's that?

GRASSI
Sagredo, the smart one, is @Glil eo.
The fool, Sinplicio, is obviously

you.
POPE URBAN
What on Earth do you nean? Let ne
see that!
TOVMASO

The | anguage, it is your |anguage.
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GRASSI
The words, they are your words.
Are they not?

TOVMASO
Here, "I admt that Sagredo's
t houghts are ingenious. But | do
not consider themtrue or
convi nci ng. "

GRASSI
And here, "The further our
di scussi on goes, | nust confess,
t hat sonetines the nore confused
becone. "

TOVMASO
And, again, here, "I only search
for a sinple and ready
expl anation.”

POPE URBAN
They sound to be ny words.
(Pause.)
They are ny words.

TOVMASO
Who should the people follow the
teachings of the Church? O this
science of Galileo' s?

POPE URBAN
What do you nean? Wiy is that the
choi ce?

GRASSI

Your Holiness, you are absolutely
right! This is not about you
choosi ng between Glileo and the
Church. No, you must choose the
Church or the destruction of the
Church. There is no choice, Your
Hol i ness.

POPE URBAN
The further our discussion goes, |

nmust confess, that sonetines the
nmore confused | becone.

I NT. VATICAN - HOLY OFFICE - N GHT

Gal il eo approaches Tommmaso.
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GALI LEO
I have cone to see the Pope.

TOVMASO
Yes, we have been wondering what
has del ayed you. Tonmmaso wal ks him
out of the office.

I NT. VATI CAN CORRI DOR - CONTI NUQUS
Galileo and Tommaso wal k t oget her.

GALI LEO
Have you heard from Crenonini ?

TOVMASO
We have. This way.

I NT. VATICAN - I NQU SI TION TRI AL CHAMBERS - DAY
Title: "lInquisitional Tribunal, 1633"

Galileo, now 69, conmes forward to testify in a stream of
sunlight froma high, narrow wi ndow. He speaks to a concl ave
of TEN CARDI NALS, including Tommaso, Grassi, and Francesco.

TOMVASO
Do you know why you were ordered to
come to Rone?

GALI LEO
| assune the reason is to account
for the publication of ny recent
wor K.

TOVIVASO
Is this the book?

A deacon takes it to Galil eo.

GALI LEO
This is my book and all w thin.

TOWASO
Were you in Rone in the year 16167
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GALI LEO
| cane to Rone of nmy own accord. |
consulted with Pope Urban on the
proper hold of the Church with
regard to notion. | consulted with
several Cardinals.

TOVMASO
Were you notified of their
deci si on?

GALI LEO

I was. The Holy Congregation of
t he Index holds this opinion of
notion to be repugnant to Holy
Scripture. It is to be held only
as suppositional .

TOWASO
Your deposition here today and your
book are to be remanded to the Holy
Roman | nqui sition.

GRASSI
You will be held pending further
action. You have nine days to
prepare you defense.

GALI LEO
Excel | ent . I thank the Tribunal.

I NT. JESU T HEADQUARTERS - ACQUAVI VA'S CHAMBERS - NI GHT

The POUNDI NG of a ranrod at the door in conplete darkness.
The door caves in revealing Scaglia and his Deacons. Tonmmaso
and Grassi rush into the chanber holding lanterns to

illum nate the darkness. The floor and wall are covered with
rotting food. Cockroaches and rats scatter running fromthe
light. Gassi and Tommaso find Acquavi va dead, skin and
bones, lying in his bed.

I NT. VATICAN - I NQUI SITION TRI AL CHAMBERS - DAY

Galileo cones forward to testify in a streamof sunlight from
a high, narrow wi ndow. He speaks to the Inquisitional

Concl ave of Tommaso, Grassi, Francesco and the seven

addi tional Cardinals in attendance.
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GALI LEO
Let ne begin by saying this:
Ni chol as Coperni cus spent nore
years on the difficult study of the
pl anetary nmovenents than all of you
here have spent days!

TABLE OF CARDI NALS
A belligerent Galileo studies the comotion he has caused.

GALI LEO
Let me now explain to you why it
does not necessarily follow that
the sun is closer to the firnmament
t han the nmoon, unless we first
assune that the Earth is at the
center of all. 1In doing so |l wll
be pointing out the Church's
scientific error...

GRASSI AND TOWVASO

Exchange pl eased | ooks.

SHAFTS OF LI GHT

From the roonis wi ndows noves across the fl oor.

GALI LEO

GALI LEO
The opponents of Copernicus nmake
certain cal cul ati ons based on the
prem se that, although the Earth's
notion in its annual orbit produces
some curious and extrenely |arge
changes in the case of the planets,
it does not cause any simlar
effects in the case of the fixed
stars. ..

TABLE OF CARDI NALS

Trying to stay awake.
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Turn brilliant orange with the setting of the sun.

GALI LEO

GALI LEO
If you have foll owed what | have
said so far, then you wll
understand wi thout ny help the
fallacy that remains intact...

TABLE OF CARDI NALS

Most sl eeping, others drift with their own thoughts.

light candles in the darkening room

GALI LEO

I's the Copernican view in direct
opposition to the Holy Scriptures?
| don't believe this is the case
and | have never had any opinion or
intention but that held by the nobst
vener abl e Fathers and Doctors of

t he Church.

TOWASO (O . S.)
You were ordered by the late
Cardi nal Bellarmno not to publish
your views on notion.

GALI LEO
That is correct, but specific to
the notion of the Earth and sun.
In this, ny recent work, which was
conpletely reviewed by the Holy
Congregation of the Index...

TOWASO
And, no perm ssion to publish was
gr ant ed.

GALI LEO

I only present the case for each
side as supposition. There is a
docunment that relates to ny
injunction by the |ate Cardinal
Bel | arm no specifically stating..

The Cardinals | ook to each ot her.

114.

SERVANTS
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GRASSI
There is no docunent to that effect
of which the Holy O fice or this
Tri bunal is aware.

GALI LEO
But, there is!
(Looking to the Cardinals)
But, there is!

The Cardi nals are stone-faced.

I NT. CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO PRI SON - PASSAGEVWAY - DAY

Galileo, proud and self-confident, is escorted by Gassi and
two Deacons.

A Deacon unl ocks a doorway.

I NT. CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO PRI SON - TORTURE CHAMBER -
CONTI NUQUS

Galileo follows Grassi into the chanber. Galileo stops in
his tracks, but the Deacons push himforward for a close | ook
at. ..

CREMONI NI

Near|ly nude and harnessed to the rack. Crenonini's eye hangs
by the optical nerve. A foot and several fingers dangle dead
bel ow cl anps that cut their blood supply. His abdonen is cut
and several of his bowels are exposed. Gassi and the
Deacons | eave. @Glileo, who forces hinself to go to

Cr enoni ni .

GALI LEO
What have | done to you, dear
Doct or ?

CREMONI NI

I"mglad to see you. Hold on to
that which is dear to you, Glil eo.
Hol d on.

Galileo can only cry and nod.
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I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL MEETI NG CHAMBER - DAY

Grassi places docunents before Pope Urban, who | ooks up from
a stack of mail.

POPE URBAN
Look here, Gassi, a fine note from
Fat her De Domi ni s, thanking ne for
t he spl endi d accomodati ons.

GRASSI
De Dom nis was executed | ast nonth,
Your Hol i ness.

POPE URBAN
Myl What a polite man. Ch, well.
God rest his soul.

GRASSI
The Tribunal's report. Galileo is
to be condemed.

POPE URBAN

Did Tommaso cast ny horoscope?
GRASSI

Yes. This will be to your benefit,

Hol i ness.
POPE URBAN

And, if he abjures, Cardinal

Grassi, | want you to spare him
GRASSI

If those are your w shes, Holiness.
POPE URBAN

(Si ghing.)

He was a good friend.
Grassi takes the docunments and wal ks to | eave.

POPE URBAN ( CONT' D)
He will recant, will he not,
Cardi nal ?

Grassi, his back to Pope U ban, smles.

GRASSI
He is a hunbl e man, Your Hol i ness.
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I NT. CASTLE SAI NT ANGELO PRI SON - CELL - NI GHT

Virginia, now 33, dressed as a nun, is let in. Galileo
enbraces hi s daughter

VI RG NI A
Papa, you nmust listen to ne. |
have the Pope's word. Your life
will be spared...

GALI LEO
No, no..
VI RG NI A
. but you nust recant.
GALI LEO
No. You don't understand. | am
nothing if I recant. | would not

be your grandfather's son,
Virginia. This is everything |I've
been taught. M vow to God and
Man. W life...

VI RG NI A
It will jUSt be over. \Were does
tha | eav . everyt hing!

GALI LEO
You'd have ne lie, before ny God
and Church? | can show you God’s

creation. Wuld you have ne lie to
God's face? Wuld you have ne |ie?

VIRA NI A
Yes, Papa, yes. Christ Jesus
forgives all sinners.

GALI LEO
You ask too nuch of nme, ny child.
You ask too nuch.

I NT. VATICAN - I NQUI SITION TRI AL CHAMBERS - DAY

Galileo stands before the gathering of Cardinal |nquisitors,
i ncluding Grassi, Tommaso and Francesco.

H s boastful, determned attitude in full force.
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GALI LEO
I, Galileo, son of the |ate
Vincenzo Galilei, swear that | have
al ways believed all that the Holy
Cat hol i ¢ Church does teach

GRASSI

Wrking to hide his pleasure.

GALI LEO

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
I wote and published a book in
which I bring forward very
persuasi ve argunents that the sun
is at the center of the Universe
and that the Earth is not at the

center and that it noves. | have
been judged vehenently suspected of
her esy!

Galileo takes a long ook at the Inquisitors, and |lastly
fixes on G assi.

| NSERT:

EXT. FLORENCE - STREET - N GHT
Galileo, at 69, running, out of breath, turns a corner.
A hooded Executioner stops wal king and pulls off his hood.

Galileo turns the corner, just in time to see the Executioner
unmasked is G assi.

Galileo, frozen in his tracks, stares at G assi

BACK TO SCENE
GALI LEO (V. Q)
It's him He wants ne to... He
wants ne to...

The Cardinals stare at Galileo. Galileo pauses to think for
a long nonent, then slowy gets down on his knees.

The Inquisitor Cardinals' faces change fromstoic to curious.
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GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
(Aimed at Grassi.)
Therefore... wishing to renove from
the m nds of your Em nences and al
faithful Christians this vehenent
suspi ci on, reasonably conceived
against ne... | abjure...

GRASSI
Shocked, then |ivid.

GALI LEO

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
| abjure with a sincere heart and
unfeigned faith these errors and
her esi es.

Galileo ends, pleased with hinmself and satisfied. Antonio
and Tommaso exchange smles. Gassi angered can't believe
Galileo is out of his reach.

I NT. PARI'S - RENE DESCARTES' STUDY - DAY
Title: "Paris, Descartes' Study”

RENE DESCARTES, 37, |ong-haired, nustached, with a broad face
and | arge nose, wites at his desk. An ASSI STANT, a boy in
his teens, enters excitedly.

In FRENCH with English subtitles:
ASSI STANT
Monsi eur Descartes, we have word.
Gal il eo has been condemmed.

DESCARTES
Not because of notion?

ASSI STANT
Yes, specifically notion.

Descartes is in shock. He takes his manuscript "LE MONDE, "
and places it on a shelf.
LE MONDE MANUSCRI PT

Col l ects dust in Tl ME LAPSE.
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EXT. FLORENCE - GALILEO S COITAGE - DAY
Title: "Florence, House Arrest, 1641"
Nestled in the hills and qui et surroundi ngs.

John M LTON, 33, the young, but already fanous English
witer, clinbs the path to the doorway.

I NT. GALILEO S COTTAGE - WORKSHOP/ STUDY - DAY

Virginia shows MIton in to see her father, Galileo, now 77,
and conmpletely blind. Galileo, with a knowing snmle and a
happy disposition, tinkers with a brass clock, an open design
wi th exposed parts and gears.

VI RG NI A
Papa, your visitor is here.

GALI LEO
You would be M. MIlton

M LTON
Yes, sir, it's an honor.

GALI LEO
The honor is mne to neet the
noder n Dant e.

Virginia serves tea.

GALI LEO ( CONT' D)
Now, why have you cone to see the
crotchety old litigator?

Galileo funbles with the tea.

M LTON
May | assist you with that?

GALI LEO
You' re nost kind. Take good heed,
don't | ook at the Sun too |ong.

M LTON
| won't, sir.

Galileo waits.

M LTON ( CONT' D)
"Il get to the point.
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GALI LEO
Pl ease do.

M LTON
Do you regret abjuring?

GALI LEO
Everyone asks the same questi on.
Do | appear to have regrets?

M LTON
I have to say, no, but first |ooks
can be deceiving. | believe fear
can rip the mnd apart fromthe
soul .

GALI LEO
Most poetic. M. MIlton, | sense
only a confession will satisfy you

(Pause.)

At that nonment, before ny accusers,
there was but a single way to win.
It doesn't matter to ne whether you
or anyone ever understands. |1'I]
say this.
(Pause.)
I was, | am and | will forever be
God's soldier. Fromthe tine of ny
trial, a quiet, nore resourceful
soldier, but I've fought on.
(Pause.)
Good day, kind sir.

MIlton realizes his faux pau and retreats.

M LTON
Good day, sir.

Mlton |l eaves and Virginia re-enters.

VIRA NI A
Is everything all right, Papa?

GALI LEO
Just fine, ny dear.

Galileo gently pushes the pendul umon the cl ock.
VI RG NI A

It's a beautiful clock, but why the
pendul unf
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GALI LEO
A mnor innovation of mne, it wll
run nore accurately.

VIRG N A
But for how | ong?

GALI LEO
As long as there is a hand to tend
it... and the Earth noves.

PENDULUM CLOCK
GALI LEO (O S.)
(Pause.)
Wul d you take a letter to ny
friend, Rene.
VIRGANA (QS.)
Yes, Papa.
GALILEO S SM LE

EXT. H LLTOP - N GAT

Galileo, with his blind eyes, stands stretched back | ooking
up at the heavens.

STARRY SKY

EARTH

The beautiful blue Earth fromthe dark reaches of outer
space, the view of Earth known to Space- Age man.

JUPI TER

The giant planet circled by four noons, the realistic noons
of Jupiter known fromthe Galileo Spacecraft photos.

SATURN

And its beautiful rings.
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VENUS

A | um nous crescent.

MERCURY

A brilliant sojourner.

MARS

A red gl obe.

THE SUN

A huge, raging gaseous inferno.

THE SOLAR SYSTEM

From far beyond: The PLANETS circling the sun, the ASTERO D
BELT, and bl azi ng COMVETS.

THE M LKY WAY GALAXY

Its billions of spiraling stars.

I NT. VATI CAN - PAPAL RECEPTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

Pope John Paul |istens as the discussion between Sagredo and
Sinmplicio disintegrates into bickering.

SI MPLI CI O
This has been a conplete
fabrication!

SAGREDO
| took a little dramatic |iberty!

SI VPLI Cl O
Your Holiness, everything is
relative. We're the center of the
Universe if we want to be.

Pope John Paul | eaves, disgusted with both Sagredo and
Si mpl i ci o.
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SAGREDO
Do scientists confuse you with the
facts, Sinplicio?

They wrestle each other to the ground.

EXT. VATI CAN - SAINT PETER S SQUARE - DAY
A huge crowd gat her ed.
SAGREDO (V. Q)
When Maffeo, Pope Urban the Eighth,
died in 1644...
TERRACE - CARDI NAL FRANCESCO
FRANCESCO
The Pope has passed on, glory be to
God in the highest.
CROND
Shouting for joy, a wild cel ebrati on.
SAGREDO (V. Q)
...the citizens of Ronme danced in

cel ebration through the night.

SI MPLICI O
So?! Wiat’'s your point?!

Titl es:

"Galileo and Descartes went on to devel op the nodern
scientific nmethod."

"I'n 1992, Pope John Paul Il formally acknow edged the
Church's errors in the case of Galileo."

EXT. MOON - LUNAR LANDI NG MODULE - NI GHT - (STOCK)
NEI L ARMSTRONG i n space suit, stands on the |unar surface.
He drops a FEATHER and a BALL.

ENHANCED: FEATHER AND BALL

Hitting the lunar surface at the sanme tine.
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ARVSTRONG
The el ectroni c BEEP and ECHO of space conmuni cati ons.
ARVSTRONG
Galileo was right.
ASTRONAUTS
Junpi ng and pl ayi ng on the noon.
Title: "Recent polls continue to show that nearly half of al
Anericans do not know that the Earth circles the sun once a

year."

FADE TO BLACK



