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Session 14—Science documentaries 

Some questions to consider: 
 

1. What is or should be the goal of science-documentary y film-making and related 
forms of popular science communication? To entertain? To educate? To promote 
particular states of affairs? How should the effectiveness of such communication 
be evaluated? 

2. How interested is the public in knowing what’s known by science for purposes of self-
enrichment? Is there a segment of the public that finds knowing what’s known 
distinctively fulfilling? Is the interest of the public in knowing what’s known being 
served adequately by the available producers of science documentary programming 
and other materials?  

3. Are empirical means of inquiry being used effectively to promote effective science-
documentary film-making? Is there genuine “evidence-based” practice in the production 
of this form of science communication? If not, what would such practice look like?  
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