M

ontana ice climbers were gripped:

the Gallatin National Forest’s 2007 travel plan called for closing and gat-

ing the access road to Hyalite Canyon’s world-class ice climbing. The new plan was a drastic 180 from the
previous draft, which proposed plowing the road to the trailhead.  Would ice climbers lose access to their

favorite backyard alpine playground?
With leadership from the Southwestern Montana Climbing Coalition
(SMCC) board and the Access Fund, dedicated local climbers pooled their

resources and put their heads down. They had to work this out. Hyalite has
arguably the best access to high-quality vertical ice in the lower 48.
       Over the following three months,
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a group of climbers, led by SMCC board members Joe Josephson and Bill Dockins,
met with multiple user groups including backcountry skiers, local and federal government representatives, environmentalists and advocates of motorized access.
Together, they developed a coalition, and have since met with Rebecca Heath, the
regional Forest Supervisor. Heath, who had previously been hard-set in her plan of

gating the road, agreed to work with this coalition on a seasonal basis to determine when the road will be closed.
As a result of these recent efforts, the Forest Service proposed a new plan that acknowledges the unique non-motorized recreational assets of Hyalite and allows the community to be directly involved in the creation of a management
plan for the road during the winter season. This latest proposal includes a long-term goal of plowing at least ten out of
the 12 miles of the Hyalite road and will explore designation of Hyalite Canyon as a Public or National Recreation Area.
Currently, the SMCC is organizing the coalition to work with the Forest Service on development of road standards.
“Things are moving forward,” says Bill Dockins, SMCC board member. The statute of limitations for filing petitions for
judicial review of the travel management plan allows several years to work toward improved access for climbers so “as
long productive discussions aimed at solving the access issues are ongoing, and as long as the Forest Service is working
with us in good faith, we won’t file the appeal,” Dockins says. He says climbers would like to get a plan in place before
November of 2007.
This process of keeping and improving access to ice climbing in Hyalite is dependent on the support of the climbing community, both in the Bozeman area and nationally. Road improvement, plowing and recreational status, and
administrative and legal work will all depend on political and financial backing. Local fundraisers, outdoor stores and
national companies have all helped fund the process so far. The Access Fund and the Gallatin County and Bozeman City
Commissions have provided leadership and facilitated communication and negotiation.
By working together with diverse local and national user groups on Hyalite Canyon access, SMCC is also setting a
great example for how communities of the modern West can develop uncommon alliances to achieve common goals.
To find out more about Hyalite Canyon, Montana, go to www.hyalitecanyon.com
What can you do to keep Hyalite Canyon accessible to ice climbers? Write your Congressmen asking for support of the Montana delegation
and the efforts of their constituency to provide funding to keep the road open in winter. Visit the League of Conservation Voters’ website at
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1 (inset) When the road snows in your only option to ice climb is via the snow machine. (left) The late Alex Lowe and Vera Wong on the canyon’s most spectacular Winter Dance.
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Warning: Some aspects of mountaineering and related activities, including
but not limited to technical rock, ice, and snow climbing, are potentially
hazardous and dangerous. Any person using our equipment in any manner
is personally responsible for learning the proper techniques involved, and
assumes all risks and accepts full and complete responsibility for any and all
damages and injury of any kind, including death, which may result from the
use of any equipment purchased through this catalog. Books and catalogs
like this one can help, but they are no substitute for personal instruction by
a qualiﬁed person well versed in all appropriate safety techniques.
Limited Warranty: We warrant for one year from purchase date and only to
the original retail buyer (Buyer) that our products (Products) are free from defects in material and workmanship. If Buyer discovers a covered defect, Buyer
should deliver the Product to us at the address on the back cover. We will
replace such Product free of charge. That is the extent of our liability under
this Warranty and, upon expiration of the applicable warranty period, all such
liability shall terminate.
Warranty Exclusions: We do not warranty Products against normal wear and
tear, unauthorized modiﬁcations or alterations, improper use, improper maintenance, accident, misuse, negligence, damage, or if the Product is used for a
purpose for which it was not designed. This Warranty gives you speciﬁc rights,
and you may also have other rights which vary from state to state. Except for
expressly stated in this Warranty, we shall not be liable for direct, indirect,
incidental, or other types of damages arising out of, or resulting from the use
of Product. This Warranty is in lieu of all other warranties, express or implied,
including, but not limited to, implied warranties of merchantability or ﬁtness
for a particular purpose (some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of
incidental or consequential damages or allow limitations on the duration of an
implied warranty, so the above exclusions may not apply to you).
Black Diamond product patents: ABS – U.S. Patent No: 6,810,607
Cobra – U.S. Patent Nos: 5,425,176; 5,937,466; 5,996,235; 5,768,727
Fusion – U.S. Patent No: 6,944,955 Turbo Ice Screws – U.S. Patent Nos: 5,782,442
& 6,505,799 B1 Europe: 202 20 184.8 Turbo Express Ice Screws – U.S. Patent Nos:
5,782,442 & 6,505,799 B1 Germany: 298 01 041.0 Switzerland: 122/98 France:
9800618, 2 834 471-03 Viper – U.S. Patent Nos: 5,768,727 & 5,996,235

This catalog refers to the following registered trademarks: Gore-Tex with XCR
Product Technology® (W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.); Lycra® & Kevlar® (E.I. duPont de Nemours and Co.); Pittards® Armortan® (Pittards PLC); Polartec®
Power Stretch® & Polartec® Windbloc® (Malden Mills); PrimaLoft® (Albany
International Corporation); schoeller®-Dynamic® (Schoeller Textil AG) and
Velcro® (Velcro USA, Inc.). Black Diamond™, Black Diamond®, MicroAdjust™, BDry™, PickPocket™, Straitjacket™ and the
are registered trademarks of Black Diamond Equipment, Ltd.

Walking the Talk
Since our DNA  took root as Chouinard Equipment in 1957, we’ve
been supporting organizations and initiatives that are critical to the
survival of our sports. Moreover, we deeply care about the preservation of our natural world as the source of our own lifeblood.
Black Diamond lends a hand with more than just ﬁnancial support,
including consulting, employee volunteers, product and publicity in
an effort to ensure their existence far into the future.

The Access Fund
www.accessfund.org (303) 545-6772
American Alpine Club
www.americanalpineclub.org (303) 384-0110
American Mountain Guides Association (AMGA)
www.amga.com (303) 271-0984
The Conservation Alliance
www.conservationalliance.com (303) 262-3333
HERA Ovarian Cancer Climb for Life
www.herafoundation.org   (970) 948-7360
Mugs Stump Award
www.MugsStumpAward.com
Salt Lake City Climbers Alliance
www.saltlakeclimbers.org
The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA)
www.suwa.org (801) 486-3161
Utah Clean Energy
www.UtahCleanEnergy.org (801) 363-4046
Utah Nature Conservancy
www.nature.org/utah (801) 531-0999
Youth Outdoors Legacy Fund
www.yolf.org/utah (206) 713-1821

www.lcv.org to find the best way to contact your elected representatives.
Emily Stifler is a writer, climber and ski patroller based in Bozeman, Montana. Her articles have been in a variety of publications, including
Rock and Ice, Powder and Alpinist. This year she climbed her first El Cap route and got her first cubicle as an intern at Rock and Ice.

Check out a list of all the organizations we support, visit:
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