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• 

Only a new GAS range gives you all these cooking advantages 

• 

Shown : WESTERN HOllY 
a utomatic G ClS Range 
bui lt 10 " CP" standards. 

NO OTIIER RANGES IN THE WORLD combine so many cook ing 3lh'anlages! Tuday. 20 manu
fac turers in ,\ mcrica make Gas ranges bu ill 10 "CP" s tanll ll Hk The Wc~ t l' rn lI oll y Ga~ 

range shown here is j ust one of 0 0 1.('IlS of diffen 'nl moJ d$ now a~u i l a bl c f"r yuur "!\' cw 
Freedom Cos Ki tchen:' They're all super-modal! ... Thi s "e p" seal guarunll't's it ! 

J!!Stest 

and 

you'll do the cleanest cooking in your life on the 
easiest 

Look for the "CP" seal on the automatic gas ranges of WESn:UN 1-1 01.1. \' , HOPEI!. 

GAFFEIlS & SA TTLER, O ' KEEFE & M ERRI TT, WEDCEWOOD, T APPAN, MAGIC C m :F, 

UNIVERSAL, GLENWOOD, CA LORIC and others. 

10 ways easier for 

2. Instant high.speed - nothing cooks as Jast 
as GAS. 

3. Dozens of heats - not just a fe\\" 
4 . Removable parts - cas~ ·to-get·at. 
a. ~on.c1og bu rners - easy to clean. 
6. Inslant shut -ofT -:- no ','aste heat. 
7. Simmer b urners S3\' C "itamins and fuel! 
8 . Tai lored na me - no hcat los;; aro und pans. 
9. Smart. streamlined de~ig!l - ~ta~s smart. 

10. Sim ple. eas~ to use - no need to dHlnge 
your ('ooki ng h <lbib! 

10 ways better for 
baking and broiling 

1. Aut o m<lti (' dOl'k ('oll ir o l . . . cooks oven 
meal by itself ! 

2. Aulomat ic heat con l rol ... no gue~~ing. 
3. Air.c ircu l<lled o\'('n - Gas bakes en.'fliy. 
-t. Thr ift y roasti ng: - sa\'e~ up to 2lY'o on meat 

shrinkage. 
5. Exira insulat ion - ('oo ler kit('ht'Il:::1, 
6. :}lIIokeless broiler - eas ier 10 clt·tlll, 
7. C har , type broi l i nf! - a;; onl~ tht' '!uit· k, 

cie<lll Ga~ fla me n lll do it. 
8. O\'en and hroi ler li!!ht \, ithou t matd\e~. 

Bro iler needs no pre.'lwa ting. 
9. You ean bakf' and bro il :::1illlu lt allt· .... u"h. 

10. i\on ·;;ag f<lt'ks - 11 0 d :l llgt'l' \) ( ~ pi ll i n !; , 

range! 

SUl: Tl IEII'" t.: AI.I FOll;" 1 \ t.\:' I'I l ~ll '\" 

SOUTl1 EIL" COll i\ TlE:, ~\~ t.: tl ~ I\ ' .\'" 



THE 

WORLD 
Talk Ahout Us 

Landmark for Octob er 

OUR 1.ANDMAR K th is month dates 
back to that transition period in 
the history of thi s state when the 

territory- acquired from Mexi co was being 
assimilated into the United States. The 
crumbling walls seen in the co'-er pictu re 
are practicall y all that remains of a once 
important mil it ary post- the U.S. Army 
fort at Tejon, founded in 1854 in Grape
"inc Canyon on what is now known as the 
Ridge Route. Fori Tejon- the name is 
Spanish and means " badger"- was esta b
lished, oddly enough, not to protect 
Americans from Mexicans or while men 
from Indi ans, but to p rotect the Indians 
from the white men. In its heyday it was 
the largest milita ry estab lishmen t in this 
part of the state. 

The h istory of Fort Tejon, despite its 
earl y importance, is a brief one. The f irst 
troops to occupy the fort were members 
of Company A, First Dragoons. Later thi s 
organi7:ation was merged wi lh the Mounted 
Riflemen and Cavalry, becoming the First 
Cavalry Division, which WOIl distin ction 
in the recent war ' by bei ng the fi rst 
Ameri can outfit to enter Manila. Thus 
the fort is known as the " Birthplace of 
the First Cavalry." In J anuary_ ]857, the 
fort was badl y shaken by one of the 
severest earthquakes ever reco rded in 
Southern California. There was ta lk. that 
yea r of abandonin g the post. bu t building 
continued, and when it was actuall y 
abandoned in ]861 there were 16 build
ings on the si te not includi ng s tables a nd 
corrals. 

h was reoccup ied brie fly in 1863 by 
Californ ia Vo luntee rs who were organi7:ed 

A. R. MOORE 

We a re pleased to report several repl ies 
to our last month's question about how our 
readers liked Gas Pictorial. Said A. R. 
Moore (who enclosed a picture of him
self), " I look forward to delivery and 
read every article." Mrs. R. W. Otis said: 
" My husband and I think you have an 
excellent magazine." ''The Pictorial is 
O.K. by me," was B. H. Bissell 's com
men t. We woul d like to hear more. 

MAKING WAY for prog ress, wo rkmen recent ly had the job of lowe ring a big 
gas ma in w he re it c rossed the new S:lnta Ana - Los Angeles speedway now 
under construct ion . A trench 30 feet deep had to be excavated , and the pipe 
lowered into the trench. a task w hich took considerable sk ill in engineeri ng. 

to put (10\\ n a n Ind illll LJPTl:<1U~. Final 
aba ndon men I came in ] 861 a nd Ihe la nd 
rCI·crlcd 10 the Caslec Hunch 0\\ ned at tl1<lt 
lime by Samuel A. Bisho p. Bishop mack· a 
va lia nt bUl futil e effort to cs t abl i ~h Fo ri 
Tejon a~ the f;ca t or the lIew ly rormcd 
Kern CO Hnt y. In 1940 the Sla te of C'll i-

romia acq uired a cl t'eel to fi\'(' 'Iere·s \\ her(' 
IhL' fo rt \las loc-alt'tl. but a prior It'a:' t' 
ll1 akl'~ dc\·clopmcnl of the ~ih' a,:. a :\a· 
ti olla l :\Ionument 1I 1ll'{' I·tain . In ib pn'St'1I1 

IlIl rL'"tored and IInpllbliciz('d (·otl tl ititHl:'. 
tilt.' furl allnlct" ahout 1000 \i~ilt)r~ a 
monlh . 
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MAIN STREET OF PRESENT DAY VISALIA SHOW INC THE JOHNSON HOTEL IN THE FORECROUND, HOSTELRY FAMILIAR TO MANY CAS COM PANY VISITORS 

[ities of the Southland -2 

VISALIA (jatewa'l to tke ~');erraj 
San Joaquin Valley's oldest city has a colorful 
tumultuous past; a present of peace and prosperity 

:)

0 SEE the exceedingly peaceful and 
prosperous city that is Visal ia to· 
day, one finds it difficult to rea· 

lize that here was once the scene of a 
frontier life as tempestous as the most 
melodramatic Western movie. 

County seat of Tulare County, which 
ranks third in a\1 the nation in agricul. 
tural production, and headquarters city of 
our San Joaquin Valley Di vision, this 
oldest town of the San Joaquin Valley 
was once a rendezvous for such adven. 
turers as Kit Carson and Peg Leg Smith, 
The first sett lers were massacred hy the 
Indians and the leader, John Wood, 
skinned alive following a fi ght that found 
the one white man pitted against a thou. 
sand redskins. 

PAGE FO UR 

With the Kern River gold ru"h in the 
middle 50's came flouri shin g gamblin g 
dens, dance halls and sa loollS to enter· 
tain the transient populace of Visalia. 
Then followed the development of the 
ferti le Four Creeks Country from a vast, 
unfenced catt le range to the greatest wheat 
g rowing area in the United States and 
finally to the widely diver"ifi ed agrieul· 
tural community of today. 

Even the name "Visal ia" has severa l roo 
mantic versions concerning- its orig-in, Lut 
all are agreed that the first pa r t "Iems 
from the name of Nathaniel Vise, who had 
the character of a half dozen persons com
bined in onc. At various limes a preacil('r_ 
gamb ler, hear hunter. horse trader. mer
chant, an d callie dealer, he cou ld prcach 

and play poker with equal avidit~·. A 
1)Q\l"erful man of fine phys.ique. there are 
tales of his having posled a substantial 
wager that. armed only \I"ith a knife. he 
would altack and kill any hear. 

According to one wrs.ion. Yi~alia l~ 
~imply a contraction of the name;;: Yise 
and Salia. the latter heine: ~1r~, Yise's 
gi Yen name. Another combine;;: the name 
Vise \I"ith the I ndian \I"ord. Sa-ha ·la. which 
means sweathouse. One of these Indian 
!'o\"eathouse!'o was located near the ~pot of 
Vise's first camp. 

Doth of the!'oe wr~iolls ure (,lltireh' 
plau;;:ible except for the facts that the 
records sho\1" Mr.". Vise's. name 10 ha\'e 
been Matilda. and that there is a Vis.alia 
ill Kentucky which was founded in 1820. 
when our ilero was. onl\' 10 ,'ears old. . . 
Since this fir!'ot Visalia wa;< also founded 
by a i\'at hanie1 Vi."e. it is. rt'asonuhle to 
conclude that the eld{,1" Vis.t' was a I"clatiw 
of the publicit),-coJlsciou." "·cs.tcflI{'r. It is 
prohahl{' furthermore that young Yis.e was 
entirely fllmiliar \I"ith the Kentu('ky to\l"n'~ 
('xislenct' when hf' add{'d land prolllotion 
10 his llIany o('('upatioll!', and SUl"\"t'yt·a 
IIIHlloca ted Vi~alia in Octoilt'1" lR;;2. 

AhUllli:mt ' '''UIt' I' AyuilllhIt' 

Probabl y 110 one elf'nwnt is s,' larF-t'l~ 
rt' s poJl.~ihlt · for the df'H'I"jI!lI,'nt of ' -isalia 



and the surrounding country 1I ~ IIbuudant 
wnter. Lying at the base of the mi ght iest 
mountnins in America from which dc
scends a never ending suppl y, this cOll nt ry 
is geographically blessed as are few 
others. 

Emerging from the foothills of thc 
Sierras, the Kaweah Rh'cr divides to fo rm 
four creeks, Outside Creek, Deep Creek, 
51. John Creek and Packwood Creek. 
These st renms fur ther diverge o\·er the 
plnin finally emptying into Tulare Lake 
and form a broad della between the lake 
and the mountains. Not on ly is wnter 
plen tiful here, but the alluvial soi l washed 
down from the foothills is rich and fertile. 

It was ihis rich 11Ind that attracted the 
ill.fated first settler, John \l/ood, and his 
party in 1850. Following the massacre at 
Woodsvi lle, there was no fmlher attempt 
at settlement in Ihe Four Creeks coun try 
unti l 1851 when Nat Vise's party erected 
a log cabin on the north bnnk of Mill 
Creek near an Indian Sa-ha-la. 

Tales of the fertile Four Creeks count ry 
brough t in by hunters and trappers eventu
ally resulted in an act of the Legislature 
creating Tulare County in 1852. \~ 'hile the 
business of formulntin g the new govern
ment was proceeding, enterprising Nat 
Vise induced a number of families to 
settle in the neighborhood of his cabin. 
Others fearin g a possible repetition of the 
atroci ties accorded the Wood party, 
huddled together for a period in a stock. 
ade. 

The first real stimulus ·to population in 
the Four Creeks country, !lOwever, 
occurred in 1854 with the discovery of 
go ld on the Kern River. Wagon trains 
hu rri ed to the scene, thousands of men 
stopping at Visalia enroute, with the re
sult that Ihe little vi llage took on the 
aspect of a frontier mining town. 

Many of the gold seekers who failed to 
find the precious metal or were not 
equipped for deep quartz mining ine\·il
ably returned to Visalia wi th the hope of 
making their fortune farming the fertile 
su rrounding lands. 

T 

IN ITS EARLY DAYS, Visalia seemed doomed as a center of population when 
the Southern Pacific routed its tracks through the newly founded town of Tu
la re . However, the townspeople managed to retain the county seat and went on 
to find growth and prosperity in spite of being served by a branch railroad line. 

A second stimulus to grow th wa .... the 
establishment of the Butterfield Overland 
Stage rou le th rough the town in 1l::!59. 
Visalia became the only important stop 
between Stock ton and Los Angeles. und 
its fut ure as an important trading center 
was assured. 

Wns Once a CoWloWII 

Following the go ld rush. the area de
veloped first into a grea t cattle country. 
But the ferti lit y of the delta also en· 
couraged the raising of graill and there 
resulted the inevi table feud between the 
cattlemen and farmers. In those early 
days there were no fences, and the cattle 
roamed uJlchecked over the country de· 
stroying the crops. 1I\0t until passage of 
the " No Fence Law", which held cnttle· 
men liable for damages resu lt ing fro m 
their catt le trespassing upon the farmer's 
land, did real agricultural developmeJlt 
get under way. 

Then began a greal era of grain grow
ing. and for miles and miles the pl ains 
we re an almost unbroken sea of grain. in 
1886 Cali fornia was the banner \\heat sta te 
of the Ilalion and Tub.re Count\· was the 
banner \Iheat count,- of Califor~ia. 

\'-ith the development of irrigation. di
n~r!"ified farming and fruit growing reo 
placed the dry farming of grain. In this 
connect ion. it is interesting to note that it 
was \\·ilev ,fatson who in 1853 first di
verted a siream of water from the Kaweah 
Ri ver for the purpose of irrigation. The 
small ditch passed do\rn what is now 
Acequia Street in Visalia~Acequia mean· 
ing flowing \rater- to carry water to his 
peach orchard. From this small beginning 
de\-eloped the elnbora te irri glltion sys
tems of today. 

Jllst as the coming of the stagecoach 
ga\·e a great impetus to the growth of 
Vi",alia. ~O. ill the minds of mnny Vi· 

PRESENT DAY VISALIA, wi th a population of over 10,000. 
boasts excellent schools, fine libraries, beautiful parks, nu
merous churches, a radio station and a daily newspaper. A 
splendid Junior College is housed in the ultra modern build-

ings seen in the picture above. Gas Company Division head
quarters is loca ted on Main Street in a modern. air -condi 
tioned building erected just before the war . Today the San 
Joaquin Valley Division serves a total of 32,700 meters. 

PAGE FIV E 



~a 1ia ns. di d the tow n ~eem doomed by the 
eo nlln g of the ra il road. Because the com· 
Hl unity was unuble to meet the ~u bsidy 
requ ired by the Sou the rn Pac ific to rOllte 
the l ine th rough Ihe low II. it was by· 
pa~ed a bou l six mil es to the we~L 

T he rail road then la id 0 111 a low n which 
i t named Tulare. a nd an election was held 
to a pprove the coun ty sea t there. Accord· 
ing 10 olle a uthorit y. the conlcsl reso h'ed 
itself to one between the padded vote 01 

Ihe non.residen t ra ilroad worke rs of T u· 
lare and the citizens of Vi sal ia both l i \' in~ 
and dead, The populalion of Ihe Visalia 
graveyard by th is lime had grown to a 
poinl Ihat resu lt ed in the county sea t reo 
maining in Visalia hy a substa nt ia l \·o tc. 

Aren is a Rich Ollf' 
Present day Vi sali a is the center of one 

of the richest agricu ltural areas in th c 
nation, A great \'a riety of orchard. vi ne· 
yard, fi eld and \'egeta ble crops as well as 
many fine herds of livestock arc prod uced 
in the farm ing district surroundin g the 
city. It is now sen 'ed by the Southern 
Paci fic a nd Santa Fe Railwa\'s an d the 
Greyhound. San ta Fe Trai l wa}'~ ' and Or. 
ange Belt Bus Lines. 

According to l\'larch 194·7 census fi~ure5. 
Visalia has a population of l O.36~ a nd 
serves ove r 50.000 urba n and rural cus· 
tomers, Bank depos its of its two banks 
we re 832.000,000 in 1946. 

The city boasts excell ent school s \\"hich 
include a Ju nior Coll ege. hi gh school. 
seven elementary schools and one para· 
chial school. It has a municipall y owned 
airport, hospi tal and audi toriu m. both a 
city and coun ty li brary, one dail y nC\I"S' 
paper and two rad io stations. 

Tn addition to the larger Johnson an d 
Palace hotels there arc scveral smaller 
hotels an d ten modern motel s within Ihe 

THE COUNTY SEAT of Tulare County remains in Visalia despi te an ea rl y at · 
te mpt of the town of Tulare to wrest it away, The contest involved stuffed 
ballot boxes in which the non- res ident railroad workers o f T ula re were pitted 
2gainst ci t izens of Visalia bo th living and dead. The courthouse is shown above . 

immedia te yicini l\' of Yisalia, r id lt t't' ll 
{'hurdlc,. rcprt,,.{'nt a,. ma ny difft'n,'nl dl" 
llomi ua tion". and tllpn' art' "(" I'n park,. 
{'on' r in ~ a tota l of v~ aen's. 

Yi:.:alia i:.: on lilt' d ln '('t 1'\lIlh' tl\ lIlt" 
).!TPar 5('(11101a and ]'\ inc: :.: Cally tl ll \a ti llnal 
park,. l(,ss than fi ft,· llI ill',. 'I\\ a\". a nd Sl\ 
it quitt' natural1y f~l1 l\\\" that l;racti{";dly 
all \" i,.al iarl,. an' lon' r,. I\ f tI lt' !,!ft';lI I\ut · 
of·doo r:.: . Thousand,. 11 1" trawlll' ;'S stn l' ;11 

\ ' i"alia on 111('11' "a\' In tht' \' .. {"elll' !!! f i,.h· 
ill!!. huntiu!!: aud pal'k Irai l,. \If tht' :-, it' rra 
\;,·ada" . ' 

FERTII,.E SOIL and an abundance of wate r make the area of which Visalia is 
the cente r one of richest ag ricultu ral reg ions in the ent ire Un ited States. Frui ts. 
vege tables, meat and dai ry produc ts a re processed in plan ts located in the ci ty. 

Bt'ginuinp: wi lh tIll' pmcha,.(' Ilf thr!'!' 
,.mall ga,. plants in 192:;, the <lI'H'\\\l'l1wnt 
of the ~a ,~ hu,. im·"" in \"i ,~alia ha,. !I(' I 'll 

si mil a r to tha t of thl' C\l mJl;\I1~" " otht'r 
operatiu).!' d i\'i"i\Hl ,. . 'I'll\' IlriC:lnal \'\\m· 
panit's. Hi n'rht'n d (: ;IS a nd \, 'atl'l' eml' 
pa n)" in Dinuha. Il a ut\lrd (; a,. ;lllt1 l'oll"\'r 
Company in Hanford, :IUt! l :I'ul l':l 1 ( : (11111' 

tic,.; Cas Company ill Yi,.:!lia had a Itltal 
of ahout 7.S01l CU,.ItH111'r,.; . Tht,,.I' plant,. 
W('fl' illlpron'd ami opl' l'ah'll hy liS unlil 
Iht' :uIH' l1t of na tural !!as in 1929, l \ ld;n' 
Ihe ~a l! JoatJ llill Yal l\'~' Di,i,. i,ltl s\'nl':' ;1 
10lal of :{2.7nn I1wh'r,.. lIltl l' t' Ih:1I1 :t:!Ot) 
of wit ir h : 11"1' wi liti ll tilt' im'orpl\ ra tt'd limit s 
of Yi"alia. '1\\0 10·ilWIl lint,,, fl"l\11I ].\ t'lI II' · 
ma n Il ill ,.; "; lI pp l ~' th\' an'a \\ hil,1t CHill · 

pri",',. 1110,.t of TillarI' and ]'\ i l1~'" COllnli,'s 
a nti l'xtl'lId:, il1 ln II1\' "Illltllt'rtl \,:I1"t 1'( 
Fr('sllO Counl\". 
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SEATED in the cab of hi s car, Service
man G. G. Holmes, Pasadena District, 
takes an order re layed to h im by means 
of mobile radio-phone communica tion. 

THE SET is a compact radio unit housed 
in a box behind the cab. The signal is 
picked up by transmitters and carried 
through normal telephone channels. 

ANTENNA is placed on top of the cab. 
Three such uni ts are now in operation 
in service ca rs in the Pasade na District 
and more will be insta ll ed in future . 

!Jt~ Service 
New telephone service 
saves time and mileage 

O l\'CE " GAl l\' the Gas Comp uny is out 
in fron t by being onc of thc f irst 
public :-e r"ice co mpa nies in the 

west to adop t a postwar inllovation- ra dio 
te lephone co mm unicat ion. The ncw syslem 
has becn operat ing sllcces!'. fully !'.i fl ce last 
Murch in the Pasadena Distri ct. where 
three Compau)' service cars in thc Cus
tomer Se rvi ce Dcpartment are equippcd 
with radiophones. Others wi ll bc insta ll cd 
as fa ;;t a!'. the)' become available. 

Thc un it!'. a rc opera ted by the telephone 
compan y through its regular telephone 
faci litics tied in wi th a special radi o hook· 
III'. The inst alla tion in the !'.c n ·ice ca r con· 
sists of a radi o receivi ng and se nd ing !'et 
attached to a cOll vcn tional telep hone reo 
ceiver which hangs in the cah of the car. 
The sig nal is picked up th rough Iralls· 
millers loca ted at strategic points in the 
area, and !'.en l throu gh the regu lar tele· 
phone systc lll to thc desired numbcr. AI· 
though Gas CompallY radi op hone,. a~(' 
used on ly fo r communica tion bct\leen di !'· 
patch hoard a nd sen·ice car. any telephollt' 
nu mber may be called, or the sen ·icc car 
may be reached from any telephone. 

For outgoi ng calls, the !'.cTl' iceman 
merely picks up the recei\'er and depresses 
a bulton, signa lling the operator. He give!<
his number and gets the connection in a 
normal manner. The com'ersation is nor· 
mal two·way comm unication. A hell r ings 
in the ca r for incoming ca lls and a red 
light comes 011. Th is li ght remains on until 
the phone is ans\\"e red. -Thus if the !<-e n ·ice· 
ma n happens to bc out of the car. he 
knows he has beell called when he reo 
turns, a nd calls his basc. On leavill!!: hi s 
basc In the morllln g, the ;;cn'lceIlHin 

-,. , 

b'J R DID 
swi tch es on the ra(liophone and it re main!! 
"a live" all da y. 

Thc th ree initia l sets are install ed in 
cars opcrating in a subu rha n area wherc 
!<-ome 11 8,000 meters a re scattered ill a 
di :-trict which ex tends f rom the northe rn 
city limi ts of Altadena to j\'lontebcllo, and 
f rom the easte rl1 city limil<; o f Glendalc to 
Sierra Madre. ll itherto, any eme rgency 
ca ll s in the d istri ct had to \Ia it upon the 
pc riod ic phollc call s madc by the !<-c rvi ce· 
man to his ha!<-e durin g th e day . .\"011', prac· 
tica lly any ca ll can he taken care of in a 
maximum of :~O minutes. 

As a maile r o f fact, on a recen t call the 
re!' ponse was almo:-t instantaneou!<-. I n this 
ca!'e. thc cu:-tomcr had some sort of cOler· 
gency and phoned the se n ·iceboard. The 
ca ll wa!<- immediately referred to the Cus
tomer Sc n ·ice dispatch office. \1 here it 
\\en t out o\·er the rad iophone. The se rvice. 
man who too k the order was. fn· an odd 
coincidence. with in a fe\1" d oo~!<- of the 
house. and he was a t th e front door al most 
before the cu !<- tomer had hung up hcr tele. 
phone. Until he :-howed her the radio. 
phone. she 1I"01l1d l1· t belie\·e there was not 
some so rt of hocus pocus afoot. 

Though it is of greatest \·a lue in emer. 
gency cases. the lIell" rad iophone has man" 
other ad\·a ntages. too. P rel"iously. in mak. 
ing his pc ri od ic call s to h is base. the 
sen·iceman had to depend on a customer,. 
telephone or find a publi c one. Sow he 
ca n ca ll no mattcr ,,·here he is. th us sav· 
ing time, milcal!e and incO IlYen ience to 
Cllstomers. 

Un til thc pub li c gets used to radio· 
phones. ,::e n ·icemen are encountering om" 
slight disad \"anlaA"e. People are so cllTiou!"> 
ahou t the insta ll at ion that ther \1·llllt 10 

tn· it. and th e men ha,·c found it is beller 
to find all out·of.the.way spot \fhcn IIlt'Y 
need to use Ihe tel ephone. 

WHEN RECEIVING or making a ca ll . the service man pull s up at the curb. 
Because the public is so interested in the new convenience, the men avoid time
consum ing questions by pa rki ng in out -of-the -way places when using the te le
phone. The Gas Company is one of the f irst to use the radiophone in the West. 
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FISHING 

~ ""CE E ICHT 

I. 

I 

The sturdy liltle fishing boat, Tuna Express 3 , has p rovided ful l 
and satisfactory Saturdays for many a Gas Company Rod .)nd 

Gunster dur ing the summer months . Sail ing out of San Clemente 

under specia l charter, she has unerringly gone where there is 

good fish ing and good sport for everyone. The pictures on th is 

page depict a typica l Saturday, from the time the sang gathered 

at a San Clemente breakfast spot for h.)m and eggs , unti l they 

lined up to have their fish deaned on the homeward journey. 

As the San Clemente pier drops astern . the fishe rmen chew the 
I.)t, enjoy the bright morning, and get the ir l ishing gear ready. 

A half hour out. the ba it boat comes alongside and the ba it tanks 

are loaded w ith live ba it . Then the Express is off lor the 

f ishing grounds. The first st rike is an e xc iting moment. with 

everyone crowding to the side to see what kind of f ishing is 
In store. Then it is everybody fo r h imse lf, wi th fish lor a iL 

. ... ... ..... • 
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In the GASCO NEWS 

INSTALLATION of officers was an outstanding event for Harry Reinert, Merl Read Post. Delano. and Commander 
GasCo Legionnaires in August. In the picture above Past Clyde H. Potter. Pictured at right are new officers ready to 
Commander W. C. Dodder is showl'") with Commander be inducted in their various posts for the coming year . 
----------------~-------------

PIP LIE 
Build ings which will be used as bases 

for the men who will operate the Big
gest I nch aTC being made ready for occu
pancy as the operating crews prepare to 
take over. The pictures at the r ight show 
structures at Beaumont. The station here 
has Iwo main build ings of Lutiss tee l type 
of construction. One of th e buildings, 
shown at top, wiil ser\'e as ga rage where 
automotive equipment wi ll be s tored. The 
other, shown below, will be used as a 
wa rehouse for housing pipeline supplies 
and maintenance mate rials. Resides these 
two buildings, the ileaumont s tat ion wi ll 
have a main line valve and an off line 
metering s tation . 

Low ma intenance was one of the pn· 
mary considerations in the desi g n of these 
buildings, a feature which will be provided 
by the type of constructio n adopted. The 
roo f is corrugated asbestos. which is hoth 
d'urable and heat resi s tant. The walls arc 
precast concrete with a frame of light 
structural steel. Men working Ollt f rom 
this base will pa t rol and maintain ahout 
50 miles of the ;10·inch Texas-Califor ni a 
pipeline. The warehouse has a floo r s pace 
covering an a rea 45 by tJ-5 fed , whil e the 
garage hui ld ing measures .% by 105 fe t'L 
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RETIRE E T 
Company Men and Women drop 

SAMUEL L. PIPER 

N. VIOLA BORDNER 

/eECI'.:NT months have brought re
tirement from active duties to fouT 
more Gas Company employees. 

Mae F. Weight, Customers Department, 
Glendale, retired on August 1, 1947, hav
ing com pleted just one day short of 
twenty-one years in Company service. She 
was employed on August 2, 1926. 

A native of New York City, Mrs. 
Weight attended school in that city. and 
was employed there before coming to the 
West Coast in 1926. She and her hus
band, John C. Weight, make their home in 
Glendale, where she plans to enjoy her 
leisure keeping house and raising flowers, 
with an occasional trip for variety. 

MAE F. WEICHT 

MANOAH A. MASTERSON 

Edgar A. Thomas came to work for the 
Gas Company in 1908, and was employed 
in the Butadiene Department at the time 
of hi s retirement on September 1. 

Born in Elmi ra, New York, Thomas 
came to California ill 1907, after having 
completed school ill the East. He was em· 
ployed by the Lackawana Hailroad and 
the Amer ican Sales Book Company be
fore becoming a gas man. 

Now on a trip to New En gland, Can· 
ada, Virginia llnd the Carol inas, Thomas 
and his wife, Lenna, make their home in 
Holl ywood. They are the parents of one 
daughter. 

- Six more 
of the out 

Gas 
ranks 

EDGAR A. THOMAS 

Ell E. PENTER 

Mar/oah fl. Masterson. Customers. Los 
Angelc.<:. had completed nearly !\renty·one 
years of ~e rviee when he retired on Se p
tember L having come to the Gas Com
pany in December. 1916. following a per
iod of employment in the City Assessor 
ano Tax Collector"s Offi ce. 

Born in Illinois. i\lasterson callle to 
Califomia at the age of nine. He and hi~ 
wife. Alice L.. live a\ 11 36 LOIl~\I'ood 
Avenue. They han' two ~on.<: and one 
daughte r. He has a" yet no definite plalls 
for the future. 

SamlH,l L Pipa retired from the Di
vis-ioll En gineers Depa rtllll'llt on Septem. 
ber 1. after twenty-ei ght yea rs in Gas 
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Compan)' service. He was employed in 
l\'larch of 1919. 

Piper attended school in Colorado. and 
was employed in the U. S. Navy Yard. 
Vall ejo, California, before coming to the 
Company. A bachelor, he lives at 4501 
Mosher Street, Los Angeles, bu t plans 10 
return to Colorado to make his futu re 
home. 

N. Viola Bordner reti red from her duo 
ties in the Customers Department on Oc
tober 1. 1947. She had com pleted nearly 
twen ty-two years in Company se rvice, hav
ing been employed in 1925. 

i\'l i s~ Bordner i!< a nati ve of the state of 
Ohio. but has spent most of her life in 
Los An geles. Before coming 10 Southern 
Cali fornia Gas Company, she \\'orked for 
a limc for Southern Caun tie!' Gas Co m
pany, and for the City Gas Company of 
Long Beach. 

Miss Bordner makes her home in Al 
hambra. For the immediate fulure, she 
in tends to take a trip 10 Northern Cali
fOfni a to visit rela tives. 

Eli E. Penler, Auditing Depa rt ment, fo r 
the past several years in charge of the Ar
chives. ret ired on October I . following 

twent y years wi lli tile Cas Company. He 
had prev iously been employed in the Hale 
and Apprai~al and Stores Departments. 

A native of Missouri . r ente r a lso re
ceived his educati on in that state. He came 
to Calirornia in 1926, an d to the Gas Com· 
pany in th e fol lowing yea r. 

Penter and hi s wife, Mabel, a re the par
ents of one daughter. Thei r home is in 
Hun tington Park . wlwre Pen ter wi ll enjoy 
his future lcisure time. His plans fo r the 
future al so incl ude a private business ven
ture. 

HEREA 01 • • • 

AT PLAYA DEL REY two new 600 horsepower compresso r 
units are in operation, replacing four 200 horsepower un its 
that had been in se rvice since the plant was built . This 
compressor station is used to pump natura l gas into the 
Playa del Rey field where gas is stored by the Company. 

COLF took the spotlight in September whe n the Southe rn 
Cal ifo rnia Gas Company Employee's Gol f Club held its 
annual championship tournament at the Rancho don Lugo 
Golf Club. Both men and wome n part icipa ted. The Presi· 
dent' s Trophy was won by Johnny " Barefoot " Ballard , who 

PAGE TW ELVE 

• • 
-.~-

-- -

NEW TEST KITCHEN was recently completed fo r the 
Home Service Department. now located in the building at 
the corne r of Ei gh th and Flower St reets, Los Angeles. Two 
modern automati c gas ra nges and two Servel gas refrigera. 
to rs are insta lled in this " New Freedom" all·gas kitchen. 

scored a one over par 72. Ladies' high gross was taken by 
Peg Hemry. who is seen in the center picture. Awards were 
presented at a dinner given in Los Angeles on W ednesday, 
October 8, a soc ial affa ir which was attended by most of the 
members of the Club. Final tourname nt is set fo r Oct. 25. 
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B y THF. lime these words go through 
the mill and come ou t as p rint ed 
matter the bui lding of the Biggest 

Inch will be a ma tter of history. Already 
the hardy pi pelillcrs who toil ed and sweat· 
ed in the summer heat of the desert to get 
it con nected and undergro und a re on their 
way to other jobs. At this writing, the 
people who had charge of its constructi on 
a re geuing ready to turn the line over, 
wi th thei r blessings, to the people who 
are going to operate it. So, everythi ng 
considered, this seems a quite appropriate 
time to present, for the historica l record, 
a few sidelights we have picked up here 
an d there cQnnected with the building of 
the g reat artery. 

For instance, we have been ca ll ing it a 
214-mile line all these months. T hat's 
what the man said in the beginning and 
we took his word for it. Actuall y, how
ever, when the last length was in and weld
ed, the total distance from end to end 
proved to be 212.58 miles even, and the 
GasCos found themselves wi th an ex tra 
mile and a half of pipe. Reason for the 
difference was an overallowance for devia
tion on the slopes, which was deli berately 
ca lculated on the generous side. It would 
have been kind of embarrassing to come 
out withou t enough pipe to finish the job, 
whereas a few extra lengths ovcr wi ll 
come in handy. 

R a ltl esnakes Were Abundant 

The desert in th e summertime, as every
one knows, is a great place for rattlesnakes 
and there were times that the right-of-way 
seemed to swarm with them. Some 50 
of the poisonous creatures were kill ed be
tween Blythe and Beaumont. The grand
daddy of them all measured 53 inches and 
looked like a little Biggest Inch. Never
theless, no one, so far as we are able to 
determine, was bitten, which proves some· 
thing we've contended for a long time: 
it pays to be alert when you are in rattle
snake country, but the chances of being 
bitten by one are very remote. 

Don't think, though, that a job of this 
magnitude can be completed without ac
cidents or injuries. Men were hurt, and 
badl y. I ndeed, one of the contractor's 
men lost his li fe, and we cannot help fee l
ing that it would be both fitti ng an d 
proper for his name to appear at some 
station or division alon g the line so that 

F = 7see 
1'HEV 'RE 
BW WIN' 

OUT THE 
T E' 'iA.S 

PIPELI NE, 
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Highlights and Sidelights 
future generati ons mighl know the sacri 
fice he made in order that they may con· 
tin ue to enjoy the benefits of nat ural gas . 
He was a yo ung man, hardl y ou t of hoy· 
hood, and he hi.\d been on the job less 
than an hour when he was fcllcd by a 
chain th at broke as a length of pipe was 
being lifted by a ~ idea rm cat. His name 
was John Jamcs Hubbert , and he came 
from French Camp, l\'l iss issippi . 

However, consider ing the terrain and 
the ma gnitude of the job, the pipeline was 
comp leted with remarkably fC\1" injurics. 
Heat prostrati on took a certain toll , which 
was as mi ght be expected where tempera
tures ranged upward from 115 in the 
shade- wit h no shade. The eyes an d the 
hands. too, took a beating. The desert is 
a dusty region. There were sp rains and 
contusions, an d one man broke his leg. 
Somebody even sat on a piece of cactus . 

Property Damaged, Too 

As might be expected, there was a cer
tain amount of pro perty damage; though 
here again , ca re and considerati on fo r 
others kept the damage down to a mini · 
mum. One of the worst accidents invo lved 
a Santa Fe streamliner, which was dam
aged when it struck the rea r of an empty 
pipe truck near Arl ington_ A few watcr 
lines and underground conduits were 
nicked by di tch di ggers. There were a cer
tain number of minor auto damage cases, 
and somebody is going to have to pay for 
a horse and six cows that walked off in to 
the wide blue yonder when someone left 
a gate open. 

We think some sort of badge should be 
pinned to the chests of the two men wh o 
craw!e.! Ihrough the pipe from olle cnd to 
Ihe olher. Pe rh aps they could do with a 
pair of air-condi tioned kneepads each. 
T heir joh was to ma ke su re each length of 
pipe was dean hefore it was wel ded to 
the preceding length. T hey didn't actually 
have to crawl ; rathe r th cy push cd them
sel vcs through the pipe on a kin d of scoot
e r. The humall pipe cleaner who worked 
wi th Spread No. 1 went through 14~ miles 
of pipe; while his opposite number of 
Spread No. 2 travelled a di stance of 79 
mi les. We were unable to find out how 
many snakes, rabbit s or whatnot they 
chased out of this li kely retreat. 

It Was n' t Always H ot 

Heat was an clement the pipeliners had 
to batt le with practically from the begin
ning: Too ls and metal left standin g in the 
eve of the de~e r t sun for ewn a short time 
would get f'O hot you co uld not touch them 
wi th your hare hand_ To keep the pipe 
from \I"arpin g and twi f' tin g out of shape 
through cxpansion and co ntracti on cauf'ed 
by extrcme temperature changes. they 
\\·hite\\"Ushed the lengths of pipe strun g 
along the ri,!!ht of way_ White ab;:.orbs less 
ht'a t than black. it is explained. 

But it waf' n't a!l\·ays just ho t. There 
I,·e re da\·s when sandstorms blotted out the 
sun . an d made it impossible to work. 
Cloudbursts sen t floods roaring down dry 
\\"af'he~ . making ha;:.h ou t of trenches. pipe 
and equipment. It was rugged work_ and 
it took r ugged men to stand up under it. 

The men who follow this line of work 
are called "pipeliners" and they go from 
job to job a ll over the wo rld. The H. C. 
Pr ice Com pany, contractor on the Biggest 
Inch, now has a contract to build a 30-
inch li ne in Saudi Arabia and the men are 
already on their way there. T hey expect to 
find weather and terrain thal will make 
the Colorad o Dese rt seem li ke a piece of 
Pa radisc. 

iMeanwhile, the Biggest Inch is bei ng 
blown out and fi ll ed \I"i th gas. Soon the 
Ca lifornia to Texas portion of it wi ll be 
com pleted, and molecul es of Texas gas 
will be mix ing with molecule" of Cali
fornia gas, a mating which shoul d make 
everybody in this favored Sta te happy for 
a long ti me to come. 
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A SECTION DEVOTED 

TO GAS COMPANY 

WOMEN 'S INTERESTS 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SummerJ lhe Jime SWI INIi 
COME on in, 

the water's fine; 

SWIM for fun (llId 

the form dee-vin cI 

,~ /..J. I 

FUN for all, but not all for fun is the t heme song of the 
Women's Committee members who enjoy swimming twice 
a week in the spacious Elk's Club pool in Los Angeles, 
open to them on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4:00 

to 8:00 o'clock. Swimmers pictured, above left, are Diane 
Risse, Joan Kaiser. Margaret Hershman. Jane Stover. Doro
thy Whi te, Dena Krebetke. Ora Leslie, Charlotte Walker. 
Leola Glasso. Dorothy Zeis, Ledra De Lamar. Lenore Kl opp. 

5 UESDAY and Thursday eve.pings dur
ing the summer have found many Wom
en's Committee members taking advantage 
of their courtesy cards which admit them 
to the Elk's Club Swimming Pool, 607 
South Park View Street, Los Angeles, 
from fOlIr unti l eight. 

Organized as a part of the Women's 
Committee "Twelve Months of Fun" pro
gram for the year, the swimming activity 
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has proven one of the most popular during 
the wa rm summer months, when the beau
liful pool provides an excellen t place to 
relax after a day in the office. No mat· 
ler what their degree of ski ll in the sport , 
all who attend have an enjoyable time. 
For those who don't know how to swim, 
the activity provides an excellent oppor

. tunity to learn. For the more e~perieneed 
swimmers, there is ample room for games 

of \I"ulcr Lall. impromptu ract'~ or pt'rft'ct · 
ing II1('ir s troke!'. It i ... a gt' llt·rally ac· 
ce pted fac t. too, Ihal swimming is highly 
reco mmended for the sake of berml)" 

Courtesy cards isslled to lIlt'mbt'ri'- by 
Ihe Elk's Club do 1I0t expire until J uly, 
] 948, so it is anlicipatt'd Ihat swimming 
will eonl inue to nmk hi gh on the lisl of 
Women's Committee uctiyilit's cn'l\ after 
Ihc summcr's heat is un:r. 
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MARTY HOOVER 

R~d [ross 

,\RTY HOOVER now wears her ncw 
Red Cross uniform as the leader 
of the group of Gas Company 

Woman's Commi ttee gi rl s who give their 
services to programs and parties for the 
veterans at Birmingham Hosp ital. Marty 
reports that there are now about twent y
five women enrolled in thi s activity. The 
Thursday night parties mean entertain
ment for the girl s taking part as hoste~ses 
as we ll as fo r lhe men. 

As g roup leader, Marly also allends 
meetings wi th women of other organiza
tions for making plans and preparations 
for future parties and activities at the 
hospitaL Currentl y plans are in the mak. 
ing for Hallowe'en and holiday parties 
during the coming months. 

Although thi s recreational activity is 
one of the most important for fhc men, 
the women have also contributed gcner
ously when call s have been made for 
equipmen t and material fo r the patients 
to use. 

One of the most useful donations made 
to the hospital during the past year was a 
cei ling projector for bedridden patients. 
The machine projects on the cei ling books 
which have been photogra phed on micro
film. An important feature is the fact that 
the patient is able to operate the projector 
himself in most cases. A varied selection 
of books accompanied the projector, in
cluding the Bible, fi ction , humor and 
sports. 

FASHIONS for BU6ine66 

J HI S mon th '!'< ru sh ions urc from th c 
Soro rity Shop of the .J. .T . HaJ!ga rt y Store, 
Sc\"enth und C,rund, Lo» Anp;elc,:, throu g-h 
the COllrte!'<y of "Mary I'erwin. 

TN EEl> L E IV KAY F TW() 1'1 U .T 
DRESS wo rn by Allclrey Sode rherg, Cen. 
eral Agent!'<, is all 11'001 with u plain g rey 
wra p-arou nd pencil-slim skirt. The fillcd 
and belted jacket is grey pla id wi th suh· 
dued black and purple th reads. The 
jacket has novelty mctul hull ons . It is 
priced at $29.95. 

. , 
en 

SPAGHETTI BUNNY LUNCH 
A thrifty dish high in tas te-appeal is 

welcome news nowadays . With spaghelli 
in the cupboard , a refrigerato r full of odd!'< 
and ends oITers inte resting possibil ities for 
the ma in di sh on the da y's menu. Spag
hetti plays a double role as an economical 
food in itself and a food-saver as well, 
because it happily so lves many a problem 
of left-overs. Bits of food too insignificant 
to be considered by themselves and too im· 
portant to throwawa y may be combined 
with a white sauce and tender, plump spag· 
hetti an d s tretched 10 meal-size importance. 

1 lablcspoon s ail 
3 (1lmrts boiling water 
4 ounce!! long Sp llg!tClli 

1 ~ CU ,,8 medium w!tite s auce 
Y2 C1l1) graled Americall c h eese 
~ cup ehol'llcd. grcen 1,epllcr 
1,4 CUI) c!tollped celery 
1,4 CUll ciwpped l.iJllie lllo 

:~ chopped , h nrd-eookcd eggs 
1,4 CUll g rated American cll ec~t!l 

] cu p cooked CUI !!Iring b':i1l1s 

TIJE "l IORIUS llDCll SUIT \\'orn by 
Carol Stolle. Personne l. i.~ of Forslma;l 
so ft amI yclwty suede \1'001. in the new 
Champagne "hade. The roll collar. the 
cuff effeel on the front of the jacket. and 
a doublc rolf of bullons gi\'e the su it a 
clas.~ic line. The price i" 859.95. 

H liAS 

Add 1 tahte~l'ooll ~alt 10 acliH'ty hoiling ,,'a
ler. GnHlllalty add ~I'abhelli alld q,nlillllt" huit
illg untit ~1"I!! he tti is le lld,'r (ah"l1l I :! minnles) . 
Drain a nd rin~c. Whik ~I'aghctli b cook;a". 
conlhilw II'hile ~au<;c . if:! CUI' dl(" '~" . ~recn 1'<:]' 

pe r, .. dery, pimiento, and egg~. i\tix Hj.'.hl ty. 
1',,1.1 ill ~paghctti. Tu~~ hlgt'lhcl' Vi <,up cll<'''~(' 
and 1"':Il\~. PIa'T in (,<'111<'1' of ilHli"idllat "iI,-d 
1"lkin g ,Ii ~hcs . PUllr SP,I!!twtli mixtun' "round 
bea ns. Buke in muderate own (:150° F. ) nholl t 
:.W minuk~. 

Yiehl ; 4 St'rvings. 
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PICTORIAL PERSON ltLITIES 

WALTER W. FIFE <left ) and 
HAROLD A. POOL 

C D··· E . H EST ER A. ANDERSON, lVISlOn ngl' 
neers, Southern Division, has found 
the cullivation of fuchsi as an absorb

ing hobby. He started the activity about 
five years ago, and has become so en-
thusiastic about it th at he is one of tbe 
organizers and the P resident of the South 
Bay Chap ter of the National Fuchsia 
Society. 

Anderson's plants have taken prizes in 
several sho ws. He has about eighty varie
ties of fuchsias in the lalhhouse in his 
garden, where he spends all of h is spa re 
li me sprayin g and cari ng for them. 

Anderson gets his enjoyment from rai s
ing the pl ants. He gives them to the 
Clu b so that th ey can raise mone y fo r 
thei r CI ub activities. Hi s daughter, Nor
ma, shown in the pictu re wi th him, takes 
an active interest in her father 's hobb y 
and helps him considerably with the cui 
ti vation o f th e fuchsi as. 

P A C E S I XTEEN 

,\LTF. R W. F IFE. Customers Sen'
icc, Channing Street. is at pres
ent completely sati sfied with the 

au tomobi le which gives him forty -fi" e 
mil es to a l1allon of gas, but ,I·hen he gets 
tirerl of it, he has a standing offer of 
31000 from a prospective purchaser. 

The car in quest ion . a 1907 Franklin. 
Il"as boul1ht In- Fife in 19.t1. after it had 
been laid up in a ga rage by its OI\"l1er for 
more than thirty Years. \\ 'hile he 'I"a;:. 
still in the midst of o"erhauling it and 
putting it back in running condition. he 
entered the Arm,- and se n'ed for fi,'c 
years. Heturning to civilian life. he com
pleted the repair;:._ which included build 
ing a new frame_ o,-e rhauling the motor. 
and repain t ing the car. and has since dri,-
en it to I\ork even- day. The reno'-ation 
took him nine mO;lths io complete. 

The car has a -~ -cv1inder. 12 horsepo,\"
er_ ai r-cooled motor~ It was one of the 
very earliest models built by Franklin 
and cost 31850 new. 

CHESTER A_ ANDERSON A ND DAUGHTER, NORMA 




