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TULARE COUNTY-LAND OF GIANTS 
Secolld 0/ a series of articles descripliv/' 0/ territory served by Southern California Gas Company. 

HAD Jack follO\vcd the Grapevine - on 
U.S. Highway Ninety-nine - he would 

have come eventually to Tulare County. 
There he wou ld have found two giants: 
General Sherman tree, largest li ving th ing in 
the world, and Mount Whitney, highest 
peak in the United States. 

Tulare County has other points of dis­
tinction. It is about the size of the Scate of 
Connecticut; it is almost exactly in the 
geographical center of California; it ranks 
sixth, according to the Department of Agri­
culture, among t he counties of the Nation 
in agricultural production. 

K<'Iwe.'Ih Pe<'lks from M or<'line L<'Ike, Sequoi<'l N<'Ition<'l1 P<'Irk. 
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Of the 3. 15 8,000 acres of the county, 
142,564 bear deciduous . and ci trus fruits, 
150,560 are devoted to grain, 47,263 to 
cot ton, 58,85 1 to alfalfa, and 817.736 acres 
are pasture land. 

The popul ation of the county, according 
ro the most recent count, is 77,375. and is 
almost entirely Caucasian. There are more 
than fifteen thousand pupils in the primary 
and grammar schools, and nearly four thou­
sand in the eighteen or n ineteen high schools. 
There is a Carnegie library in every incor­
porated town, and the county maintains a 
sys tem of traveling libraries which visit 
every comm uni ty on a regular schedule. 

SCENIC GRANDEUR 

At this time of the year the VISitor is 
more interested in scenic attractions than in 
agricultural accomplishment or educational 
facilities, And Tulare County has much to 
offer those who are seeking beauty. 

In the northeas tern portion of the county, 
on the western slope of the Sierra N evadas, 
is Sequoia National Park in which there are 

I 

I ., 

- -

• 

W ild li fe In Seq uoi a Natio nal Pa rk. 

twelve groves of Sequoia Washingtonia (Se­
quoia Gigantea ). In these groves arc morc 
t han a million Sequoia trees, of which at 
least twelve thousand exceed ten feet in 
diameter. 1n thc Giant Fores t is the Gen­
eral Sherman tree, 279.9 feet in height and 
36.5 feet in diameter, the largest living 
thing and one of the oldest. H ere also are 
the Abraham Lincoln, 270 feet high, and 
the William McKinley, 290 feet high. 

"FOREST PRIMEVAL" 

Of these great trees Edmund Mitchell has 
written: 

"There arc no living things today on the 
wide earth like unto these giant Sequoias. In 
their prese nce, emblems of permanence. the 
sa me yes t er da y, today and tomo rrow, 
throughout the span of anyone si ngle hu ­
man life, t he insig nificance of man and all 
his works stands revealed. There are living 

Above-Fig pa cking plan t of Beckwith Compa ny, Reedl ey. Below- -Pia nt of l in d sa y 
li ndsay, largest ol ive pack ing p la nt in the world . 

Ripe Olive Company, 
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G e nera l Sherman Tree, Sequoia Not iona l Park. Note the ho rse at t he foo t of t ree . Th is photograph was 
mad e by the U. S. Fores t Se rvice espec ially for GAS NEWS. 
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Gropes cu t ond ploced on poper In the sun to be 
dried to rOISlns . 

• 

Sequoias in the National Park whose age 
certainly exceeds 5 000 years. The tiny seed 
from which these germinated fell at a date 
before human records begin. The trees were 
already giants of the forest, well-nigh a 
thousand years old, when the great Pyramid 
of Gizeh was being built-the oldest endur­
ing monument reared by mortal hands. 
When the infant Jesus was cradled at Naz­
areth, their age was already numbered by 

thirty centuries. They have witnessed the 
coming and the passing of a dozen civiliza­
tions from that of Babylon onward; they 
have lived through all the battles and cam­
paigns chronicled in history; death in their 
time has mown down twenty thousa nd gen­
erations of men, but they st ill stand- stal­
wart, sound to the core, good for another 
cycle of centuries." 

Another group of big trees is included in 
Balch Park , a beautiful trac t of 160 acres 
which was presented to the county by Mr. 
and Mrs. A. C. Balch. Mr. Balch is a Vice­
President of our Company. Photographs of 

Boswell cotton g in ond oil mill. Corcoran. 

Ba lch Park wi ll appear in the May number 
of GAS NEWS. 

HUNTING AND FISHING 

Crystal Cave, Mineral King, and Kern 
Ri ver Canyon afford scenery of unsurpassed 
gra ndeur. Hunting and fi shing in Tulare 
County arc as fine as can be found any­
where. Roads are good, and excelle nt camp­
ing and lodging faci lities are available at 
most of the beauty SpOts. 

Mount \Vhitney, reaching 14,501 feet 

Above-Togus Ranch. Tulore. where te n per cent of 011 the peoches pocked in C alifornio ore produced 
On th is ronch are six thousond oc res in peoches. opricots, cotton , <'Ind other products. l eft-Sterilizer 

in plo nt of Lindsoy Ripe Ol ive Compony. Right-Adohr Creomery C ompany, Tu lare . 
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into the clouds, is located within the bound­
aries of Tulare County. From Mount Whit­
ney, highest peak in the States, Death 
Valley, the lowest point, can easily be seen. 

FRUIT PRODUCTION 

Tulare County is a great fruit country. 
About forty thousand acres are devoted to 
oranges, and from six to eight thousand 
carloads are shipped each year. The export 
value of the 1930 crop of citrus fruit was 
in excess of fourteen million dollars. Tulare 
oranges have consistently won high awards 
for quality at the National Show at San 
Bernardino. Peaches in a normal year bring 
in more than a million and a half dollars, 
:md the annual grape and raisin crop is 
worth close to three and a half millions. The 
export value of olives was in 1930 about' 
half a million, while figs brought in more 
than a third of a million. 

The total export value of dairy products, 
cattle, hides, and tallow in 1930 exceeded 
seven million dollars. Tulare ranks among 
the four leading cattle counties of the 
State. Hogs bring in close to four hundred 
thousand a year. The export value of poultry 

A well l<!Iden Of<!lnge tree, Porterville . 

and eggs is morc than half a million annu­
ally. 

Cotton is one of the important crops of 
the county; soil and climate are said to be 
ideal. The export value of this crop in 1930 
was almost three million dollars. 

SUBTROPICAL CLIMATE 

The climate of San Joaquin Valley, in 
which Tulare County IS located, is sub-

A creage pla nted to watermelons, Porterville . 
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An orang e plIck ing p llln t In Tuillre C oun ty. 

tropical, as it is in rhe lat itude of Alger ia 
and South~rn Spai n. T emperature :l.nd gen ­
era l climatic condit ions show remarkably 
li ttle var iat ion the yea r ' round. P rofessor 
Alexa nder McAdie in his repor t on rhe cli­
matology of Californ i:l., w rote : 

" R eg:l.rd ing the ge neral cl im at ic features 
of the 5:l. n J oaquin Valley, t he p recipita tion 
is lower tha n might be expected, t here be­
ing practica ll y a rainless period from May to 
Septem ber. In some seasons there arc af t er ­
noon thu nders torms in t he foothill s and 
occasional light rains. Of a se:l.sonal rainfall 
amounting to about t en inches in the cen­
tral portion of t he va lley, less t han half an 
inch fa ll s du ring the months of June, July, 
August , and September. The month of 
greates t ra infall is December, with an aver­
age of less than two inches. Notwit hsta nd­
ing the somewhat limi ted ra in fall , t he va lley 
and foothill regions cons t itu te t he chief 
agric ul t u ra l regions of the State. A pricots, 
cherri es , almonds, wa lnuts (Persian or Eng­
lish ), peaches, pears, plums, gra pes, fi gs , and 
oli ves are grown successfull y. C it rus fru its 
of all ki nds flo urish in t he foo thill sect ion. 
It may also be pointed out that this is the 
only sec t ion of the U nited States in which 
rai si n-m aking is carried on . . .. " 

NATURA L GAS SER VICE 

In an official bulleti n issued by the Tulare 
Cou nty Board of T rade, enumerating the 
resources and ad vantages of the county , is 
the statement: " T he Sou t hern California 
Gas Compa ny now su pplies t he count y with 
na tura l gas." H eadquarters of the Sa n J oa­
quin Vall ey D iv ision of t he Company is 
located in Visalia, county scat. 

FOOD CRAFT SHOP OPENS 

TH E Food C raft Shops, a nat ional organi­
za t ion, recently opened its first Pacifi c 

Coas t Shop with a luncheon in its new 
headquarters at 71 8 South Broadway. P res­
en t at the dinner were a group of Los An­
geles business m en, prominent among them 
many representat ives of the local gas com­
pa111es. 

The purpose of the Shops, according to 
its founder and v ice-pres ident, Ma rgaret 
Eas t-Forbes, is to render a se rvice to wom ­
en's organizations and clubs, by giving them 
a dignified place of meeting, helping them 
raise funds, and pointing out to t hem the 
best in foods and household appliances. The 
art is t ically decorated room is fit t ed with 
attrac tive wicker chairs and bridge tables, 
besides a large grand piano. 

The N atural Gas Bureau, com pri sing the 
three gas companies, the Southern Cali­
fornia Gas C ompany, the Los Angeles Gas 
and Electric Corporat ion, and the Souther n 
Cou nties Gas Com pany, ha ve sponsored a 
complete display of gas appliances, includ­
ing new gas ranges, autom at ic waterheat ers, 
and gas refr igerato rs. Besides, t he kitchen 
of the shop itse lf is c ompl e te l y "gas 
equipped. " 

The United States has had several periods 
of " hard times." Those that st and out in 
American his to ry bega n in 1837, 1873 , 1893, 
1907, and 1929. The panic of 1873 is gen­
era ll y considered to ha ve been the worst 
fo r persistence and wide spread effec t. 

Chi na was the onl y country t hat bought 
more American goods in 193 1 .cha n in 1930, 
reports the D epa r tment of Commerce. Ou r 
exports to C h ina las t year were valued at 
$97,880,000. 
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METER READING AT LAKE ARROWHEAD 

W HEN gas was installed in the Lake Ar­
rowhead Dist rict in August , 1931, one 

of the meter-readers in the San Bernardino 
District was very anxious to have the job 
of reading that area. He was given the job 
and for the first few months all was fine, as 
the weather in the mountains was delight ­
ful. Just after t he first real storm, it was 
necessary to read this area and it was then 
that the meter-reader endeavored to trade 
with someone else. Each successive month 
since that time the snow has been deeper and 
the reading of t he meters more diffic ult , 
until, on March 1st, it was imposs ible to 

read all the metcrs in this area due to the 
depth of the snow, which was four feet on 
the level. In the majority of cases the meters 
arc located alongside the houses and the 
snow had drifted unti l it reachcd the eaves 
and it was impossible to d ig them all out. 
The m eter-reader was equipped with an or­
dinary shovel and it required considerable 
effort to get to the meter, even in favorable 
locations. 

At the height of the most scvere storms 
the residents of this area were without elec­
tricity, water, and telephone service, but gas 
service was maintained at all times with no 
, ' 

InterruptiOns. 

T he latest rumor is that the meter-reader 
who reads t h is area is endeavoring to trade 
routes with the reader in Palm Springs­
but for the winter only. 

BOWL CONCERTS SCHEDULED 

THE opening of Hollywood Bowl's eleventh 
annual season of "symphonies under the 

stars" has been set for July 5th. The con­
certs w ill run continuously for eight weeks 
and will close on August 26th, 

Every effort will be made, accord ing to 

the management, to make the current sea­
son t he greatest in Bowl history. Thousands 
of visitors coming here for the Olympic 
Games are expected to make the pilgrimage 
to the Bowl. I t is probable that a number 
of novelties wi ll be provided during the 
Olympiad, though no additional concerts 
are planned. T hree Europeans are under 
considerat ion to conduct the opening week. 

, 
, 

• • 
• .. " • • 

• 
"1 I 

Above- Sout her n C a lifo rnia G as C o mpa ny car at 
L<'Ike A rrowhead . Be low- Th e photograp her swe a rs 
that in t hese shoes is a man rea di ng a gas me te r. 

PRELlMrNARY arrangements fOf the an­
nual meeting of the Natu ra l Gas De­

par tment , American Gas Association, afC 
we ll advanced, and the several committees in 
charge arc hard at work to nuke this gath­
er ing at Tu lsa, Oklahoma, May 9 th, 10th, 
and II th a conspicuous success. 

H. H. Rogers, who is regarded as one of 
the most prominent oil and gas men in the 
Southwest, has accept.ed 3n invitation to 
speak on "Oil , Gas, 3nd the Banks in Rela ­
tion to Publi c W elfare." Apart from his 
knowledge of the industry, Mr, R.ogers is 
we ll - informed on bankin g pract ices. 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY 
(Incorporated in California) 

Balance S h eet, D ecember 31, 1931 

ASSETS 

Plant Prop erties and Franchises 

Securities Owned 

C u rrent A ssets: 

Cash on hand and in ba nks 

Cash on deposit with affiliated company 

Notes receivable . 

Accounts receivable, less reser ve • 

Materia ls and supplies (at :lver:tge cos t ) 

Total current assets • 

• 

Deferred Charges: 

Unamortized bond discount :lI1d expense 

Prepaid t:lXCS, insu rance, and rents 

Miscellaneous • • 

T otal deferred charges • 

Toral 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CERTIFICATE 
Sovn-1ERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

$ 776,95 2.15 

1,177 ,1 46.27 

65,425.04 

1,770,820. 12 

727,8 18.69 

• • 

$1,6 18,270 .33 

38,263 .24 

70,205 .98 

• • • 

$64,64 3,280.05 

42,287.50 

4,5 18, 162.27 

1,726,739 . 55 

. $70,930,469 .37 

We have examined your accou nts for t he yea r ended December 3 1, 193 1, and in ou r 
opinion t he above bala nce sheet and t he accompanying statemen ts of income and surplus 
se t forth, respect ively, your financ ial condition at December 31, 193 1, and the resul ts of 
your operations for the year ended that date. 
Los Angeles, March 11, 1932 . HAS KI NS & SELLS. 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY 
(Incorporated in California) 

Balance Sheet, December 31, 1931 

LIABILITIES 
Capital Stock: 

PREFERRED: 

6 % cumulative-old series (authorized, 
160,000 shares of $2 5.00 each; out­
standing, 159,692 shares) . 

6% cumulative-Series A (authorized, 
2,240,000 shares of $2 5.00 each; 
outstanding, 22,268 shares) 

Collections on instalment sales-264 shares 

Total preferred capital stock 

Common (authorized, 1,600,000 shares of 
$2 5.00 each; outstanding, 352,000 shares) 

Total Capital stock. 

Funded Debt . • 

Current Liabilities: 
Accounts and wages payable 
Dividends payable . 
Accrued bond interest . 

• 

Accrued taxes, including Federal income 

Total current liabi lities 

Consumers' Deposits: 
Guaranty 
Construction 

• • 
• 

Total consumers' deposits. 

Reserves: 
Depreciation and depletion of properties 
Insurance . 
Contingencies 
Miscellaneous 

• 

• 

Total reserves 

Premium on Common Capital Stock 

Surplus • • • • 

Total 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

· $3,992,300.00 

• 

556,700.00 
5,694.02 

$4,554 ,694.02 

8,800,000 .00 

• 

• • 

· $ 613,052.00 
68,235.66 

445,266.68 
1,161,327.93 

• 

• 

• • • 

$ 214, 598.35 
1,345,102 .98 

· $17,040, 199:02 
849 ,121.77 

1.447,839.89 
203,025.24 

• 

• 

• 

• 

$13,354,694 .02 

27,316,000.00 

2,287,882.27 

1,559,70 1.33 

19,540, 185 .92 

2,400,000.00 

4,472.005.83 

· $7 0,930 ,469.3 7 

• 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY 

Statement of Income 

For the Years Ended D ecember 31, 1931 and 1930 

Oper:lt in g Re venues . • 

Operati ng Expenses and Taxes : 
Operati ng expenses and maintenance charges, 

including g:l.S purchases . 
Federal, state, and munic ipal taxes 

Income f rom Operations • 

Interest and Miscellaneous Non-Operating Income 

Gross Income . 

Less : 
Interest (exclusive of interest charged 

to construction ) . 
Amortizat ion of bond discount and expense 
Miscellaneous . 

T otal . 

Net T ncotnc before Providing for D epreciation, 
Depiction, and R etirements . • 

Provision for D eprec iat ion, Depletion, and Retirements 

Net Income • 

Year Ended December 31 , 
193 1 1930 

$15,956,58 1.73 

8,293 ,240.73 
1,672,666.62 

9,965 ,907.35 

5,990 ,674.38 

83,736.59 

6,074,410.97 

1,426,436.52 
63,511.37 
17 ,58 1.21 

1,507,529. 10 

4,5 66,88 1.87 

1,798,431.14 

$ 2,768 ,450.73 

$ 16,655 ,600.92 

8,74 1,556.00 
1,729 ,3 14.97 

10,470,870.97 

6, 184,729.95 

105,800.94 

6,290,530 .89 

1,33 1,799 .1 2 
52,59 1.1 2 
33,838.53 

1,41 8,228.77 

4,872 ,302. 12 

1,932,353 .07 

$ 2,9 39, 949.05 

Analysis of Surplus 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1931 

Surplus, January I, 193 1, as adjusted 

Surplus Credits: 
Net income for the year 
Construction advances forfeited 
Miscellaneous . 

Total 

Gross Surplus 

Surplus Charges: 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

Dividends on preferred and com mon stoc k 
Discount and expense on bonds retired 
M iscellaneous . 

Total • • 

Surpl us, December 3 1,1 931 • • 

• 

· $2,768,450.73 
271,949.43 

40,036.8 1 

· $2,736,707 .60 
887,910.09 

26,267.24 

• 

• 

. $ 5,042,453.79 

• 3,080,436.97 

$8, 122 ,89 0.76 

3,650,884.93 

$4,472,005 .83 
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NATURAL GAS AIDS CAN INDUSTRY 

, . 

INa recent motIOn picture, 
f ully clad in knight's armor, 

crane on to his charger. 

W ill Rogers, 
was lifted by 

"Any instruct ions, Sir?" his va let asked. 
" Yes," sa id \Vill, " don't sell American 

Can shorr!" 
A GAS NEWS reporter, accompanied by 

H. H . Foreman, Industr ial Sa les Engineer 
in the New Business Department of the Sou­
thern, toured the Los A ngeles plant of the 
American Can Company. At the end of the 
trip, he said, " Double check,Mr. Rogers!" 

Coffee cans, tuna cans, milk cans and 
sardine cans, pepper cans and large fi ve gal­
lon tins. Tins that rolled through overhead 
belts, into one line and out t he other at the 
cate of 300 per minute, large t ins in sma ller 
orders with del icately colored lithographed 
exteriors, hand soldered. A new shaped ti n 
to visualize to t he demanding public the 
popular Spanish tamale. A new designed 
m ilk can. Machines t hat tested for imper­
fections invisible to the naked eye. Men and 
girls who watched t heir machines with eagle 
like eyes and adjusted them with trained 
fingers. T hese were but a few of the im­
pressions gained by the two employees from 
the gas company. 

LARGE FAC TO RY 

Mach inery va lued at over a mi :lion dol ­
lars, is se t up at t he American Can Com ­
pany in Los Angeles, to take ca re of the 
canning needs of Southern Cal ifornia . The 
factory covers aproximately 50 acces of 
ground, and employs abo,ut 400 people dur­
ing a per iod of average production . There 
are seven buildings, including the office and 
warehouse. 

The sheet tin arrives from the east in 
small but heavy crates, each weighi ng from 
150 to 200 pounds. Each sheet is approxi­
mately 26 inches by 32 inches. The sheets 
are taken to the cutter, a machine consisting 
of two units, where t\VO cut s arc made wi t h 
one feeding. The strips of tin, cut to size, 
are taken to the body machine. This ma­
so arranged to g ive the maximum number of 
the can, cr imping the edge and soldering 
the seam . The "body" is now ready for 
the cap. 

C APS 

C aps for the tins are manufac tured at 
the opposite end of the fa c tory, t he body 
and the cap coming together in a single 
operation . Rough patterns for t he caps arc 

Left-Looking down a ba ttery of test ing machines. The workman is checkin g the machine by hand 
test inq one o f the rejected t ins . Right-Stacking the cans in a bin, preparatory to shipmen t . 



PA GE 12 
) 

Gas News APRi l . 1932 

< 

One of the Lithogrllph presses. where the t ins receive their colorful labels. Note how t he freshly 
prin ted sheets of tin go into the glls·fired oven for b ll king . 

first automatically cut from the sheets of 
tin by the stamping machines. The dies are 
so arranged to give the maximum number of 
caps from each shect, leaving a minimum 
wastagc. A second machine stamps out the 
caps from this pre-cut pattern. Contrary 
to popular belief, the ends of the cans are 
nOt soldered to the " body." A gasket ma­
chine applies a special fluid around a seam in 
the outer edge of the cap, this ac ting :lS a 
gasket in contact with the sides of the can. 

Only one end of the can is capped, t he 
other end being lef t open for the packer, 
who caps and seals the t in after he h~s filled 
it with his product. 

The "testing machine" is the last umt to 
ha ndle the can. In this machine the cans 
as they revolve on a large wheel, are filled 
with compressed air and temporarily scaled. 
Any ai r leaking fro m the ca n, causes it to 
be rejected, the perfect cans continu ing on 
the conveyor to the packing department. 

\Vith the object being to keep them clean 
and dustless, the cans are packed in both 
cardboard and paper containers. Spur tracks 
that bring f re ight cars to the warehouse 

door speed the tinS to Southern California 
packers. 

COLORFUL LABELS 
Possibly one of the most interesting sec­

tions of the factory is the Lithographing 
Department. Here labels are printed directly 
on the flat sheets of tin, before being sent 
to t he cutting machine. One, two, and three 
colors arc applied to the tin sheet , producing 
a brilliant and colorful label. These freshly 
printed sheets are baked in a long, gas fired 
oven, and then varnished. The accurate 
controlability of natural gas is a decided 
advantage in this important operation. 

Coffee tins are different in that they are 
capped on the top and left open on the 
bottom. The packer fills through the bot­
tom of the can, the caps being supplied by 
the can company along with the tins. The 
little metal key that is fa stened to the lid of 
your vacuum packed tin of coffee is welded 
to the lid before it is stamped on the can. 

EMPLOYEES ' SUGGES TIONS 

\'Vith an effort to constantly improve the 
machines, the company more than welcomes 
new ideas and suggestions from their em-
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ployees. It is interesting to note that most 
of the machines and their improvements 
have been developed by the employees them­
selves. In line with new developments, is 
the constant check of the desires and whims 
of the buying public. The public is fickle; 
sardines can not successfully be sold in 
anything but a flat, rectangular tin. As was 
pointed out before, tamales are now to be 
marketed in a tamale shaped tin container. 
The public is visual minded! 

Efficiency is outstanding throughout the 
factory. Wastage is reduced to a minimum. 
Trimmings are automatically segregated as 
they fall from the stamping machines, the 
larger scraps being sent up stairs for manu­
facture into smaller sizc lids, such as tops 
for spice cans, and the finer trimmings be­
ing baled and sent to the San Francisco 
plant and de-tinned. A ll cans are constantly 
checked and inspected in order that they 
cxactly measure up to specifica tions, An 
inspector goes from one machine to another 
with his measuring instruments in hand and 
his "weather eye" open. All cans are auto­
matically marked with an identification 
stamp of the factory. The plant is a model 
of orderliness. 

N atural gas from the lines of the Sou­
thern plays an importan t part in the fac ­
tory of the American Can Company, being 
used to fire most of the soldering units, and 
in the large bake ovens of the lithographing 
dcpartment. 

CALIFORNIA FORESTS PAY 
DIVIDENDS 

THE national forests of California have rc­
I turned to the State and counties a total 

of $4,3 11 ,456, to and including the fiscal 
year 1931, in lieu of taxes on Government 
owned lands within the national forests. 
This represents 25 per cent of the gross 
revenues derived by the U. S. Forest Service 
from the sale and use of resources within the 
national forests. An additional $1,6 29,161, 
or tcn per cent of the revenues, has been 
spent in co-operation with thc State and 
counties for construction and improvement 
of trails and secondary roads within the 
forests, not including co-operative assis tance 
on forest highways which are part of the 
State highway system. This makcs a total 

Above- Th e formin g mach ine, where the flat pieces 
of ti n life formed, crimped, ~ nd soldered. Below, 
the presses to the right cut ou t the roug h patterns 
for t he ca ps from the flat sheets of tin. The 
presses to the left stamp out the caps from the 
paHe rn s. A stack of the patterns ma y be seen 

to t he le ft . 

sum of $5,940,617 returned to California by 
the Forest Service. This is the largest return 
received by any State, the second larges t 
being Oregon which has received a tota l of 
$3,784,861. The average annual return to 
California from the national forests, includ­
ing all road work, recreation facilities, and 
indirect benefits, exceeds by $3 46,000 the 
annual taxable value of Government lands 
administered by the Forest Servicc. 

A T the British Industries Fair, which was 
r\ held at Birmingham from February 
22 nd to March 4th, therc was an exhibit of 
gas equipment which was said to constitute 
a record in the history of the gas industry. 
Leading British makers sent their latest 
products. Many full-scale working models 
were included in the exhibit. 
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CO-OPERATIVE RANGE SALE PLANNED 

A s t his is written, leading dealers, manu ­
r\. facturers of gas ranges doing business 
in Southern C alifornia, and the gas com­
panies with headquarters in Los Angeles are 
about to engage in a co-operat ive sale of 
modern ranges, The sale wi ll continue for 
nine shopping days, from March 28th to 
April 6th , As far as known, this undert :l k-
109 IS u nprecedented in t he merchandising 
of gas appliances, 

t he advantages and conven iences of the new 
natural gas ranges, and to give to business 
generally a needed stimulus. 

The feature of the sale is a trade- in allow­
ance on the old range amount ing to twenty 
per cent of t he purchase price of a new and 
modern natural gas range, The objec t of 
the sale is th reefold: to replace a large num­
ber of out-of-date and inefficien t ranges with 
modern ranges, to call to the at tent ion of 
the public, in a str iki ng and f orceful way, 

Extensive newspaper advertising of t he 
sale wi ll be done by the th ree gas com panies 
jointl y and by them individually, T wenty­
four sheet range posters, now being dis­
played at approximately one h u ndred fi ft y 
outdoor locat ions, will be posted with 
streamers announcing the sale. Attract ive 
window posters, counter cards, and other 
ad vert ising materia l wi ll be furnished wi th­
out charge to dealers by the gas compalli~s , 
Ma ny dea lers and manufac turers are plan ­
ning extensive adver t ising. Every indicat ion 
points to successful accomplishmen t of the 
objecti ves of the co-operat ive sale. 
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HEMET SERVICE EXTENDED 

TH E following news item was clipped from 
the Hemet News: 
" Residents of ''X'est Florida and other 

western sections of the city will soon be 
served with natural gas. \Vork of laying 
four-inch mains as fa r west on F lorida as 
Lyon street was star ted this week by the 
Southern California Gas Company. 

" This is the major extension project un­
dertaken by the gas company in Hemet in 
t he past two years. It is understood that 
the gas company is endeavoring to sign up 
as many prospective consumers as possible 
before actually laying the new mains, so that 
property line connections may be made at 
the same time the mains are placed below 
ground. 

"The extension of the gas mains will 
afford service to a large area of the city 
which h as heretofore been without the con­
venience of natural gas." 

NATURAL GAS SERVICE FOR 
SAN DIEGO 

CONSTRUCTION of a 12 -inch pipe line from 
Huntington Beach to La Jolla, roughly 

seventy-five miles, by So~thern Counties Gas 
Company is scheduled to start next month 
provided present plans can be carried 
through. The work wi ll cost approximately 
$1,000,000 and will furnish natural gas for 
San Diego and its surrounding territory. TI1C 

project is scheduled to be completed by 
September. 

When finished it wi ll mean that from near 
the Mexican border to with in 250 m iles of 
the Oregon state line the statc of California 
wi ll be receiving natural gas from its gas and 
oil fields for domes tic and commercial uses. 

At presen t natural gas is being supplied as 
far south as Sa n Clemente. The size of the 
pipe line furnishing the area south of Hunt­
ington Beach to San C lemente is too small , 
however, to handle the amount figured 
necessa ry for the San Diego territory, which 
is covered by the pipe lines of the San Diego 
Consolidated Gas and Elect ric Company as 
fa r north as Oceanside. 

At a recent California Railroad Commis­
sion hearing on the question of rates and 
services, thc company was given option to 
serve natural gas to the city. San Diego 
strongly urged scrvice of natural gas. 

N egotiations with Southern Counties Gas 

Company resulted in an agreement to de­
li ver gas to La Jolla. From that point into 
San Diego and then out agai n over its t erri­
tory, the San Diego Company will carry the 
natural gas furnishe d by Basin, Coastal, 'and 
San Joaquin Valley fields. 

San Diego is the last large potential 
market in the state not now served by nat­
ura l gas, and with the new service over 95 
per cent of California domestic custome rs 
will enjoy this high heat natural product. 

BAKERY ENGINEERS MEET 

OUR Company was well represented at a 
meeting of the Bakery Engineers' Asso­

ciation, held March 3rd in the auditorium 
of the Van de Kamp bakery. George H. 
Heckler of the Hotel and Restaurant Divi­
sion presided; talks were given by C . M. 
Grow, Manager of the New Business De­
partment, R . M. Bauer, Gas Supervisor and 
Office Engineer, and E. M. DeRemer, In­
dustrial Engineer; W. P. Dawe, Safety Su­
pervisor, showed and explained a motion 
picture entitled, "Meeting the Gas Industry." 

The Junior National Con vention of the 
assoclatlQn will be held in June, in Los 
Angeles. 

RADIANT HEAT TRAVELS FAST 

EL ECTROMAGNETIC waves, whether light, 
hcat, radio or the newly discovered Cos­

m ic rays, travel at the astounding speed of 
186,300 miles per second. Multipl ied by 
3,600-the number of seconds in an hour­
and we ha ve a speed beyond human com­
prehension. 

Nothing in all creation seems to travel 
faster. The flash of light from a powerful 
searchlight and the heat emitted by the 
radiant gas furn ace in an industrial fur­
nace travel through space at identically the 
same speed. 

Radiant heat, like all the electromagnetic 
waves, travels in straight lines. It can pass 
through a perfect vacuum without apparent 
loss. O ne of t he most impressive examples 
is the radiation of heat from the sun through 
nearly ninety-three million miles of vir tua lly 
perfect vacuum. 

T ests have proved that t he favorite color 
of women is red, with viole t as their second 
choice. Men like blue, vio let, and green, 
in the order named. 
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A T the Olympic Games this summer re­
~ now ned athle tes from all the world will 
meet in contest. The difference between 
success and fai lure will be measured in frac­
tions of seconds and in inches. Those who 
"also run" will be almost as good as the 

. 
WInners, 

In business we can do our jobs ordinarily 
wel l and run along with the crowd. Or we 
can do them just l li t tle better lnd be 
champions. There is an "almost as good" 
way to t ype a let ter, accept payment for a 
bill, install an appliance, or answer a tele­
phone. And there is a "champion" way. In 
every line of endeavor, those who are cham­
pions seem to feel that the necessary ext ra 
effort is worth while. 

A TRAGIC amount of the distress of the 
past two years has been caused by men 

who were not faithful to their trusts. But 
these men were not solei y responsible for 
their defalcations. Theirs acts were, in a 
measure, the reflection of popular thinking. 

In our school s, our literature, and our 
newspapers, personal ambit ion has been ex­
tolled and success has been measured by the 
bank account until we have almost com­
pletely forgotten that our national welfare 
depends upon character. Our business struc ­
ture rests on credit, and credit rests on con­
fidence, and confidence res t s on integrity. 

The stability of our Nation depends upon 

intangible ideals, not upon factory produc­
tion, the export of wheat, or the condition 
of the stock market. When men like Lin­
coln are our national idols, the Nation is 
safe; when men of ruthless selfishness are 
our popular heroes, the Nation is headed to­
ward disaster. All the legislation that can 
be enacted and all the bank balances t hat 
can be piled up won't change t his simple 
fact . 

IN TEGR IT Y is more than abs tention from 
stealing and lying; it is a willingness and 

des ire to give fu ll va lue for value received. 
Morally there is little difference between the 
criminal and the person who through legal 
means tries to get something for nothing. 

It is much easier to point to a fault than 
it is to find the cause or to sugges t a remedy. 
But there is something wrong with our 
schools if they graduate men and women 
whose code is " It's all right if you can get 
away with it." 

W· B. STOREY, President of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe, told the Adver­

tising C lub of Los Angeles that before the 
war the railroads were headed toward gov­
ernment ownership, but that after they had 
been managed for two years by the govern­
ment, the people were glad to see them 
returned to private hands. Mr. Storey told 
of government owned barge lines in the 
East which, although they pay no taxes and 
are operated in government constructed 
waterways, are considerably in the red. The 
defici t, t he speaker stated, must be made up 
out of taxes. 

The California earnings of the Santa Fe, 
sa id Mr. Storey, were last year several hun­
dred dollars less per mi le of line than the 
taxes paid. The fig ures he quoted were ap­
proxima tel y as follows: Earnings, $1,200 
per mile, Taxes, $1,500 per mile. 

Since the \Vorld War, Mr. Storey sta ted, 
the railroads of the Nation have spent ap­
prox imately seven billion dollars on im­
provements and betterments. O ne of the 
problems of the railroads is to meet the 
competition of truck and bus lines which 
operate on publicly owned highways and 
without government regulat ion as to rates 
and service. Steamship lines which use the 
governmen t owned Panama Canal are also 
serious competitors of the railroads. 
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I HAVE before me a copy of what I must 
assume are more or less confidential in ­

structions to its representatives from one of 
the largest, if not the largest, manufacturer 
of electric ranges in the country. It begins: 

\Ve arc frequently asked to assist in meet­
ing the alleged competition of gas-both 
manuf actured and natural-when the sell ­
ing of- ranges is involved. Our initial work 
is usually direc ted toward the es tablishment 
of an electric cooking consciousness. Just 
as it is easier to control an acti ve boy, if he 
is given something new to think about, 
rather, than tell him not to think about the 
old, so we all as individual s can forget our 
misinformation, or incomplete information, 
much more easily if we have positive, ag­
g ressive, and new information to t ake Its 
phce. 

You notice th at we speak of gas as an 
alleged competitor above, because, as one of 
our men has aptly put it, the gas range is a 
subst itute for, and not a competitor of the 
electric range. 

AIN'T THAT SOMETHING? 

But mark this. This document refers to 
a recent test made at Purdue University on 
the therm al efficiency of all kinds of fuel 
showing the following: 
Electric 
Gas 
Gasoline 
Coal 
Kerosene 

• 

. . . . . 
.. 83.3 % 

. 51.0 70 
40.3 % 

5.3 % 
33.5 % 

Okay! But why didn't Mr. Range Manu­
facturer tell the complete story ? Only half 
of it is very misleading (as is the w hole se t 
of instructions for that matter ) . 

The above Purdue tests arc described in 
Purdue University Bulletin No. 339, en­
titled " Fuels Used for Cooking Purposes in 
Indiana Rural Homes." On page 27 there 
is a comparison of the costs (Table XII ) 
showing the amount of fuel consumed in 
preparation of a meal with these same fuel s. 
It's a different story. Look at It. 
Kerosene .... .. . $ .14 pe r ga l. . . . ... $0 .027 
Gasoline ... . ... . 17 pe r ga l. .. . 0.031 
Coal .... . . .. 7.50 per ton . . 0.040 
El ect r icity ..... .03 per K.W.H. . . . .. . . 0.064 
Artifi cial Gas .. . 1. 50 per M. (550 B.t .u.) 0.037 

Nut{ sed! 

In my time I've sold .a thousand and more 
electric ranges. There's nothing better where 

gas service is not available, but I never felt 
it necessary to use half-truths and false in­
ferences to do the job. I wish there was 
room to print the entire th ing. I'll be glad 
to send copies on reques t , however. 

If this is a sample of wha t's coming when 
the " million t his year" campaig n gets go­
ing, it is time that the gas business started 
to organize to protect both its load and the 
publi c which seems too prone to fall for 
any thing because it's electric.- T ouchstone 
in G(/S A ge- R ecord. 

PLA NS for a nation-wide Mother 's Day 
Campaign to obtain better m,aternity 

care for expectant mothers are taking con­
crete form among women's clubs, church 
and civic organizations, health departments, 
medical societies , and nursing g roups, ac­
cording to details w hi ch have been made 
public by the Maternity Center A ssociation, 
1 East 57th Street , N ew York City. 

Last year the Campaign sponsored by the 
Association culminated in a meeting of 
prominent citizens which included Mrs. 
H erbert Hoover, Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt. 
Sr., Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh and many of 
the most eminent physicians of the country. 
They voiced an indignant protest against 
the high maternity death rate in this coun­
try, and demanded America provide its 
mothers with more adequate maternity care, 
by means of which, authorities maintain, 
10,000 of the 16,000 mothers who die an­
nually in childbirth could be saved. 

Mrs. John Sloane, president of the Ma­
ternity Center A ssociation, ·in a recent letter 
expresses surprise that the campaign last year 
interes ted fully as many men as women, and 
indicated that special efforts arc to be made 
in 1932 to awaken prospective fathers to 
the fact that a well baby and a healthy 
mother require more than simply to let 
nature take its course. 

HThe Maternity Center Association," 
sta tes Mrs. Sloane, "will be glad to help local 
organizations everywhere to call the atten­
tion of their communities to the vital need 
f or adequate maternity care. Mother's Day 
is Sunday, May 8th. Material for speeches, 
programs for women's clubs, outlines f or 
church services and other helps for local 
campaigns are available free of charge to 
anyone interes ted in improving conditions in 
their locality." 
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• WEATHER PROFITS 

liTHE weather man says it is going to be 
fair, s6 you had better take your um­

brella." Colonel H. B. Hersey, Meteorologist 
of the Los Angeles office of the Weather 
Bureau, smilingly quoted this hoary wheeze 
which, like so many of our fami liar sayings, 
is founded on misinformation. 

For countless centuries soothsayers have 
attempted to foretell the weather, and in al­
most every locality there is at least one indi­
vidual who has gained a measure of fame 
for his alleged ability to predict the weather 
by the feel of his bones, the appearance of 
the sky, or the books of his ancestors. But 
great industries whose profits depend upon 
a foreknowledge of the weather look to the 
scientists of the Weather Bureau for their 
information. Meteorology, the science which 
treats of the heat, moisture, winds, and 
storms of the atmosphere, is the baby of the 
sciences, explained Colonel Hersey. When 
astronomy was twenty times older than 
meteorology is now, astronomers believed 
that the sun revolved around a stationary 
earth. A meteorologist is in no sense a 
" weather prophet." He is an investigator, 

• 

seeking to discover, by observation of phe­
nomena and study of the limited records 
existing, the laws which control weather. 
His forecasts are based on a scientific inter­
pretation of the available information. The 
\'Veather Bureau is not infallible, but a care­
ful check of its foreca sts with the weather 
for the periods covered shows a verification 
of between eighty-five and ninety per cent! 
Undoubtedly the meteorologist will in time 
be able to forecast weather with the same 
accuracy with which an astronomer today 
calculates the occurrence of an eclipse. 

A VETERAN 

Colonel Hersey is a veteran of the Bureau, 
having given forty-nine years to it. His 
career has been one of unusual interest, and 
of valuable service to science and to his 
country. He helped Roosevelt to organize 
the Rough Riders and was a major in that 
organization. He has held the post of Ad­
jutant General. In 1906-07 he was a mem­
ber of a party which attempted to reach 
the North Pole by dirigible. The base camp 
of the party was located within five hundred 
miles of the pole. During the World War, 
Colonel Hersey was in charge of the tram­
ing of all American balloon pilots. 

The work of the Weather Bureau began 
in 1870 as a function of the Signal Service 
of the War Department. In 1891 the 
Weather Bureau of the Department of Agri-

Left- I nstrument tower o f t he Los A ngeles Office of the W eo!lther Bureo!lu. Righ t - Recordin g i nstrument 
in th e office of the Bureau which records tempe r1!ture, wind veloc i t y lind d irection , rainf1!lI, a nd 

d uration o f sunligh t. 
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Te letyp ewrit e r on which weathe r rep ort s for the 
g uid ance of aviat ion are sent and rece ived. 

culture was organized, and the Signal Serv­
Ice was relieved of its meteorological duties. 

FORECASTS AND MAPS 

Probably the Bureau is best known for 
its daily forecasts and weather maps. These 
are based upon observations of weather con­
ditions taken daily at eight a.m. and eight 
p.m., seventy-fifth meridian time, at ap­
proximately three hundred stations in the 
United States, Canada, Alaska, and the West 
Indies, supplemented by reports from ships 
at sea and from other countries. Telegraphic 
reports of these observa tions are sent 
promptly to the central office at Washing­
ton, D.C., and to forecasting centers. Ex-­
perts interpret the observa tions and chart 
them. Within two hours, forecasts are tele­
graphed to nearly two thousand principal 
distributing points, where they are further 
disseminated by telegraph, telephone, radio, 
and mail. 

Weather maps are mailed directly after 
the morning forecast is dispatched. Solid 
lines on these maps, called " isobars," are 
drawn through points that have the same 
a tmospheric pressure. Dotted lines, called 
"isotherms," are drawn through points that 
have the same temperature. The direction 
of the wind at each stat ion is indicated. The 
state of the weather is shown by symbols. 
The centers of areas of low pressure, or gen­
eral storms, are indicated on the map by the 
word "low" and the centers of areas of high 
pressure are marked by the word "high." 

MOVEMENT OF STORMS 

As far as we here are concerned, low pres-

sure or storm centers always move in a gen­
eral direc tion from west to east. These areas 
range in diameter from seven hundred to 
fifteen hundred miles. Winds blow spirally 
inward, counter-clockwise, toward and 
around the center of a low area, and from 
the center of a high area they blow spirally 
outward, clockwise. Low areas are generally 
warm and stormy, while high areas are gen­
erally clear and cold. Some experience and a 
consideration of other factors are, of course, 
necessary to forecast weather conditions with 
a fair degree of accuracy, but these few 
suggestions will make the daily weather 
maps more interest ing to those who are not 
already familiar with them. 

The meteorological work of the govern­
ment was intended originally as a protection 
to navigation. The resolution of the House 
of Representatives, which in 1870 author­
ized the work, instructed the Secretary of 
War to provide for "giving notice on the 
nor thern lakes and on the seacoast, by rnag-

.. 

~ . 

Roin gauge on t he roof of th e C en tra l Buil d ing , 
Sixth an d Mai n stre et s, Los Ang eles . Throu gh th e 
ope n door of t he ga uge can be se en th e cup wh ich 
fills, t ips. a nd sends an e lectrical message to the 
recording instrument. Amount of ra infa ll is checked 

in th e tube shown below th e gauge. 
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netic telegraph and marine signals, of the 
approach and force of -storms." Today storm 
warnings are displayed at more than four 
hundred points along the Pacific, A tlantic, 
and Gulf coasts and the shores of the Great 
Lakes. During recent years few storms of 
danger to maritime interests have occurred 
for which warnings have not been issued at 
least twelve hours in advance. 

Another valuable service of the \Veather 
Bureau is to the commerce of the air. The 
Department of Commerce su pervises the 
transmiSSion of airways reports, which arc 
made by leased teletype lines, These reports 
cover general co nditions of air and weather. 

SERVICE TO FRUIT GROWERS 

Fruit growers of California owe a great 
debt to the Weather Bureau, Tn the Pacific 
States are some four million orchard heaters 
in use, in the operat ion of wh ich the growers 
depend largely upon t he Bureau's warnings. 
California's annua l citrus crop is estimated 
to be worth approximately one hundred mil­
lion dollars, and more than a hundred thou­
sand citizens depend upon it for their liveli­
hood. The sa fety of this industry rests to 
a very considerab le extent upon bulletins 
issued by the Weather Bureau. Rain fore­
casts are of especial value in the raisin g row­
ing sections of California , as the crop while 
drying is extremely susceptible to injury by . 
rain, 

Radio is now indispensable in the func­
tioning of the Bureau's services. There are 
now about t hree hundred broadcasting sta­
tions co-operating with the Bureau. Fore­
casts are broadcast from these stat ions at 
least once daily. W'arnings of cold waves or 
of approaching dangerous weather are sent 
out when received. 

BENEFITS TO GAS INDUSTRY 

The natural gas industry of Southern 
California is materially assisted by the 
Weather Bureau in preparing for the sudden 
changes in t em perature which are typical of 
this sec tion. Not only are the daily weather 
maps stud ied by company engineers who 
are trained to interpret them, but special 
reports are obtained from the Bureau by 
telephone. At any time, information may be 
secured as to weather conditions, present 
and expected, in any sect ion served by the 
company. 

On the roof of the Central Building at 
Sixth and Ma in streets are the instruments 
of the Los Angeles office of the \Veather 
Bureau. These include wind velocity and 
direction indicators, thermometers, sunshine 
indicator, and rain gauges. They are elec­
trically connected wi th recordi ng inst ru­
ments in the office of the Bureau, scveral 
floors below. 

During the past winter we have been 
more interested in the rain ga uge than in 
any other instrument. As rain fall s into the 
gauge, it fills a small cup which in the ac­
companying photograph may be seen 
through the open door of the gauge. This 
cup is accurately balanced so that when it 
has received one-hundredth of an inch of 
rain, it tips and empties itself in to the reser­
voir below. In tipping it makes an electrical 
contact w hich sends a message to the record­
ing instrument in the office. After a storm, 
the reservoir is drained into the tube which 
is shown under the gauge in the photograph. 
In this tube the depth of water is multiplied 
ten times, and an accurate checking measurc­
ment is made. 

The other instrum.ents, with the excep­
tion of the sunshine ind ica tor, arc more or 
less familiar, The sunshine indicator is a 
little device which accurately measu res the 
duration of sunl ight, and which faithfu lly 
sends its messages to the recording instru­
ment in the office, 

WEATHER PROFITS 

\Ve cannot control the weather. We have 
to take it as it comes. But our lives have 
been made much safer and our incomes im­
measurably more sec ure by the scient ists of 
the Weather Bureau who are able to tell us, 
with a high degree of accuracy, the weather 
that may be expected. They have trans­
formed many of our weather hazards into 
weather profits. 

"One of the moSl seriou s brakes upon returnJllg 

p rosperity, one of the man y causes of our p resent 

situation , and o ne of the factors which must be 

considered in any genera l movement toward better 

thittgs, is the fear of further infiltration of govern ­

menul dictation into the life and labors of the 

Ame rican people." C. E. GROESBECK 

Presidellt , Electric BOll d uud 

Shurr COII/PUIlY. 

, 
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HERE CALIFORNIA'S PROGRESS BEGAN 

ON Lankershim Bouleva rd opposite Uni­
versal C ity is a tiny park , usually un­

noticed by the hurrying travele r. It was 
at this place that John C . Fremont and 
Andres Pi co, on J anuary 13th, 1847, signed 
the trea ty, somet imes called the "Cah uenga 
Capitulat ion," wh ich ended the ru le of Mex­
ico in California. Since that date there have 
been no military battles on Cali fornia soil. 

R ober t G lass Cleland, eminen t Cali fo rnia 
historian, says that as t he resul t of that 
treaty : "Cities were to spring up where 
sleepy pueblos h ad prev iously stood. The 
untouched resources of the generous earth­
its mines , its forests, its leagues of unc ulti ­
va ted soil-were to be made to serve the 
needs of all mankind. A new day was about 
to dawn on the Pacific slope." 

But today there is little about Campo de 
Cahuenga-with its adobe walls, its lazy 
fountain, and its drooping pepper trees- to 
remind the vis itor that here California's 
progress began. Instead, perversely, there 
seems to have lingered within its walls 
something of the languorous spirit of old 
Mexico. 

WINTER SPORTS FOR THIS 
SUMMER 

Two locali t ies in the national forests now 
have plenty of raw m aterial for win ter 

sports in the summer of 1932, according to 
reports received by S. B. Show, regional 
fores ter for California. The high coun try 
in the Shasta National Forest , which cul­
minates in Mt. Shasta at an eleva tion of 
14, 16 1 feet, and the Palisade Glac ier country 
at the head of Big Pine Creek in the Inyo 
National Forest are two localities accessible 
to motorists. The supervisor of the Inyo 
Forest reports that there are now drifts from 
45 to 50 feet deep at T win Lakes near Mam­
moth with many buildings entirely buried. 
On the Mammoth Summit above Twin Lakes 
on the Sierra Divide, the snow was too deep 
fo r measurement as the apparatus could only 
reach to a depth of 1 5 feet. Forest officers 
fear that buildings at Mammoth may be 
crushed by the weight of the snow which is 
reported to be packed tightly by two days of 

Campo de C ah ue ng o, where t he "C oh ue ng o C a p­
itula ti on" was signed, J anu ory 13t h, 1847. by John 

C. Fremont o nd Andre s Pi co . 

rain in February. There is a possibility, ac­
cording to the rangers, that some of the 
trans-Sierra trails wi ll not be free of snow 
this summer. 

Fifteen per cent of t he farms in the 
United States have gas engi nes for farm 
work, and 4.l per ce nt have elec tr ic motors, 
accordi ng to census figures recen tl y made 
public by the Department of Commerce. 
Fifty-eight per cent of the farm s in the 
country have automobiles. 

Biscuits mixed, cut, and ready to bake 
have been introduced. The housewife can 
keep t hem in her gas refrigerator until mea l 
ti me, place them in t he oven of her gas 
n nge for ten or fi fteen m inutes, and they 
are ready to se rve. 

Savings deposits in the Pacific states gained 
S 17,000,000 during the year ending June 
30, 1931, although national totals declined. 
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NATURAL GAS JOINS THE BAND 

THEIR factory is a simple, inconspicuous, 
two story, red brick building, standing 

just off \Vashington Boulevard, on Raymond 
Street in Los Angeles. There arc no tall 
stacks, noisy machinery, or large steam 
boilers. The employees are not working on 
a quantity- per minute basis; are not rushed 
for time. They are a group of craftsmen 
with the sole objec t of making the best 
trombone and cornet poss ible. And in mak­
ing these fine band instruments, the F. E . 
Olds and Son organization has found natural 
gas an important part of the process. Be­
sides heat treat ing parts of the instruments 
and specially made tools in natural gas fired 
f urn aces, two gas fired torches were recentl)' 
installed in the factory by the New Busi ness 
D epartment of our Company. 

From the east comes german silver tubing 
and sheets of flat brass. From th is material 

the company builds and brings to perfec­
tion the entire instrument. Trombones and 
cornets are made exclusively in the small 
plant. A special department is operated to 
repair :l.Ild service band instruments. 

CARE IN DETAILS 

Exactness is poss ibl y the most important 
factor in the manuf:tcturing process for the 
workmen use their micrometers to measure 
thousandths of an inch. The first step in 
the bui ld ing of the trombone is the drawing 
of the tubing to its r ight length, width, and 
thickness. A machine draws it out, the 
same as we might stretch a rubber hose. 
The simile is not perfect, however, for the 
st retching of the metal tubing is a much 
slower process ! 

The tubes that m ake the trombone " slide" 
must fit to a frac t ion of a hair, for the 

Upper left- Drilling the v"lves for a cornet. Right-Dr"wing thE: ' tub jng to its proper size. l ower left­
making the " bell" by spin nin g it on "mendril. Right-assembling the small p"rts. 
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Left- Ann e051ing the " bells" In a gas -fired fu rnoce. 

suc tion of the one tube inside the other must 
hold the slide in place. A man who is ex­
pert in this one thing,-the straighten ing of 
rhe tube,- secs to it that it is perfect. A 
GAS NEWS reporter watched him :l.t work. 
A thin hair was placed under a tube lyi ng 
on a flat steel surface. When the ha ir jerked 
out, the tuhe could be heard as it hit the 
surface of the steel plate. That tuhe was 
st raight! If the tllbe had not been perfectly 
straight, the man wou ld have worked it 
with his hands, ;lnd by some clever twist 
brought it inco line. 

"B ELLS " FROM SHEET BRASS 

The bell of the cornet or trombone is 
spun over a mandril, different size mandrils 
producing bells of different diameters. They 
arc then hand scraped, to give them tone. 
To take out any st resses and strains the bell s 

• 

Right- Silver soldering with ~ ga s-fired torch. 

arc an nea led in a natural gas fired oven. 
In the assembling of the inst rument, the 

solde ring must be of the highest qual ity. 1n 
order to produce strength, light ness, and 
rigidity, the highest grade materia ls, tools, 
:'lI1d solder, must be used. Two natu ral gas 
fired torches are used with a special sterl ing 
silver and brass solder. Ordinary soldering 
with the common solder of lead and tin 
would nOt withstand the constant hanrl!ing 
to which a musical instrument is subjected. 
A "one piece instrument" is the result of 
this careful soldering process. 

The final st eps in the m aking of a fi ne 
trombone or cor net, is its engraving and 
burnishing. Beautiful designs are carefully 
engraved across the bell or over the enti re 
instrument. The more expensive instrumen ts 
:lre hand burn ished. T his process is an un ­
usually slow one, for the worker must rub 

Left- Th e engraver putting a design on the "bell" of a nearly completed cornet. Right-The burnishe r's 
job is a slow one . Note how small is the point of his burnishing tool. 
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the blade of his burnishing tool over thc 
enti re surface of the instrumcnt, Slowly 
:lnd surely :lS he works thc highlights stand 
ou t and the instru ment takes on :l mirror­
like nn ish. A nd when the burnisher sets 
t he instrument aside, it is com pleted,-soon 
to reach t he hands of an appreciative musi-

, 
c lan. 

FEDERATED WOMEN'S 
CLUBS ENTERTAINED 

A P P ROX IMATE L Y one hundred and twenty 
r\. women of the Federated \'(Iome n's 
C lubs were recent guests of the Natural C .1S 

Bureau a t the Architects Building, 5th and 
Figueroa Streets, Los Angeles. E. A. Kern, 
Sal es Supervisor, represented the Southern 
California Gas Company, and act ing as ho; t 
to!d the ladies of the functions of the Na­
cural Gas Burea u and the willingness and 
desire of the local gas companies to co-oper­
ate with t he c ustomers in the solution of 
their appliance problems. 

Following the delicious luncheon, served 
by the Elite Catering Company, Miss J e3sica 
Taylor of the Los Angeles Gas and E lectric 
Corporatio n spoke to the group on " H ow to 
Select Modern Gas Equipment for the 
H ome." H er t alk was illustrated wit h lan­
tern slides, 

The Nacural Gas Bureau of Los Ange:es, 
composcd of the th ree gas companies, the 
Southern Ca lifornia Gas Company, the L03 
Angeles Gas and E lcctric Corporation, and 
the Southern Cou nties Gas C ompany, main­
tains a permanent exh ibi t of modern gas 
appliances at the Architects Build ing. 
Through the en te rt a i n i n g of different 
groups, such as the Federated \Women 's 
Cl ubs, t he Burea u Ius been able to tel l about 
the many advantages of natural gas and 
modern natura l gas applian ces. 

O n March 22, 19 12 , the Riverside Press 
said: " Southern Cal ifornia Gas Company is 
engaged in laying gas lines in Highgrove." 
The item was quoted just t wenty years later 
in their " Twice T old T ales." 

It is reported that the Pay ne F urnace and 
Suppl y Compa ny will build a one-story ad­
dition to their fac tory in Bcverl y Hills. 
Seven thousand feet of additiona l Aoor space 
will COSt approximately $7,000, it is stated. 

CITY RAILWAY IN RED 

SAN Francisco's Municipal R ailway ra n in 
the red $51I ,7J0 in 19 3 I. It w ill fall 

$626,900 short of the amOu nt necessary to 

mcct its req uirements in 1932. Rerout in g 
and wage economics can be made, however, 
which will save $ 196,000 a year and cut the 
1932 deficit to $430,900 , 

These figures were made known a few 
da ys ago in a report m ade by t he State 
Rai lroad C.omm iss ion to the San Fr:tl1 c isco 
Ib ard of Publi c \Works. 

The report advises tha t fares must be 
ra iscd or losses made up from year to year 
out of taxes. Taking money out of taxes 
may be justincd on the g round that thc rai l­
way " is a c ivic asset which produccs indirect 
and intangible benents to the taxpayer." 

The deprec iat ion fu nd is reportcd to be 
quitc insuffic ient to take C;tre of needed re­
pa irs and rcpbcemen ts. '' It w ill be neces­
sary," sa ys the Com mission, " for t he city to 
pro vide means of replenishing the deprecia­
tion fund or face the ;tlternat ive of seei ng 
the propcrty g r:tdu all y deteriorate to a con­
dition which will inevitably ser io usly impair 
the service." 

Li ke all uti ll t ies, the r;l ilway cannot stand 
st ill. It \v ill take more money to add to 
:t nd betrer its service in the ye:t rs to come. 
For the next five ye:trs the Com m ission csti ­
mHes the ra ilwa y wi ll requ il"e $712 ,000 for 
new car barn fa c ilities, new shops an d garage 
space, add itiona l motor coachcs al,,"1 lrack 
connec tions necessary for rerout ing ca rs and 
making connections with the Market Street 
Railway lines. 

In ;tddition there will be required during 
the n ve-year period $ 1,072,000 for replac ing 
worn -out cars and tracks, $ 514,770 for 
bond redem ption. 

\'<'hcre the new money will come from no 
one prCSUllles to say . To an outsider it looks 
like either increased fares, increascd taxes or 
a bon d issue.- P. C. {llld E. Prog rcH . 

Los Angeles Gas and Electric Corporation 
is pb nning the construction of an addi ­
t ional unit to their Seal Beach plant. The 
estim:tted cost of the project is said to be 
$3,500,000. 

T he largest oil refinery in the wor ld is in 
Curacao, Dutch \West Indics. It has a dail" 
capac ity of 295,000 (42 ga llon ) barrels. 
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DIVISIONAL MEETINGS INAUGURATED 

A T the February Department H ead Mcet­
r\ ing, F. J. Schafer, Vice-Presiden t in 
charge of Manufac ture, Distributio n, and 
Sales, an nou nced that such meetings would 
in future be limited to three or four a year, 
and that Di visional Meetings would be in­
augurated. 

The plan provides for eight meetings a 
year in each division, and all employees not 
on duty will be urged to attend. A prog ram 
will be arranged and a speaker provided by 
the Personnel Department. \V. P. Dawc, 
Safet y Supervisor, will attend all meetings 
and wi ll give a short tal k on safety. An 
executive of the Company from the Central 
O ffice w ill be present at all meet ings. On 
som e occasions he w ill be the spea ker, but 
ordinarily he wi ll be simply a guest. 

EASTERN 

At the Eastern Di vision meeting, 113 em­
ployees attended; H. C . McAllister, Division 
Manager, presided. Mr. Dlwe complimented 
the personnel on their safety record and 
urged continued co-operation . A motion 
picture, " Ad ventures in A laska," was ex­
hibited by Mr, Dawe, 

Lee Holtz, General Superintendent, Man­
ufacture and Distribution, as the principal 
speaker of the evening told of his journey 
t o the convention of the American Gas As­
sociation in Atlantic City, and of his inspec­
tion of various gas industries enrouee. The 
meeting adjourned at eight-fifey-five, and 
coffee and sa ndwi ches were served. 

SOUTHERN 

The meeting of the Southern Division was 
held March 16th at the Tamarind Street 
school in Compton, All employees of the 
division, except those who were on duty or 
ill, attended. ]. F. Murray, Division Man­
ager, chairman of the evening, directed at­
tention to the need of general education in 
the work and policies of the Company. Mr. 
Dawe gave an interesting ta lk on safety 
practices and exhibited a motion pIcture 
travelogue. 

Commercial developments of the gas in­
dustry were discussed by F . M. Banks, Gen­
eral Superintendent of Sales, and the oper­
ations of several large eastern companies 
recently visited by Mr. Banks were described. 

Guests of the evening, in add ition to the 
speakers were Mrs. Dawe and R . R. Black­
burn , Superv isor of Personnel, C laims, and 
Safety. After the meeting there were li gh t 
refreshments. 

BASI N 

Tuesday evening, March 15th, the Basin 
Di vision meeting was held in the South 
Whittier School, Santa Fe Springs, R . L. 
Cook, Acting Di vision Superi ntendent, pre­
sided. One hund red-three employees were 
in attendance. Mr. Dawe gave a short talk 
on safety and exhibited an entertaining mo­
tio n picture. TIle g uest speaker of the eve­
n ing was B. M. Laulhere, Superintendent of 
Co nstruction, Southern Fuel Compan y, who 
told of the production and transmiss ion of 
natu ra l gas, and of extensive construction 
recen tly compl eted. As is the usual pro­
cedu re, light ref reshments were served after 
the meeting. 

NORTHERN 

The Northern Divisional meeting was 
held Tuesday evening , March 22nd, Ap­
proximately one hundred fifty em ployees 
were present . S. C. Singer, Division Man­
ager, presided; E. H. \Vetlaufer, R ate and 
Apprai sal Engineer, was official guest from 
the Central Office, 

\Y! . P. Dawe, Safety Supervisor, spoke 
briefly on safety, stat ing that in reduction 
of accidents the Northern Division is first in 
t he sys tem with a record of 462 days wi th­
out a lost- t ime acc ident. H e ca lled atten­
tion to the fact that in 1931 our Company 
had the fi nest safety record on the Coast , 
and had been asked to lead in t he accident 
p revent ion program of the annua l conven­
tion in Spokane of the Pacific Coast Gas 
Association. An interes ting travel ogue mo­
tion pic ture was shown. 

R. R . Blackburn, Supervisor of Person­
nel, Cla ims, and Safety, was presented to the 
me~tll1g. 

Lee Holtz, Ge n e ral Superint e ndent, 
Ma nu facture and Di s tributi o n , was the 
speaker of the even ing. He told of the 
ed ucational program planned by the Com­
pan)' and of the classes in pu bl ic rela tion; 
and appliance ca re and adjustment which 
wi ll be instituted. His chief topic was the 
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convention of the American Gas Association 
he ld last fall in Atlantic City and an ac­
count of his inspection of various gas utili­
ties while enroute to and from the con­
ventIOn. 

In Boston, stated Mr. Holtz, there are 
21,000 gas refrigerators in use, and in New 
York City 120,000, with 6,000 being sold 
a month . He told of his visit to the fa ctory 
where E lectrolux gas refrigerators are manu­
fa c tured, and of experiments in air condi ­
tioning equipment being conducted there. 

Mr. Singer complimented the committee, 
composed of Mary Burr, R. F. O gborn, and 
\Valter Pieper, which arranged the meeting, 
and stated that the next meeting of the di ­
vision will be in charge of Anne Lang of 
Burbank, O . D. Smith of Van Nuys, :tnd 
Walter Pieper of Glendale. 

Refreshments were served after the meet-. 
1I1g. 

VENTURA 

On \Vednesday evening, March 23, the 
personnel of the Ventura Division met at 
the Athene C lub House, Ventura. Arthur 
B. Newby, Division Superintendent, in a 
brief address outlined the benefits to be de­
rived from such gatherings. Increased good­
fellowship within the organization, better 
understanding by employees of Company 
polic ies, and more thorough knowledge of 
sa fety practices were the good results antici­
pated by Mr. Newby. W. P. Dawe stressed 
the need for continuous co-operation to 
m:tintain the high safety record of our Com­
pany. This need w:ts emphasized by Mr. 
Newby as c1l:l.irman, and some specifi c di­
rections were given. An educational motion 
picture, " Meeting the Gas Industry," and a 
travelogue were displayed by Mr. Dawe. 

The offic ial g uest from the Ce ntral Office 
and the princ ipal speaker of the evening was 
E. Henderson, Assist:tnt General Superin­
tendent , Natural G:ts Production and Trans­
mission . Mr. Henderson told of the present 
and future sources of natural gas, and of 
the problems invo lved in transmission and 
meet ing peak demands. The h istory and fea­
tures of the Ventura A venue, Ket tleman 
Hills , Buena Vista, an d Elk Hill s fields were 
discussed by the speaker, and provisions for 
stor:tge to meet the peak dema nds of future 
winters were outlined. 

The chairman described tests of A. O. 

Smith enameled pipe, and Mr. Henderson 
stated that our Company was the first to 
expenment with this pipe. Light refresh­
ments were served after the meetmg. 

M I DWAY 

The Midway Division met Thursday eve­
ning, March 24th, in the Women's C lub 
Building, Taft. Mr. Dawe presided at the 
request of \V. C . Cameron, D ivision Super­
intendent. The chairman gave a short ta lk 
on safety, calling attention to the splendid 
safety record of our Company and the ob­
ligation which such leadership entails. 

F. ]. Schafer, Vice-President in charge of 
Manufacture, Distribution and Sales, was 
present as an official representative from the 
Central Office. J. H. Ragsdale, Industrial 
Engineer of the Midway Division, explained 
the var ious types of burners best adapted to 
natural gas, and described the types fre­
quently found in oil field installations. He 
stated that the cause of an industrial com­
plaint can often be traced to poor burner 
eqUIpment. 

A tr:tvelog ue motion pic ture was exhibited 
by Mr. Dawe. 

The relationship of employees to the pub­
lic was discussed by F. M. Banks, General 
Superintendent of Sales. The speaker stated 
that each employee should have a knowledge 
of the gas industry and our own Company 
so that questions can be answered intelli­
gently. Mr. Schafer closed the meeting by 
emphasi zing that the purpose of the Divi­
sion Meetings is educational, and that they 
afford a real opportunity to every employee. 
Refreshments were served after the meeting. 

SAN J OAQUIN VALL EY 

On Friday evening, March 25th, a meet­
ing of the San Joaquin Valley Division was 
held. C . M. Eyman, Division Manager, pre­
sided. Guests were F. J. Schafer, F. M. 
Banks, W. P. Dawe, C. B. White, Research 
Engineer of the Central Division, and L. L. 
Meier of the American Stove. 

The division orchestra played a special 
song composed by Messrs. Norton and H ar­
monson, and everyone joined in the singing. 
Emily and Marion Brooks entertained with 
songs and dancing, accompanied by Mrs. 
Brooks. 

F. J. Schafer explained the purpose of the 
Divisional Meetings, stressing their educa­
tional val ue. Mr. Banks, who was formerly 
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Manager of the division, urged co-operating 
of all departments in fu rthering sound pub­
lic relations. Mr. Banks also gave an in­
terest ing account of the annual convent ion 
of the American Gas Association in Atlan­
tic City and of his VISi t s to eastern gas 
compa111es. 

After the meeting, wives of men of the 
division joined the gathering. Refreshments 
prepared by lad ies of the Company were 
served on tables attractively decorated with 
w ild flowers. Dancing followed. 

C ENT RA L 

A meeting of the Cent ra l Di vision was 
held Wednesday evening, March 30th, at the 
Cabrillo Clu b, Los Angeles . F . S. H onbcrger, 
Acting Division Superintendent, opened the 
program with an explanation of the purpose 
of the Division Meet ings, st ressi ng the need 
for con tin uous effort toward improvemen t 
of public relations th rough better under­
standing of the details of our work and the 
Company 's policies. H. P. George, C h ief 
E ngineer of Southern Fuel Company, was 
introduced to the meeting. 

The Sharkey O il Stabilizat ion Act, which 
w ill be presented to voters on May 3 rd, was 
discussed by W. P. Dawe. The pu rpose of 
the act, explained Mr. Da we, is to protect 
California' s greatest resource and to conserve 
it properly for u se by this generat ion and 
those to follow. The Company, stated the 
speaker, makes no attempt to dictate how 
its employees shall vote, but each employee 
is urged to study the Sharkey Act and to 
exercise his franchise on May 3 rd, in ac­
cordance with his best judgment. 

A motion pic tu re of the construction of 
t he Lake Arrowhead li ne was exhi bited and 
explained by Mr. D awe. The measures which 
were used to protect the men and the forest 
through which the li ne was constru cted 
were particularly interesting. Although this 
undertaking was an unusuall y hazardous one, 
it was completed without a single lost time 
accident or t he sligh test danger to the forest . 

Mr. H oltz, who has given much of his 
t ime to the Divisional Meet ings of March, 
discussed his visi ts to eas tern gas companies 
enroute to and from the convention of the 
American Gas Association. The offic ials of 
eastern companies are wel l acq uainted wit h 
the ac tivi ties and developments of our Com ­
pany, said Mr. Holtz, and a keen interest 
in them was displayed. He found that ap-

pl iance manufacturers arc devoting their 
fac ili ties to inc reasing the usefulness and 
simplic ity of gas appl iances and measuring 
instruments. Various methods of handling 
meter shut-offs were ou tlined, and laughter 
was ca used by the statement that in Chicago 
meter shut-offs are padlocked . Mr. H oltz 
found that the standards of meter accuracy 
maintained by our Company rank high in 
the industry. 

The va lue of c lose understanding between 
executives and employees was stressed by 
Mr. H oltz, and the A. O. Smith organ iza­
tion was c ited as one in which such an 
understand in g exists to an unusual degree; 
t he worth of the Divisional Meetings in de­
veloping closer acquaintance was pointed 
ou t. 

After t he m eeting light refreshmen ts were 
.<;;erved. 

DEVELOP NEW ROTARY DRIER 

CE RTAI N definite advantages are claimed 
for t he new "Type L" rotary drier re­

cently developed by the Louisvi lle Drying 
Machinery Company, Louisville, Ken tucky , 
for the purpose of overcoming vari o u s 
mechanical defects inherent in the usual 
double shell drier. Among other features 
th is unit applies the principle of the high­
efficiency steam tube dr ie r to a direc t -heat 
machine. It is now fired with natural gas 
and show ing unusual efficien cy in operation. 

Th is drier is of the di rect.-heat, rotary, 
tubular type in which the c ustomary cen tr3l 
tube is rep laced by a number of specially 
shaped, box-li ke condu its, long itudina lly at ­
tached to the inside of the drier shell. The 
unit consis t s essentially of a steel shell sup­
ported on tires and rollers. \Vithin the 
shell arc the sever31 longitudinal conduits, so 
supported as to permit free leng tlnvise ex­
pansion. They are closed at the feed end 
but connected w ith ports in the periphery 
of the shell. A refractory or ref ractory­
lined casing surrounds the feed end of the 
shell :lI1d connec ts the ports with the fur­
nace. The opera ting .d3ta and heat balance 
for t his installation show exceptional thermal 
efficiency. It h3s been pointed Ollt that the 
job being done by this fiv e-foot m achine 
would req ui re a six-foot concentric-tube drier. 
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A car drove sw if tl), up to the home of 
Marie \Valters, three passengers alighted and 
were ushered m),steriously inco the house. A 
few moments later another car drove up to 

the curb, two gi rls stepped out, walked 
leisurely co the door and rang the bell. 

The house was darkened; not a sound was 
heard. It appeared to the invited guests 
that no one was home. In a few minutes, 
however, a lady appeared at the door, apolo­
gized for the abse nce of the hostess and 
ushered the g uests into a dimly ligh ted roon1 
to remove their wraps. 

Af ter a f ew momen ts the girls were led 
to a darkened room which was suddenly 
flooded with light and voices cried out, 
laughingly, " Surprise! }-fappy Birthday, 
Ethel! Surprise!" Upon recovery, the much 
surprised guest of honor, Ethel \Vright 
Steigh, opened her eyes and beheld a table 
beautifully decorated in pink and bbck with 
a huge birthday cake with pink ca ndles in 
the center. C lustered around were her 
friends, Vera Ma)" Jane McLaughlin, Bi llie 
\Valters, Lila Howell , Ruth Young, Mrs. 
\Valters, and the hostess, Marie \Valters, who 
helped her spend a most enjoyable evening. 

t\ ~l \\~IIQ~ 
\VI. M. J acobs was recently appointed to 

the position of Assistant Industrial Engi­
neer of ~he Eastern Division, repbcing J. 
L. Richardson, who is no longer with the 
Company. 

Mr. J acobs was tra nsferred to San Ber­
nardino from the New Business Department 
in Los Angeles. We hope Mr. J acobs will 
like San Bernardino and enjoy his new duties. 

At the anual Bosses Night given by the 
young business women of San Bernardino, 
H. C. McAll ister, Div ision Manager, and 
Oliver Jacobi, District Agent, were special 
guests of the club members employed by 
the Southern California Gas Company. The 
toast given by the club president was warm­
ly responded to by Mr. McAllister. 

Riverside Office employees were awarded 
a Gold Seal Honor Roll Certificate by the 
directors of the Riverside Welfare Associa­
tion for having made one hundred per cent 
contr ibutions in the first and second years 
of the existence of th is worthy organization. 

Howard :McCook , bookkeeper in the San 
Bernardino Office, has recently changed his 
form of exercise by purchasing a Curtis 
\V right airplane. Instead of taking his usual 
morning exercise of punching the bag, he is 
now taking short flights over the city. 

The Ventura Division extends its con­
gratulations to R. D. Yarbrough, oiler, Sta­
tion number 50, who on March 3rd married 
Miss Louise Newman. The ceremony was 
held at Santa Barbara. The newlyweds visited 
San Francisco, Oakland, and the Sacramento 
Valley on their honeymoon. 

Compressor Station Number 50 have a 
basketba ll team entered in the Ventura City 
League. Although the boys' record is not 
phenomenal they ;tre pro ving to be a tough 
hurdle for ,he leaders. The following men 
represent the "Gassers"; Capta in James 
H endrix, Frank Au ltman, Jimmie Anderson, 
Ralph Books, Fred Anderson, Tommy Arm­
strong, Iver Rydberg, Don Weidel, and Joe 
Pluim. 
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The Ventura Di vision welcomes the fol­
low ing new men to the Ne\vhall D ist ri ct, 
V en tura Division: H. J. A rbu thnot , Assist ­
ant Foreman; J. R osem:1nj Ri chard H oskcn, 
a nd H arry Gavin. 

Co ngratulat ions are extended to G len 
Drye, oi !er, Station N umber 50, who became 
the f3.ther of 3. seven 3.nd one-half pound 
daughter. Little \Xlanda Lec joined t he D r ye 
family February 2nd. 

~o IQll~'II'nQ N 
John D. Baxter, formerly Division audit 

clerk in Glend3. lc, has been transferred to 
the T af t Office. 

We introduce our new salesman, Vernon 
T. Keene, working in the Antelope Valley 
District. 

Lois Nilson entertained the girls of the 
G lendale Customers' Department at a hard 
times party on the night of March 15 th o 
Mae \V/ eight won first prize for the most 
dilapidated costume, and Mary Burr and 
Lillian Lewis tied for second place. T able 
decorations were green in celebration of St. 
Patrick's day. 

The Northern D ivision has piled up a 
record of 459 days without a lost-time ac­
cident. This tops our previous record of 
420 days. 

Dr. Milton Metfesscl of the University of 
Southern Cali fornia has conducted some 
tests which indicate that sixty-fi ve per cent 
of the knowledge of the normal person is 
assimilated through his eyes, and twenty­
five per cent through his ears. Nose, tongue, 
and fingers are responsible for ten per cent 
of his knowledge. 

It is reported that 50,000 New Yorkers 
spend $3,000 every day to telephone for the 
correct orne. 

RENDERS RIDDLE IN RHYME 

TREVOR T. \'(11 li TE of the T aft Office sent 
in the following clever solu tion of the 

dctective problem in the March GAS NEWS: 

Tn San Francisco Mr. Roberts lives, 
And ha lf way East the brakcman docs 

reside. 
D3.mc Fortune to the brakeman's neighbor 

gl\TCS 
A sum which JUSt by three onc ca n divide. 

TOW Mr. Johnson makes just seven "g rand ," 
\Xlh ich obviously will not divide by three, 

And from the facts we thus far havc at hand 
'Tis pbin he can't the brakcman's neigh­

bor be. 

So Mr. J's from Dcnver, palpably, 
\'\!hich leavcs the brakeman's neighbor, 

Mr. Sharp; 
'Cause Mr. R oberts we know li ves by the sea. 

'Tis immaterial who now plays the harp. 

The brakenun 's name is Johnson 'ca use we 
know 

'Tis li ke t he D enver resident's. So fact 
by fact 

Is brought to light by each deduct ive blow. 
The mystery clears though we mUSt still 

use tact, 

The fireman's name begins with " R" or tt ] " 
Because we're told that " Sharp's the ta ller 

man. " 
Subtract the brakeman, t3.king HJ " away, 

\V/e find his name is Roberts in our plan. 

\'\! ith brakeman J ohnson, fireman R ober ts 
fixed . 

A linle child can hardly now get mixed. 

Yours truly, 

California conon growers should bc glad 
to know that the 193 1 sa le of Cotton goods 
was 11 7 million ya rds ahead of 1930, ac­
cording to the Association of Cotron T ext il e 
Merchants. 



PA G E 32 Gas News A P RIL, 1932: 

-+,------------------------------------------------------------~~ 

, 
Occasionally sorrurhing which apfKars on rhil pagt is anginal. II il IS nOI, tvt ind udt il kcaust ,vt 

Ihinlc il is good. Any tdilor u,ho ,tes somNhing 01 hu hert should acr(1)! Iht complimenl as 
'paymmt lor Ollr OOTTowing tvhlll ht lUll bom)\~'l!d k/ort w. 

"Why rio Ibl'Y halle Iwols OIl Ihl' Oll'all insl('at! 0/ 
.", if £'s .~" 

"W£,ll, ),011 srI', Ihl'Y ('o llld 1101 hal 'l' Ibc ocean l iff" 
if Ihl' re 1/ll' re 110 k llots." 

He: "What was th~ name of that laSt piece you 
played ?" 

She: "Silk Stockings." 
H e: "Gos h, it sure d id have lo ts of runs," 

Jerry: " I hear you've been stud ying for month s 
how to increasc your sa lary . H ow d id it turn out?" 

Fredd y: " Poor ly. The boss was stud ying at the 
sa me t lmc how to cut down expenses." 

Prof.: 
ander the 

Frosh: 

"In which of his battles was Alex· 
Great killed?" 
"I th ink it was his last." 

H e (shyly ) : " I' m going to steal a kiss." 
ler the cri me wave b~gin . " Shc : " \\?cll, 

"How aboflt some nice horseradish?" said 
the grocer to the bride. 

"Oh, no, i"deed; we keep a car," 

Passerby: "wh:tt, diggi ng up this street again?" 
Foreman: "Su re, t he Contractor used to be a surg­

eon and it seems that th ree steam sho vels are mlssmg," 

1,>a pa : " Bobby, if you had a littl e more spunk, 
you would sund better in your cla ss. Now, do you 
know what spu nk is?" 

Bobby: "Yes, si r; it's [he Pl st Plrticip le of spank." 

Of the 20,000 old-style razors i" Alabama, 
500 are used for shal,itJg alld the rest for social 
purposes. 

As the legend goes. an Ir ish pol iceman was taking 
an exam inltion (or promotion: 

Question: What is rab ies, an d whlt do you do 
abou t it? 

Answer : 
do nothing 

Rabies is 
about it. 

J ewis h priest s, an(1 you can't, 

T he la w professo r was dl'fillrrillg 1/),· last irelll rl' 
of the term. H e lold Ibl' sl /ldl'lIl s lIIil/) lil li e/) (' 1/1 -

phasi! ~hot be expected thn ll 10 sprud all Iheir t i'1ll l' 
prl'parillg lo r Ilx ('xamilloliOIl. 

" T be examil1ation papers arl' II0W ill fbi' ballds of 
fb e prill t l'r," bl' cOl/ elutied. "NOIII, is I/.)('r(' allY qul's­
lio l/ )'Olt would like al/Swerl'ti?" 

SilmC(' pre l'ai/rd fo r a mOIll('llI, 1 /)(' 11 (I I'oicl' /Ii/ll'd 
till: "Wbo ;s Ibe printer?" 

A colored boy was st roll;Ilg Ibrougb (I Cf'ml'te ry 
reading tbe il/ Jc ri/Jlioll! 0 11 Ibe lombslollrs. He CIIIII I' 

fo Olle w bicb r('ad, "Nol dl'ail , bllt sirI'jJillg." 
Sc ralchillg bis head, 1/.)(' Negro r('markeri : " He 

sure ain't /oofill' 1I0bori), bil l bisself." 

One relson why more people en Joy baseball is that 
you don't have to have l college cdu cation to get 
seats to the big game. 

"Ollr of my allces lors 111011 II ballll' ill Ihe Cr usadl's 
b), btl skill ill balldlillg 11)1' arlillrry," said fbe baroll. 

" !Jill, Ill y dear barol1," said bil fril' lId, "al t l.)(' l ime 
0/ tbl' Cr/wu/el glm/lOilldt'r had 1101 b£'l' 11 discOllered." 

" I kllow Ibat as ·'111'11 as you do, alld so (1M 111 )' 
tl ll crslor." 

" 1-1 011/ did be 111ill Ibe batlfe, thl'lI?" 
" H I' brol/gbl Ibe arlillery 10 b('ar 011 the SaracrtlS ; 

allri Ibe)', 5('1'111g fbe gUllS, wPPosl'd Ibal powd('r bad 
af IIISI be(,11 ill/Jcllled, ami fled ill dis/l/ ay." 

FOUR MEN 

II cball ced II pon a winter's l1igbl, 
la/e sbeltererl from tbe 11!ealher, 

Tbe board 1/J/l S spread lor ollly 0111:, 
) '1'1 / ollr 111 1' /1 dilled loget /)er. 

Tbere sal the ma ll I meallt 10 be 
ill gfory spurrrd a"d booled, 

Alit! close brside bil1t 10 tbe righi, 
Ibe m all I am rePII/ed. 

Tbe ma" I Ibillk m)'seff to be, 
a lI'al was occupying 

Hard by Ibe mall 1 reaffy am , 
who to bold bis 01111' was trying. 

Alld, Ih07lgb bet/eal/) olle roof 'we 1/1('1 , 
I/O lle call1'd bis f effolll brolb/'f; 

No sigll of recognilion paHrri-
Ihl'Y klll"/J 110 1 one anolber! 

"I say, Bill ," said a brickl ayer to his mate, "whac's 
I, 'J" a cosmopo Itan. 

"Well," was the careful reply, "if there was a 
Russian J ew living in Scotland wirh an Irish wifr 
smoking Turkish cigarettes a t a French window in a 
room with a Persian carpet and a German ban-j was 
playing 'The Dear Little Shamrock' after a supper 
of D utch cheese made into \'(Irlsh rarebit-you'd bt 
quite safe to say that chap was a cosmopolitan ." 

L("lurl'r ( waxing eloq uellt); "Whl'll Ibe great pfwi­
j.'oll'lllillry arrivrd bome f rom his fo rris" missiOlI br 
fell 01/ bis foce anri k issrri tbe palll'mellt of his 1Ialilll 
'ily. \Vas Ihat 1' I1I 0li011 or 1(1a5 il- " 

Voil'l' /roll1 tbe r('ar: "A banalla skill?" 

The newly elected presid ent of a banking ins ti tu l ion 
IVas beill ).: introduced to the emp loyees. H e sing led om 
one of the men in the clshier's cage, questioning him 
in detail about his wor k, etc. 

" I've been here forc y years," sa id the cashier's as­
sistant with conscious pride. "and in all th;l{ t ime 1 
made only one slight mistake," 

"Good," said the pres ident , "Let me cong ratulatt 
you. But hereafter be more careful. " 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY 
Cities, Towns and Communities Served 

Central Division 

Bandini 
Beverly H ills 
Los Angeles 
Maywood 
South Gate 
Vernon 
Westwood 

Eastern Division 
Alberhill 
Alessandro 
Alta Lorna 
Arlington 
Banning 
Beaumont 
Bloomington 
Colton 
Corona 
Cresrmore 
Cucamonga 
Del Rosa 
Elsinore 
Fontana 
Grant 
Guasti 
H emet 
Highgrove 
Highlands 
Lake Arrowhead 
La Sierra 
Lorna Linda 
March Field 
Mentone 
M ira Lorna 
Norco 
Palm Springs 
Pedley 
Perris 
Red lands 
Rialto 
Riverside 
San Bernardino 
San Jacinto 
\X'ineville 
Yucaipa 

Midway Division 
Delano 
Fort Tejon 
G rapevine 
Greely 
Highland Park (Kern Co unty) 
Lebec 
McFarland 
McKi ttrick 
Rosedale 
Shafter 
Tehachapi 
Wasco 

Northern Division 
Alta Canyacla 
Burbank 
Canoga Park 
Chatsworth 
Eagle Rock 
Fl intridge 

G ira rd 
Glendale 
G ranada 
La C anada 
La Crescenta 
Lancaster 
Mojave 
Montrose 
Newhall 
North Hollywood 
North Los Angeles 
Pacoima 
Palmdale 
Reseda 
Roscoe 
San Fernando 
Saugus 
Sunland 
Sylmar 
Tujunga 
Universal City 
Van Nuys 

San Joaquin Valley Division 

A rmona 
Caruthers 
Corcoran 
Dinuba 
Exeter 
Farmersville 
H anford 
K ingsburg 
Lemoore 
Lindsay 
Parlier 
Porterville 
Reedley 
Riverdale 
Strathmore 
Tulare 
Visalia 

Southern Division 

Artesia 
Bellflower 
Clearwater 
Compton 
Downey 
EI Segundo 
Gardena 
H ermosa Beach 
H ollydale 
H ome Garden, 
H untington Park 
H ynes 
Lawndale 
Lomita 
Lynwood 
Manhattan Beach 
Moneta 
Norwalk 
Palos Ve rdes 
Redondo Beach 
Rivera 
Santa Fe Springs 
Torrance 
Walnut Park 

? R INT ( D IN Til E P RESSR OOM OF TH( 

SOIJ THER N CAl I FO ~ N I A GA S COMPA N Y 

l O S A NGE L ES . CAL • . U. S . A. 



The Gas R efrigerator has no moving parts, and is absolutely silent. Two 

or three pennies a day is an ordinary operating cost, the most economical . . 
refrigeration for the home. Terms as low as $5 down and $7.50 a month 

( 25 cents a day) . See the display at our nearest office. 

Southern Califo.-nia 
Gas Company 
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