2011 Annual Report
Overland Park Community Garden, Inc.

The Garden is Officially Open!
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, May 28, 2011
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The idea of an organic community garden in Overland Park has been incubating for
several years. The garden would still be an idea on paper if it wasn’t for the foresight
of the Johnson County Library who became the garden’s land partner. The Library saw
the many benefits of having a community garden located on their property. The
garden is located adjacent to the Oak Park Branch (9500 Bluejacket).
Mission Statement
To provide an enjoyable, accessible space for residents to grow healthy food using
organic, sustainable and environmentally friendly methods.

Mom & Daughter Watering Seedlings June 4, 2011

How the Overland Park Community Garden Came to Be
July 2007 – 2009 – Project was submitted to city. Exploratory search to identify
city owned property for a garden.
2009 - Formalization of the Overland Park Community Garden, Inc.
 Incorporated as a non-profit Kansas Corporation
 Received IRS designation of a 501(c)(3) charity
 Began monthly meetings of volunteer board of directors
January 2010 - Expanded approach to include finding non-city land for a site.
June 2010 - Negotiations with the Johnson County Library began.
2011
 February – JoCo Library board approves project
 March – May 9th - City of OP Planning Process
 May 10th – City approves plan & JoCo Library installs sidewalk
 May 18th - Parks Services breaks ground
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 May 28th – Ribbon cutting ceremony & gardeners begin planting
 June 1st – Parks Services install water hydrants
 May – October – Gardeners planting & harvesting
 Nov. 5th – Garden is cleaned up & cover crop is planted in plots
Inaugural Year Achievements
All plots were leased by the first week of June. Plot sizes of 4’ x 20’ or 4’ x 10’
are leased for a nominal fee each growing season. Priority is given to Overland
Park residents.
Forty-two gardeners participated. Many of the forty-two gardeners were helped
by family members in tending the plots.
Donated over 145 pounds of excess produce to local area food pantries.
Awarded a grant from OCIA Research & Education for a youth program planned
for the 2012 growing season.
Sponsored an educational session on Composting presented by a Master
Composter from the Johnson County K-State Research & Extension.

Trellised Cucumbers July 10, 2011
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Donors

Level

Donor
Johnson County Library
City of Overland Park, Park Services Department

$3,000
Jack Madigan Creative

$1,000

$500
AllN1 Landscape
Everlasting Sign Inc.

$250
Johnson County Topsoil & Landscaping Materials, LLC
Whole Foods Market on Metcalf
C. Tye-Coleman
$100

S. Wright
M. Collins
T. Gelpi
Wild Birds Unlimited in Leawood
M. Raglow
Revocup Coffee Roasters

Under $100

B. Mace
First Choice Chiropractic
Merriam Feed, Lawn & Garden Center
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President’s Note
I am the first generation of my family not to make my living off the Kansas land. I had
this feeling that I needed to reconnect to the land without a move from the suburbs.
However, my yard was a poor garden area. As I looked around the city that I have called
home for the majority of my life, I saw that it was missing a community garden. That was
the “aha” moment and the rest is history!
It was a little surprising to find myself starting a grassroots movement to pursue a
community garden project for Overland Park, Kansas as I had never considered myself an
organizer/leader. It started out slow but built momentum when the Johnson County
Library stepped up to be the garden’s Land Partner. With land secured, the project took
off at lightning speed and the garden was officially opened on May 28, 2011 with a
wonderful ribbon cutting ceremony.
Throughout the growing season, I often heard a “thank you” from a gardener or comments
from passersby that the garden is such a great asset. I also saw the excitement
generated from picking a ripe vegetable. I wish there was a way to bottle all of these
exuberant feelings to pass on to all the people that made this garden a reality and to say
thank you for your support! I’m looking forward to the next growing season not only for
the harvests but the friendships and smiles that abound up at the garden.
Bev Jaderborg

Bountiful Harvests

To see more photos of the garden’s growing season go to the garden’s website
www.opgarden.org/picture-gallery/ While there click on the Facebook link to become a
friend of the garden.
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Financials
For year ending

12/31/2011

Revenues = $6,073
Expenses = $6,883
Net = $ (810)

2011 Revenues
10%
In-Kind Donations
27%

Earned Revenue
Donation

63%

2011 Expenses
2%
4%

2%

2%

0%

Facility
Fees & Registrations
Marketing & Publicity

5%

Printing & Copying

5%

Postage

6%
56%

7%

Utilities (Water)
Insurance
Inf ormation Technology

11%

Equipment
Fundraising

Balance Sheet
As of 12/31/2011
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts

$943.74

0

Equipment

TOTAL ASSETS

$943.74

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Due to Board Members
Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

$2,285.74

(1,342.00)

$943.74

Note: The financial statements were audited and found to be fairly stated.
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Board of Directors
Bev Jaderborg

President/Acting Treasurer

Stephanie Jones

Secretary

Bill Mace

Garden Manager

Sandy Montrose

Member

Lara Pavanelli

Member

Angie Scharnhorst

Educational Coordinator

Heard It Through the Grapevine
Here are some comments from the end of season survey sent out to the gardeners.
“I want to support community gardens in general, so I was thrilled that OP had one!”
“I have been admiring the other community gardens in the area for several years. However, this is
the first opportunity to participate which I appreciate very much. Thank you for the effort and
time putting this together.”
“Gardening can be such a solitary activity, it was so nice to grow things with others!”
“I loved the community garden. It was an awesome experience. Had some big successes and some
big flops but overall I felt it was worth the cost and then some. Thanks to Bill and Bev for such a
wonderful job as garden managers. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!”
“Just a great chance for experience and learning more....THANKS for all you two have done, Bev
and Bill.”
“Something interesting to do, engage in a healthy activity.”
“Appreciated the convenience of water available and that cost is included in plot fee.”
“I am very appreciative of the efforts of everyone who got this garden started. I really enjoyed
having a garden again with fresh produce. I live in a town home with no garden space and too much
shade for container growing. Thank you!!”
“It was a great first season (except for the disappointment with the tomatoes). Any plans to
expand the area in future?”
“It has been a fabulous experience!”
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