What is a MRI scan?
MRI stands for Magnetic Resonance Imaging, an
advanced procedure that enables physicians to look
into your body. It uses magnets, radio waves, and
computers to create extremely detailed pictures or
“images” of your internal organs and structures. MR
is a non-invasive procedure, meaning that no surgical
procedures are required to view your body systems.

Parking is in the rear of
the building off St. John’s Place

MRI scans have an advantage over other forms of
scanning because it can image different types of
tissues. More traditional forms of imaging, such as
X-rays, are limited to how much tissue they can
image.

Your guide to
state-of-the-art MRI

Because MRI produces images from any angle with
great clarity, it provides a wealth of diagnostic
information more quickly and easily than many other
tests and exploratory surgery.

“Excellence in Imaging”

MRI exams are quick and comfortable. You will be
asked to lie very still on a padded table. During the
exam you might hear a knocking noise. You may be
given a contrast agent through an injection.

Hours:
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday

In most cases you will be asked several questions
prior to your MRI scan. Be sure to inform your
physician or the technologist if you have any
allergies or believe you are pregnant.
The intent of this brochure is to answer general
questions about MRI. You should discuss your
specific case with your physician for additional
information.
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Frequently asked questions about MRI
Why is MRI important?
MR scans allow doctors to see images of your
internal organs and structures in great detail from a
variety of angles. This gives your physicians
critical information more quickly than they could
achieve with other tests or invasive techniques. In
those cases where surgery or other procedures are
recommended, the information from the MR scan
helps the surgical team in the planning process.
Is MRI like an X-ray?
No. MRI is a safe and effective diagnostic
procedure. It does not use ionizing radiation like
x-ray. Like many other medical imaging
technologies, MRI has been cleared by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.
Will the MR scan hurt?
No. The MR exam itself is painless - you won’t
feel a thing. You may notice a slight knocking
noise as images are acquired, so the technologist
will provide you some ear plugs to decrease the
level of noise.
How long will my MR exam take?
The length of your exam depends on the type of
study your doctor has ordered. In many cases you
will be on your way home within an hour. After
your exam, the technologist will take you back to
the preparation room to collect your things.
Do I have to do anything special to prepare for
my MR scan?
The good news is no special preparataion is
needed. Eat and take any prescribed medication as
usual, unless your doctor tells you otherwise.

Are IV’s or shots involved?
Depending on the exam, a solution called “contrast”
may be administered with an IV to help improve what
the physician can see. Although contrast for MRI
does not contain iodine, it is still important to let your
doctor know beforehand if you have specific allergies.
How long will it take to get my results?
The time the doctor takes to review the results varies.
However, in most cases, your doctor will receive
results soon after your scan. Check with your doctor
for a more precise estimate.
What parts of the body can a MR scanner evaluate?
MR scans have an advantage over other forms of
scanning because it can image different types of
tissue. MR scans can also image organs, bone, the
spine, joints, and blood vessels.
Will I feel claustrophobic?
Our state-of-the-art MR system is designed to provide
the ultimate in patient comfort including a more open
design. As with any exam, the hardest part is to be
patient. Just relax and remain still. The MRI staff
will keep you informed every step of the way and
they are there to assist you.
Should you become uncomfortable, need, help, or
have questions at any point during your exam, just say
so. There is a built-in intercom in the system so you
can talk with the staff.
Are there any people who shouldn’t get MR scans?
Yes. One important thing to remember is MRI and
metal do not mix. An MRI system has a powerful

magnet inside, which is why you need to follow
these guidelines:
● Tell your physician and the MRI staff if you
have a pacemaker, prosthesis, surgical clips,
metal implants, or any other metal objects in
your body. Some implants, such as a pacemaker,
can be affected by an MR exam.
● Leave metal or magnetized objects at home or
give them to the MRI staff for safekeeping when
you arrive for the exam. Items that might be
affected by the magnet include watches, coins,
keys, bobby pins or other hair clips,
pocketknives, and credit cards.
● Avoid wearing makeup because metal flakes or
slivers are found in some eye shadows.
● Let the technologist know if you work or have
worked around metal finishing or grinding
equipment. It’s important to keep the eye area
free of any metallic particles.
Can my family be present during the exam?
Typically, family members and/or friends are not
permitted to stay with you in the MR room.
However, in rare cases exceptions are made for
some types of patients.
Will I be alone during the MR exam?
During your MR exam, you will be in contact
with a technologist. Even when the technologist
is not in the MR room you will be able to
communicate via intercom.

Relax

Our state-of-the-art MRI scanner helps
doctors learn what’s really going on inside
you. Because MRI produces images from
any angle with great clarity, it provides a
wealth of diagnsotic information more
quickly and easily than many othter tests and
helps doctors diagnose a wide variety of
conditions earlier and faster than ever before.

