
representing aviation.  And while we have a few well

-known voices, such as Harrison Ford's, out there 

representing us, wouldn't it be helpful if there were 

just a few more?  Well, I reckon that we have lots of 

advocates already!  While celebrities can reach 

large audiences in newspapers and magazines, the 

real voices of aviation, the ones that the public will 

actually interact with face-to-face, are our own.  In a 

sense, we're all aviation ambassadors. 

 

Aviation ambassadors...that sounds like a difficult 

job, especially considering most of us will never 

achieve the fame enjoyed by spokesmen like Mr. 

Ford.  Of course, there are some rather easy ways to 

achieve fame - or, rather infamy - in aviation, but, 

since they tend to be detrimental to your health and 

safety, I wouldn't recommend them.  To that end, 

our first priority in our ambassadorships is to 

maintain our professionalism, training, and safety-

consciousness, and to serve as a positive aviation 

example, in both our building and our flying.  In that 

vein, being mindful of noise-sensitive areas and 

abatement procedures can go a long way to help us 

avoid the ire of our neighbors. 

 

Fortunately, we also have opportunities to interact 

positively with the public that go well beyond just 

avoiding mistakes.  I'm proud to lead an 

organization that provides so many opportunities to 

use our aviation skills in a constructive way.  Our 

Young Eagles program and scholarship 

opportunities allow us to have a tangible positive 

influence; we're not just introducing kids to aviation, 

we're also giving them a taste of the sorts of things 

they can achieve if they put their minds to it.  Our 

Young Aviators program, which has been in a 

conceptual state for several months, is finally 

starting to take shape this month.  Eventually, the 

participants in this program will get a chance to 

experience aviation from a builder's perspective, 

and to experience the feelings of accomplishment 

and satisfaction that comes from seeing their 

handiwork come together to create a real, working 

airplane. 

 

Perhaps the most important part of our job as 

ambassadors might also be the easiest, one that 

we're almost always engaged in.  As I mentioned, for 
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So, I'm sure most have heard about Harrison 

Ford's off-field landing by now.  I, like many people, 

first heard about it through internet news sites.  

While perusing some of the comments... 

 

...ok, before I continue, I'll admit, my first mistake 

was reading comments on an internet news article.  

Let's not dwell on that... 

 

Anyway, while perusing some of the comments, I 

noticed three general trends.  Of course, there 

were plenty of well-wishers, hoping for a speedy 

recovery for Mr. Ford.  There were also quite a few 

comments that took advantage of Mr. Ford's 

Indiana Jones and Han Solo personas to take a 

lighthearted, humorous view of the situation.  But 

then there was the third group, one that always 

manages to get under my skin a little: the 

naysayers.  Folks who view us recreational pilots 

and homebuilders as daredevils and thrill-seekers 

taking to the skies in rickety flying machines of 

questionable airworthiness and serving as little 

more than a menace to people and property alike. 

 

As the NTSB is still investigating Mr. Ford's 

situation, I'll refrain from providing any of my own 

commentary about it.  However, one thing I can 

conclude with reasonable certainty is that, while 

the anonymity that the internet provides can 

sometimes bring out the worst in people, the fact 

remains that there will always be some folks out 

there who just plain ol' don't like us. 

 

I'll will admit, from what I've experienced, that 

things really aren't all that bad out here in 

Colorado, especially in contrast to Santa Monica, 

Harrison Ford's home field and an airport that 

famously receives more than its fair share of 

opposition from its local community.  Front Range 

is far enough outside of the city limits that it 

doesn't have many neighbors around it to complain 

about noise, and folks in the vicinity of Centennial 

seem to have some understanding of the positive 

economic impact the airport has on the 

surrounding community as well as Denver as a 

whole.  Still, there's always room for improvement, 

and it's always nice to have someone out there 

Meeting Minutes                       2,3 

 

 



many people, we're the point at which they get to interact directly 

with aviation directly.  Our everyday conversations with friends and 

family about our aviation interests goes a long way to helping 

people understand what our flying is really all about.  From 

speaking with the members of our chapter, I have no doubt that the 

first thing that the folks get to see when they interact with us is our 

enthusiasm for flying.  Whether it's the pride of showing off a newly-

built wing section or sharing a couple of aerial photos from a recent 

flight, this enthusiasm lets us show that we're driven by much more 

than just thrills, and helps us shed just a bit more of a positive light 

on aviation as a whole.  Sure, each individual interaction might not 

seem like much, but I reckon each and every little bit helps! 

 

Blue skies! 

Andrzej Stewart 
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EAA Chapter 301 Meeting Minutes - February 2015 

President Andrzej Stewart called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM at 

the South Metro Fire Rescue Authority Building in Centennial, CO.  

Mike Rettig assisted with the meeting minutes while Chuck Spaur 

recovered at home due to illness. The February meeting minutes 

were unanimously  approved by the membership without 

modification. 

 

Results from the financial audit report resulted in only a òsmall error 

in the pennies.ó 

 

Russ Grell, Chapter 301 Treasurer, gave a detailed report on the 

chapter finances with emphasis on the finances for the Founderõs 

Brunch in January.  

Denis Walsh requested he be reimbursed for Brunch expenses after 

missing the Brunch due to surgery, so that the funds could be 

applied to the Young Eagle Scholarship Fund. 

Old Business 

Howie Cammack has name tags for new members. 

Mel Kuethe is asking if anyone knows where the wire terminal tool 

is, as it seems to be missing. If you know the whereabouts of this 

tool please let Mel know. 

The chapter is still looking for a web master volunteer and for 

anyone who desires to lead the Young Aviators program. Ammon 

Hoover volunteered for the Young Aviators Program leader. Thanks 

Ammon! 

New Business 

Tools program update: The new prop balancer will not cost current 

chapter members anything, but a donation to the chapter for use of 

this tool is encouraged. Tools are for chapter member use only. 

Members are responsible for care of the tool if loaned to them for 

use, and are responsible for cost to replace or repair the tool if lost 

or damaged. 

EAA Chapter 301 February Meeting Minutes  

Presidentõs Message, Contõd. GPS testing is currently affecting the local area so check notams 

and be aware. 

Guests and Visitors 

There were no new guests or visitors at the  meeting 

Progress Reports 

Tex Arnold reported that he id working on the center section of the 

wing of his Nieuport 28 project, and is also looking for hangar to 

rent. 

Steve Graham is working on the elevators and control systems for 

his Glasair. 

Vance Franks is ready for the first engine start of his RV-9A, and is 

also offering up his wing stand to other builders for free. 

Lee Dehmlow is finishing up the empennage and aft fuselage 

section of his RV-14A kit. The wings are done and he is also looking 

for a hangar. 

Bruce Vogel received a Falcon XP project that needs covering, an 

engine and a prop, etc. 

Jim Elliot assisted with the electrical system startup of Harris Allenõs 

Bearhawk project. Unfortunately the trim and autopilot wires were 

crossed, but this was fixed. The Skytech starter was 10 years old 

and broke apart during tests. Skytech replaced it with a new unit for 

free. 

Fred Hollendorfer reported that he must soon replace his GPS and 

transponder in order to meet the upcoming ADS-B equipment 

requirements deadline. Fred has a flying RV-8. He reports that 

Navworks seems to have a cheaper product that may allow him to 

retain his current equipment and he is investigating this. 

Flight Reports 

Paul LaPrad flew a C-152 from Carlsbad to Ramona. He reported 

good sea level performance. 

John Tedder reported his first tailwheel training flight in a Citabria. 

He taxied it around and experienced the challenge of keeping it 

straight. 

Ted Lemen reported having a great time flying as PIC with Denis 

Walsh in Denisõ aircraft while he continues his recovery from recent 

surgery. 

Technical Counselor Reports 

John Linz reported on status of Steve Grahamõs Glasair. One wing 

has been closed up, the fuselage is still open, and the control 

surfaces are done and straight. 

Ted Lemen visited Lee Dehmlowõs RV-14A project and reported that 

it has very nice workmanship. 

Flight Advisor 

Nothing to report 

Young Eagle Report 

Russ Grell reminded everyone of the upcoming YE Rally in Rudiõs 

absence. 
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Advertisements 

Large Hangar for sale: Hangar 19B located at 
KFTG, 70x60 foot hangar large enough for 3-4 
experimental aircraft. Includes, bathroom, water, 
heat, lights, loft, and insulated 60 foot wide by 20 
foot high electric door. Hangar 19B. Currently taking 
bidsðminimum asking price is $200,000. Call Joe 
Meheen 303-337-4040 (Office) or 303-322-2567 
(Cell) or email at meheenhj@gmail.com for more 
info. 

Transponder for sale: New (never installed) Narco 
AT-165 Transponder with rack for sale.  Paid $1,719 
and will entertain offers.  I have the invoice as well 

Member roster updates 

Please update your EAA Chapter 301 member rosters 

with the following changes: None to report this month.  

Attention all Vans RV Aircraft Owners and 

Operators 

The following Service Bulletins have been recently 
posted on the Vans website at 
http://www.vansaircraft.com/public/service.htm 

 14-12-22 pertains to ALL ñAò model aircraft (nose 
gear configuration). This SB MUST be complied with 
prior to the next flight.  

The following are for the Vans RV-12: 14-11-03, 14-
12-06, 14-12-16, and 14-10-14.  

as a picture available.  Call John Ewan 970-227-
5998. 

Hangar for rent: at Centennial.  It is a Port a Port 

type. Charlie Phillips 303-910-2855 

Aircraft and Hangar for sale: RV7A and hangar for 
sale.  N523RM based at KAPA hangar B-7.  
Construction completed 4/08.  Superior Air Parts 
engine XP-IO-360.  Harzell blended airfoil prop.  
Approx. 122 hrs on AC and engine.  Glass panel: 2 
Garmin 430s (non WAAS), Garmin 340 audio panel, 
Garmin  GTX 330 transponder, Garmin NAV, Ind. 
Dynon EFIS D10A (with backup bat), Grand Rapids 
EIS, fuel flow option,   XM  Inflight weather with 
Baron mobile, oxy. TruTrak A/P, May annual.  IFR- 
Pitot-Static, altimeters and transponder certifications 
current. Contact Robert Meer at 
robert@meerandmeer.com Cell Phone 303-915-
2211. 

Wanted: Scott 3200 tailwheel assembly for leaf 

spring tail. Call Ed Pruss 303-489-8002. 

Announcements: 

ƷThe chapter is currently looking for volunteers to 
help with two important roles. First, the chapter 
webmaster is responsible for managing the 
chapterôs website at www.eaa301.org, and the 
content that is posted to the website.  

The chapter is also in need of someone who would 
like  to head up the new Young Eagle Aviators 
program. If you have skills or just a desire to serve in 
either of these key roles please contact the chapter 
president, Andrzej Stewart.  

ƷIf there are any changes to your personal 
information, i.e. phone number, address, spousal 
unit, also the aircraft youôre flying, please let Russ 

Grell know at rgrell@att.net. 

ƷThe membership is encouraged to share articles, 
personal experiences, pictures, etc. ï related to 
aviation ï to be used in the newsletter.  Ed. 

Dynon Heated Pitot Tube Users! 

All builders and pilots that purchased or installed the 
heated pitot tube from Dynon prior to October 2014 
need to check the following important Service 
Bulletin by  going to the following website: 

DYNON Heated Pitot Tube Exchange Program 

They have come up with a redesigned heated pitot 
tube with the drains placed in a different location. 
Instructions for exchanging your Dynon Heated Pitot 
Tube are on the website. 

Chapter Scholarship Program Report 

Don Shipman gave an overview of the program and referenced the 

scholarship report in the newsletter. 

Safety Report 

The positives and negatives of ballistic recovery systems were 

discussed in light of the recent ditching video of a Cirrus SR-22 near 

Hawaii. Adding a pre-takeoff and pre-landing checklist item for kids 

to place their feet flat on the floor and off of the rudder pedals was 

also discussed. Two recent Civil Air Patrol accidents were attributed 

to kids having their feet on the rudder pedals and/or engaging the 

brakes during takeoff or landing. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Mike Rettig for Chuck Spaur 

EAA Chapter 301 Secretary 

http://www.vansaircraft.com/public/service.htm
mailto:robert@meerandmeer.com
http://www.dynonavionics.com/docs/support_bulletin_101014.html?utm_source=Customer_Heated+Pitot+Trade+in+Announcement+10-9-2014&utm_campaign=customer_heatedpitotreplacement_cc_email&utm_medium=email
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From the Editorõs Cockpit  

Did you know thatéé.. 

You can get online versions of EAA magazines for Sport 

Aviation, The Experimenter, and other Specialized field 

magazines with additional content and more in depth 

information than is available in the printed version by 

subscribing to them at http://www.eaa.org/experimenter and 

http://www.sportaviationonline.org/sportaviation/april_2014#p

g1 (EAA members only) 

You can attend regularly scheduled EAA webinars covering a 

variety of topics, or review archived webinars on 

www.EAA.org/webinars 

You can get online builders assistance from the EAA Hints for  

Homebuilders Videos at www.EAAVideo.org 

You can tap into other sources of information such as forums, 

news, weather and more by signing up at 

http://www.oshkosh365.org 

Learn more about EAA Airventure at www.AirVenture.org. 

Find much more information about building and flying your 

own aircraft on www.EAA.org 

EAA SportAir Workshops regularly come to Denver at least 

once per year. This is hands on access to a variety of different 

skills and well worth the small expense IMHO. Check them out 

at www.SportAir.com.  

Important EAB Regs and Advisory 

Circulars 

This section provides information about the  pertinent 
Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs), Advisory Circulars 
(ACs), and other key information regarding the building 
and flying of experimental amateur-built aircraft.  

FARs 

91.319ð Aircraft having experimental certificates: 
Operating limitations.  

21.191ð Experimental certificates.  

!/ǎ 

AC 20-27G 

Certification and Operation of Amateur-Built Aircraft  

AC 90-109  

Airmen Transition to Experimental or Unfamiliar Airplanes  

AC 90-89A 

Amateur-Built Aircraft and Ultralight Flight Testing 
Handbook  

AC 90-116  

Additional Pilot Program for Phase I Flight Test 

The E-CFI by Bryan Raley 

The Challenges of Teaching òButtonologyó 

 

To emphasize the importance of this monthõs column I thought a 

story would be appropriate. While serving as a check pilot for the 

Colorado Wing Civil Air Patrol for the better part of 24 years, I taught 

pilots with vastly different experience levels how to be search and 

rescue pilots. Each year CAP holds several practice missions based 

at different airports throughout the state. These practice missions 

allow aircrews to hone their skills by operating in different terrain 

and weather conditions. 

 

The Colorado Wing utilizes C-182 aircraft for most of its operations 

in Colorado. Until fairly recently, each aircraft was equipped with 

King KX-155 nav/com radios, the KMA-24 audio panel, and the 

Garmin GX-55 Apollo GPS equipped with a special SAR mode 

function not found on other standard GX-55 models. For search and 

rescue operations these aircraft are also specially equipped with an 

additional CAP VHF FM radio and a direction finding receiver that 

picks up ELT signals. 

 

All of this radio gear basically adds up to one thing ð the need for a 

lot of training to learn how to setup and use each piece of 

equipment effectively and efficiently. A CAP cockpit is one of the 

most intensively active aircraft environments one will ever 

encounter, especially during a training exercise. One of the most 

memorable experiences I have during these training missions was 

when an aircrew would unexpectedly return from their preflight 

activities to report to Operations that their CAP FM radio was not 

working. 

 

Upon hearing this, my fellow check pilots and I would secretly smile 

at each other, and mentally draw straws to determine which one of 

us would go out to check on the reported òequipmentó problem. In 

99.9% of these situations, we would go out to the aircraft, flip a few 

switches or knobs on the audio panel or the radio controls, and the 

radio would magically come to life. Then we would review the 

problem and the solution with the aircrew to ensure that they 

understood what was improperly configured, and how to avoid the 

same problem in the future. Most of the time the problem was with 

a single switch or button on the audio panel, and other times it 

would result from the volume control being set too low or the 

channel selector not being set to the correct radio channel. 

 

Unfortunately this story is an increasingly common tale in the world 

of todayõs avionics, and it affects instructors and students alike. 

Most of todayõs avionics have no less than 10 push buttons, 4 

knobs, and an assortment of special combo functions that the pilot 

must be familiar with. This is true whether you are working with a 

nav/com radio, EFIS, autopilot, or GPS. The problem becomes 

http://www.EAA.org/webinars
http://www.EAAVideo.org
http://www.oshkosh365.org
http://www.AirVenture.org
http://www.EAA.org
http://www.SportAir.com
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amplified further for the pilot of an experimental aircraft, since 

companies are able to provide almost any type of equipment 

with whatever operational controls they desire. They can do this 

because they are not faced with the same restrictions that are 

imposed on avionics for certified aircraft. 

 

As if that wasnõt bad enough, you then have to deal with 

instruction manuals that are at least 200 to 400 pages long or 

more. These are the challenges that face todayõs instructors 

and pilots. Knowing this, how in the world is anyone supposed 

to be able to retain all of this information, and know and exactly 

how and when and how to apply it? Furthermore, how are you 

supposed to find an instructor that is knowledgeable with all of 

your particular avionics? To address these questions and help 

you navigate (pun intended) through the maze of buttons, 

knobs, and manuals, I have come up with a list of basic things 

you can do. 

Never forget that safety always comes first ð safety for 

you, your passengers, and for those in other aircraft 

and on the ground. If you canõt figure out how to work 

something, stop meddling with it, turn it off, and 

continue to aviate, navigate, and communicate using 

other resources. 

If manuals and simulators for your equipment are 

available online, download them. Pick a specific 

function to learn from the manual and then practice it 

on the simulator. Donõt try to learn too many features 

at one time. Instead, break them up into smaller 

tasks. How to turn on and off the equipment is a great 

starting point. 

Ask around for instructors that may possess knowledge of 

your specific equipment. I doubt very seriously that 

you will find someone that knows everything there is 

to know about everything that you will have in your 

aircraft, but there are instructors that work with 

certain equipment on a regular basis that may be able 

to help you quickly and efficiently learn how to use it. 

Do your preparation work and manual reading while you 

are at home, NOT while you are speeding through the 

sky at 200 mph. A good instructor will have the same 

attitude, and will want to do everything they can to 

ensure you understand how to use something 

BEFORE you go flying. 

Develop a lesson plan that covers a specific function or 

series of operations that can be conducted in a typical 

2 hour flight. Donõt overdo it. 

Try to break down certain features or functions into phases 

of flight such as preflight, startup, taxi, takeoff, climb, 

enroute, descent, landing, and shutdown. Determine 

which features or settings you are most likely to use in 

each phase of flight, and ignore all the non-essential 

bells and whistles. 

If you have a reliable backup battery or alternate power 

source that will allow you to power up and òplayó with 

the equipment in the airplane while on the ground, 

take advantage of that. 

If you are going to try out a new or unfamiliar feature, 

always fly with someone whose primary responsibility 

is to see and avoid other aircraft, and perhaps handle ATC and 

radio communications, while you learn how to work the 

equipment. 

Use rote learning to become familiar with the location, layout, and 

functionality that certain groups of buttons, knobs, and 

switches provide. This is similar to knowing how to reach for 

and adjust the volume knob on your car radio without taking 

your eyes off the road. 

For situations where multiple pieces of equipment interact with 

each other, like a GPS and autopilot for example, apply the 

same principles previously mentioned by using small scenarios 

that will result in a predetermined set of actions to achieve the 

desired result from your equipment. 

Become familiar with how menus and submenus are accessed, and 

know which combination of button pushes or knob turns will 

get you to the desired screen or option. 

Use published quick reference cards or make up your own. 

If you get confused or end up in a screen that you are not familiar, 

know how to reset everything so that you can start over. 

Adhere to the following general rule to prevent prolonged periods of 

head down time: NEVER spend more than a few seconds 

pushing buttons and turning knobs without looking outside the 

airplane. Learn how to recognize when this is happening and 

practice forcing yourself to stop and look outside the airplane. 

Do NOT troubleshoot an unfamiliar setup situation in the 

airplane. 

Recognize those features and settings that provide the greatest 

benefit for you, and ignore the rest. One major problem that I 

personally have with all this equipment is that much of it is 

dreamed up by technically savvy individuals that have little or 

no understanding of how it impacts the pilot. Just because it 

come with some whiz-bang feature does not necessarily mean 

that you should use it. This is also where the phase of flight 

mentality becomes important. For example, some things 

should not be done while taking off or landing, and other 

things should only be done during stable cruise flight. 

If you become confused about the way something is described in a 

manual, go to youtube and search for video examples of 

someone trying to perform the same function. A picture can be 

worth a thousand words. If all else fails, call the company that 

made the equipment. They should bend over backwards to 

assist you in using your newly purchased gadget gizmo. 

Instructors should follow these same principals and never attempt 

to teach someone how to use something without first taking 

the necessary steps to familiarize themselves with the 

equipment. The only thing worse than one person with their 

head down in the cockpit is two people with their heads down. 

Lookup the accident report for Eastern Airlines flight 401 that 

crashed in the Florida everglades, after the entire flight crew 

was trying to determine why a gear light was not working 

correctly. They flew the airplane right into the swamp after the 

autopilot disengaged unexpectedly. Donõt let that happen to 

you. 

 

Hopefully this will provide some guidance for dealing the vast array of 

avionics equipment and features that are available to all of us today. 

Fly safe, fly smart, fly legal, and fly often! 
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EAA Chapter 301 Young Eagle Rally at KFTG on March 7, 2015 

Total bookings:   498 

Month Days 

# of 

YE's 

January 23,24 54 

February 27,28 49 

March 27,28 50 

April 24,25 51 

May 22,23 52 

June B-17? 0 

July 24,25 47 

August 28,29 50 

September 25,26 50 

October 23,24 50 

November 6.7 45 

December Off 0 

2015 Young Eagle Rally Tentative Schedule 

The next Young Eagle Rally is scheduled for March  28, 

2015 at Front Range Airport. Ground personnel and 

pilots wishing to participate should contact Rudy Kniese. 
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EAA Chapter 301 Young Eagle Rally at KFTG on March 7, 2015, Contõd. 


