
Practice Commentaries

When you are reading the text of a statute, you know that the interpretation and implementation of that statute is
dependant on court decisions. In court decisions you will find how the courts have applied the statutes to particular
facts.

When you read statutes in Westlaw, you will find not only the text of the decision, but also Practice Commentaries.
These commentaries (secondary source of law), are written by practitioners, judges and law professors. Included in
these commentaries can be the history of the statute and an explanation of each provision of the statute. Every legal
statement in the commentary is supported by law (usually cases). These cases are always hyperlinked so you can
go to that case and read it and using either KeyCite or the Digests find more recent cases.

The commentaries are either found in the statute or the beginning of the artic le.

Example: Domestic Relations Law § 170

Go to Domestic Relations Law § 170 (Find Citation: NY Domestic Relations 170)

Scroll down to find the Practice
Commentaries
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It starts with the Supplementary
Practice Commentaries

2013 is the year of the commentary

“C: 170:21: Irretrievable Breakdown”
means that it is the commentary
section

Next will be the 2012 commentaries.

Next will be the 2011 commentaries.
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Eventually you will get to the main
Practice Commentaries.

Long commentaries will start with a
Table of Contents. For some unknown
reason these TOC are not
hyperlinked, so you have to scroll
down for the topic you want.

If the ground for divorce you are
researching is Imprisonment, you
would scroll down until you find it. 

Here is 
# the history of the statute; and 
# the interpretation of the statute

Where there are cases, they will be
hyperlinked so you can get them with
a click.
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