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Welcome to the 4th edition of ‘Lamp to my feet’. In
this edition we’ve focused on the amazing promise and right given to all who believe; the right to
be born of God and become sons of God. We’ll
explore some of what it means to be born of God
and try to understand what Jesus meant when He
said to Nicodemus ‘you must be born again’.
Our hope as you read this magazine is that the
glorious light of the gospel would shine brightly
in your heart. We pray that as light shines, your
eyes would be opened to see the many riches
and the glorious inheritance stored up for you in
Christ Jesus.
May God bless you and your family as you
celebrate this Christmas season.
Yours in Christ
Jonathon Wills

New Birth:
A three fold cord
Page 10
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A new beginning The birth of Jesus Christ into
our world is more amazing than
we can ever think. His was a
birth that came from outside the
natural world that you and I have
been born into and understand
as completely normal. His life
was from a place the bible calls
heaven. “For I have come down
from heaven,” says Jesus. (John
3:13; 6:38)
In simple terms heaven is the world
of the eternal fellowship and life
of God the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Jesus came from His world
of eternity and perfection into our
troubled and fallen world that is
described by the apostle Paul as
being ‘without God’. (Ephesians
2:12) The world He came from
and the world we were born into
are two totally different worlds and
cultures. They are ‘worlds apart’ so
to speak and utterly incompatible.
Jesus came into ‘our world without
God’ to show us ‘His world with
God’; that is His fellowship as a

Son with the Father. He did this,
not to condemn us, but to save
us. In coming from outside our
world and being born into our
world Jesus was the firstborn of a
completely new humanity. When
you and I behold Jesus we are
looking at what the word of God
calls ‘new creation.’ (2 Corinthians
5:17)

To reiterate, Jesus is the firstborn
of a new creation; a creation
tempted in all points like we are
but without sin; a creation that
could love perfectly and that was
completely secure in identity.
Therefore, now that Jesus has
come, we have within our world
two kinds of birth and therefore
two kinds of creation; one that is
natural and of the earth and one
that is spiritual and of heaven. All
of us have experienced natural
birth but have we experienced
spiritual birth? Most people have
heard of the biblical term ‘born
again.’ Jesus introduced us to this

The hope of new birth
truth when He said to Nicodemus
in John 3:3, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

For many this term has become a
bit of a ‘turn off.’ “You’re not one of
those ‘born again’ Christians are
you?” For whatever reason, what
it truly means to be born again is
greatly misunderstood. The term
‘born again’ is better translated,
‘born from above’ or ‘born from
the first.’

one can have a new beginning
and that there is a greater birth
(spiritual) than our natural birth.
When Jesus was born into our
world He offered to us this hope;
“But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become
children (sons) of God, even to
those who believe in His name,
who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.” (John
1:12-13)

This means that there is a birth
whose origin is not from beneath
or of this earth like Adam’s, but
from above or from heaven like
Jesus. Just as we have borne the
image of the earthly (Adam),
we will also, through being born
spiritually, bear the image of the
heavenly (Jesus) - 1 Corinthians
15:45-49.

The great hope of the gospel that
Jesus declared to the whole world
and that He Himself was the living
expression of is that we, the sons of
men, can become the sons of God.
Now this hope excites me no end.
I thank the Lord that this reality
brought great renewal to my life
and hope for the future when I
desperately needed newness to
come. I believe it can for you too
In its simplest form, being born if you believe.
from above conveys the idea that
by Allan Wills
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Who do you Trust?

by Lisa Mathewson

I am a wife, mother of three teenage children, and business partner:
life is full.
There are days when who I need to be to so many in my life seems
overwhelming. What I have found is that I can trust in God. As I
give Him my life He gives me the strength to be who I need to be for
my family and beyond. I don’t profess for a minute to do this perfectly. I do get stressed at times but I know who to turn to.
A few months ago my mum took ill and my sister and I needed to
help care for her. After a very short illness she passed away. I was
privileged to be with her in this journey. If you had told me ahead
of time all that would be required to do this I would have struggled
to think it was possible. My testimony of this time was that God’s
grace, strength and peace were my comfort. I can give God the reins
of my life and take comfort that it is He who is in control, not me or
my circumstances.

.. at a glance
LADIES MEETINGS
Meets once each term on
Wednesday morning; Once each
term on Thursday evening

SENIORS
Seniors are those aged 60 years
and over. Meets each month on a
Tuesday afternoon.

HOME FELLOWSHIP

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
This verse does not mean that we won’t experience tragic, sad and
painful things in our lives. It also doesn’t mean that at times we won’t
have more questions than answers. I can trust Him completely because I know this promise to be true. I see God’s care, love, help,
strength, friendship and mothering that comes from those I am
joined to in Christ. In times of anxiety these ones around me encourage me to trust in God.
I am learning that to be in control of my life, to expect that I have all
the answers to things seen and unseen, is insane. Only God knows.
Much of our anxiety is because we think we have all the answers and
are in control. Instead we need to have a relationship with the one
who does know all things; the Lord.
6

Mid week home groups are run
fortnightly. It is a time to share and
discuss what God is doing and saying.

MENS FELLOWSHIP
To strengthen men in their
Christian walk we have regular
men’s fellowship meetings, men’s
breakfasts, working bees and other
serving initiatives

For more information on our programs please refer to
www.wangcf.org.au/our-life/
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A place in the Fathers house

by Annie Jarratt

Imagine that someone has a special plan and purpose for your life.
Imagine that there is someone who knew you before you were born.
Well, guess what? You don’t have to imagine it. You can know it and
live in it!

“sleeping”
T

by Ceinwyn Wills
www.wangcf.org.au/little-ones-blog/

he last week has seen an answer to many
prayers; our little girl is sleeping through the
night. At eleven months it feels like an eternity
without a full night sleep but it’s amazing how
quickly ‘all is forgotten’. Life moves on and it’s
all too easy to rely again on myself and my own
resources.
oth Jona and I have spent many hours over
many nights in prayer, in part that Annabelle
would sleep but also searching for the grace to be
the parents with the necessary patience that she
requires. I remember with Zach that when he had
an unsettled time Jona shared with me that he was
praying that Zach would ‘fall asleep in 3…2…1’.
Needless to say, God did not meet us in that prayer.
Instead He reminded us that He would provide for all our needs, He
would enable us to be the parents that He created us to be. Even after
learning such a lesson, I have had to learn it again. I can’t rely on my
own strength and abilities.

B

I

n the vulnerability of sleepless nights
relying on myself only led to frustration.
God is patient and He hears our prayers. The challenge
for us though is to be still to hear His response and be
prepared that it may not be what we want to hear. If
God has promised to do something, He is faithful to see
it happen. I desire to see God’s promises realised.
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I am a 13 year old teenage girl and I began to find God’s
plan for my life one year ago. I realized the way I was
living was selfish. I wasn’t very respectful and I was
striving to be someone. I was living in a way where I was
trying to fit in and trying to be someone that I wasn’t.
I cried out to God and found His love and
forgiveness, and then I discovered the life
God planned for me. I tell you what; this
life is awesome! I don’t have to strive to
be someone else because I know that God
loves me so much and He has a special
plan for my life that’s only mine. As I’m
learning to live out the life planned for me
I’m finding that God is with me all the time
helping me fulfil His plans.

I cried out to
God and found His
forgiveness and love

I am just an ordinary 13 year old girl and I still have struggles and
experience pain, but I don’t have to go through them by myself. I
have the grace and power of God to help me get through them, and
they are actually helping me grow in God’s plan for my life.
Do you know God loves you and has a special plan and purpose for
your life to? How cool!
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New birtH
It’s typically in the Christmas
season that we remember and
celebrate the life of God coming
in flesh; the birth of Jesus
Christ. When considering the
manner with which God came
in flesh, most people go straight
to the most well known of all
scriptures, John 3:16;
“For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life.
Contained in these words of
Jesus is the glorious truth of the
kind intention of God’s will. It
is His desire that we would have
eternal life and be partakers of
the divine nature.
To fulfil this desire God gave
His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, to be the context by
which we might receive eternal
life. Jesus lays it out very simply;
believe in Me and you will have
eternal life.

: a three fold cord

But is it really that simple? Is that
all Jesus was saying? Is believing
in Him all that we really need to
do to inherit eternal life? I want
to tell you that there is more;
Jesus said there is more. Jesus
said that having believed we
must then be born of God.
John wrote saying ‘as many as
received Him...to those who
believed...He gave the right to
be children of God...born not of
man...but of God.’ (John 1:12-13)
Here’s where we understand
what happens when we ‘believe’.
When we believe and receive
Jesus Christ we are given the
right to be born of God; to
receive a new spiritual birth.
A very good and helpful way to
read and understand the Bible
is to read the entire context.
When we do this in relation to
the words of Jesus in John 3:16,
we find that they do indeed have
a context. We find that Jesus is
speaking with a man named
Nicodemus.
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by Jonathon Wills

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, one
of the religious rulers of the
Jews. John 3:1-2 tells us that
he came to Jesus at night and
acknowledged that Jesus had
come from God as a teacher and
that God was with him. Jesus,
seeing the opportunity to talk
with Nicodemus cuts right to
the heart of things and tells him
the one thing he must know
and receive. He goes straight to
His purpose for ‘coming from
God’; and that purpose was
that we might receive new birth;
that we might be born of God.
Jesus answers Nicodemus in an
amazing way;

born again (born from above).
Jesus is showing Nicodemus that
the focus on His work and His
teaching is new birth – our being
born again (born from above) as
sons of God.

Having heard from Jesus that
he needed to be ‘born again’,
Nicodemus in his (limited)
understanding – and coming
from ‘his experience’ - can’t get
his head around the notion of
new birth. Instead of receiving
a new word (something he’d
never heard before) and instead
of having the eyes of his heart
illuminated by what Jesus said,
he limits what Jesus says based on
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless his own experience and what he
one is born again he cannot see already knows.
the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)
As Jesus begins to talk to him
It’s interesting to see that about new birth - a spiritual birth,
Nicodemus
hasn’t
asked being born of God - Nicodemus
about new birth, nor was he reduces the revelation of the word
questioning the kingdom of (and the very heart of the gospel
God. But Jesus reveals to him the message) to the natural and the
focus of His work as the Son of limits of his own experience.
God – we cannot even see the
kingdom of God unless we are
...continued page 12
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New birtH
Nicodemus said to Him, “How
can a man be born when he is
old? He cannot enter a second
time into his mother’s womb
and be born, can he?” (John
3:4)
The words of Jesus (who
was the Word made flesh)
weren’t measuring up to what
Nicodemus already knew. This
is an important point for us as
we hear something that is new.
It’s not our current, limited
experience and knowledge that
should be the measure of God’s
word. God’s word stands for
itself and measures the truth of
our experience.
We will at times hear things that
we’ve never heard before. We
will at other times have what
we think we know challenged
as God’s word is ministered to
us in the present season. God’s
word is ever unfolding and we
should never think we have
heard all there is to hear. In this
season don’t miss the revelation
of new birth.

: a three fold cord

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.
(6) “That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. (7)
“Do not be amazed that I said
to you, ‘You must be born again.’
(John 3:5-7)
Clearly from Jesus’ answer to
Nicodemus He is stressing the
need for us to be ‘born’. In telling
Nicodemus he must be ‘born’,
Jesus describes three elements of
‘birth’:

•
•
•

Born again
Born of water
Born of spirit

He contrasts these elements of
new birth with our natural birth
– ‘born of the flesh’; the place
where Nicodemus is stuck in
his understanding. He makes
it clear to Nicodemus that He
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by Jonathon Wills

is talking about spiritual things
and not the things of the flesh
and that Nicodemus needs to lift
his mind from being set on the
experiences of the flesh.

We can view our new birth in the
same way. A threefold cord that
is not quickly or easily broken.
In this way, the new birth
Jesus speaks of is a continuing,
unfolding reality with application
Because of our ‘tick box’ and to the rest of our lives.
‘sequential’ (one has to follow the
other) mentality, it’s easy to view
these three elements of ‘birth’ as Being born of God isn’t a once
three separate ‘once off ’ things. off ‘experience’. It’s a season
However a good way of seeing during which God fully brings
them is three elements of the one us to birth. It begins when we
‘new birth’. In this way, Jesus isn’t receive and believe, confessing
saying we need to be born three Jesus Christ as Lord.
times, but that new birth contains
these different elements.
It’s at this point of belief that our
eyes are opened by the Light of
Think of a single rope that has life. It’s then that we begin to be
three strands. The wise man in born to see (born from above).
Ecclesiastes 4:12 says;
Having been born to see though,
it’s then that we must be born to
enter so that we might possess
and inherit everything God has
for us; eternal life.
A threefold cord is

not quickly broken.
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Peace on Earth

by Stacey Manfield

DISCIPLESHIP PROGRAM
The discipleship training program is
offered to young adults aged 17-25yrs.
and meets every Saturday evening.

SONSEEKERS
Sunday School for children from preschool to grade 6. They meet from
9:30am each Sunday of the school
term.

TEENS 4 CHRIST
Youth Group is for Year 7 -11.
During School term each Saturday
7:00 - 9:00 pm.
Visit our Teens 4 Christ blog at
www.wangcf.org.au/teens-for-christ/

LITTLE ONES
Children from birth to pre-school
fortnightly each school term on
Wednesday

For more information on our programs please refer to
www.wangcf.org.au/our-life/
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“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us......And His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor......Prince of Peace.” Isaiah
9:6
I love being active and in the outdoors. Breathing in the fresh air
while gardening or watching a sunset as I ride are two of the most
tranquil and peaceful activities I know. However, the peace I feel at
these times is only momentary, and once I walk back into my house
or return to work the busyness and monotony of life kicks in and
that feeling of peace can quickly fade away. I need a peace that is not
momentary, but a peace that is greater than what I can source from
within myself or from my surroundings.
The only way to know true peace is to know the ‘Prince of Peace’,
Jesus Christ. Jesus came to bring peace, but not as the world gives
it. He came to bridge the gap between man and God the Father. He
came to impart His life so that we would be free from our fears, insecurities and internal struggles, and that our broken relationships
with Him and each other would be healed.
I cannot grasp peace by my own intellect or conjure it up through
something that makes me feel good: It is a gift from God. As I trust
Him, His peace, that surpasses all understanding, guards my heart
and mind regardless of the battles I face internally or externally.
The challenge for me and my generation is that we live in a society that seeks proof before belief. As such we require a revelation
of Christ Himself; the true source of peace. We need to realise that
God is bigger than us, and if we surrender our reasoning and logic
the light of His life and love can illuminate
our hearts and we can know true peace;
the peace that comes from knowing Jesus
Christ. When God the Son came to earth as
a babe, so did peace. I know true peace can
be found on earth.
15

Wise men still seek him
by Rod & Felicity Grant
Last Christmas we received a card which read “wise men still
seek Him”. We thought it was a clever play on words, but we also
considered the depth of truth in what it was saying.

Come and join us
in singing
Christmas Carols
around the nativity scene
at
Wangaratta Christian Fellowship
on Christmas Eve
at 8:00pm.
All welcome

The wise men in the Christmas story found baby Jesus because they
were seeking with a genuine desire to find Him. They followed the
star which directed them to Him, (rather than aimlessly wandering
and hoping they might find Him) and when they found Jesus they
worshipped Him.
The shepherds found Jesus when, after hearing the message of His
birth from the angels, they hurried into Bethlehem following the
directions given. After they had found Jesus they told their friends
and they praised God.
King Herod, however, never found Jesus although he wanted to;
his motivation for seeking Him was from fear and jealousy, and he
sought to destroy Him.
Obviously when we seek for something it is with a desire to find
it (We are finding we do this more frequently in our senior years
as things just “go missing”). However, to seek Jesus and to find
Him is to know Him. It is to know Him for who He really is. Jesus
knows who He is, and His promise and direction to us is, “You will
seek me and you will find me when you seek for me with all your
heart.”(Jeremiah 29:13) What a promise! He can be found and He
can be known! Knowing Him will mean that we will also know who
we were born to be as a son or daughter of God the Father.
In His love and mercy God receives us regardless of our age or
circumstances. We will also know the peace that comes as a result of
there being no separation between us and God. What a wonderful
gift to receive this Christmas. What a wonderful gift of peace to
share with our family and friends this Christmas.
Wise men still seek Him today.
Wise men still seek Him continually.
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The Christmas

Story

by Georgina Wills

Listen Listen all who hear
Christ is coming, Christ is near
The scriptures tell us, they make it clear
Listen Listen all who hear

Watchful Watchful shepherd’s sight
Watching over their flocks by night
Suddenly the sky shone bright
Watchful Watchful shepherd’s sight

Twinkle Twinkle little star
Shining brightly shining far
Over Bethlehem you are
Twinkle Twinkle little star

“Glorious, Glorious”, Angels sing
“Don’t be alarmed by the news we bring
Christ is born! A wondrous thing!”
“Glorious, Glorious”, Angel’s sing

Stubborn Stubborn donkey No!
Mary needs you don’t you know
Follow Joseph where he goes
Stubborn Stubborn donkey Go!

Joyous Joyous shepherds run
Tell the world what has begun
“Christ the Saviour, born a Son”
Joyous Joyous shepherds run

“No room, No room”, Innkeepers cry
“No room in here”. “Full up inside”.
But there in a stable a place to abide
“No room, No room”, Innkeepers cry

Softly Softly Mary wept
Tears of joy and happiness
Treasures in her heart she kept
Softly Softly Mary wept

Peaceful Peaceful Jesus lay
In a manger filled with hay
Oxen, sheep and donkey bray
Peaceful Peaceful Jesus lay

Onward Onward wise men bold
To Bethlehem that town of old
With frankincense and myrrh and gold
Onward Onward wise men bold

Welcome Welcome Christ the Son
Came of the Father, whose will be done
The first of many yet to come
Welcome Welcome Christ the Son

Praise Him Praise Him, God on high
Who makes as sons and draws us nigh
Who gives us hope through Jesus Christ
Praise Him Praise Him, God on High
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Fridays
4.00-5.30pm
For grades 2 -6

Every week of
school term

Sundays
9.30-10.30am
For prep - grade 6

Wangaratta Christian Fellowship
2 - 6 T a v e r n T e r20
race Wangaratta

Connect the dots!

Find on page
opposite....

The star
How many shepherds there are...

How many sheep....

Can you see one taking a photo?
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Thankyou

For Reading

We hope you have enjoyed reading the 4th edition of
‘Lamp to my feet’. This Christmas, if you have not received
the gift of Jesus and confessed Him as Lord and Saviour,
we invite you to do so. If you have received Him in the
past but are not living commensurate with the life birthed
within you, we invite you to recommit your life to Jesus.
God’s intention was not just that we would be born to see...
but that we would be born to fully enter and possess His
life.

Christmas
Service
Joy to the world the Lord is come...

let every heart prepare Him room

If you are spending this Christmas with family and friends
we pray you would consider those less fortunate. If you
are alone this Christmas, we pray the love of God would
minister peace, comfort and hope to you.
If you would like assistance to find a local church or would
like to speak to someone from the articles, please call
Jonathon Wills on 0448 059 948.
We pray that you and your family have a safe and happy
Christmas and that you remember Jesus Christ in your
time together.
Yours in Christ
Jonathon Wills
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Sunday 23rd December 2012
Service 9:30am Morning Tea 10:45am
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Wangaratta Christian Fellowship, 2-6 Tavern Terrace, Wangaratta

joy to
the world

www.wangcf.org.au

