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MOS T NEW HOMEOWNERS DO NOT know much more
about green-building practices than what they have re

scarched online or heard about from friends or builders

who claim to be green. W
Buck O Neill Builders, Inc.,

We enligheen them on new te

it Buck O'Neill, president of

gives them is an education,

ol »;ji:;x that are alter

es 10 industry standards,™ he says of the clients for

whom he builds high-end, sustainable homes, “I don't

rreen. T offer sustainable alternatives. 1 vou want

to call it green. great.”

wre than just

O'Neill's tdea of green huilding includes
:lhl.ll'.m;j low-tlow toilets and recye |lnx-, waood on the job
site. His sustainable practices embrace the idea of creat
ing o sustainable future and an environment for healthful
liv mng. lll'.vilflfl’l';lll[‘.'__' processes that SUppOrt sustiam

ability ehromghont an entire butlding project is eritical

to producing whar Buck O'Neill Builders consi
grecn home. hese processes range from using low-VOC
paines to applying eco-friendly insulation and changing

the concrete-mix design to minmmize off-gassing,

O'Neill explains that there are many different tiers to

green huilding. On one level. there is the actual design

and construction of a home. Equally important 15 the
education of the homeowners; after all, they are the kL'_\

clements

to deciding whether 1o incorporate sustainabl

into the En'::l\!ilx;;. Stmilarly, the homcowner is responsi

ble for ensuring that their ongoing activities in the home
support sustainabilicy. \llh-.m;{ll there are not many
monetary incentives for Ieorporating green or sustain

able elements into new homes in California’s San Iran

cisco Bay Area-—where the company is based—O'Neill

joes what he ¢an to edueate people abont sustainable

ternatives. “People want what they want, but they don't

Want to wait five 1o ten years 1o recover the cost fn! green

features],” he says

I'm a big proponent of small stepping stones; getting
evervone more nnndful of their \‘lll} 10 ||.|} activities,”
O'Neill says, referring not only to his elients, buralse to

hi\ <m 5‘-1\(';,\ .I” ull whor are expoeriene -;\l :mxi ceria-
Pl I

ot of waste

fied in sustainable butlding and have seen 2
on other job sites, As a result, they make a conscions ef

fort 1o imcorporate environmentally responsible practices

WELCOME HOME
This San Francisco

h-::x:'n S exienor fea-

lures ;:l:x-.h:,’ castir

flex moulding, and
lo O( l,ux;:'l-

Inside, prefini:

bamboo covers the

e

floor: FSC-certiticd

wocd was used for
the tim, doors, and
framework; and the
ceiling frusses are

reclaimed wood.

£
-
J

- ’

»



“This is not a learning company; | only hire
seasoned veterans who know how to do

this kind of work.”

such as rensing building matenials, using local vendors to
minimize a project’s carhon tootprint, secking snstain-
able alternatives from suppliers and subconrractors, and
enconraging waste reduction on the job site and in the
oftfice, *We're all tree huggers toan extent,” O Neill says
of his full-time statf, who all bring varied and valuable
skillsand interests to the job site. Experienced in modern
design. Victorian restoration, solar-pane technology.
and sustainable design, every one of the professionals

at Buck O'Nesll Builders undersrands the derail and ex

pertise that gaes into butlding or renovating a high-end

sustainable residence.

(¥ Neill has seen a decline in work since the downward

shift in the cconomy. However, he says his company

has thrived by staying small and relving on the experi
ence of hisstaff. “This s not a learning company,” he
says:“lLonly hire seasoned veterans who know how to do
this kind of work.” Consequently, while other butlders
are scaling down, Buck O'Neill Builders expects more
business. *We actually listen and we call hack,” O'Neill
explzins. A simple and somewhat basic business principle,
but ane that often goes overlooked, even in good times.

Despite whar economic indicators might suggest. the
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demand for lnxury homes still exists, and the market is
more aware than ever about the need for and the benehies
of incorporating sustarnable elements into a home.
Fortunately for O'Neill, he is well positioned to take the

market by storm.

On schedule to complere three projectsin 2011, onc of
the company’s newest prize homes is nearly a dream
cotne true. With the owner opting for all green options,
duck O'Neill Builders has insealled a yegerative roof, a
rainwater-harvesting system, greywater recyeling, xeri-
scape landscaping, and ceo-friendly Aircrete insulation,
imong other green elements, During construction, the
crew used reclaimed wood for truss designs throughout

the house, certified wood for the entire framing package,

and eny ironmentally triendly sealants, canlks, and «
When the projeet is complete, O’Neill anticipares it will

earn LEED Silver certification ar the minimurn.

Admittedly, O'Netll has experienced a learning curve as
he educates elients about how to build to LEED stan
dards, but he says it is all woreh it, “Some would consider

It

siche: Teonsider it good building,” he says, “It's the

way I 'was hrought up in the trade.” gb&d



