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No Cops in Schools

Smash Fascist
Education Plan

TRENTON, NJ—Progressive Labor Party (PLP)
members joined a multiracial group of over thirty protesters who marched through the state’s capital chanting “No Cops—In Our Schools” to protest the racist
A1114, “Police Respectability” Bill.

In response to police murders and subsequent
protests, the bosse are fearful of working-class youth
armed with class consciousness. They are trying to pass
a bill aimed to fool workers into believing the police are
on our side.
A1114 will force all schools—from elementary to
high school—to create courses that teaches students
how to “interact” with cops, essentially putting the responsibility of an arrest, shooting, or murder on the victim rather than the police force. According to the bill,
the class will give students information on “the role and
responsibilities of a law enforcement official in providing for public safety; and an individual’s responsibilities
to comply with a directive from a law enforcement official” (NJLEG). This bill is fascist, as it aims to build allclass unity between class enemies—working-class kids
and ruling-class forces.
To smash racism, we must smash capitalism. Only a
revolutionary communist PLP can bury this racist system once and for all. Many protesters received CHALLENGE and responded warmly to discussions about
capitalism and communism.

‘Respectability’ Politics Kill Youth
The politicians primarily sponsoring A1114 primary were all from Essex County (highest percentage
of Black workers in New Jersey), including Sheila Oliver,
the Black candidate for lieutenant governor running
with Democratic Gubernatorial candidate Phil Murphy.
It easily passed through the Assembly 76-0 seemlessly.
This bill shows that relying on the Democratic Party to
fight against the openly racist Trump administration is
a dead-end for workers.
The racist bill going to clear the Senate until young
antiracist fighters got word and responded with protests. Labeling the protest “Good Kids, Bad Cities,” the
antiracists not only addressed the conditions of the cities, but they also challenged what students should be
learning in schools.

Fascist Police Bill Exposes
Capitalist Role of Schools
Since schools are factories for reproducing capitalist ideas, it is clear that students will not be taught the
truth about the roles and responsibilities of cops. They
will not be taught about the origins of the police from

Black youth rebel against racism in Ferguson, 2014. This is what the bosses and cops fear.
slave catchers, or the role that they played in attacking striking workers during the 19th and 20th century
fightbacks against the bosses. “Slave patrols to hunt
down escaped slaves were the original police in the
South…They [police] were created to protect the new
form of wage-labor capitalism that emerged in the mid
to late 19th century from the threat posed by that system’s offspring, the working class” (LAWCHA, 12/29/14).
Our children must not pledge allegiance to the Ku
Klux Klan in blue—yesterday’s Klan members are today’s cops (and judges, politicians, and bosses).

Aiming to Build an
Obedient Workforce
By teaching students that they have “responsibilities to comply” with police, they are doing two things.
First, this A1114 implies that most men and women
murdered by the cops died because they didn’t comply. “If only they complied they would still be alive.” We
know that this is the furthest thing from the truth. Philando Castile (Minnesota, 2016) is just one example of
many who did everything he was “supposed to do.” He
was murdered and the killer cop still walks free.
Second, this bill looks to create a more compliant
working class—one of the main functions of education
under capitalism. When workers fight back—whether
against racism, sexism, or imperialism—the police sup-

press it. A compliant working-class youth taught to always obey cops is good for the bosses, as it lessens the
chance of militant fightback, let alone revolution. Militant fightback led by Black and Latin youth is extremely
threatening to the rulers (i.e., Ferguson and Baltimore).
A speaker at the NJ rally spoke about the need for
cops under capitalism. He surveyed the crowd to see
how many protesters were under the age of 30. More
than a majority raised their hands. He then asked if they
knew someone who is unemployed or underemployed.
All of the protesters raised their hand. As inequality
becomes more visible and revolutionary ideas spread
through the population, the system itself is in trouble,
and the ruling class is searching for ways to discpline
the working class with police force.
Throughout history, we have seen the physical
force that has ben used by the cops and military to
suppress workers’ uprisings. While the ruling class will
never hesitate to use this force to keep the workers in
line, they prefer to control our ideas. It is a much easier
way to maintain their capitalist system. That is why PLP
joined these young fighters in protesting Bill A1114 and
others like it. We have a lot to learn from the working
class. We also have a lot to contribute to the movement.
Possessing a communist analysis is key for our victory.
We don’t just want to see this bill die; we want to see
this capitalist system die.J
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OUR FIGHT
PProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of
the capitalist class. We organize workers,
soldiers and youth into a revolutionary movement for communism.

PThe dictatorship of the working class —
communism—can provide a lasting solution
to the disaster that is today’s world for billions of people. This cannot be done through
electoral politics, but requires a revolutionary
movement and a mass Red Army led by PLP.

PWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, poverty, disease, starvation and environmental destruction. The capitalist class,
through its state power — governments,
armies, police, schools and culture — maintains a dictatorship over the world’s workers. The capitalist dictatorship supports,
and is supported by, the anti-working-class
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism,
individualism and religion.

PWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism returned to Russia and China because
socialism retained many aspects of the profit
system, like wages and privileges. Russia and
China did not establish communism.

PCommunism means working collectively
to build a worker-run society. We will abolish
work for wages, money and profits. While
capitalism needs unemployment,
communism needs everyone to contribute
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

PCommunism means abolishing racism and
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire
working class.

PCommunism means abolishing the special
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive
gender roles created by the class society.

PCommunism means abolishing nations
and nationalism. One international working
class, one world, one Party.

Editorials

Russia Sanctions: U.S. Desperate
to Regain Imperialist Control in EU
On August 2, the U.S. declared new economic
sanctions against Russia. This move reflects a growing
desperation among U.S. capitalist bosses, whose declining but still-lethal empire faces growing challenges from Russian and Chinese imperialists—especially
after Russia’s successful military intervention in Syria.
Sanctions are a standard tactic in capitalist competition. In this latest economic attack, U.S. bosses
will be freezing money and blocking business deals
involving the Russian bosses. For the international
working class, it’s only a matter of time before trade
wars among major imperialists become a global
shooting war—a war in which workers have no side.
The international communist Progressive Labor
Party calls on workers, students, and soldiers to fight
for their class, not their country! We fight for a world
without money, racist borders, racism, or sexism—a
world ruled by the working class. The capitalist class
will never give up its rule or profits without a fight. It’s
up to our class to turn the looming inter-imperialist
war into a war for communist revolution.

What “Sanctions” Mean
Allegations of Russian election interference in the
2016 U.S. presidential election are echoed constantly
in the U.S. bosses’ media. While the charges may well
be true, they also provide political cover for the U.S. to
drive a wedge between Russia and the European Union. In reality, the sanctions have nothing to do with
election meddling. For years, the U.S. bosses have
been looking to curb the dependence of Europe, and
particularly Germany, on Russian natural gas—the
bulk of it piped through Russia’s western neighbor,
Ukraine.
Since the formal collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, U.S. bosses have spent $5.1 billion on so-called
“democracy building” in Ukraine (Politifact, 3/19/14).
In February 2014, the pro-Russian Ukrainian president was removed from office following massive U.S.-

backed demonstrations. Its current pro-U.S. president, Petro Poroshenko, has vowed to join the U.S.-led
NATO military alliance, which could bring U.S. military
forces to Russia’s border.
But the U.S. has been less successful in undermining Russia’s gas monopoly in Europe or its growing
influence in the Middle East. The latest sanctions are
a desperate attempt by U.S. bosses to regain some
momentum.

Natural Gas Can Ignite War
Nord Stream is the world’s largest underwater
natural gas pipeline. It connects Russia and Germany
through the Baltic Sea, bypassing Ukraine completely.
(A major expansion project, Nord Stream 2, is currently underway by Russia’s state-owned gas company,
Gazprom.) The U.S. sanctions target more than 200
EU-based contractors and subcontractors providing
steel and other materials for Nord Stream (Reuters,
8/3/17). Meanwhile, the U.S. hopes that its first delivery of liquified natural gas to Eastern Europe seduces
European countries to dump Russia (Foreign Policy,
6/8/17).
In any case, the U.S. bosses can no longer dictate
global politics as they once did. Economically, the
sanctions are too little, too late: “[M]ost of the big contracts for steel, port logistics, and construction have
already been concluded” (Reuters). Politically, the U.S.
bosses’ desperation may be driving historical allies
like Germany into the arms of Russian imperialism.
The German bosses went so far as to say that the new
sanctions “breach international law” (CNN, 8/2).
Following the vote of Britain, the most reliable U.S.
ally, to exit the European Union, it’s unclear how much
influence the U.S. has left in Europe. But it’s very clear
that deadlier imperialist wars are on the horizon, and
that workers around the world have no stake in them.
The need to organize for communist revolution grows
only more urgent. Join PLP!J

PCommunism means that the minds of
millions of workers must become free from
religion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and poisonous ideology. Communism will
triumph when the masses of workers can
use the science of dialectical materialism to
understand, analyze and change the world to
meet their needs and aspirations.

PCommunism means the Party leads every
aspect of society. For this to work, millions
of workers — eventually everyone — must
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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Mass Famine Rooted in Imperialism
From Nigeria, South Sudan, and Somalia to Yemen
across the Red Sea, famines threaten the lives of tens
of millions of workers. Mass starvation in Africa and
the Middle East has been triggered by climate change
(including more intense and longer-lasting droughts)
and, even more significantly, by ever wider and more
brutal wars. The root cause of this genocidal disaster
is the sharpening rivalry between U.S. imperialism
and capitalist bosses in China. As the U.S. rulers’ own
mouthpiece, the New York Times, noted, “Each country
facing famine is in war, or in the case of Somalia, recovering from decades of conflict” (NYT, 2/22).
Half of the 20 million threatened with starvation
are children, including 1.4 million “at imminent risk of
death” (NYT, 2/22). How did imperialism lead to this
famine disaster? More important, how do we respond
to it? The United Nations, controlled by the world’s
dominant imperialist powers, can offer no real solution. While UN chiefs circle the planet begging for billions of dollars for food aid from the very imperialists
causing the wars that created the famine, the institution itself has a murderous track record in similar disasters (NYT, 3/27).

Imperialist Roots of Famine
The famine in South Sudan is a case study in how
imperialism and deadly proxy wars lead directly to
mass misery for workers. China controls 75 percent of
Sudan’s oil, and has invested billions of dollars in the
country’s infrastructure (Sudan Tribune, 8/3/16). The
Chinese bosses’ interests have been threatened by U.S.
financing of rebel groups in the oil-rich south, which

led to the creation in 2012 of South Sudan. The resulting civil war has conscripted tens of thousands of child
soldiers, among other atrocities (TeleSur, 2/21/15).
Meanwhile, China has maneuvered among South Sudan’s bosses to regain access to oil there (Huffington
Post, 6/23/16), and even to instigate attacks against
U.S. aid workers (Foreign Policy, 8/16/16).
As among all thieves, there is no honor among capitalists. The U.S. and China continue funding whatever
proxy forces might benefit their interests, no matter
the cost. More than 250,000 workers have been forced
to abandon crops and flee for their lives. Famine is the
inevitable result. As Stephen O’Brien, the UN’s chief
of humanitarian affairs and emergency relief, noted,
“The famine in South Sudan is man-made. Parties to
the conflict are parties to the famine—as are those
not intervening to make the conflict stop” (Al Jazeera,
3/11). Predictably, O’Brien avoided any direct criticism
of the two imperialist super-powers responsible for
this catastrophe.

Dark Night Shall Have Its End
To build a mass anti-imperialist movement to
smash this capitalist system, its racist borders, and imperialist wars and famines, the international working
class must organize a revolutionary communist party.
Communism means a world where workers unite to
free us from hunger and material deprivation while
sharing what we have in times of both abundance
and scarcity. We need all workers, students, and soldiers—you!—to join Progressive Labor Party and fight
to make communism a reality.J
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High School Name Change

Students, Workers Win Fight to Change
Racist School Name, Struggle Continues
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA, July 27—To
thunderous applause from over 70 supporters
in the room, the Fairfax County School Board
(FCSB) voted 7-2 with two abstentions to change
the name of J.E.B. Stuart High School, capping
a campaign of over two years. The struggle was
launched by a multiracial group of current Stuart
students, the Students for Change, who declared
in 2015 that having their school named for a Confederate general, with his image adorning some
walls, was not acceptable.
The revolutionary communist Progressive
Labor Party (PLP) salutes the brave antiracist student fighters of Fairfax County, Virginia! Workers
and students throughout the nation are tearing
down Confederate statues and renaming schools,
and Fairfax County has joined this process! This
struggle is an important victory that can add momentum to the antiracist struggles against Confederate monuments nationwide.
As in every struggle for reform under capitalism, there are limitations and challenges ahead,
such as the opening left for the neo-Confederates. They have lost this round but are not out, as
we shall see.

The U.S. Civil War
In 1861, southern U.S. states seceded and
launched a war to create a purely slave-based
nation. The U.S. government ultimately defeated
the Confederacy after over 200,000 Black workers
joined the Union Army, marching south with their
white and immigrant comrades to liberate their
sisters and brothers still enslaved.
J.E.B. Stuart, originally a U.S. Army officer, became a Confederate general to defend the slave
system of Virginia and the rest of the South. He
led raids into the North to capture Blacks in Pennsylvania and bring them back into slavery during
the war. He was finally killed in the Battle of Yellow
Tavern in 1864 by Union soldiers.

Naming the High
School in 1958
Why would any school honor this racist slaver
in the 20th Century? The Fairfax County School
Board (FCSB) named the high school (originally
designated “Munson Hill High School”) in his honor in 1958, during the period of massive resistance
to the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision
by the U.S. Supreme Court, which ordered the
end of segregation in schools. The government
of Virginia and FCSB members fought against the
Brown ruling, refusing to allow Black children to
attend formerly all-white schools.
In response to a racist citizens’ group objecting to the School Board even having a committee named “the Committee on Desegregation”
in 1955, the Board quickly and unanimously
changed the name to the Committee on Segregation. Robert Davis, School Board chair, said that
the purpose of the committee was “…to equip
ourselves with facts so that we can intelligently
fight desegregation if we have to” (Washington
Post, 9/21/1955). Despite successful lawsuits by
Black parents, the School Board defiantly kept
County schools almost entirely racially segregated until the mid-1960s, over ten years after the
Brown decision.
Naming the school for a Confederate general
was a logical action for a racist School Board, determined not to allow school integration. If putting a sign up blatantly saying “whites only” was
now illegal, they had the next best thing with racist icon “J.E.B. Stuart” High School.

Two Years of Struggle
Today, the FCSB is made up of nine Democrats

and 2 Republicans. Given the lip service that the
Democratic Party pays to anti-racism, one might
assume that the body would quickly agree to
change the name of the school once students
brought it to their attention. Students at the formerly all-white high school are today about 50
percent Latin, 24 percent white, 10 percent Black,
14 percent Asian, and 2 percent two or more
races. The advocates for change had secured
over 35,000 signatures on a petition to make the
change. Even the Board’s very limited and biased
poll of families in the area of the school showed
that over 30 percent were offended by the name
and wanted to see it changed.
But in the summer of 2016, after more than a
year of struggle, the School Board member who
supported the change was unable to get a majority in favor of the change. To buy some time,
she secured agreement from the Board instead
to form an “Ad Hoc Committee” of citizens to supposedly research the issue more fully and revisit
the issue the following school year.
The Ad Hoc Committee was made up of those
who favored the change. Those who opposed
the change were called “Keepers” (also known as
“racists”), and a few who initially were undecided.
The high school students on the Ad Hoc Committee played a vital role in continuing the fight to
change the name even in the face of some of the
elite adults on the Committee (including the former Chief of Staff of the Republican Congressional Representative) who belittled them and spread
lies about them as bullies in the school. The Ad
Hoc Committee’s subcommittees ultimately submitted strong reports in favor of change, while
the Keepers submitted their own reports opposing change.

Students Take The Lead
The Students for Change refused to back
down. They continued to testify at School Board
meetings (see CHALLENGE, 6/28) and organize
other students to support the struggle. Meanwhile, parents and others who supported the students carried out media campaigns and lobbied
school board members to take the right stand.
Finally, the night of July 27 arrived. Would the
School Board reinforce the 1958 action and allow
the racist name to stand? Or would they vote to
change it? Desperately trying to round up enough
votes to pass the change, the school board member from the J.E.B. Stuart area agreed to a compromise that could prove fatal.
In addition to stating clearly that the name
“J.E.B. Stuart” had to go, the resolution encour-

aged the community to adopt the name “Stuart”
instead. No particular association with any historical figure was suggested. The stated purpose
was to save money on changing sports uniforms
since “Stuart” was already the only designation
on them. On its face, this name would be absurd.
Would each student decide which “Stuart” he/
she liked? More dangerously, such a designation
would preserve at some level the heritage of J.E.B.
Stuart, and not represent a full rejection of racist
Confederate values.
Our struggle continues today into a “community input” process for the new name. The
Students for Change and their supporters insist
that “Stuart” be completely eliminated, and that a
more inspirational name be selected.

Students, PL’ers
Fight Side By Side
A resolution to postpone the decision for
many more months almost passed (5-6) before
the motion to change the name came up for a
vote, thanks to two school board Democrats, who
then abstained on the main motion to change
the school’s name! The Democrats were clearly
worried about how their action might play out
among their voters, while the two openly racist
Republicans were happy to simply vote against
the name change.
The working class cannot rely on such opportunistic politicians like the Democrats or open racist Republicans for any kind of leadership in the
class struggle. It was only because of bold leadership from students who refused to back down
that the School Board finally agreed, however ambiguously, to change the name.
Our struggle continues. PLP members have
been involved in this struggle for well over a year,
working hard to win the name change while discussing with students to carry on the struggle
against racism to communist revolution. Renaming a school from a known racist can be an important step to building working class consciousness
and preparing for larger battles against capitalism, armed with communist ideas.
CHALLENGE is read by several students who
are interested in our Party, and who want go beyond a name change for the school and change
this entire racist capitalist system. We will continue sharpening this antiracist struggle and keep
building a movement that can take our class all
the way to communism!J
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Chicago: Working-Class Unity
Revs Up Auto Mechanic Strike
CHICAGO, August 5—A strike
of 1,700 auto mechanics from 130
car dealerships is now in its second week. Workers are demanding that the Chicago Automobile
Trade Association (CATA) give
workers what they deserve after
the last two contracts have given
concessions to the bosses.
The workers represented by
Automobile Mechanics’ Local 701
are fighting for a guaranteed 40hour work week, better schedules,
higher apprentice wages, and a
reinstated 4-year apprentice program in place of an 8-year one.
They have said that mechanics
have not been paid for all the
hours they work, and that bosses
are making it more difficult for apprentices to find their way into the
industry.
PL’ers went to the picket lines
to support the striking mechanics,
and to bring a long-term, communist alternative to the crumbs
thrown to us by the bosses. We
brought the workers water and
held up their strike signs with them
with pride. We led chants such as,
“shut it down, shut it tight—the
bosses can’t profit when the workers unite!” The workers thanked us and welcomed
our presence and support. We distributed CHALLENGES and got into many discussions.
One worker we spoke to came from Vietnam
and was a neighbor of a PL member, and it turned
out he went to the same ESL school that another
comrade taught in. He thought that revolution
was going a little too far because he did not like
war and his dad suffered a lot in Vietnam and died
in a camp. It is important to win the working class
to see that the ruling class will never, and has
never, handed over power willingly. For the international working class to win a world run by and
for workers, revolution is a must—communist
revolution.
Another young worker was an immigrant from
Mexico, who came here when he was eight. The

racist system has held him back in many ways—
first, he couldn’t start mechanic school until he
was a permanent resident, so he had to wait until
years after high school. Now, the bosses are holding him back in an 8-year apprentice program.

Worker Solidarity vs.
Individualism
In an important show of solidarity, experienced workers are standing strong in this strike,
though key aspects of the struggle are for better
conditions and better pay for newer, less experienced mechanics. One striker was quoted saying,
“It took me two years to become a journeyman
back when I started in this business, and they’re
asking these guys basically to give up eight years
of their lives to learn the trade” (CBS Chicago, 9/1).

Capitalist ideology and media are used to convince workers to look out for themselves only, and
not get involved in others’ battles. That ideology is
losing here!
When we visited workers on the fifth day of
the strike, their spirits seemed high. We in PLP
must continue to build support for these workers, as they should be setting the mood for all
workers. At the same time, we must bring forward
the understanding that unions and contracts will
never end the wage exploitation that this capitalist system is based in. Union leadership misleads
workers into thinking the system can be reformed
to work for us—but only a worker-run communist
world will truly benefit the working class. Support
striking mechanics and spread the fight back!
Long live the international working class.J

Capitalist Borders Kill, Traumatize 100

Smash Racist Murder of Immigrant Workers
CHICAGO, July 29—In San Antonio, ten people were dead and 20 hospitalized in dire conditions after found in what was essentially an oven
and gas chamber on wheels—100 migrant workers and children crammed into a tractor trailer in
searing Texas heat without water, food, light, or
fresh air.
The workers trapped were as young as 15
years old and one was the father of 5. These workers came from Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras.
Most were fleeing increasing capitalist violence or
horrible economic conditions.
Some escaped the hospital to avoid ICE agents
and the threat of deportation. Those who survived asphyxiation and heatstroke now face deportation. Among the death-via-deportation list
are migrants who are now permantely disabled
with irreversible brain damage. This is a murder
case of 100 members of our class by capitalism.

Capitalism Guilty of Murder
The racist capitalist bosses have these workers’ blood on their hands. These horrendous

conditions are what pass for human migration
under capitalism. While the bosses courts may
potentially charge only person, driver James Matthew Bradley. Progressive Labor Party charges the
whole system with murder (see protest photos in
Chicago and Brooklyn).

Obama, Clinton, Trump =
All Part of Racist Plan
Donald Trump built his campaign on anti-immigrant racism, but the liberal bosses Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton were just as vicious against
our immigrant sisters and brothers. For example,
Clinton militarized the US-Mexico border by doubling the INS (ICE’s predecessor) budget; he also
doubled the number of Border Patrol agents and
the amount of fencing and other barriers. Obama
then outdid all other presidents, becoming the
Deporter-in-Chief by deporting 3.2 million immigrants, more than any other in history.
The racist bosses attack our immigrant sisters
and brothers to make super-profits by lowering

Continued on page 5
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Nissan Workers’ Anti-Racist
Campaign to Unionize
MISSISSIPPI, August
4—“It’s the beginning of
a war!” That’s how one Nissan worker responded
to his co-workers voting
2,244 to 1,307 to reject
union representation. The
United Auto Workers union (UAW) has led a 14year campaign at the Nissan plants here to unionize
the workers. Nissan has 48
auto plants around the
world and all are unionized except for those in the
U.S. This most recent vote
is another disappointing
defeat for union organizing across the southern
U.S., following similar setbacks at Volkswagen in
Tennessee and Boeing in
South Carolina.
Unlike the other campaigns, this one was particularly antiracist. Of the
6,000 workers in the Canton plant, over 75 percent are Black. The pay rate averages about $3/
hour below that of the Nissan plant in Smyrna,
Tennessee that is majority white workers. Almost
half of the Canton workers are temp workers employed through Kelly Services, working across the
line from the permanent workers for about half
the pay. This represents the racist exploitation
that is standard under capitalism. All workers are
exploited, creating profit for the bosses. Racism
is a dangerous tool used by the bosses to keep
workers divided and to try to convince white
workers to not fight back, to protect their “better” wages.
The UAW organized the Mississippi Alliance for Fairness at Nissan (MAFN), a coalition
of student groups, clergy, community, and civil
rights groups. They used civil disobedience to
win back the job of a worker who was fired for
pro-union activity, and organized the more than
5,000-strong March on Mississippi last spring.
Despite all of this, the union still had only a
slim majority of workers signed up when they
filed for an election with the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB). The Nissan bosses worked
hard to make sure of that. Once the vote was
scheduled, the bosses forced thousands of workers to sit through one-on-one hour-long meetings that were used to bribe and threaten them
while Nissan ran anti-union videos in the plant as
well as TV ads. Some were told they would lose
their special employee rates on new cars while
others received long overdue raises and new car
deals.
Nissan had plenty of ammunition by pointing
to the UAW’s inability to defend its members and
asking, “Do you want Canton to become another
Detroit or Flint?” They also used the unfolding
scandal of a former UAW-VP in charge of Chrysler
and the Chrysler VP for Labor Relations allegedly
stealing millions from a training fund for Chrysler
hourly workers while they negotiated UAWChrysler contracts.
Most workers realized they might lose this
round, but saw it as the beginning of the next
phase of what has become a long-term struggle. The NLRB has charged Nissan with Unfair Labor Practices, including threatening to close the
plant, cut wages and benefits, and interrogating
workers. If these charges are upheld, the NLRB
could order a new unionization vote within six
months.

Unions are really not the long-term answer for
the working class, though. Unionization on the
job is a means to unite workers and secure some
reforms under the system, but won’t smash racism or end capitalist exploitation. The Nissan campaign underlines how the UAW’s strategy of relying on politicians and the bosses’ laws and courts
has brought the union to the brink of irrelevance.
It is crucial to win workers to see beyond those re-

form struggles to fight for an end to this deadly
system.
The main challenge for PLP is to be more involved in struggles like this. As one worker said,
“I don’t take this as a loss because I have learned
so much…during this process.” By being in these
battles we can learn from the workers and help
them to see past the misleaders who seem to offer so much, but won’t deliver.J

TX: Smash
Murderous Borders
When society places hundreds
of proletarians in such a position
that they inevitably meet a too
early and an unnatural death,
one which is quite as much a
death by violence as that by the
sword or bullet; its deed is murder just as surely as the deed of
the single individual.”
—Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the
Working Class in England, 1845.

Continued from page 4
their wages. In a similar way, they super-exploit
Black and women workers by paying them less.
Capitalism is built on the racist super-exploitation
of Black and Latin workers. The more they divide
us, the weaker we all are and the more we suffer.

Communism Will End the
Horrors of Borders
Only by rejecting the bosses’ racist and
sexist divisions as a unified international

working class can we ever hope to escape the
misery of capitalism. By means of a mass communist Progressive Labor Party, we can smash the
bosses and their system and avenge the victims
of San Antonio and countless others.
When the international working class rules
society through a mass PLP, we will end this capitalist horror show. We will plan human migration, political and cultural life, and the economy
to meet the needs of our class. There won’t be
workers and children dying daily in the desert, or
drowning in boats in the ocean! We will tear down
the borders that divide our class.
Our motto, “Workers of the world, unite!” will
lead the way. The future is belongs to us, if we
choose to fight for it. Join and build Progressive
Labor Party today to smash all borders.J
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LETTERS

Chicago Project Helped Me
Counter Black Nationalism
and other Anti-Worker Ideas

One of the things that I took from the Chicago July Project experience was the idea that we
need more multiracial unity in order to fight the
system and not be split by identity politics and
nationalism. Coming from a Black Nationalist
family, I asked a white comrade about his family’s experience with Irish nationalism. He told me
about how the British used different religions to
oppress and divide and reap maximum profits
from the Irish even though they are “white.”
With this knowledge in mind, I was able to
talk to a worker who took the paper but was
saying how we need Black Nationalism. I countered with the experiences of workers in Africa
and the Caribbean to show how capitalism oppresses workers no matter the bosses’ skin color.
He ended up giving a donation as well. The enthusiasm of my fellow comrades gave me more
confidence to approach workers who I wouldn’t
normally and it led to good conversations and
more donations.
When I went to Chicago, I was initially apprehensive. I had bad preconceived ideas of how
dangerous the working-class neighborhoods
were from mainstream, capitalist media. The labor history tour showed me the real history of
working class Chicago. It showed me the error
of my thought that it is just gangs and violence.
It really showed me how capitalism divides the
working class immigrant populations and created the gangs.
I hope to take these experiences to help
struggle with my family who have these ideas.
I hope I can show them CHALLENGE and move
them in the right direction. I am excited to attend next year’s summer project.
HHHHH

In Cuba, I Organized to
Defend Revolution
I am a communist and was raised in Cuba. I
was four years old at the triumph of the revolution. I was raised during a period when socialism
was being built in a country where the communist party led this process. I was a member of the
communist youth and was involved in the revolutionary process until the collapse of the old
communist movement due to all the mistakes
made building socialism to get to communism.
Yet, in Cuba mass organizations were created, most of the people were in these organizations. For example, the Committees to Defend
the Revolution, where people organized against
imperialist attacks. Through these committees
we would volunteer to take care of the properties on the block, we wouldn’t let any felon do
their misdeeds.
Before becoming law, all bills were discussed
in the Peoples’ Power Assemblies and through
out the country in mass organizations such as:
Federación De Mujeres Cubanas, Federación
Estudiantil Universitaria, Federación Estudiantil
De La Enseñanza Media And Central De Trabajadores De Cuba. After discussing the bills, adding or deleting something, after the changes the
masses demanded were made, finally those bills
were approved by the National Assembly.
The revolutionary committees and other
organizations organized the different actions,
amongst which was the mass agricultural mobilizations to plant and harvest the different products needed.

HHHHH

We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide.

NEA Convention

The Struggle to Defend
Immigrant Students
Uncovers Antiracist
Teachers

I was one of about 7,500 delegates in Boston
at the National Education Association (NEA), the
largest teachers’ union in the U.S., in early July.
I hoped to challenge the NEA leadership at the
microphone and find some antiracist fighters
over the course of the five-day convention.
My overall analysis from this experience is
that most teachers believe in social justice and
care about their students, but do not yet have
a communist outlook. But many educators do
understand that capitalist institutions are the
source of injustice.
Also, I concluded that the leadership of the
NEA is unwilling to advocate for what we need.
The NEA leadership will quickly squash any
debate not in lock-step with their liberal, proestablishment, anti-worker agenda. We need
to organize ourselves and build a revolutionary
party group within the NEA to challenge this
agenda.

Battle over Resolutions
At the NEA’s Representative Assembly, new
business items (NBIs) are proposals for NEA action. I submitted three NBIs and all won majority
“yes” votes from the teachers. I received a lot of
high fives from teachers I knew. But what happened ‘between the aisles’ was the real victory.
The first NBI focused on the historic, racist
causes and detrimental effects that forced migration and deportations have on students and
communities. The second was to stop schools
from collaborating with Immigration Customs
Enforcement (ICE). The third was in support of
the workers in Puerto Rico against the horrible PROMESA austerity measures imposed on
the education system and the workers. Austerity was imposed to raise money to pay the rich
capitalists who hold Puerto Rico’s government
bonds—odious debt that was not incurred to
benefit the working class. The NBIs are pub-

lished daily and as a result, many people from
around the country contacted me about them,
often with a desire to support and speak.
For the NBI about educators declining to
work with ICE, many teachers, in their email
exchanges with me, had expressed fear about
breaking the law. In response, I said:
Fear. In discussing this NBI with many people from across the country, I realize that
FEAR is the biggest reason why people
are against it. And I know that most of my
Black students, Latin students, LGBTQ students, undocumented students and Muslim students live in fear of the police every
day and have for a long time. This NBI only
seeks to have us stand up for our students.
We can’t let our fear keep us from acting.
What I am asking you to do is minor in
comparison to what others face every day.
We now have the opportunity and I think,
the responsibility, to stand with our students and decline to collaborate with ICE
in our schools and communities.
The NBI passed to enthusiastic applause
from the delegates.

Between the Aisles
I met people serious about struggle. I tried
to keep my conversations focused on destroying capitalism. Some of the new fighters I met:
•
A woman from Puerto Rico whose son
has been arrested twice because he is
protesting the austerity state
•
A teacher-comrade who was willing to
tie Puerto Rican struggle to the horrendous austerity measures being thrust on
their working class city in the northeast
U.S.
•
A retired teaching couple from the rural
south who are organizing their community in response to the crisis of poisoned
water and high cancer rates as a probable result of strip mining
•
A formerly undocumented southwest
teacher who had been affected by the
horrible migrant farm conditions as a
boy and was trying to help secure better conditions for his students and their
families
•
A teacher from an urban area trying to
increase the ratio of counselors to students and get rid of police presence in
schools
The NBIs I submitted asked teachers to do
very modest things. But it did spark conversations about the serious limitations of reforms
and the serious problems within the NEA. We
also exchanged contact information. The verbal
support from my new antiracist friends emboldened me to help some local, non-delegate PL’ers
distribute 1,000 flyers calling for communist
revolution outside the meeting venue.
Hopefully these activities will encourage
these fighters to join our movement for a permanent solution to capitalist exploitation and
racism: communism.J
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The Bolshevik Chronicles: Underground Passage of Propaganda

Continued from page 8
Organizing at the Workplace
Not only were Bolsheviks intimately connected with workers in factories. During an eightmonth period, 140,000 copies of leaflets were
written especially for peasants. They also had
a special military organization, with a newspaper called Soldiers’ Life, which was in touch with
nearly every unit. They sent comrades to villages
wherever recruiting officers would appear; they
would educate people as to the political purpose
for a Tsarist army. If people were forcibly recruit-

ed, they were instructed not to shoot their class
brothers but to join them.
At every workplace, the Bolsheviks fought to
expose the reformists, and prove that communists are able to organize under all conditions:
In the factories and mills, in their newspapers, the Bolsheviks conducted a vigorous
campaign exposing the liberal misleaders
and fake leftists. The Bolsheviks, by their arguments in the debates, by their reasoned
and timely proposals, by their knowledge
of the situation of the workers in the factories…by drawing workers into the solution
of the questions, by patient preparation of
struggle…proved their correctness and superiority to other Parties…(paraphrased)
It is necessary to systematically convince
and prove. It is necessary to systematically
expose the liberals and misleaders in a
popular way with the aid of facts, without
forgetting that these class enemies are still
followed by the workers. It is necessary to organize the struggle, it is necessary to prove
to the workers that the Communists are able
to organize, and paralyze the reformist misleaders. This can be achieved not mechanically, but based on concrete conditions.
At the present moment when the situation
of workers in every capitalist country has
worsened, when the number of unemployed
has mounted into the millions, when all the

burdens of the economic and financial crisis
coupled with the expenses of the preparations for imperialist wars are being thrown
on the backs of the workers, it becomes
possible and necessary for the Communist
Party to overcome all the difficulties and improve its work.”
—“Bolshevism vs Reformism” by Pyatnitsky,
reprinted in PL Magazine 11 no. 4, Sept/Oct
1978)
The Bolsheviks utilized their newspaper in the
factories to gain political hegemony over misleaders attempting to organize. Together with approaching workers open to communist ideas, the
Bolsheviks built a base among the workers while
tirelessly exposing the evils of liberal misleaders.
It is to the credit of thousands more workingclass people and communists that organizing,
building, and wining the Revolution of 1917 was
possible. In 2017, as conditions all around the
world deteriorate, as the ruling class intensifies
fascism, the lessons from Pyatnitsky’s and other
Bolshevik’s practice will become evident—organize under any and all conditions, rely on the
masses or perish.J
A second article depicts Piatnitsky’s escape in 1907
from the heavily guarded Kiev prison, the collective effort
after a 1908 arrest, and his 1914-17 exile in Siberia. The
third and final article documents more rebellions in Russia and some reasons why a revolution did not take place
within Germany’s union organizations.

N RED EYE ON THE NEWS . . .
Below are excerpts from mainstream
newspapers that may be of use for our
readers. Abbreviations: NYT=New York Times,
GW=Guardian Weekly,
LAT=Los Angeles Times

Greece: Workers reject capitalism;
defy courts, seize & run factory

Guardian, 7/18 — At the height of the Greek
crash in 2011….the owners of [Viome] had gone
bust…in Thessaloniki. Their plant, which manufactured chemicals for the construction industry,
would be shut….[with] immediate layoffs, and
dozens of families…plunged into poverty….The
workers’ chances of getting another job were
close to nil. So they decided to occupy their own
plant….[and] turned it upside down….
…No one is boss….no hierarchy…everyone
is on the same wage….Here everyone gathers
at 7am for a mud-black Greek coffee and a chat
about what has to be done….the day’s tasks divvied up. And, yes, they each take turns to clean
the toilets.
…A bunch of middle-aged men and women
who have spent their entire careers on the wrong
end of barked orders about what to do and when
to do it…seized ownership of their workplace
and their own working lives….And they immediately align themselves to principles of the purest
equality possible….
Dimitris Koumatsioulis [said]…”We’re all united. We have forgotten the concept of ‘I’ and can
function collectively as ‘we’.”
The other massive change…is between the
factory and its neighbors….The workers…could
only do so with the help of Thessaloniki locals.
Whenever…former owners came to requisition
their equipment, as a court had given them permission to do, hundreds of residents would form
a human chain in front of the plant….When the
workers consulted the local community about
what…to produce, one request was to stop making building chemicals. They now largely manufacture soap and eco-friendly household detergents….
Staff use the building as an assembly point for
local refugees,…the offices being turned over to

medics for a weekly free neighborhood clinic for
workers and locals….These are people who have
been failed by capitalism; now they reject capitalism as a failure….At Viome,…the result is a strong
bond of loyalty between workers and their community.
…Swarms of people turned up for a fundraiser. They…watched a play by Dario Fo, enacted
by a national theatre company. The lead actress
altered dome of the lines to refer to this place:…
”They sell their soaps everywhere. And everyone
is buying it!” Cheers broke out…alongside some
fervent dabbing of eyes….
Greece has struggled to welcome refugees,
but in Thessaloniki Viome workers are stepping in
to help….
They earn the same amount as they would
receive in unemployment benefits. And when
night falls, one of the workers stays on to stand
guard — just in case the old owners come back.
During the day, a line of empty barrels acts as a
barricade….Come and see what democracy looks
like when exercised directly by the people themselves. Come to Viome.

Racist N.J. troopers shoot innocent
youths driving while Black

NYT, 8/4 — Leroy Grant and Danny Reyes…
[were] critically wounded by gunshots….[when]
in a car on the New Jersey Turnpike with two other young men, all from New York City, all in their
early 20s, driving to a college basketball showcase in North Carolina….A pair of state troopers
pulled them over…[saying] their car was clocked
by radar going 74 miles per hour….The troopers
began firing in self-defense, the official news release said….The state police said they were “unemployed.”
The police had fired 11 shots, maiming Mr.
Reyes and Mr. Grant, injuring Rayshawn Brown
and terrifying the driver, Keshon Moore.
…Three were…college students. A search by
the police turned up no weapons, no drugs, no
“contraband” but did find basketball gear, a few
schoolbooks, a Bible and a copy of “The Long Valley” by John Steinbeck. The 74 m.p.h. radar reading was fiction. There was no radar in the police

vehicle….This was…standard practice when
blacks were stopped.
The troopers had been disproportionately
pulling over blacks on the turnpike by the thousands every year….While every racial group
sped on the turnpike, black motorists were five
to 16 times more likely to be stopped. The racial
stops…were a standard part of state police training….Democratic and Republican governors …
either did nothing or denied anything was wrong.
The young men were “suspects” of nothing….
Mr. Reyes’ arm is lined with scars after years
of…surgery. Mr. Grant…still feels aches in the leg
that was blown open by the bullet.

France: Macron mirrors Trump’s
capitalist path

GW, 7/28 — French president Emmanuel
Macron has come under fire for cuts to housing
benefits….in a move affecting millions of French
people — including many living below the poverty line….hitting the poorest people foremost.
More than 800,000 of those affected were students, causing students’ unions to demand the
government “instantly withdraw” the plan. The
government… [is] seeking to void students joining potential protests against Macron’s proposed
changes to labor laws….Macron’s…targeting
the poor and favoring the rich… [by] loosening
France’s wealth tax….A study found that the richest 10% of France’s households will likely benefit
the most from Macron’s proposed tax cuts.

….And his cops pepper spray
sleeping immigrant children

NYT, 7/27 — PARIS — …Routine police harassment of migrants in Calais…detail[ed] officers’
nearly daily use of pepper spray as well as limited
access to food and destruction of migrant shelters….[including]….shortened hours…to distribute food and unsanitary conditions caused by a
lack of toilets and water….
“There’s nowhere else…[seen] to this extent
the use of pepper spray on people who were
sleeping and especially on sleeping children,” said
Michael Bochenek…[of ] the children’s rights division of Human Rights Watch.
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Building Bolsheviks: Osip Piatnitsky Part I

Underground Passage
for Propaganda

Osip Piatnitsky was
a revolitionary leader
who played a key role
in organizing the working class before, during,
and after the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917.
Born in 1882 as
Losif Aronovich Tarshis,
he had dozens of false
names and passports.
Pyatnitsky became a
tailor and worked in the
dressmakers’ and tailors’
shops while organizing
in a tailor’s union.
He formally joined
the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party in
1900 at age 18, and with
Vladimir Lenin, split to
form the Bolsheviks in
1903. From 1903 until
June 1914, he worked
in the illegal Bolshevik
underground in Russia,
alongside other working-class Bolshevik revolutionaries like Joseph
Stalin.
In this first of a three-part series, we outline
how communist work is impossible without a
massive base in the working class. At a time of
Czarist repression, massive police raids and arrests, all Bolshevik organized that remained were
illegal and survived because of the working class.
Communist ideas in the minds of masses of workers is our most powerful weapon, and is what
makes our class invincible and the bosses strategically weak over the long term.

Revolution, A Life-and-Death
Commitment

Bolshevik soldiers in Petrograd of October Revolution, 1917
pamphlets, and Iskra.

Fruits, Bibles, and
other Disguises
Most Bolshevik work necessitated “underground” publication. One printing shop in Moscow was disguised as a wholesale fruit vendor.
Small manifestos, (like those for May Day) exceeded 100,000. The difficulty lay not in the actual
printing but in getting the paper and in sending
out the printed matter. Printed material was taken out of the shop in wicker baskets, usually used
in real fruit shops. A family that owned bakeries
volunteered to receive the leaflets in their shops
where it was then sent to houses with couriers for
all the districts. Thus within fifteen minutes the
leaflets were gotten to the various districts, which
in turn distributed them in the factories and workshops.
During 1902-3 there were mass strikes of rail
workers and demonstrations of up to 20,000
workers. The demand for Iskra literature was so
great that it was impossible to satisfy. Piatnitsky
had to organize publication of the papers in Berlin. One method of smuggling across borders was

by disguising their propaganda as Lithuanian religious books. Their literature had to match the
serial numbers of the books. The dimensions of
weight and packing had to be the same, and only
waterproof packing could be used. The comrades
also made suitcases with double bottoms and of
various brands. “We performed this operation on
all the suitcases of students who were sympathetic to the Iskra group.” But even that wasn’t enough.
The Bolsheviks invented breastplates for the
men in waistcoats where they could stuff two or
three hundred copies of Iskra and thin pamphlets.
For women they constructed special bodices and
sewed literature into their skirts. Women could
carry three or four hundred copies of Iskra. Piatnitsky devoted all his time to his in addition to
working a factory job in Germany.
Just prior to January 1905 there occurred
massive waves of strikes. Comrades in Germany
cut off the margins of the paper to reduce the
weight and compressed the papers. They then
resorted to printing on thinner paper and stuffing
them into picture frames or book covers.

A crisis in his early life occurred when two
comrades got in a cab with literature while he remained to reestablish connections, and they were
arrested. The police beat one man, Rogut, until he
lost consciousness. Piatnitsky wanted to go to the
station and confess that he had asked Rogut to be
in possession of the literature in order to get him
out of jail. Others convinced him that he would
probably be apprehended and Rogut not released. He found out later that Rogut had hanged
himself or had been killed through torture. He felt
personally responsible because Rogut was not
even a member of the Iskra organization. “His death made a terrible impression on me. I firmly resolved that
from now on my life belonged to the
revolution.”
All the communist politics, news, and struggle from around the world!
From 1902 to 1914, he journeyed
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illegally through Germany, France, and
Poland to publish and then smuggle
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the Bolshevik newspaper, Iskra, into
Russia. This mass presence of Marxist
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ideas—read by millions of workers,
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peasants and soldiers in the Russian
army—was instrumental to the comMake check or money order to:
ing revolution of 1917 and the goal
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of workers’ power. Piatnitsky was delegated by the Party to guarantee distribution of all propaganda—leaflets,
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