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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18th to 25th January
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power
(cf. Exodus 15:6)
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Share the Journey prayer
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Material for 2018 was produced in the Caribbean and uses
Exodus 15, a song of triumph over oppression, as the motif of
the Week of Prayer. The contemporary Caribbean is deeply
marked by the dehumanizing project of colonial exploitation.
Very regrettably, during five hundred years of colonialism and
enslavement, Christian missionary activity in the region, with
the exception of a few outstanding examples, was closely tied
to this dehumanizing system and in many ways rationalized it
and reinforced it. Whereas those who brought the Bible to this
region used the scriptures to justify their subjugation of a
people in bondage, in the hands of the enslaved, it became an
inspiration, an assurance that God was on their side, and that
God would lead them into freedom.
The themes of daily material raise some of the contemporary
issues addressed by the churches of the Caribbean. Abuses of
human rights are found across the region and we are
challenged to consider our manner of welcoming of the
stranger into our midst. Human trafficking and modern-day
slavery continue to be huge issues. Addiction to pornography
and drugs, continue to be serious challenges to all societies.
The debt crisis has a negative impact upon the nations and
upon individuals – the economies of the nations and people
have become precarious. Family life continues to be
challenged by the economic restrictions which lead to
migration, domestic abuse and violence.
The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds in
the body of Christ. Reconciliation demands repentance,
reparation and the healing of memories. The whole Church is
called to be both a sign and an active agent of this
reconciliation.
Download booklet at:
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2018/
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God our refuge, you share the journey with
migrants and refugees, lightening their
footsteps with hope. For you, Lord, are
close to the broken-hearted.
Pour out your Spirit upon world leaders.
May they see the tragedies of our human
family, and be moved to respond with
wisdom, compassion and courage.
Open our eyes and hearts to the God-given
dignity of all your people. Move us to
welcome our neighbours, and so bear
witness to your love.
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Rachel McCarthy/CAFOD
War, persecution, natural disaster and
poverty force millions of people from their
homes. Most come from poor countries,
and seek safety in poor countries nearby.
We cannot turn away. These are human
beings with hopes, fears, desires and stories
to share, just like each one of us.
Pope Francis has declared this time a
‘unique opportunity’ for us to press our
governments to make global commitments
which place the human dignity of people on
the move at their heart.
Add your voice to his.
Sign the petition today.
https://e-activist.com/page/12965/petition/1

God’s own country?
How often have we looked at a landscape and heard a companion sigh with contentment and say “this is
God’s own country!” It could be a Lancastrian, a Yorkshireman, a Welshman, a Highlander or indeed an
inhabitant of anywhere in the world.
We have a very strong sense of identity with home. This can have negative consequences, leading to
tribalism and even violence. How many wars have been fought in the name of the “Fatherland” or the
“Motherland”, probably far more than have ever been fought in the name of religion?
But a true appreciation of our local landscape is a spiritual thing. It is having a glimpse of Eden. But many
people will never experience that glimpse of Eden because they are not receptive to the wonders of creation
staring them in the face. Our glimpses can be much more than just admiring our own local landscape, they
can be responses to both the immensity of creation, such as looking up at the night sky from a site free of
light pollution, and to its detail as we wonder at the delicacy of a tiny flower or insect.
Appreciation of our natural world is a grace and, as such, enables us to grow in love. It trains our eye to see
more clearly the beauty of God’s creation. There has to be a seed-bed in which this grace can grow. It might
appear far more difficult for a city-dweller surrounded by concrete to receive the initial seed, but grace is for
everyone and once sown by an encounter with the natural world, the effects can be life-changing. Being
grounded in the earth is a blessing. In his book “The worm forgives the plough” John Stewart Collis quotes an
Indian seer: “The touch of the earth is always invigorating to the son of the earth even when he seeks
supra-physical knowledge”
It is a paradox that living in the country does not necessarily bring a deep appreciation of the natural world.
Many wealthy people move from cities into rural areas, yet bring their city values with them. They may think
of themselves as “countrymen”, wearing tweed, driving 4x4s and indulging in “country sports” but, surely,
only those with a deep spiritual connection with the natural world can be real countrymen. Such a person
may not live in the country, but treasures it and seeks to preserve it. The city-dweller who is spirituallyconnected with the natural world is thus far more a countryman than a country-dweller who is blind to its
intrinsic value.
The landscape of the British Isles is almost wholly unnatural. The forests that clothed the lowland areas
before the arrival of humans have been cleared for agriculture; for the commercial exploitation of the
timber; and by conflict (armies often “lay waste”). England lost nearly half of its woodlands during WW1 to
meet the demands for timber created by trench warfare. Further insult has been added to our landscape by
mining (starting in prehistoric times), urbanisation and industrialisation.
Much of our countryside is still owned by powerful families (and increasingly by corporations) who can exert
a profound effect on the landscape, some maintaining large tracts under artificial management regimes for
what they euphemistically call “sport” – wilfully destroying God’s creatures for enjoyment or prestige, whilst
others, in the “agribusiness” seek to maximise its productivity at the expense of good stewardship. There
remain, however, many good landlords, in touch with nature, who recognise their responsibility for careful
stewardship and take immense pride in nurturing their land. They deserve our respect.
Yet our local landscape, whatever the insults it has suffered over millennia, is our home. It is OUR small part
of the much greater “common home” of all God’s creation. Its protection is OUR responsibility. Many people
feel that the environmental (and social) challenges that we face are too vast to comprehend, let alone tackle.
Yet if everybody fought to preserve their own small part of our common home - their particular “God’s own
country” - we would solve our environmental (and many of our social) problems. Those who stand up in their
own locality against morally-wrong activities are not NIMBYs, but beacons of justice.
Pope Francis points out that everything is inter-connected and our environmental and social problems have a
common cause - a lack of respect for God’s creation. It follows that we must involve ourselves in our local
communities so that our neighbours too can hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor and strive to
protect them both.
Dr Stephen Garsed
Environment Group Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission
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Catholics in England and Wales to celebrate
Peace Sunday 14 January 2018
No one can be unaware of the tens of thousands of people around the
globe who have been displaced and forced to leave their homes
because of violence, war, trafficking and climate-related disasters , so
it is no surprise that Pope Francis has chosen the theme ‘Migrants and
Refugees – men and women seekers of peace,’ for his 2018 Peace Day
message. Every year Catholics in England and Wales celebrate the
Pope’s message on Peace Sunday, promoted by Pax Christi and
supported by the International Affairs Department of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference.
In his letter to parishes, Archbishop Malcolm McMahon, National President of Pax Christi wrote:
"Many in the UK have responded to the invitation to shelter the stranger and more are involved in
campaigns to stem this tragic flow in their work to challenge the arms trade and protect the environment.
"With this timely theme, we are all invited to reflect on our role to be peacemakers and peace-seekers today."
“Every year we are encouraged by the creative ways in which parishes take on this challenge," said Pat Gaffney,
General Secretary of Pax Christi. "Some engage young people in writing special prayers, distributing prayer
cards and literature, telling or acting out stories that amplify the theme."
"Others create displays and exhibitions that draw people into the theme of the day. Many Parish Priests tell
us how they value the homily notes that are offered linking the theme to the readings of the day. And all of
this is supported by the materials Pax Christi send to every parish in the country and through resources on
the Pax Christi website."
Pax Christi works all year, here and around the globe, as an International Catholic Movement for Peace, to
support communities in their own peacemaking efforts and to shine the light on those things that deny
peace and fuel conflict: the global arms trade, the manufacture of fear and mistrust, the scapegoating of the
‘other’.
Pope Francis affirms this painstaking work in his message saying: "It is not enough to open our hearts to the
suffering of others. Much more remains to be done before our brothers and sisters can once again live
peacefully in a safe home."
Support for Peace Sunday not only allows a Gospel of Peace to be announced in our Churches it can also
provide much-needed financial support to the work of Pax Christi.
Resources for Peace Sunday can be found on the Pax Christi website. and can be used during the year

Resources can be downloaded at: http://paxchristi.org.uk/news-and-events/peace-sunday/
Donate at: http://paxchristi.org.uk/about-us/support-us/donation/
60 years of saving the world:
In February 1958, anti-nuclear activists
gathered at Methodist Central Hall in
London for what would be CND's first ever
meeting. 60 years on, this anniversary
presents us with an opportunity to look at
how we've contributed to the changes in
politics and society that have shaped the
lives of millions.
Read more about our past, present and future in this month's Campaign magazine, as
well as about the financial interests involved in the Trident debate.
Read Campaign: January edition
Download Campaign: January edition
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11th February 2018
www.church-poverty.org.uk/Sunday

Throughout his ministry, Jesus listened to people who were on the margins of his society.
He made visible those who were overlooked, and gave them hope.
Our churches are called to follow Jesus’ example:
to listen to voices from the margins and make them heard, so that things can change
Lord Jesus, you say that when someone gives food to the hungry,
when someone gives a drink to the thirsty,
when someone welcomes a stranger,
when someone clothes the poor,
when someone cares for the sick and when someone visits a prisoner,
they are really doing it for you.
Enable us, with the wealth of our society,
to do these things,
but help us first to listen to the voices of those we desire to assist and to welcome,
those who are on the margins,
because, in their strength and love and endurance,
they are your voice,
your words for us today.
Lord Jesus, we pray in your name.
Amen
Revd Nick Jowett, Church Action on Poverty in Sheffield
Get a resource pack and other materials for Church Action on Poverty Sunday at
www.churchpoverty.org./uk/sunday – or call 0161 872 9294.
For January Church Action on Poverty Newsletter
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/about-us/about-us/spark-newsletter/winter2018/sparkwinter2018pdf
Universal Credit: progress, but not enough
In the run-up to the autumn Budget, Church Action on Poverty joined our allies in the End Hunger UK
coalition to call for urgent action to tackle problems with the new Universal Credit.
Campaign actions by our supporters, and evidence shared by food aid providers made a difference. The
Chancellor announced that the roll-out would be slowed; that the six-week wait without any payment would
be cut to five; that Housing Benefit would be allowed to continue during the wait; and that benefit advances
would be made larger and easier to access. These changes will save thousands of people from destitution.
But Universal Credit is not fixed. Five weeks is still too long for people without savings or other support to
wait for money to which they are entitled. Benefit advances are still loans that must be repaid. And people
will still be affected by other benefit cuts, while inflation – particularly in food prices – is beginning to rise.
With those we proudly stand beside in End Hunger UK, we will keep on campaigning to tackle the issues that
lead to poverty and hunger.
Support the campaign to End Hunger in the UK – sign up for updates at www.endhungeruk.org see p.5
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Divestment Year in Review 2017
December 23rd, 2017 by Carolyn Fortuna from PlanetSave and Clean Technica
celebrates Catholic action!

A Network of Catholic Organizations Spurred Divestment in 2017
The Global Catholic Climate Movement is a response to Pope Francis’ call in the Encyclical (Laudato Si’
encyclicald) to understand the interconnections between humanity and the living earth. A group of 40
Catholic institutions announced in October, 2017 that they were divesting from fossil fuel companies and
investing in renewable energy.
The commitment is part of a response to the COP21 statement of Catholic Bishops from all continents. 2017
divestment included the first Catholic bank, several highly significant institutions in Assisi, archdioceses,
dioceses, religious orders, and lay organizations. A complement of important Catholic institution municipal
partners also signed on. (Did you know you can take an online course about the Encyclical? )
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/divestment-year-in-review-2017/
Every day in the UK people are going hungry because
they cannot afford to eat. You may know someone in
this position, or maybe this is you.
However, MPs don’t know how big the scale of this
problem is because, surprisingly, they do not collect
statistics on how many people can’t afford to eat, or
worry about where their next meal is coming from.
But we have a chance to change this and we need your help. Emma Lewell-Buck MP has created a 10-minute
Rule Bill which asks the government to start measuring food insecurity across the UK. This will have its second reading in the House of Commons on February 2nd 2018. It is really important that we get as many MPs
as possible to support this bill.
There are three ways YOU can support this bill:Food insecurity template letter for MPs
•
•
•
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Write to your MP requesting they sign on to the bill. You can submit an e-letter easily and quickly
here, or download a template letter to print and post.
Call your MP’s constituency office. Express your concern about food insecurity in your community.
Ask that they support the bill on the 2nd!
Get tweeting! Use our e-action to tweet your MP and ask them to support the bill on the 2nd!
Find out more at www.endhungeruk.org

www.globaljustice.org.uk/

Dangerous deals are being done in the dark
Trade has always been part of society and in itself it could be a good
thing. But nowadays trade deals have little to do with actual trade – they
aren’t simply about selling more “stuff” to other countries’ . Too often
they are about giving huge new powers to big business, affecting every
aspect of our society from the NHS to online privacy, from environmental
protection to food standards.

From the Philippines to Saudi Arabia to the United States,
British government ministers are flying around the world
to talk trade deals. Though big business lobbyists may get
access to these discussions, they take place in the dark,
with no accountability to the public or parliament.
We are campaigning on trade because these deals affect
every aspect of our society and we can’t let the government
sign away our rights and protections behind closed doors.
Chlorine washed chicken, privatised healthcare, weak banking regulations. We keep hearing how postBrexit trade deals, particularly with the US, could open the door for these things here. And the danger is not
just for us. Deals that the UK might do with countries in the global south, such as India, could threaten access
to medicines for millions of people and push countries into privatising public services.
The UK government has already started preparing for these deals behind closed doors. Parliament has no
say in starting, negotiating, amending or signing these deals – and the people have no voice.
Can we trust trade ministers, like Liam Fox, to make all the right choices if they don’t even have to tell us
what is being decided? If we are to see trade work for people and not just big business, we have to ensure
that the way deals are struck is open, honest and democratic.
The government has now brought a trade bill to parliament,
meaning we have a matter of months to make trade democratic.
MPs need to know what is at stake.
Please ask your MP to call for parliamentary scrutiny of trade deals
http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/campaigns/trade
Find out more at:
http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/why-trade-deals-are-threat
Post Brexit policies need proper scrutiny
Brexit can truly work miracles. Now it is suggested that it could even turn us into a Pacific nation. The outlandish suggestion from the Department for International Trade is that Britain could join the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), a sister deal to the now infamous TTIP between the US and EUWe can leave aside that
Britain is nowhere near the Pacific, and that TPP is so toxic that its main proponent, the US, has now pulled
out. So why would Liam Fox, Secretary of State for International Trade and President of the Board of Trade,
court such controversy by floating the idea that he wants to join it? Well, for one thing he generally supports
the big business agenda – and is openly backing international rules that would give more power to big drugs
and tech companies. Beneath the bluster and the desperation of the British government, there is a
dangerous agenda – and one our MPs may have no power to stop.
Read full article by Nick Dearden, director of Global Justice Now, in Guardian on 4th January
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/04/liam-fox-brexit-trade-policy-trans-pacificpartnership
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When they take you there,
the best of your life is taken away from you.’
Notes from the latest meeting of the
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Refugees
Posted on 20 December 2017 by Helen Byrne
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/appg-on-refugees/

The entrance to Yarls Wood IRC

The motto of the Poverty Truth Commission ‘Nothing about Us without Us is for Us,’ is one that Britain’s
parliamentarians would do well to remember. The idea that policy should be informed by those it affects;
that taking the time to acknowledge a person’s humanity by listening to their story is an indispensable part
of the policy making process, should go without saying.
I had the privilege of seeing this principle in action at the All Party Parliamentary Group on Refugees last
month, where several former detainees bravely spoke of their experiences in ‘immigration removal
centres,’ (IRCs) deemed by one panel member the site of ‘the most serious human rights abuses in the U.K.’
A sobering Thursday morning to say the least, I left with a renewed appreciation for the legal rights that most
of us take for granted.
Last year, over 27,000 people were held indefinitely in what one former detainee likened to ‘filing cabinets
for human beings;’ from which security giants like Serco and G4S are turning a tax-payer funded profit. This is
despite the fact that it ‘has consistently been found,’ that it is ‘significantly cheaper,’ to maintain an asylum
seeker in the community than to spend £37,230 detaining them for a year in what is essentially a large scale
privatised prison.’
The University of Oxford’s Migration Observatory reports that the most common group to be held in
immigration detention are people who have sought asylum in the U.K at some point. The system is a
labyrinth. Failure to fill out a 65 page form in a second language should not result in vulnerable people
having an average of a year and a half of their lives taken away from them.
The majority are subsequently released back into the community making the Home Office’s actions not only
costly and inhumane, but pointless. The Shaw Report, a Government Review on the welfare of the vulnerable
people that the Home Office is detaining, cited a UNHCR Report which similarly acknowledged that ‘there is
no empirical evidence that detention deters irregular migration or discourages persons from seeking
asylum.’ Detention centres have recently overseen 3 fatalities in the space of less than a month, including, as
euphemised by the report, one ‘self-inflicted death.’ A further suspected ‘self-inflicted death,’ occurred as
recently as last week.
Some at the meeting explained that they had chosen to seek refuge in Britain because they saw it as a rights
respecting country where the State can be trusted; they were left embittered by the feeling, learned the
hard way, that this is not always so. The panel concluded that ‘Parliamentary inactivity,’ was to blame for the
fact that too little has changed since the publication of the Shaw Report.
Thankfully, due in part to the tireless work of campaign groups and a harrowing Panorama programme that
laid bare the realities of a system ill-fitting of any developed nation, those held in IRCs are not as invisible as
they once were. But as the only country in Europe without an upper time limit on detention, we can and
should do better. ‘We need detention,’ in the words of one survivor ‘as a last resort, not as the first resort
that it is now.’

When a foreigner lives with you in your land, don’t
take advantage of him. Treat the foreigner the
same as a native. Love him like one of your own.
Remember that you were once foreigners in Egypt.
I am God, your God.

Leviticus 19:33-34
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
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Homeless Sunday
28thJanuary 2018
www.housingjustice.org.uk/

Homelessness across the UK has more than doubled in the past seven years. Housing Justice, the national
Christian homelessness charity, is urging churches to take part in Homeless Sunday (28 January 2018), the
annual chance for churches to reflect on homelessness through their services.
Homeless Sunday prompts Christians to reflect on what home means to them, and consider what they can
do in response to rising homelessness across the country. Now in its 25th year, the day offers churches of all
denominations the chance to unite in solidarity with those experiencing homelessness, and encourage
practical action in tackling it.
Nationally, homelessness has more than doubled since 2010, with 88,410 homeless households applying for
assistance during 2016-17, and 105,240 families threatened with homelessness helped to remain in their
home in the same period. Meanwhile rough sleeping, the most conspicuous form of homelessness, has
increased by 134% since autumn 2010, with 4,134 rough sleepers counted and estimated on a single night in
autumn 2016.These huge increases in all forms of homelessness have prompted Housing Justice to label the
current situation a crisis.
Christians and church communities are already at the frontline of the response to the homelessness crisis.
During winter 2016/17, more people than ever relied on the Housing Justice Church and Community Night
Shelter Network, where churches and communities open their doors to offer shelter to those with no
alternative place to stay.
As homelessness has risen so too has the response from churches with 107 Church and Community Night
Shelters in the Housing Justice network working to alleviate homelessness, a rise from 65 just three years
ago. Likewise, the number of guests accommodated across the network last winter stood at an estimated
6000 (5,885) people, whereas two years ago this figure was around 3,640 guests. Now more than ever,
Homeless Sunday offers the chance to reflect on the issues at hand and provide a platform to plan further
practical action.
Full details of how to get involved in Homeless Sunday and materials to support churches are available at
www.housingjustice.org.uk
Housing Justice CEO, Kathy Mohan said: "Homeless Sunday encourages churches to reflect on homelessness,
to pray and to plan practical action. Part of this reflection centres on the practical data and personal stories
that speak of rising homelessness in our country, and the misery that it brings with it. With the Homelessness
Crisis increasing, we believe Christians must be aware of the severity of the situation, active in our response
and adamant in our determination to end homelessness.
"We also invite people taking part in Homeless
Sunday 2018 to reflect on what your home means to you. A place to rest your head, to shelter, but much
more besides, a place to be yourself, to raise and cherish a family or loved ones, to thrive. We believe home
is much more than a house; it is a place to belong. With this in mind, there is a role for each of us in meeting
the challenges of growing homelessness, and we invite churches and faith groups across the country to reflect
on what that means for us and how our faith calls us to act"
How to get involved
- Plan your own sermon, homily, Bible study or event by using our theological reflection and our fact sheets
on Homelessness for England, Wales and Scotland. www.housingjustice.org.uk/Event/homeless-sunday-2018
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/34116
Some of the 2017 Statistics : By all measures, homelessness in England is rapidly rising. Being homeless
carries significant personal risk to individuals; on average, homeless people die at 47, far below the UK life
expectancy of 81 years. A homeless rough sleeper is 35 times more likely to attempt suicide than a someone
who has never faced homelessness, 13 times more likely to be a victim of violent crime and 47 times more
likely to be a victim of theft. In the UK, 8% of people under 25 report being homeless in the last five years.
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Jerusalem and Christians of the Holy Land
On behalf of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols has written a letter to the Patriarchs and heads of
Local Churches in Jerusalem.
Following your letter to President Donald Trump, of 6 December
2017, and on behalf of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales,
I wish to express my solidarity with you and all Christians in the
Middle East at this troubling time.
We count ourselves among those who ‘love Jerusalem’ and ‘have
every will to work and make it a land and a city of peace, life and
dignity for all its inhabitants’.
We are one with you as you write ‘The prayers of all believers in it – the three religions and two peoples who
belong to this city – rise to God and ask for peace, as the Psalmist says: “Return to us, God Almighty! Look
down from heaven and see!” 980.154). Inspire our leaders and fill their minds and hearts with justice and
peace.
We stand at odds with President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the official capital city of the state of
Israel and consequent rejection of the consistent position of the United Nations; and we fear that this will
increase the already deep-rooted tensions in the city and the wider region.
We also note the undertaking given recently by Prime Minister Netanyahu that in this changing situation
Israel will respect the Status Quo agreement. This undertaking must be carried out in order to protect the
diverse communities within the city and the integrity of Jerusalem as a whole.
We therefore express our grave concern at the proposed Bill of Church Lands that is currently under
consideration in the Israeli Parliament. We stand in solidarity with you against this threat to the long-standing
arrangements that allow all faith communities to live together in Jerusalem.
The Bill of Church Lands that has been proposed in the Knesset would grant the State the power to confiscate
Church land. This proposal represents an intolerable infringement of the Status Quo and the legitimate rights
of the Churches and should be recognised for what it is: an attack on the property rights of the Christian
community.
We urge religious and political leaders in the United Kingdom and around the world to join us in speaking out
against this threat to religious freedom, which would set a dangerous precedent for other faiths in the Holy
Land.
We also request those in authority in Jerusalem to act decisively to stop the actions of radical settler groups
that seek to expand their control over properties in Jerusalem to the exclusion of residents of the City who
are not Jewish.
We thank His Beatitude Theophilos III for raising these issues on behalf of the Christians in the Holy Land.
As we approach the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the light of these
heightened tension, we urge all Christians, and all people of good will, not to neglect the struggles that His
followers face in the land of His birth.
+Vincent Cardinal Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 19/12/2017
The Israeli Strategic Affairs Ministry put Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) on the list of organizations now officially banned
from entering the state of Israel. Many JVP members have family and friends in Israel/Palestine and are now feeling
the pain of exclusion, very aware that Palestinians have always faced profiling and bans on entry to Israel. From the
right of return for refugees to the simple ability to travel from one town to another, travel restrictions are a core
feature of the Israeli apartheid state. The Israeli government sees: increasing numbers of Jews and all people worldwide supporting the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement, and supporting Palestinian human rights.
The public naming of JVP on this list signals the fundamental weakness of the repressive, right-wing movement in
Israel as they see the global BDS movement gaining momentum. JVP members will continue fighting for justice, equality, and freedom for all people in Israel/Palestine.
Rebecca Vilkomerson
https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/
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Saint Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of Sudan and a patron saint for the victims of
slavery and trafficked persons. Her feast day is celebrated on February 8th
The Santa Marta Group is an alliance of international police
chiefs and bishops from around the world working together
with civil society in a process endorsed by Pope Francis who
called it "an open wound on the body of contemporary
society", to eradicate human trafficking and modern day
slavery. The Group is led by Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Archbishop of Westminster. santamartagroup.com

santamartagroup.com
Boarbank Hall Events 2017
Boarbank Hall,
Grange over Sands Cumbria LA11 7NH
25th March-7th April Holy Week and
Easter Week.
Book early to share this time with us.
27th-29th April Time to Reflect:
“Education and Compassion”. Lenten
weekend for lecturers in higher education.
For more information
www.boarbankhall.org.uk/events
or contact Sr Margaret on margaret@boarbankhall.org.uk

The Bentley Effect
another opportunity to see a film
about effective community action
7:30pm on 16th & 17th January 2018 in the
Gallery at the Dukes Playhouse, Moor Lane,
Lancaster, LA1 1QE
When the coal seam gas industry staked a claim
on the Northern Rivers Shire of Australia people
from all walks of life organised themselves
against it. The final battle lines were drawn in
the peaceful farming valley of Bentley. This
timely story of a community’s heroic stand
shows how strategic direct action and peaceful
protest from a committed community can
overcome industrial might and political shortsightedness.

Growing Through Conflict Foundation Day:
25 January 2018
9.30am-4pm; Kendal St George, Castle St, LA9 7AS
CTiC training with Place for Hope. Consider your ‘conflict style’ and how you respond in difficult or tense
situations. Explore how conflict escalates in a church context and consider some tools for de-escalation.
For any in leadership (lay, ordained, stipendiary, paid or voluntary) in our churches. £10 per person; your
denomination or local church may be able to support you in paying.
The day will be facilitated by members of the Cumbria Growing Through Conflict Network in conjunction
with Place for Hope.
Book with Brec Seaton seatonb@methodistchurch.org.uk; 07799 900469
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History of CND Exhibition in Bradford Peace Museum
This new temporary exhibition will run at the Peace Museum from 12 January
until the end of February. The exhibition will explore the dynamic 60 year
history of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament from its founding in February
1958 until the present day and will include campaign materials, such as,
posters, placards, banners and badges.
One of the highlights of the exhibition is a copy of the original design for the
symbol for CND, created by the artist and peace campaigner Gerald Holtom in
1958. The symbol was never copyrighted and following the large publicity and
support surrounding the campaign, the symbol became known and adopted
across the world as a universal symbol of peace.

Catholic People's Weeks—find out more at
www.catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk/
For more than 70 years, Catholic People's Weeks (CPW) has
been providing "holidays that make a difference", where
you'll find food for thought, faith and friends. In 2018, CPW
has organised nine events, on a range of themes. These are
the first two of 2018:
BOARS HILL Carmelite Priory just outside Oxford
Sharing Gospel Joy 16-18 February 2018 (Fri-Sun) 18+
speakers. Columban Father Jim Fleming, Ellen Teague
and Julia Corcoran, of the Columban Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation Team, Virginia Moffat and Chris
Cole is founder of Drone Wars UK and a peace activist.
Information and Bookings: Ted Monks
BHW2018@catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk

Hidden Wounds in Our Midst:
How might we preach prophetically,
facing the challenges of domestic abuse from a
faith perspective?
20 January 2018 9.30am-3.30pm;
St Thomas, Kendal
Keynote speakers:
Kathy Galloway, a practical theologian, campaigner
and writer on issues of peace, social justice, liturgy
and spirituality; and
Elaine Storkey, author of Scars Across Humanity,
which addresses the global incidence of violence
Monastery of Our Lady of Hyning, Carnforth
Boundaries, borders and identity 16 - 18 March 2018 against women.
£20 per person, but reduced rate available.
Information and Bookings: Breideen Murtagh
More information online.:
HS2018@catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk
https://www.cumbriachristianlearning.org.uk
More info: www.catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk
Book online or by phone: 01768 807765.
News from JPIT: the Joint Public Issues Team
The Art of the Possible—New resource with six bible studies, asking questions such as:
Does politics have a role in the Church? Is it a distraction from mission?
Is it about compromise when our faith is about truth?
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Art-of-the-possible.pdf
Universal Credit Briefing— Sent to all MPs before the October Parliamentary debate;
this briefing outlines concerns that Universal Credit processes fail to take into account
the lives of real people struggling against poverty.
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Universal-Credit-Briefing.docx.pdf

Soil -forgotten resource?
Speaker: Jen Jones
Monday 5th Feb 7.30pm in St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre 1 Winckley Square, Preston, PR1 3JJ
Soil has been called everything from dirt’ or ‘muck’ to ‘brown gold’. It is also called the forgotten resource.
The Holy Father has written in Laudato Si’ “soil ....is a caress of God “ This talk will illustrate the many roles
that soil plays in our lives and why we should be celebrating and caring about it.
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Leeds Justice & Peace Commission

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/

FAMILY POVERTY: FROM AWARENESS TO ACTION
Kala Sangam Centre, Forster Square, Bradford BD1 4TY 10th February 2018 10:30 – 15:30
Poverty is a real and frightening threat to
family life for many people today.
How do we, as Christians, respond?
and should we be doing more than
providing direct help to people?
Come along and join in our exploration of
this important set of issues that should
concern all Christians who want to
promote family life.
This workshop is free to attend and families are especially welcome.
Booking is essential go to http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/ and follow the link.

Events & Opportunities for Awareness Raising
14 January
14 January
16 January
17 January
18-25 January
20 January
25 January
27 January
28 January
28 January
3 February
5 February
8 February
10 February
11 February
10 February
14 February
14 February
20 February
23 February
26-11 March
2 March
8 March
21 March
22 March
24 March

World Day of Migrants and Refugees w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/
migration/documents/papa-francesco_20170815_world-migrants-day-2018.html
Peace Sunday: Pax Christi paxchristi.org.uk/
The Bentley Effect Film 7:30pm Dukes Playhouse, Moor Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1QE see p.10
The Bentley Effect Film 7:30pm Dukes Playhouse, Moor Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1QE see p.10
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2018/
Cumbria Christian Learning Kathy Galloway in Kendal p.11
Growing through Conflict St George, Kendal 9:30-4pm see p.10
Holocaust Memorial Day hmd.org.uk/
Homeless Sunday www.housingjustice.org.uk/Event/homeless-sunday-2018
Racial Justice Sunday: CARJ https://www.carj.org.uk/events/
Green Christian “On the Road Together” St Aloysius Church, London NW1 1TA.
www.greenchristian.org.uk/green-christian-on-the-road-together/
Soil -forgotten resource? 7.30pm in St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre Preston P.11
Day of Prayer for Victims of Human Trafficking http://catholicchurch.org.uk/Home/
Featured/Day-of-Prayer-for-Victims-of-Human-Trafficking/(language)/eng-GB
NJPN Networking Day www.justice-and-peace.org.uk
2018 Church Action on Poverty Sunday www.church-poverty.org.uk/Sunday
FAMILY POVERTY: FROM AWARENESS TO ACTION Bradford see above
Ash Wednesday witness to challenge nuclear war preparations www.paxchristi.org.uk
Climate Coalition Show the Love www.fortheloveof.org.uk
World Day of Social Justice www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/ intldays/IntlJustice/
CAFOD Lent Fast Day www.cafod.org.uk
Fairtrade Fortnight www.fairtrade.org.uk
Women's World Day of Prayer All God’s Creation is Very Good Prepared by the women of
Suriname 01892 541411; www.wwdp.org.uk
International Women’s Day www.Internationalwomensday.com
Fly Kites Not Drones www.Dronecampaignnetwork.org.uk
World Water Day www.unwater.org/worldwaterday
Anniversary of the Death of Archbishop Oscar Romero www.romerotrust.org.uk

Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission, Email: lfjcmm@gmail.com M:07864012385
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