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Tideway Scullers School

Tributes to Alec Hodges
Introduction
These tributes were sent by past and present members of Tideway Scullers and other members of the rowing community to the TSS website.  They are compiled as a lasting record to show the love and affection of all for Alec. 
Marie-France and I feel very sad today. As a lot of people from the sculling club. Alec, we miss your happiness already.
From Bertrand & Marie France Vecten
A true Bastion of British Sculling. With such patience and vision, always happy to turn a blind eye when the boat race post was painted, Alec truly has set the standard at Tideway Scullers for the years to come. 

From Paul Brewster
Greatly saddened to see this news. His contribution to rowing and sculling on the Tideway is impossible to measure. So many people of all clubs will have been taught and encouraged by him, but that contribution will be a lasting memorial to a very special character who will be sorely missed but never forgotten up and down the river. 
From Andrew James - AK and LEHBC

Tideway Scullers School (TSS) would like to send their sincere condolences to Edna and Alec's entire family at this time. Alec was our patriarch for fifty years. The relationship was easy to understand. He loved TSS and we loved him. His spirit will always be with us and on the water. 

From Andy Ripley

Alec was a true gentleman in both senses of the word. We first met when he ferried his young daughter Gillian to and from regattas and training sessions in the 1979 lead up to Moscow and the parental input was second to none. It was Alec who would open his boot and take out a tool box and help fix whatever was the problem with the boat when I had not got the right tool. Nothing was too much effort. He was always charming but, occasionally, one would see the steel underneath and realise that there was much more to the man. It was not until much later that it became apparent to me just how much when I saw him out every weekend with groups of lucky young persons half his height and 1/10th his age all morning in a double or a quad - both outings occupying his special place 300m either side of Chiswick Bridge and always a cheerful "Hello" or timely warning. TSS will miss that vital, unsung input sorely. A consolation is that I understand his efforts were recognised and thanks were made at his recent birthday party though sadly I could not make it.  My condolences to Gillian and family. He did have a fabulous innings of which you should feel proud despite your loss.
From Chris George

Very saddened to hear this news. Alec was one of the true gentleman of rowing, a real ambassador of the sport and one of the first friends I made at TSS. He always had a spanner to lend and helpful advice to give. 

From Catriona Robertson

We have lost a good friend 

From George Parsonage

What a wonderful father he was to his own family and his extended family at TSS. A real gem who will be sorely missed. I just hope that they have sculling boats in heaven,

From Annabel Eyres


Alec was the first person I met when I came down to TSS 20 summers ago, and like so many other new members ended my first day in a double with him! In all that time members have come and then moved on but Alec was guaranteed to be down there from 7.30 every morning with tea, donuts and a million different tools in the back of his Volvo. The very backbone of the club for several generations, a great supporter and a true gentleman. Very sadly missed, Teg and my thoughts go to Edna, Gill, Ian and the Hodges Family. 

From Paul Willis

Alec coached for many years and virtually all the beginners from the club were under his tutelage at one time or another. He specialised in getting people started - taking them out in a double and then pushing them off in singles to row "around the bridge" and not out of his sight.
He loved a pretty girl and was frequently seen with some of the most glamorous ladies as they learnt the skills of sculling.
I particularly remember as a new member being sent to see Alec about finding a rack for my boat. He'd put his arm around your shoulders and say "let's go and have a look". As we walked down the lines of racks, Alec would put his finger out and test the depth of dust on some of the boats before finally saying, "Give me ten minutes to move this, I think your boat can go here". And the poor unfortunate who hadn't used his boat for a while would find it moved when he next came down to the club.
Alec, you will be sorely missed - but our memories are still alive.
From Grant and Rebecca Craies

Alec was an absolute gentleman. Sitting at Henley having lunch with him this year in Remenham we talked about the time he coached my husband Rob and his crew, in the 70's, and at the 11th hour had to jump in the crew himself and saved the day. He always was selfless and incredibly kind to all of us.

For years he cleaned the TSS kitchen every morning before we all got up! He bought all the nosh for breakfast for us and kept an eye on our progress in the boat. How we will miss him, dear Alec. 

From Elspeth Pinkney

Like many other new members, Alec was the first person I met when I joined Scullers on a Saturday morning in 1987. He came down the slipway in his wellies and helped me carry my boat up from the river; he found me a rack and made me feel hugely welcome.


Over the years I spent many evenings at TSS committee meetings with Alec looking 

out over the Tideway and discussing the latest 'crisis' at the club. These issues ranged from the perennial mice in the kitchen or the messy habits of the residents to fund raising to build the club a gym or setting the long range aspirations and objectives for Tideway Scullers. Alec entered into all debates with enthusiasm and was always the first to pitch in and take practical action to further to success of TSS.


Alec was hugely generous to the club and its members both of his time and financially; on many occasions Alec managed to mysteriously 'find' a boat for a promising but impecunious sculler and there are many of us who have reason to be hugely grateful that he allowed us to use his camper van on miserable squad training weekends at Thorpe Park.


Alec really was the backbone of the club and we will all miss him hugely. A visit to the Tideway will never be quite the same again. 

From Kate Miller

It was with much sadness that I read the news about Alec. Although I gave up sculling several years ago, I have very fond memories of my time at TSS. Alec was the first person I met when I arrived in March 1993. He had the very great ability to make everyone feel welcome and part of the club, an irreplaceable friend to all. Alec is responsible for my truly great friendship with James Stewart another TSS member of that time. Alec suggested we double scull together and gave me James’ phone number to arrange an outing. We had a few seasons together and most importantly in the Alec Hodges 2x – a particularly fast boat! 

We are both very grateful to Alec, we were each other’s best men and I am godfather to James’ children, for that and many happy years sculling we owe a lot to Alec. Our thoughts and best wishes to Alec’s family.
From Marc Caulfield and James Stewart

Alec - what a legend for TSS. 

I have lots of great memories of you at the club and yet have only known you since 1997. We will all miss you lots.

Thoughts are with Edna & family.
From Claire McIntosh

Really sad to hear the news about Alec, and all my best wishes to Edna.  Alec was the first person I met at Scullers many years ago, and for many years I'd go out in a double with him on a Sunday morning. I have so many good memories of rowing with him in the mornings before work, he was funny, kind, generous and a great coach.

I can't imagine going to Scullers and him not being there. He did so much for me and really made me love sculling. He often ferried me to a regatta and always made sure I had a boat to use and would often treat me and a couple of other girls to Christmas dinner. It will be strange to be on the Tideway and to not see him pottering around on the river- for me, he's very much part of my rowing experience.  I'll miss him a lot but seek consolation in the fact that he seemed to do something he loved every day of his life for most of his life.

From Kirsty Calvert
In 2001, it was Alec who shoved me out in a single on the tideway for the first time and told me not to go beyond UL. How many of us wouldn't have joined TSS without his initial interest and encouragement? Alec had time for everyone; it didn't matter who you were, whether you wanted advice, a spanner or a boat. He asked for very little in return other than a smile and the odd cup of tea. The club will not be the same without the grey Mercedes outside in the mornings. 

From Heather Farmbrough

A wonderful wonderful person and will be missed by so many people. his wonderful character and his willingness to help everyone. I know I will miss Alec. My thoughts go out to Edna and the rest of family. I have many happy memories of Alec at TSS. 

From  Livinia Cowell-Sherriff

My memories of Alec stretch back into the 60s and, in particular, a trip we made to Bled in 1966 to watch the World Championships and the GB (TSS) 8. We went out with Dickie Knight (Molesey) and Ron Macdonald (Vesta) and stayed in a boathouse on the lake for 7s.6d a night and ate each night at the Hotel Toplice for about 30 bob. 
I watched as Scullers grew and grew and always, quietly behind the scenes, was the smiling face of Alec coaching, helping and supporting.  The Rowing World has lost one of its true characters. 

From Donald Legget

It's difficult to close the good memories down to one time. I, like many other budding scullers, was taken out by Alec in a double on my first day at the club. It was then that I realised how much work I had to do to get faster. 

There was his great joy at finding great talent. He marvelled at one girl's progress in his sculling course and believed that she would go far. He ferried her around the country helping her with all the slogging that goes with a developing Sculler. Debbie Flood has done rather well because of that.

His tireless devotion to TSS and rowing was notable that he was down at the club 360 days of the year until his health forbade him. I don't think any of the past residents could claim that affinity to the boathouse.  A legend has passed on. I'm honoured to have known him. 

From Tim Male

I consider myself fortunate to have joined TSS in the early '80s under the guidance of the great Lou Barry and the ever present Alec Hodges. Nothing was ever too much trouble for either of them, and they both played a significant part in getting me up to the standard needed for GB squad selection within the next twelve months. Neither would ever admit or acknowledge the value of their support, enthusiasm and advice, but I know how much I owe them, and I'm sure many other coxes, scullers and rowers feel the same way. TSS will never be the same again without Alec's physical presence, but his spirit will remain as long as anyone there is ever welcomed and encouraged to enjoy messing about on the river. 

From Adrian Ellison
Tideway Scullers hasn’t been quite the same without seeing Alec turn up on an early weekday morning and help a fresh novice get to grips with the basics. I was one of those about 11 years ago.   All the same, ‘Mr Tideway Scullers’ will always remain in our hearts and the essence of his spirit will always survive. He was a patient and true gentleman.
From Paul Persad

Brilliant and Inspirational coach and mentor to thousands of youngsters over the years...most of whom, it seems started out sculling in a double with Alec ! Always the friendliest face and kindest advice on the river, he will be sorely missed. To many kids starting out he was :'Old Father Thames'. 

From C D Riches

What sad news.. Scullers and the Rowing world in general has lost a friend.  If only all clubs had an Alec - we'd have too many people rowing!  

My condolences to his family and to all scullers.

From Steve Gunn

Very sad to hear, always friendly, always helpful and always there. Alec will be greatly missed. My condolences to Edna and the family.
From Bob Winckless

Alec Hodges, like Guy Harris who passed away earlier this year, was in the early years of the 'Scullers the perfect foil to the Machiavellian wit and wisdom of Lou Barry. When the great man passed away Alec's strength of character came to the fore and the club and rowing owe a great debt of gratitude to Alec for all the time and energy he put into the sport.  Our paths first crossed in 1967 when Malcolm Sheppard asked Alec to coach a Quintin Boat Club crew we were rowing in with John Peters and Neil Floyd. He coached us to the final of the Wyfolds that year where we lost a humdinger of a race by half a length to the Tideway Scullers ! We remained friends ever since.  My kindest thoughts are with Edna and her family.

From Lionel Bailey

I was only with TSS for a short time, in 1973, but I have never forgotten the kindness shown by Alec to a comparative novice from upriver. 

From Ian Pankhurst

Alec was one of the first people I met at Scullers in 1996 and he was extremely welcoming. His enthusiasm for sculling was infections, he was highly respected and appreciated and will be sorely missed.
My thoughts are with Edna and family.

From Moira Maccallum

I'm really going to miss Alec, he was so cheerfull & encouraging with all our efforts at Sculling, always at hand to help us adjust Rigging & offer us advice. Our paths first crossed when i was Rowing at Vesta (Bar), when he muttered those immortal words. "You can't call yourself an oarsman until you can Scull". Well after nearly 20 yrs I'm still trying to sit the boat! Thanks Alec, I've really enjoyed the last 20 yrs at scullers ,rowing in some of the best Veteran crews ever to boat on the river, your efforts made it all possible. I remember the look on his face when Rowing in the Bill Barry/Chris Harris VIII , he watched us win VetD & Elite VIII's within half an hour of each other!

Like Andy Ripley said, We all loved him & he loved us. Goodbye Alec. 

From Rob Pinckey

My deep sympathies are extended to Alec's family on hearing this sad news. After reading through the tributes above I too am reminded of Alec's kindness and generosity to all who entered the famous TSS boathouse. As a toddler and then after leaving school Alec imparted his wisdom and I am forever grateful to this genuine river great. 

From Mark Fangen-Hall

We were greatly saddened to learn of Alec's passing. Like most other people we have many fond memories of Alec at Tideway Scullers. Prompted by Kate Miller's recollection, Gareth remembered also enjoying said camper van and its need for brake fluid in equal quantities to petrol all the way from London to Worcester. Alec's generosity knew no bounds - he even lent Gareth and his Pip a brand new Burgashell double, watched them total it and then spent hours trying to find them another boat for the Pairs Head. He simply loved sculling and by default anyone who would give it a try. Our thoughts go out to his blood and rowing family for this loss. God speed Alec. 

From Gareth and Susan Walters

However rough and unforgiving the Tideway, there was always a warm welcome from Alec at TSS. A real character in the best of ways, such a very kind and patient man. Brilliant with the young and absolute beginner; coaching with him was always a delight. HRR will also be different without him smiling out from the Remenham tent and bringing one up to date with news of his latest protege. An end of an era. There are few who so obviously enjoy every moment of what they do and he gave so much time to the River and to how many countless scullers trying to master its ways. 

From Charlie Barclay

10 years ago Alec took me for my first scull on the tideway. Thus began my twin affairs with the sport of sculling and the TSS. He was a truly great human being and friend. He brought out the best in those around him through quiet example. Alec will always remain part of TSS. Every time a new sculler is made to feel welcome, every time somebody goes out of their way to help a fellow sculler in need, the example that Alec set will continue. 

From Rod Chisholm
Alec was at the Club when you arrived, and still there when you left. If you needed a tool, it was in the back of Alec's car. If you wanted to learn to scull, Alec initiated you. And always with a smile! TSS won't be the same without Alec, but he has left a huge legacy in sculling for both Club and country, and has inspired many people with his warmth and dedication. Our thoughts are with all his family. 

From Geoff and Alice Brown

Alec was simply the nicest person I ever had the pleasure of meeting and I never did beat him at golf.
From Richard Wilder

Alec was the first man I met at the club in 1988, he introduced me to the club, helped me get my first sculling boat on the tideway and much, much more. 
He was always there to lend his support and encouragement in any way and was immensely proud of all our individual and crew achievements. 
Sorry, Alec for not keeping the kitchen clean and lots of other misdemeanours, list of which is too long to go into! 
From the Dublin branch of Tideway Scullers heartfelt sympathies to Edna and family and all at the club.
From Nick Mahony

Six years ago we had an 8 year old boy who was keen to learn to scull. A friend said he knew just the person and gave us Alec's number. Never did we imagine we'd meet such a truly inspirational, kind man.

Alec, we will miss you and even though Ross stopped sculling a few years ago, we are so happy that we continued our friendship on the golf course.

Our condolences to Edna and all her family. 

From Paul, Elise and Ross Gordon
Ditto, to everything everyone has said. The world has lost one of its most loving & genuine human beings. Despite being on the other side of the world Alec remains an inspiration. There are many people here in Oz saddened by the news.

Condolences to his family.

From Joelie Chisholm

Alec was one of life's givers with an inbuilt sense of goodwill, a mischievous sense of humour and a winning smile. I count the occasions that I spent in his company either on the river, at the club or on the golf course as one of my life’s highlights. It was a privilege to know him. 

From Nigel Smith

Sad news, A great loss to T.S.S. and to British rowing.
He reached so many athletes and coaches with his friendly manner and good advice.
He will be sadly missed.

From Terry Hunter

We have known Alec as our next door neighbour in the days when the Scullers had no boathouse of their own and it was through the hard work of Lou Barry Cyril Bishop and Alec that they managed to achieve their end. He was a legend, and for the Tideway Scullers an anchor. He will be missed by us all. Our condolences go out to Edna and his family 

From Don Rowland

Occasionally you meet someone in your life who to see in a day makes that day a better day. We've been pretty lucky with Alec as there have been very few days down at TSS when you missed out. A great loss to all, especially to his family, but overall, lucky us to have known and loved. 

From Kate Grose

I was one of those novices that Alec taught to scull. I just turned up 'on spec' one morning at the club to enquire about learning to scull. Yes, he said, 'let's take this double out then' and from that moment on I was at the boathouse with him most days at 7am. He passed on his passion to me, something for me to focus on and learn to love when I was 'lost' and at a very low point in my life. That is his precious legacy to me and one that I will treasure always. 

From Paul Kelly

Thank you for the help and the memories Alec. It is now 15 years since I was down at scullers, and I have just started sculling again at Goring Gap BC.

Our children are learning to scull and thank you once again for the memories and enthusiasm. Our thoughts go to all your family. 

From Ronald Duncan

We were so sad to hear the news and although we are living in the USA, we never forgot Alec and TSS. Alec was the one who introduced me to sculling and thought me so much and I had the honor to buy the beautiful boat of his daughter. He was always at the club when I went out in the morning and I would make him a cup of tea and we would sit and talk about a lot of different stuff.

He was a great person and we will always remember him.

From Marjan, Chris and Alexander Piccin
I learnt so much from his decades of coaching experience and grew very fond of him and reading other's memories he had that affect on so many people. I am glad to have known him and will miss him. 

From John Keating
Such was Alec's enthusiasm for our sport that it extended far beyond the young and fit, to the far less promising middle-aged beginner. Age presented no barrier to him, and his interest and encouragement extended to us all. He rejoiced in our achievements, no matter how lowly.
The sight of Alec waiting on the balcony, to check on the safe return of 'his' scullers, (and to then share their cakes), will remain with us all. Weekday sculling will never be quite the same without him.

From Rosemary Thom

A great privilege to have been introduced to sculling by Alex, treated with enormous courtesy, patience and good humour despite my lack of ability. A great example to us all, God bless. 

From Chris Spurgeon

Alec was a wonderful gentleman and a rowing legend. A great man who I will never forget. 
From Tony Larkman

Sculling past TSS wouldn't have been the same without Alec there in his double to give me a cheery wave - never without a smile and words of encouragement whenever we met off the water too. He will be greatly missed by a huge amount of people. My thoughts are with Edna and all his lovely family. 

From Wilma

Great man, brilliant coach and will be truly missed. It was a privilege to be introduced to the sport by one of the kindest and most passionate coaches in rowing. My condolences go out to Edna and his family.

From Luke Zakrzewski

A couple of days after his birthday we arranged to “go for a paddle”. Alec arrived at the club that Sunday and news of his planned party was posted and everyone seemed to be there to meet and greet him with cards and smiles, hugs and kisses. He eventually arrived on the balcony with a smile hanging off each ear. He asked for ten minutes and we eventually arrived at the river an hour or so later. The junior men were coming off the river and formed a disorderly queue to shake hands and wish him a Happy Birthday and he gave personal encouragement to each of them individually. Hugo and Chris shouted to him from their incoming boats and Andy Ripley and others stood on the balcony and saluted as he sculled past. Simon Parson snapped the camera and captured the moment. A dozen scullers on the river from TSS and other clubs passed and called out to him as he reached Barnes Bridge and turned. Back at the bank a reception of the Senior Women were ready to greet, hug and congratulate him. He touched the lives of so many and gave so much of himself.

He was sadly robbed of the party Catherine organised but I think he knew how much he was truly loved. 

From Judy Sarsby

This is indeed very sad news. He was a key driver of all of TSS's successes since before I can remember and on a personal note he had more impact on my sculling career than anyone else. 

From Mark Alloway

This is a shock – One rather felt that he was a part of the Tideway that would go on for ever. My condolences to his family and the club. TSS will be a changed place without him.
From Stan Collingwood

I am so sorry to hear about Alec. He was one of the real heroes of rowing and he will be sorely missed, but remembered. He was not only involved in rowing, but many years ago was a stalwart on the swimming club circuit, regularly officiating at swimming galas and was a great support for the club and school swimming in West London.
From Bill Mitchell

I realise that I am at best only dimly aware of just how many people Alec helped to get into our sport and how much time he put into that.  Even so I know he was a man in the best volunteer tradition.

From Neil Jackson

I’ve been coached by and worked with Alec for over 20 years, and in all that time I’ve never had an argument with him. He used to phone me up and leave a message saying it was my grandfather calling, unlikely as both died in the 1950s, but I knew who it meant and was honoured that he considered himself as such. 

All the tributes here show what he meant to everyone. Tideway Scullers has been enormously enriched by his presence, and indeed might well have folded before now if it weren’t for him. We owe him an enormous debt, both as a club and on a personal level, and we thank his family for lending him to us for so much of his time. We tried to sum up what he meant to us in the following obituary which will be published in regatta and Rowing magazine.  It doesn’t capture all we should say, but he’d appreciate that it’s the best we could do, and he’d settle for that. 

From Chris Williams

Obituary by TSS with input from Gillian.

Alec Hodges died in hospital on the 8th November following three weeks in intensive care after an operation. 

Alec was a founder member and the guiding light of Tideway Scullers School over all of its fifty-year history, filling all offices of the club at one time or another over the years. He was the driving force behind getting the TSS boathouse built in 1984, along with Lou Barry and Cyril Bishop. All three have now passed on, and the club owes them a huge debt.

However it as an inspirational coach and member of the Tideway Scullers that Alec will be most remembered, as shown by the tributes that have flooded in to the TSS website. At one end of the scale, he coached crews to wins at Henley; at the other he took new scullers, from the youngest to the oldest, under his wing, sorting out or lending them boats so they could enjoy the sport he loved. Even when well in his seventies he would take three or four scullers out, one after another, setting them on the road to sculling.  He organised sculling courses every year, twisting the arms of lots of people to help, and these courses were the start of many successful sculling careers, including current world champion Debbie Flood. 

 

Alec’s unique ability was that he could see a golden nugget in everyone, no matter how deep or how well it was disguised. His ability to make friends and put people at ease was instinctive and he genuinely never knew what a positive and powerful force of good he was: he did what he did because it needed to be done. He had complete humility, which is why he could go from buying loo roll and cheap doughnuts to spotting and coaching gold medal talent. TSS was his life blood, it kept him sparkling and vibrant, his goal in life was for everyone to achieve their potential and he did everything he could to help achieve that.

 

His relationship with the club was best summed up by our President, Andy Ripley (who has always said he just does the job because Alec had too much else to do), "Alec was our patriarch for fifty years. The relationship was easy to understand: he loved TSS and we loved him. His spirit will always be with us and on the water."

 

Tideway Scullers and all his friends in the rowing world offer their deepest sympathy to Edna and all of Alec's family, and must thank them for lending him to us for so much of his time. He will be sorely missed by all of us
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