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Office Contact Information

525 Church Road, Elgin, Illinois 60123
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9a.ml-12 pm & 12:30 - 2:30 pm
Office 847.888.2822 Fax 847.888.2986
Emergency 630.977.1185

E-Mail - Fr. Andrew - FRAGK@aol.com
Secretary — StSophiaSec@aol.com
Youth Ministry Director Natalie
ymdirnatalie@aol.com
Please visit us at - www.st-sophia.com

Sunday Orthros Service:
Sunday Divine Liturgy:
Weekday Orthros:
Weekday Divine Liturgy:
Vespers Service:

Schedule of Religious Services

8:00 am

Immediately following Orthros
8:00 am

Immediately following Orthros
7:00 p.m.

Parish Council 2017

Officers:

Mr. George Karas, President

Members:
Mr. Spero Argyris

St. Sophia Education

Mpr. Daniel Savas, Vice President
Mrs. Maria Jensen, Secretary

Mrs. Chrysoula Zannis,Treasurer
Mprs. Juliana Mourelatos, Assist.

Mr. Jim Boytor

Mr. Joseph Calash
Mr. Kosta Caribacas
Mr. Tasos Kalamaras

Secretary

Sunday Church School

Mr. George Kyriazis

Mr. Peter Cappas, Assist. Treasurer Mr. Art Sbarounis

Mrs. Janice Novick, Director
Mrs. Karen Karas, Music Director

Pericles Greek School

Mr. Kosta Caribacas, Committee Chairman
Mrs. Anna Panagiotopoulos, Director

Scheduled Meeting Times
Parish Council: 3rd Monday, Monthly - 6:45 pm - 7pm

Church School: Immediately Following Holy Communion
Hope: Wednesdays, Weekly - 9:30am
Faith™JOY~Jr GOYA & GOYA: Please Refer to Calendar for Dates

Pericles Greek School: Saturdays, 9am - 12:30pm

/Agape Dance Troupe: Please refer to your email.

|Golden Circle: Please Refer To Calendar for Dates ~ 11am

St. Sophia Organizations & Officers

Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Matina Caribacas

Ladies Philoptochos Society
Mrs. Pat Kolodziej

Youth Ministry
Ms. Natalie Wians, Director

Stewardship
Mr. Spero Argyris

Chanters
Mr. Jim Karonis
Mr. Harry Giannaris

Choir
Mr. George St. Georges

Golden Circle
Mrs. Andrea Karthan

Agape Dance Troupe
Mr. Dimitri Kouretas
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SUNDAY

Fcclesiastical Calendar

KYPIAKH

JULY 2

JULY- 2017 - IOYAIOX

4TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW —-A’ KYPIAKH TOY MATOGAIOY
8:00 ORTHROS, DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWING ORTHROS
EPISTLE: HEB. 9:1-7, GOSPEL: MATT. 8:5-13

SUNDAY

KYPIAKH

JULY 9

5TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - E’ KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: ROMANS 10:1-10, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 8:28-34; 9:1

SUNDAY

KYPIAKH

JULY 16

6TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - ZT’' KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, 9:15 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: TITUS 3:8-15, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:14-19

SUNDAY

KYPIAKH

JULY 23

7TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - Z° KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: ROM. 15:1-7, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9:27-35

SUNDAY

KYPIAKH

JULY 30

8TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW — H' KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: 1 COR. 1:10-17, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:14-22

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

AUGUST - 2017 - AYTOYZTOZ

AUG. 6

TRANSFIGURATION - METAMOP®QZIX TOY ZQTHPOX
9TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - © KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: 2 PETER 1:10-19, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 17:1-9

MONDAY

AEYTEPA

AUG. 7

PARAKLESIS SERVICE 6:00 P.M. - MAPAKAHZIZ 6:00 M.M.

WEDNESDAY

TETAPTH

AUG. 9

PARAKLESIS SERVICE 6:00 P.M. - NMAPAKAHZIZ 6:00 M. M.

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

AUG.13

10TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - I' KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: 1 COR. 4:9-16, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 17:14-23

TUESDAY

TPITH

AUG. 15

DORMITION OF THEOTOKOS - KOIMHXIZ THZ ©EOTOKOY
8:00 ORTHROS, DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWING ORTHROS
EPISTLE: PHIL. 2:5-11, GOSPEL: LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28

KYPIAKH

KYPIAKH

AUG. 20

11TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - IA* KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: 1 COR. 9:2-12, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 18:23-35

KYPIAKH

KYPIAKH

AUG. 27

12TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW - IB’ KYPIAKH TOY MATOAIOY
8:00 AM ORTHROS, FOLLOWED BY THE DIVINE LITURGY
EPISTLE: 1 COR. 15:1-11, GOSPEL: MATTHEW 19:16-26
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JULY 2017 EVENTS

Wednesday, July 12, 2017

Greek Fest set-up Greek Fest ’17

Thursday, July 13, 2017

Greek Fest set-up Greek Fest ’17

Friday, July 14, 2017
Greek Fest ’17

Saturday, July 15, 2017

Sunday, July 16, 2017

Monday, July 17, 2017
Parish Council 6:30 p.m

Monday, July 17, 2017
Greek Fest Clean-up

AUGUST 2017 EVENTS

Monday, August 21, 2017
Parish Council 6:30 p.m

Monday, August 28, 2017
Philoptochos Board mtg 7:00 pm

Ask Father.....

Q. I have read in some evangelical
Protestant books that, unless you give
10% of your income to the Church,
God won’t bless you. This seems to be
an Old Testament ideology contrary
to the spirit of the Gospels, in which
God demands our love and not our
offerings.

I have no credit cards, no car payment,
no cable television, and no retirement
fund. I rent a small apartment, support
two children who live with me, and pay
child support for two others who do
not. After I am done paying rent,
utilities, student loans, the
orthodontist, etc., I am left with far less
than 10% of my take home pay, out of
which has comes gas, food, and bare
essentials for my children. I simply
can’t afford to give 10% unless I stop
paying rent, paying child support, or
buying food, etc.

Yet I have read that I must still give
10%, and that God will take care of the
rest, and that if I do not do this, I will
always struggle financially and will not
be blessed. This does not seem right,
yet I feel guilty that I am not able to

contribute, even though I know that I
have little to give.

A. 1. While tithing—giving 10% of our
financial resources, or “treasures”

— is an Old Testament imperative, it
certainly is not inappropriate for
Christians to set aside a tithe, or
percentage of their income, for God’s
work. If one can contribute 10%, then let
him or her do so; if one can contribute
more, then let him or her do so. But if
one can only contribute a smaller
percentage, then let him or her do so,
making no comparisons with others,
and as a sign of thanksgiving for the
blessings God has bestowed.

2. What is crucial is the fact that God
indeed expects us to give of our
treasures for His work. Your
observation, that “God demands our
love and not our offerings,” is not
consistent with what is revealed in the
New Testament, where it is clearly
stated that “where your heart is, there
also will be your treasure.” Further, the
model for giving to the work of God
through His Church is found in the
story of the widow’s mite.
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A rich man enters the temple and
offers his tithe—10%—which fulfills
the Old Testament “law,” with little
regard for the spirit behind the law; he
gives not out of love, but out of duty
and pride, and he could well afford to
offer even more, given his means.
Meanwhile, a poor widow enters the
temple and offers two coins—hardly a
great sum of money, but it was the
sum total of all that she possessed.
Our Lord praised her, rather than the
rich man who fulfilled the “law” by
offering 10%, for she gave all that she
had, expecting nothing in return, and
surely not expecting to be praised by
others.

3. The principle found herein is that
we must recognize that all we have is a
gift from God, that we are called to be
wise “stewards,” or “managers,” of His
gifts, and that ultimately, we must give
all that we have to Him. This does not
mean that we are to ignore our own
needs. To the contrary, we are urged to
offer a portion of our treasures to God
and to set aside our gift to God
through His Church before paying our
other expenses. Whether this
represents 5%, or 10%, or 20% is a
secondary matter; the point is to give
the “first portion” of what we have for
God’s work, as did Able, who offered
the first portion and the best portion
of his harvest to God, unlike his
brother Cain, who offered God his
“leftovers.”

4. You mention that you have read
certain things in evangelical Protestant
books on tithing. Some things found in
some evangelical writings are not
exactly consistent with the teaching
and practice of the Orthodox Christian
faith. I know from personal experience,

and from the experiences of many
other Orthodox Christians who have
committed themselves to “first portion
giving,” that God indeed blesses us if
we give willingly and joyfully. Yet I
also know that some [but not all,
certainly] evangelical Protestants
preach what is known as the “Gospel of
prosperity”’—that by giving a tithe, God
will bless us with material wealth, and
that material wealth is, in fact, a sign
of being blessed by God. This is not
“THE Gospel,” and Our Lord Himself
warns against “laying up treasures
here on earth.” Giving of our treasures
out of the desire to acquire material
goods, rather than out of pure, simple,
and innocent love is hardly Christian.
Some [but not all] TV preachers who
proclaim the “Gospel of prosperity”
and live lavish lifestyles, projecting
themselves as icons of God’s blessings
as evidenced by their wealth, are
hardly preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. T know of at least two mega-
churches that require their members to
submit their tax forms in order to
calculate the precise 10% tithe that
they are then expected to give—a
practice that violates the very principle
of giving in secret, not letting the right
hand know what the left hand is doing.

5. There indeed are a number of
Orthodox Christian resources which
talk about “first portion giving,” about
setting aside a percentage of our
income for the Church before tackling
the the phone bill, the orthodontist
bill, or the car payment. If you visit the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese web site,
Goarch.org, and visit the Stewardship
tab, you will find resources on
Christian stewardship and first-portion
giving. Here you will find a number of
resources that discuss how we are to
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be stewards/managers of God’s gifts,
recognizing that, ultimately, everything
we have belongs to God, and that we
can only offer back to Him that which
He has given us, as we say in the
Liturgy: “Thine own of Thine own, we
offer unto Thee, in behalf of all and for
all.”

6. The bottom line is this: God does
expect us to give; it is not an “option”
for Christians, any more than prayer
and fasting and almsgiving and worship
are options or personal preferences.
Our Lord says, “when you give,” “when
you fast,” “when you pray,” not “if” you
give, fast, and pray. He expects us to
offer to Him first, not after we have
satisfied our personal needs and bills.
He does demand our love, as you note,
but He expects us to reveal our love in
concrete ways—one of which is by
returning to Him a portion of the gifts
with which He has blessed us. And, I
might add, that this does not only
involves our treasures, but our time
and talents as well, for these are also
gifts from God. Hence, in addition to
offering of our financial resources, we
are expected to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, visit the sick and
imprisoned, and minister to “the least
of the brethren,” recognizing in others
the very image and icon of our Savior
Himself. If we are of limited material
means, we should still give something,
while also giving all the more
generously of our time and talents to
minister to others through the Church
—and I don’t know an Orthodox parish
that is not constantly looking for
volunteers to do everything from
teaching Sunday School to collecting
food and clothing for the needy or
ministering to the homeless or battered
or forgotten or visiting the parish shut-

ins, to name just a few essential
ministries entrusted to all of God’s
people, and not just the clergy. And, as
Christ clearly spells out, we are
expected to give of our time, our
talents, and our treasures joyfully, not
worrying about what others may or may
not be doing, nor with the intention of
being “seen” or “lauded” by others. We
are taught that Our Lord is the only one
Who needs to see our compassion and
charity and generosity, whether they be
offering our time, our talents, or our
money; it is for His sake, and His sake
alone, that we do these things, that in
all things “God may be glorified,” as
Saint Paul writes.

Is it not possible, despite your limited
income, to set aside a portion of your
resources for the Church before setting
aside money for rent and food and the
orthodontist? As Christ challenges us,
look at the birds of the air

— do they worry about how they will
eat; and to look at the lilies of the field
—even Solomon in his finest garb could
not compare to the beauty in which
they have been clothed by their
Creator. So too, setting aside $20, or
$40, or even $100 weekly or monthly—
or even just two coins, if that is all we
have—before setting aside money for
other things may at first be a bit
difficult or awkward, but it is
consistent with what we are taught by
Jesus Christ. And those who do this
find that they still have plenty left over
for themselves. As a priest, I have never
met anyone who has gone bankrupt
because they have given to the Church!
And I have met plenty who, in
thanksgiving for how God spares us,
have made the commitment to give Him
more than their “spare change.”
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H METAMOP®QXIY TOY 2QTHPOX

Av peAetrioovpe pe meooox ta lepd EvayyéAux Oa duxmiotwoovpe twes ot padntéc tov Kugiov
dwtiloviav otadlakd KaL Katavoovoav To Tt HTav MEayHatika o AwdokaAdg tovs. ‘Engene va
anaAdayolv and tig AaBepéveg mepi Meooia wvdaikég mEoodokies kat va odryynBovv omnv
entyvwor) tov Ywv tov Oeov. Le avtd ouvvéPaAde ovowotikda o Kvgog pe tic xat’ wiav
dwaokaAiegs Tov, ta Bavpata Tov, tic cvlntioes. Le avt TV TEOOTITIKY] EVIACTETAL KAL TO
YEYOVOS e Metapoodwoews.

Aiyo mowv 1o méBog Tov o Kvprog kaAeoe toug pabnrtéc Tov kat toug pwrnoe tL AéyeL 0 kOopog YU
Avtdv, aAd& kat Tt Tuotevovv kat avtoi yux Exeivov. «Tiva pe Aéyovowv ot 0xAor eivay Ou de
anokQLOévreg gimov' Iwavvnv tov Bantiotv, aAdot HAiav, aAAdol de 6t mgodhntneg Tig Twv
agxaiwv avéorn. Eine de avtoic' vueic de tiva pe Aéyete eivay» (Aovk.9,18-19). O evBovowwdng
ITérpog €&’ ovopatog Twv évieka opoAdynoe evBéws otov Xpotd: «Xv &t 0 Xuotog o Yiog tov
®£0V Tov Lwvtog» (Mat.16,16). Avtr) 1) cwtrjewx opoAoyia xagomoinoe Wwxitega tov Koo, o
Omnolog Touvg duxBePaiwoe Mwe Mavw o€ avtr) TV ToTN Kat v opoAoyia yux To nedéownd Tov Ba
owodounBei ) ExkkAnoia Tov.

E&Lnuégeg petd and avtd to yeyovos o Xpwotds BéAoviac va otnei&et £TL TeQuoodteQo v ot
tovg, &v OYeL tov t&Bouvg Touv kal Tov oravowoy Touv Bavartov, TrPE TOUL TEEE TTEOKQELTOUG
padntéc Tou Tlétgo, lakwPo xat Iwavvn kat avéBnkav o kamowo vynAé Bouvd, To onoio n
XooTxviky] mapadoor) tavtifer pe o 6o OaPw, mov vpwvetar eEPavo MAvw amnd Tnv
payevtikr) teduada EodpeAwyv, oav pa tepactiax mugapida, ota 6gux e xweas ZafovAwv kat
NepBaAeip. H woa g avaPaoews rav eonéga, mubavotata LaPpfdartov, cOpPwva e Tnv
neQryeadry tov EvayyeAwot) Aovka (9,32). Otav édpracav omnv xopudr] o Kipog evw
TROTEVXOVTAV HETANOPPWONKE EVWTIOV TwV oUWV puabnrwv Tov. To tedbownd Tov éAape ws o
HAog xat ta evdvpata Tov éywvav otAtva kat Aevka ogav to Xwve (Mdaek.9,3). Tavtdéxpova
meQPANONKeE aiyAn ovpaviag vVTEQDLOIKIG AAUTIROTNTAS, OAV TO XIOVL, OaV TO TIO AaUTEO dws
oV Eixav avtikpioel mMoté, oav TNV o GWTEWVY] aoTEant.

Tnv dux otrypr), dAAo addo&o kat Bavpaotd Béapa eidav Ta patux Tovg. AVo peydAes oemtég
popdéc e INadawdks AwxBrikne davnkav exkatépwdev tov Inoov, o Mwiorc kat o HAiag,
«0pBévteg ev DOEN» (Aovk.9,31). we exmEdowmoL Tov Népov kat twv INgopntwv, va cuvoprAovv
pe Avtov yia ta péAdovia, mov Ba ouvvéBawvav ota legoodAvua, émov Ntav o TeAwds
TEoonog Tov (Aovk.9,31).

Ou péyoteg avtéc poRdéc eixav amoxwENoel amd Tov KOOHO KaTt& Teémov pvotnewwdn. O
Mwvoric antéBave kal kaveic dev &ide 10 Bavatd Tov, ovte Tov Tado Tov (Agvt.34,6). O HAiag dev
yevmke Oavarto, dott 0 Oedg Tov peTéoTnoEe e TTURLVO &GEpa oTtov ovpavo Lwvia (A'Bao.2,11). To
00 puomEWWdWs epdaviotnkav kat &AL oto 6pog e Metapopdpwoews. Zopdpwva enions pe
mv INaAawk AwxBrikn oL dvo avtéc peYAAES MIROCWTUKOTNTES EiXav TNV VYPLOTN TIur) va douvv 1)
d6&a tov Oeov evw Lovoav. O Mwvuorig ato 6Qog Liva «EtoT)ABev 16 ToV YvOdov, ov v o Oeds»
(Ed00.20,21). O HAiag €ide v d6&a Tov Oeov otV «pwvnv avgag Aenttris» (I''BaoiA.19,12). Ou
pabnrtéc érgedav, wg motol wanAiteg peydAn extipnon oe avtovs, dudtt o Mwvoris fjtav o
vopoBétng tov IoganA kat o HAlag o péyiotog twv mgodpntwv. Tovg aveyvwQioav eodavaws and
oV dLdAoY6 Toug pe Ttov Kogro.

O 1epbg Aovkag pag Aéyel Tiweg TNV WA ekeivn NG ovpavias pwtoxvoiag o ITétog kat ot GAAoL
Vo pabntéc «fjoav Bepagnuévolr vLvw' drayEryoprjoavtes de eidov v déLav avrtov kat
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Tovg V0 avdgag tovg ovvesTwrtag avtw» (Aovk.9,32). To nagadoo Béaua tovs ouvtagate
kvQuoAektika. H evtuxia mov évowBav ritav anegiypamntn. Aev fi0edav pe kavéva 1pémo va
datagaxBel exeivn n pakdoux kataotaon. I'' avtd poA edav va anoxweovv ot dvo agxaiot
avdees, o Tléteog nagaxkaAei tov Inocov va peivouv yia navia exei! «<Eruotata, kalov oty
NHAS WdE eival kal MOMOWHEV OKNVAG TRELS, piav oot kat piav Mwuosei xat pav HAia»
(Aovk.9,33). Eival xaQaktnQIoTiké T0 YEYOVOS WS Y TOUS EAVTOUG Tovg dev {nTodv katdAvua,
aAAG TOVG AQKEL 1) CUYKAOVIOTIKT) KaTtaataoT) ov Blwvav. Opws ovvexilet o 1€Qds evayyeAotic
«pn &1dws 0 Afyew, ouvenaguévog and v Beia ndovr) dev N€ee Tt éAeye. Eadvika, evw éAsyav
avtd, ouvvéPn katr GAAo magadoo ¢awvopevo. «Eyévero vedéAn kar emeokiacev avrovg'
epopniOnoav de ev Tw exeivous e10eABELV €16 TNV VEDEANV' KAt Pwvr) eYEVETO ek TG VEDEATS
Aéyovoa’ 0UTOG 0TIV 0 VIOG MOV 0 ayanntds' avtov akovete» (Aovk.9,35). O Oedg IMatégag
and tov ovpavo emPePaiwve yuax xal akdpa dpopd, v Beia woBeoia! H ovgavia ¢pwvi) mov
akovotke péoa anod mv pwrewvr) vedpéAn npokévnoe tétowo GoPo atovg pabnrés, wote avtoi
éneoav mMENVEig otnVv Bouvviowx XA6m kat dev umogovoav va aNKWoOLY 10 KEPAAL antd T yr).

«Ev tw yevéoBar tnv ¢wvnv £vpébn o Inoovs poévog, kat avroi eoiynoav» (Aovk.9,36). H
naQadoln ontacia eixe Angel, N pwrewvr) vedéAn eixe daAvOei kat oL ovRAVIOL ETOKETTES XAV
egadaviotel. O Xouotds evdedupévog mAéov v ovvrOn popdr) Tov, evBaggvvovtas Toug
cacnuopévovs  katr  ¢oPwopévous  pabnréc Tov toug  eime:  «EyégOnre kar  un
dopeioOe»(Mat6.17,8).

Ev 1w petadl eixe meQaoeL Kat 1) VOKTA KAl OL MQWTES aKTiVES Tov NAlov ékapav v eudavion
T0Ug 070 6Q0G NS Metapopdpwoews. Tinote dev OVMLE T TNV TUYKAOVIOTIKY] VOXTA K&t HOVO OL
Yuxég Twv pabntov frav mAnuuugopéves and Bavpaouo kat Beia ékotaor. Evad kamdogllav
10 QOO NG EMOTROPTIG 0 XQLOTOG TOVS MAQAKAAETE VA Unv avad£Qouv 0& KavEVav T YEYOVOS,
«£Ws 0V 0 VIO Tov avBpwnov &k vekQwv avaoti»(Mat.17,9, Magk.9,9). Kowomnoinon tov
YEYOVOTOS OTOV EVQUTEQO KUKAO twv pabntwv Ba mpokadovoe ovyxvon didtt dev frav akdun
Kavol va Katavorjoovv ta puotiow tov Oeov. IToAAw de paAdov otov apadr dxAo, duott Ba
nokaAovoE akawovg evBovowxopois kat Ba éBAante to vitoAowuno égyo Tov.

O 1e1g pabnréc neaypatt duxdvAaiav v evroAn tov Kugiov, pévo mov tovs Bacavile 1o
EQWTNUA: «TL £07TL TO €K VEKQWV avaotivawr (Mapk.9,10). Aev pmogovoav va kataAaBouvv v
avaotaor tov AaokaAov tovg, adov eixav mv eapaApévn avtiAnyn 6t «o XQLotog péver g
Tov awvar (lwav.12,3) wg o keatads eykdouwos Paclevs tov lopanA. Emiong toug
nEoPAnpatiLe 1o YeyYovos e epdavioews tov HAla, didtt yvaoulav nws 1 devten epudavior) tov
OTOV KOOMO omuaiver v éAgvon tov Meooia kar v apxr) e Pacleias tov (Madax.4,5).
Avagwtidvtay, yiati va punv knevgovv ta kadd véa e eAevoews Tov Meooia kat e Baoleiag
ov; Agv avteéav kal gwmoav tov Kogwo: «tt ovv ot IFgappateic Aéyovor, 6t HAiav de
€ABeiv nogwtov;» (Mat6.17,10). O Xoiotés toug andavinoe nws o HAlag mpdypatt 1jdn 1A6e, aAda
ot Tpappateic dev tov aveyvwoav kat Tov kakonoinoav, énws Ba kakonomjoovy kat tov Yo
tov AvBpwmov. O pabntéc xatdAapav 6t teAikd provoe ywx tov Iwévvn tov Bantoti, o
omoiog vTEEE 6O 0T0 BARROS KaL 0TV TOTN e TOV peY&AO Rodr .

Meta mv Avaotaon ot 1Qes pabntéc katavonoav To peyaAo yeyovée e Osiag
Metapogdpwoews, dtav eidav Eava tov Koo dofaopévo. Amynibnkav otovg vméAoimoug
anootoAovs v poPeer| ontacia. OL dvo pdAwota and avtols katéypapav oTis ETOTOAES Toug
mv ovykAoviotikn] euneia g Metapopdpwoews tov Kugiov. O andéotodog IMétgog oty B'
KaBoAwr) EmotoAr] tov éypape ta ekris: «Eyvwgicapev vpiv v tov Kugiov nuav Incod



XoLoTov dvvauy kat nagovsiav... enéntat yevnBévreg TG exeivov HeYAAELOTNTOG, AaBwv
yop maga ®eov Ilateds Tipfv xar d6&av dwvilg evexBeiong avtw Toldde vmod Tng
pueyadompenovs d6Eng, oUTOg 0TIV 0 UGG MOV O AYAMNTOG, €1 OV £Yw evdOKNOA’ kal
TavTnVv TV Gwvnv nueic nkovoapev & ovgavov evexBeicav, ovv avtTw OVTES EV Tw OQEL TW
ayiw» (B'Tlet0.1,16-19). O andéotodog Iwavvng otnv agxr} Tov evayyeAiov tov avadégel ot
«e0eacapeda v d6fav avrtov, d6Lav weg pHoVoyeEvOoUs MAQA MATEOG, MANENG XAQLTOG KAl
aAnBeiag» (lwav.1,14), avadepdpevos moodavws oto yeyovog trne Oeing Metapopdpwoews.
Eniong omv A' KaBoAwr] EmiotoAr] tov vnawiooetal v euneia tng Metapopdpwoews tov
Kuvgiov vyeadovtag 0Ot «avTn eotiv 1 emayyeAdia 1V  aknkKOApEvV am  autov KAl
avayyéAAopev vuiv, 6tL 0 O®edg Ppwe eot» (A' Iwav.1,5).

O Kvprog nuwv Inoovg Xpotds etvat o Yiog kat Adyog Tov Beov, 10 «anavyaopa tne do0&ne rat
XOQAKTI|Q TNG VROOTACEWS AVTOU, PEQWV TE TA MAVTA TW QNMATL TNG dUVAHEWS avTov»
(EBo.1,3). O awdviog kat dvapxos Oedg, o «1v ev agxr] meos tov @eov» kal «Iavra d avtov
£YEVETO, KAl XWwQIG avTOV eYEVETO OVOE eV 0 Yéyovev» (lwav.1,2-3).

Avtdég xaowv NG owtneiog Tov avlpwmivov Yévoug «OAQE eYEVETO KAl EGKIVWOEV &V MHiv»
(Iwdv.1,14). Eywve, ovvapa pe mm Beiax Tov Ppoon, aAnbivés kar téAeog dvOgowmog, dnAadr)
BeavOownog, yux va eivar ovpdwva pe touvs Ilatéges e ExxkAnoiag pag, n cwmpeia pag
neaypatikr] kal BePain. Taneivwoe 1600 1OAV 10 Beavdoucd Tov mpdowmno, wote 1Ebe oTov
kOopHo wg évag dompog avOpwmog. To dlo donpog élnoe oe 0AdkAneEn Vv et yng Cwr Tov.
Katadéxtnke kau Biwoe v avOowmivn kakodatpovia oto émakgo.

Orav aoyloe tov dnudoo Bio Tov kaAeoe pe anAdtnta toug cuvegydtes Tov amootdAovg, yix va
TOV MAQOWOOVV 0T0 £QY0 TG owTnEing Tov kdéopov. To o donuor vrreéav kal avtol. OAot
Toug 1jtav oAryoypappatol Ppagades g I'evnoagét. Ou woxvoi kal ot codoi Tov KOTHoL HjTav
YEUATOL HE EMAQOT] KL AQX AKATAAANAOL Vot CUHPBAAAOUY 07O QYO TG TWTNEING TOV KOTUOU.

Ot pabntéc tov Kugiov dev ntav amaAAaypévol and v dOTLTN €BVIKIOTIKT] TioTn TWV
vnodoinwv Iovdaiwv yua tov Meooia. Tov megipevav wg évav eBviké woatald mnyétn,
TEOWKLOHEVO pe VTTEEdUOIKES WLOTNTES, 0 0Moiog Ba avaotawve Tov évdofo Bpdvo tou Aafid kot
Ba eykabiotovoe aykdoUo PaciAelo pe cUYKUBEQVIITEG TOV «TIEQLOVOLO0 Aad»! AuTd 1)Tay KAl 10
pueYaAUTeQo okAVIAA0 Tou XQLOTOU amévavil 0To ovdaiko é6vog!

Méoa ota tepd EvayyéAia éxovpe cadeic HaQTURies Kot ekdNAWOE TwV pHaBntwy avtig g
neplegyne miotews. Toavtaxtd nmagdderypa 1 megintworn Twv viwv ZePedaiov, oL omoiot Atyo
nowv 10 mabog tov Inoov tov {nrovoav mEwtokaOedoics otnv peAdoviky Pacideia Tov
(Mat6.20,17-28). Emtiong axopa kol HETE TV avATTAOT) TO CUVOAO TwV MaONTWV «OUVEABOVTEG
emnowtwv avtov Aéyovres' Kogle, €L ev tw X00vw tovtw anokadiotavels v Badgiieiav tw
IoanA;» (TTpAE.1,6). O Kvpiog dev maéAeine o kABe MeQIMTWOT va TOVG dWOEL va KataA&Bouvv
otL opaAAovv kat ws o dlog dev 1jpBe oTOV KOOUO, Va KUQIXEXT|OEL, 0UTE va duxicovnBel aAAd
«duaxovioal kat dovvar tnv Yuxn Tov Avtgov avti moAAwv» (Mat0.20,28).

To omovdatdteQo yeyovos, To omoio avétpepe v AaBepévn avtiAnymn Twv kopudaiwv uadntwv
Y To XQLo1o kat 1o égyo Tov vmeée 1 Oeia Metapdodwor). Etvar achaAwc pux mooonaBewx va
anaykiowdovv, TovAGXIoTOV oL kogudaiot andotoAol, and TG MAXVAEG HuQOeOVIKIOTUCEG
avtAfpels, va punbovv ota pvotrowx Tov Oeov kal va yivouv paetupeg g Oeiag d6&ag. Mévo
X&on o avty TV OLYKAOVIOTIKY] EumeRin O HTOQOVoAV VA AVIHETWTIOOUV TN HEYRAN
dokipaoin kal T0 akavdaAo Tov otavgov. Mévo étot dev Ba Avyllav pmgoota oto mabog kaL Tov
Odvato Tov XpLotov. Mdvo étol Ba pnogovoav va motéPpovv oty avaotaor tov Kugiov, didtt
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Exelvog mov petapoodpadnice pmooota touvg kat meQANOnice v Oeix d6&a B pmogovoe va
avaomBei anod Tovg vexovg!

To Aaumod yeyovog tne Metapoodpwoews tov Kvpiov pag éxet emiong kat dAAeg omouvdaieg
dwaktikég magapétoovs. O dytol Tlatépeg g ExkAnoiag pag dviAnoav and avté omovdaieg
aAnBeieg e xowtavikig pag miotews. H OgB6doén Oeodoyia pag éxet adreowoet oAdKAN 0
KePaAaia 0To peydAo kat Bavpaotd autod yeyovog katl avtAel OepeAddes aAnOeteg amod avto.

H mooowmikr| petapdodpwon tov Oecavbowmov Kuplov pag, amoteAel tov mpodyyedo kat g
OIS pag peTapoedPwoews. Avto pag to Befatwvel 0 aAndrg Adyog tov Kvpiov pac: «nueig de ot
TAVTEG AVAKEKAAVUUEVEW TROOWTW TNV d6&av Kuiov katonTtolliopevoL TV avthv eikova
petapogdovueba and d0&ng &g do&av, kabamnep and Kvgiov Ivevpatog» (B'Kop.3,18). OAot
ot muotoi Tov XQLOTOU, WG «OUHHOEPOVG TNG &€KOVOG» Tov Bfgov» (Pwp.829), 6O«
petapoopwbove kat epeic kat O ovvdolaobovpe pe Avtov. Tooo peydAo etvat to péyebog g
dAavbowmiag Tov Oeov, Omoilog 1600 MOAV pag ayamnd, wote OéAel va pag xaploet pHéQog NG
ducrig Tov do&ac!

Ta wed Evayyédr avadégovv mwe pali pe 1o mpoowmo Kvpilov petapoodwbnkav kat ta
evdvpata Tov xat éywvav «oTiABovra, Aevkd Alav wg XV, olx Yvadevg emi tng yng ov
dvvatal ovTw Asvkavar (Magk.9,3). Avtd onpaivel mwg pall pe pag tovg vovg Tov Ogov
(Pwp.8:14) Ba petapoodpwdel kat oAdkAnon n dnuovgyia. O amdotorog IlavAog toviCet
capéotata Vv HEAAOVTIKT) TNG peTapoodwor). «Kat avtr) n ktiolg eAevBegwBnoetatl and tg
dovAeiag tng $pO0EAS 1 TNV eAevBegiav g d6&NG Twv Tékvwv tov @eov» (Pw.8,21). H weoi
AmoxkaAvym, To evayyéAlo tov TeAkov OouapBov g ExkAnoiag pag, opdel yux v
ETXATOAOYIKT] ONUIOLEYIA KALVOVQLOL 0LEAVOD Kal KALVOUQLAG Y16, DLOTL O «MRWTOG 0VEAVAG
Kat ) mEwrtn yn anABov» (Amoi.21,1). H map&doln eudavion tov Mwvuor kat tov HAla kata
™mv petapoedwaon tov Kuplov emiBePaicvel megitooava v XOLOTIAVIKT] THOTN 0TV HET&
Odvatov Cwn. O Mwvong eixe (foet megoootepa amd Xidwa TOXKOOLX XQOVIX TRV amd TNV
yvévvnon tov Kugiov kat o HAlag mavw amnd oxtaxoowa. Kat duws epudaviotrav Lwvtavol
HTIQOOTA& OTOVG EVIQOMOUG KAl dLOTIOTOVS UaBnTéc «OVAAaAoUVTES Tw Inoov» (Mdaok.9,4). O
g o Koglog eixe met mwg o Bedg «ovk €otiv 0 Oedg Bedg vexkQWv, aAA& Lwvtwv»
(Mat6.22,33). Me v Lwodooo avaotaor) Tov éywe «mEwTOTOKOS £k TV vekgwv» (KoA.1,18,
Amok.1,5), anagxn g avaotdoews OAwvV Twv MotV o Avtdv avlownwy, kabotl «deL To
$0aQTov tovTo evdvoacOal aPOagoiav kar To BvnTév TovTo EVOVOAOEOaL abavaciav...
KkatemoOn o Bavartog e1g vikog» (A'Kop.15,54).Avt eivat 1) o xaomolds kat eAmidopoga mtiotn
¢ avOownodtnTag!

[ v 0000600&N mvevpatkotnTa 1) Metapdodwon tov Kupiov éxet wiklovoa onuacia. Lta
pulavtva xeovia téBnie wg mEdKANoN amd v dutikn) apetua] oxoAaoTikyy Beoloyia Kkatd
TOoOV UToQel 0 dvBowmog va mpooeyyioel kat va Pudoet v Oeia d0&a. Ot agetucol dutikoi
vrootowlav mwg n 06&ax kat 10 dwg ™MC Metapoghpwoews NTav KToTd Guokd  dws,
HETEWQOAOYIKO PatvOpeVo, dOTL evteAws avBaigeta tadTilav TV ovoia e TS €VEQYELES TOV
Ocov. Avtibeta ot 0gB6doEoL Tatépeg pe mpoe&doxovta tov dyto I'onydoro tov HaAapd (1296-
1359) omowlopevor omv ayia T'oadr kat v mapadoon e aoxaias ExkAnoilag ékapav v
dLakQLom peTagl ovoiag KAl aKTIoOTWV eVEQYELWV TOL Be0V Kat amodpavOnKav mws o Gwg Kat N
dota e Belag Metapoodpwoews 1tav dpavégwarn tov aktiotov Oelov Gwtds kat TV aKktioTwy
evegyeiwv tov Beov. O avOQwmnog pumogei pe TNV xaern tov @eov Kkat Tov dikd Tov MEOTWMIKO
aywva va GTaoeL va deL kot va Yivel HEToX06 avtov Tov akTioTov Gpwtds kat tng déLag Tov
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B®¢ov kat ané avtn 1 {wr). Ilgdkertat ya 10 Yvwotd mvevpatikd kivipa twv Hovxaopov, 1o
0moi0 HETOVRAVTIOE TOV 14° auva Kat T 0T0i0 CUVTEAETE 0TIV ATIOKQLOTAAAWGT) TOL 0QBODOEOU
dOYHaTOG KaL TNV aVATITUEN TTEQAUTEQW TNG TTVEVUATIKOTITAG.

[ tov 09B600&0 miotd 0 Beds eival «PnAadntdc» da Twv aktiotwv evegyewwv Tov, dott
Ywouevos anodértne kat pEToxos Twv Buovel ovioAoyud v vmagén tov Oeov. As xoedletal
Aoywcég anodeitels vy v Unaén Tov emedr] 0 e0wWTEQIKAG TOL KOTHOG Eival TATUUVQLOUEVOS
ané g axtiotes Oeleg evéQyeleg, oL OMOiEG TOU IMNUIOVEYOUV MIX ATUHOTEVT] TMVEVUATIKT
mAneémta. Tov eivat 1600 owceiog 0 Beds, 600 oL pvokoi auyyeveic tov! Mévo otnv 0gB6d0En
meakTkr) o BOedc xagaktnoiletar wg matégag Me T BPAKI] Kal xQoTaviky €vvola,
anaAdayuévn anod kabe eidovg ovpuPoAouwy kat etkdvwv. ' tov 00B6d0E0 ToTd 0 Peds eivat o
OTEVOG OUYYEVTG TOV, TO DIKO TOU ayannTo TEOCWTO TOV UTOQEL V& TO EUTITTEVTEL KAL VA TOV
avaBéoel m Cwr) Tov, XwElg va algetar  amd pégoug tov 1) cvvaiclnor e vrégtatng dadogds
pe o Anuioveyo tov. Autd Befawdvetar Eekabaga ato yeyovos e Being Metapopdpwoews. Ou
dvo mEodryTEG KAt oL TREG andoToAoL 0T0 BafdELo OQOG HETEXOVTEG TWV AKTIOTWY EVEQYELWV TOU
petapopdpwBévrog Kugiov, awoBavovtav wdwxitega owceior pe Ekeivov katr tavtdxgova
avayvawiav tm duadogeticy Tovg pvom.

H awetixr] oxoAaotikr) dutikr) ddaokadia mepl TAUTICEWS TNG OVTIAG KAL TWV EVEQYELDV TOV
B0V ovaowgevoe avuntégPAnTa mEoPBAHATA 0TI TXéoELS Tov avBowTov pe To Oed. To dpwgs g
Beiag Metapogdwoews exAapfdavetal wg Guokd KToTd Pws, dTws KToTég ekAapPavoval Kat
OAEG oL evéQyeLeg TOU Oe0V TIEOG TOV KOTHO. AUTO MEAKTIKA OTHAIVEL TIwG 0 AvOQwTOog de peTéxEL
Tov B0V 08 KapA TEQIMTWOTN Kat doa eivar oAdteAa Eévog Avtov. H povn «petoxri» tou
avOowrov pe 1o Ocd eival  dux Tov vov avalitnor Tov. Avtd vmrjeée 1 ademia AWV TwV
OUYXQOVWV kakodo&wv katd Trg 000 miotews Tov Beov. Oi TEQATWOES TATUKES KAl
ngotegtavtikég meQl Oeov avtdipels dnuovgynoav éva anibavo Ymobwdwtd anaghdektwv
vonukav eikovwv Tov. Avtd 6mws eivat yvwotd, odrynoe otnv &ovnomn g vTagéews tov Oeov
KoL axoun ot ¢t doypatikr) Bewenom tov «Bavatov tov Beov», and tov magidgova
EKTIQOOWTO TG EVEWTAiKT|S dxvonomng Nitoe!

To yeyovég g Beiag Metapopdpwoews Tov Kugiov mpémet va katavyalel v Ypuxr) pag kabe
otypn mg Comg pag. Eivar avayxn va ovvednronoujoovpe 61t 0 pravOowmos Oeds pag,
egautiag g apetng ayanng Tov yux pag, pag divet 1o VPLoTto dikaiwpa va LETEXOVHE KatL avTr|g
™mg duag e d6&ag Tov, doTL epeic oL moTol XQLoTIKAVOL dev eipaate onadoi Ognokeing, OTws ot
ontadoi AAAwV Bgnoxewwv, aAAd vioBetnpéva Tk Tov Ocov, pétoxot g Beiag pakagotTag
Tou! Avt) mv peydAn tyun de Ba ) cuvavTioovpe o€ kapwk GAAN wtioTn. I'Y avtd eival avaykn
va anaykiotewlovpe anod ta okvpaia tov kéopov (PALn.3,8), va TagadWooVE TOV £aVTO pag
ota xéQua tov Oeov KkatL va £xovpe 0dnyd otn Lwns pag tov awwvio vopo Tov. Tote To dkTioto
BaBweelo dws Ba katavydlel mAéoux v Yuxr) pag, ka®’ 6An 1 dukorewx Tng akavOwdovg eni
NG mogeiag pag kat Oa pag 0dnyel aocPaiws oty owtneia, atnv awwvia Lwr) kat ot Béwon!
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FALLING ASLEEP OF THE THEOTOKOS

During the first 15 days of August, our Holy Orthodox Church commemorates the
Falling Asleep of the Theotokos, the Mother of God on August 15,

On August 4, 9", and 11" at 6:00 pm, the Paraclesis Service will be chanted for the
health of all those seeking intercession prayers.

At the end of this article please find the form which you may submit the names of your
loved ones.

Concerning the Dormition of the Theotokos, this is what the Church has received from
ancient times from the tradition of the Fathers. When the time drew nigh that our Savior
was well-pleased to take His Mother to Himself, He declared unto her through an Angel
that three days hence, He would translate her from this temporal life to eternity and bliss.
On hearing this, she went up with haste to the Mount of Olives, where she prayed
continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever
was necessary for her burial. While these things were taking place, clouds caught up the
Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one happened to be preaching, and
brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God who informed them of the cause
of their sudden gathering,. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction as was meet,
and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for the peace of the world. She blessed
the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her all-holy spirit into
the hands of her Son and God.

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that
God-receiving body and brought it to the sepulcher while the Angels from Heaven chanted
with them and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. But one Jew, moved by
malice, audaciously stretched forth his hand upon the bed and immediately received from
divine judgment the wages of his audacity. Those daring hands were severed by an
invisible blow. But when he repented and asked for forgiveness, his hands were restored.
When they reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with honor the all-
immaculate body of the Theotokos, which was the source of Live. But on the third day
after the burial, when they were eating together, and raised up the artos (bread) in Jesus’
Name, as was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the air, saying “Rejoice” to them.
From this they learned concerning the bodily translation of the Theotokos into the
Heavens.

These things the Church has received from the traditions of the Fathers, who have
composed many hymns out of reverence, to the glory of the Mother of our.
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Paraklesis of the Theotokos

August 4%, 9t and 11, 2017

For the Health of: For the Health of:
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The Perfect Plus Sign

A father was driving his young daughter to
pre-school. As they passed the local church
the little girl asked, "Daddy, why is there a
big plus sign on top of that house?"

Don't you just love the symbolism? Isn't the
Cross of Christ the Perfect Plus Sign? Which
reminds me of the story about a priest and a
rabbi who are playing golf together for the
first time. The rabbi soon discovers that the
priest is an excellent putter. He also notices
that before putting, the priest always makes
the sign of the Cross. Halfway through the
course, the rabbi is losing by ten strokes.
And so he asks the priest if he thinks it will
be all right if he too crosses himself. "Sure
rabbi, go ahead," the priest says. "But it
won't do you any good unless you also learn
how to putt."

Indeed, for Christians, the Cross of Christ is
our perfect plus sign. But it won't do us any
good until we learn how to translate that
most precious symbol of our faith into life.
We cannot grow in the faith unless we learn
how to translate our good intentions, into
genuine, loving deeds.

Several years ago, in an interview, a well-
known member of the clergy said that some
of the meanest people he knew could quote
the Bible forward and backward. "They are
familiar with the facts," he said, "but they
have never been able to translate fact into
life." Once, Jesus speaks to a large crowd of
followers and would-be followers about this
very problem. He says, "Anyone who does
not carry his cross and come after Me
cannot be My disciple.” To those assembled,
this was a clear and direct call to action.
And for us, this is a clear and direct call to
translate mere words, into loving deeds.

The Evangelist Mathew clearly describes
Jesus' life ministry in terms of His care and

concern for those who are victims of
neglect. It is Jesus who touches lepers. It is
Jesus who embraces and Kisses the children,
the orphans. It is Jesus who loves the
sinners who are rejected by the self -
righteous. It is Jesus who dies for the least
among God's children, without exception. It
is Jesus who tells the crowds; do not follow
the example of the Scribes and Pharisees.
Their words are bold but their deeds are
few. "They tie up heavy burdens and lay
them on men's shoulders, but will they lift a
finger to help them? Not they" (Mt.23: 3-5).

Being Jesus' disciples means that we
voluntarily accept the cost of discipleship's
day-in and day-out dedication to hard work.
It means we must be willing to do the heavy
lifting in loving service to others. We need
to remember that Jesus turned away many
people who were not willing to pay the
price:- not willing to report for work, each
and every day.

People came to Jesus because they wanted
the benefits. They wanted the healing, they
wanted the excitement, and they wanted
the comfort that came with discipleship. But
when they began to make excuses for
avoiding the inconveniences, the sacrifice,
the hard work, the need to carry their
crosses, Jesus simply said "No!"

He didn't say Go and do whatever else it is
that you have to do and then we'll talk
about following Me. Rather, He said, No!
This is not for you. You're not ready for this.

No one is forced to become a disciple of
Jesus Christ. You and I are free to accept His
call or reject it. But when we accept it, part
of the cost ee often the most expensive part
-- is the matter of following in His footsteps
by giving ourselves to others. Picking us our
cross and doing for others,
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even when it hurts. But, miracle of
miracles, it is in the doing that we discover
that this way of life-- this "Blue-Collar"
Christianity"-- is the most glorious life
possible. And if some of us are not
harvesting the blessed fruits of this Good
Life in Christ, it's because we're following
Him at too great a distance. Consequently,
our view of what the Christian way of life
is all about remains dim e even grim.

However near, or however far from the
Lord Jesus we may be at this moment,
hopefully we're here today trying to close
the distance. We're here to take a closer
walk with the Lord. We're here to see Him
more clearly. We're here to love Him more
dearly. We're here to focus on the true
meaning of Christian discipleship and, in
the process, to discover the true meaning
of our journey through life.

Jesus goes on to say, "If any man comes to
Me without hating his father, mother, wife,
children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own
life too, he cannot be My disciple" (Lk.
14-26).

Understood in full Biblical context, the
word hate as it is used here really means
to love less. Jesus is saying, in effect, if you
want to experience the glory of genuine
discipleship, and if you want to experience
life-enhancing relationships with your
father, mother, brothers, sisters, sons,
daughters, and all others ee your love for
them must be less than your love for God.
Or perhaps better put, in order to be My
genuine disciple, your life cannot be
centered on other human persons ee not
even your father, not even your brother or
sister, not even your son or daughter, not
even your husband or wife.

Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for
Humanity, was a millionaire by the age of
twenty-nine. He could buy his wife
anything she possibly could want, he
thought. But one day he came home to
discover that she had left him. Millard

went searching for her and found her on a
Saturday night in a hotel in New York City.
They talked into the wee hours of the next
morning as she poured out her heart and
made him see that she wasn't interested in
the things he was buying her. Her heart
was empty and her spirit was burned out,
she explained. She was dead inside and
she wanted to live again. Kneeling at their
bedside in that hotel room, Millard and
Linda made a radical decision. They
decided to sell everything they had and
dedicate themselves to serving poor
people and working for justice for the
oppressed. The next day they found a
church and went in to worship and thank
God for their new beginning. They got to
church early, met with the minister, and
told him about what had happened and
the decision they had made. To their
surprise, the minister told them that such
a radical decision was not really
necessary. "'He told us that it was not
necessary for us to give up everything,"
Millard said. "He just didn't understand
that we weren't giving up money and the
things that money could buy. We were
giving up a whole way of life that was
killing us."

For all of us, there comes a time when we
must give up the things that are killing us,
and focus on the life-affirming work of
loving others. But it is only because God
has loved us first that we have the power
to love other persons. Apart from God
there is no true love. And if we truly love
God, we cannot fail to love other persons,
all other persons. If we truly love God we
must be willing to give up everything, in a
sense, and pick up our cross and follow
him!

For Christians, the Cross of Christ is our
perfect plus sign. But it won't do us any
good until we learn how to translate this
most precious symbol of our faith into life.
In order to grow fully in the faith, we must
translate our good intentions, into
genuine, loving deeds.
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ITANHI'YPIX THX
ATTAY Z20®PIAX koL Ttov Tprwv OYT'ATEPQN,

INIZTEQX, ATAIIHX xoaiv EAIIIAOX
(IIpootatideg Tng Ayrag ExkAnowag pacg)

16, ZEIITEMBPIOY, 2017
Meyag Eomepivog — otag 7:00u.u.
17, ZEIITEMBPIOY, 2017
OpBpog kot Oera Aettovpyra — otoag 9:00m.u.

Feast Day of Saint Sophia
and Her Three Daughters,
Faith, Hope and Love

(Patron Saints of our Church)

September 16, 2017
Great Vespers at 7:00pm

September 17, 2017
Orthros and Divine Liturgy begin at 9:00am

Interstate 90 east or west to exit 31 north, 1°* traffic light make left
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What is Christian Stewardship?
July ~ August 2017

As the
Father has sent me,
v 501 send you
John 20:21

ph i

Christian Stewardship is...

...learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of Christ’s Church; it is learning how to

enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work., for in Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of God.

...our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of humankind in grateful

acknowledgment of Christ’s redeeming love.
...caring for the needs of others.
...offering one’s self to God as He offered Himself to us.

...what a person does after saying “I believe...”, as proof of that belief.

...devotion and service to God and His Church as persons, as families, as diocese/metropolis, as national

Church and as Church universal.

Welcome

The Community of St. Sophia would like to welcome the following
new stewards to our church family:

Susan Anderson-Kleif
John Michael and Stephanie Bender
Katherine Cappas
Angela Garris
Nicholas Kouretas
Kathryn LaMantia
Nicholas Lutsch
Kosta Metropulos
David Miner
Zachary and Elaine Trella

Financial Snapshot

* 2017 Operational Budget............cccoeeeevviecrirecnnnnne. $562,916
® Pledged.....cooveeieeieeieeeeeee e $238,837
® RECEIVEA. ..o $159,105
® Number of StewardsS.......c.cooooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 252

~ Please remember to submit your pledge commitment for 2017 ~

page 17



Philoptos News

By: Kathleen Katrakis

Congratulations to our new
Philoptochos President and Board

Members!!
President: Pat Kolodziej

1st Vice-President: Anna Panagiotopoulos
2" Vice-President:  Irene Arsoniadis
Recording Secretary: Juliana Mourelatos
Treasurer: Matina Caribacas
Asst. Treasurer: Vivian Baxter
Corresponding Sec: Karen Karas

Advisor: Polly Gorski

Siree Bakakos
Peggy Boytor
Vasiliki Constantine
Artemis Kamaris
Kathleen Katrakis
Koula Magdalin
Georgia Sotos

Board Members:

May God bless our new Philoptochos President
and new Board as they continue to fulfill the
mission of Philoptochos in doing God’s Work!

SUMMER = GREEK FEST
OPA!

Greek Fest Baking

2017 Greek Fest Baking Schedule:
Tuesday, June 20th ---3:00 pm Diples
Wednesday, July 51--9:00 am Variety
Thursday, July 6" -- 2:30 pm Koulouria
Monday, July 10" --- 9:00 am Baklava
Wednesday, July 12"—9:00 am

Packaging

NO Experience Necessary----Just come and
join the fun!

We are also in need of help to work the Sweets
Booth during Greek Fest. Please contact
Philoptochos President Pat Kolodziej to volunteer
your services. Greek Fest is a Church wide
fundraiser and we NEED YOU!!!

3
ANk

7/0\)

A Heartfelt Thank You to Siree
Bakakos, Vivian Baxter and Vasiliki Constantine for
co-chairing a fun filled Pot Luck Dinner as we
thanked our beloved President Polly Gorski for her
undying commitment and dedication these last four
years as the St. Sophia Philoptochos President.
She lead our Philoptochos with honor and love and
we truly appreciate her effort! Thank You, Polly!
Her presidency may be over, but she is not going

anywherel!!

: Saint Sophia Philoptochos
Commltments for July and August Include:

* 2 -8t. Sophia Scholarships

Upcoming Events — Mark Your Calendars
Philoptochos Board Meetings — Monday, August

14, 2017 and Monday, August 28, 2017.

Philoptochos General Meeting — Tuesday,
September 5, 2017, 7:00 p.m.

St. Sophia Vespers and Feast Day — Saturday,
September 16 and Sunday September 17, 2017.

Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos Annual

Luncheon — Saturday, September 23, 2017; the
Empress Banquets.

page 18



Church School Chronicles

We pray that you are having a blessed
summer!

%Our end of the year commencement

was on May 21. We honored all of our preschool
students as they are just beginning their journey
through our Church School program, our children
who received gifts for committment to our
Church School program with attending 29 Church
School classes or more, and our Oratorical Festival
participants. We also honored our dedicated and
committed teachers who show such love for their
students to glorify Christ and His Holy Orthodox
Church of St. Sophia. A special mention to Ms.
Natalie Wians for helping with the curriculum,
Mrs. Sophia Petratos for facilitating, organizing
and implementing the Oratorical Festivals and our
substitutes. We also presented seniors with an
Orthodox Study Bible for their future endeavors.
A huge thank you to Mrs. Maria Kroll for her many
years of service as Church School director. We
have thrived under her leadership and we are
blessed that she will continue to teach our
children. We are thankful for all of our students,
families and staff, and for their fervor,
commitment and desire to learn more about our
Orthodox Faith through our Sunday Church
School program.

£

S The Church School hosted Vacation
Church School 2017: "Creation", June 12-16, 2017
from 9am to 12:30pm. Our field trip was on
Wednesday, and we explored God’s creations at
the Chicago Botanic Gardens after a morning of
classes. We had 55 3-year-olds to incoming 8th
graders involved. It was a blessing to see

students and families every day for a week!
Thank you to Elena Gjata and Sophia Gjata who
wrote the curriculum for the week, and offered
ideas for crafts and the field trip too.
thankful and humbled by each of the volunteers
who were needed as
"metropolis" to plan and prepare a VCS
program...a village is not big enough! A special
and heart-felt thank you to Fr. Andrew for his
vision and love that he has for the VCS program
and for every one of our children!

We are

it takes an entire

| REGLSTRATION

T

% In addition, the Church School will be
hosting fellowship hour for the months of July and
August. At that time, please stop by our
registration table to register your children for the
2017-2016 Sunday Church School year. We will
also be sending registrations through email to
previously registered students. It is vital that all
students are registered each year so we can
update our records. There are no registration
fees for Sunday Church School, however, we ask
for a free-will donation to offset the costs of
books and materials needed for the year. All
children must be registered! We look forward to
seeing you during the summer months.
call the church office with any questions or email

us at stsophiachurchschool@gmail.com.

Please

Kingdiiz2

Blesse

heaven

ighteousn
Godpersecuted

We look forward to starting another
Church School year with you in September! Our
2016-27 school year will start on September 24!
May the new 2017-2018 Sunday Church School
year be again filled with God’s rich and abundant
blessings!

With love in Christ,
Sunday Church School Staff
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PERICLES GREEK SCHOOL
HEPIKAHY EAAHNIKO XXOAEIO

Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we prepare for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year, the staff and | are looking forward to working
with you and your child. We will continue to ensure that all the students acquire knowledge and understandings
that will enable them to continue the enthusiasm for learning Greek as a second language and creating a feeling of
love for the Greek culture and traditions. This will be able to be accomplished through our curriculum, our
dedicated staff, positive home-school communication, and a safe/organized environment. Together, we can make
this another outstanding school year!

Enclosed in this packet are all the forms you will need to complete registration. Please contact us if you
have any questions.

The first day of school for students will be Saturday, September 9, 2017. Our school hours are 9:00 am to
12:30 pm. It is a requirement that your child attend school every Saturday unless there is a legitimate excuse for
the absence.

Pericles Greek School is staffed by Greek/American bilingual teachers experienced in Greek language
teaching. Students are placed in levels, based on both language experience and knowledge. This year again we will
continue to enroll in the Preschool and Kindergarten classes. After extensive consideration, we have decided to
host the 7t" and 8t levels for those interested in extending their education. For more information please contact
the church office or the Director of Pericles Greek School Mrs. Anna Panagiotopoulos at annio58 @yahoo.com .

Sincerely,
Anna Panagiotopoulos

Director of Pericles Greek School
St. Sophia Church, Elgin, IL
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Pericles
Greek School

St Sophia Greek Orthodox
Church

Elgin, IL 60123

Mission Statement

The Greek School at Saint Sophia is
committed to teaching children and
adult students of the parish and
surrounding areas (non-parishioners)
Greek as a second language.

The teaching of the language is focused
on conversation, reading, and writing
that are built around everyday family life
and functions, Greek history, religion,
culture and traditions of Greek people.
In doing so, our School aims to
maintain and cultivate further the Greek
American identity of our youth.

The Greek School at Saint Sophia is
also committed to maintaining and
supporting the dance troop for teaching
and performing Greek dances by the
children and adults.

Approved by the Greek School Committee on
December 8, 2000

St. Sophia Pericles
Greek School
Elgin, Illinois

Tuition & Collection Schedule
for 2017 -2018

Tuition:
$895.00 for 1 child
$1,640 for 2 children
$2,435 for 3 children

Payments:

Please make checks payable to:
St. Sophia

You can mail payments to:
St. Sophia
ATTN: Greek School
525 Church Road
Elgin, IL 60123

The new school year will start
on Saturday, September 10,
2016.

Classes will be held on
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. for all levels
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PLEASE SUBMIT $100.00 NON-REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEE ALONG WITH THIS APPLICATION.

FAMILY LAST NAME:

PERICLES GREEK SCHOOL
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO
PRESCHOOL THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE
525 CHURCH RD., ELGIN, IL 60123
(847) 888-2822 — Fax: (847) 888-2986

STUDENT INFORMATION:

(CHILDREN MUST BE 4 YEARS OLD BY SEPTEMBER TO ENROLL IN THE PRE-K SCHOOL CLASS, AND 5 YEARS
OLD TO ENROLL IN THE KINDERGARTEN).

1. STUDENT’S NAME: GREEK NAME:
(PRINT LAST) (PRINT FIRST)

ADDRESS:

(CITY) (STATE) (ZIP CODE)

BIRTHDATE: __ /| AGE: SEX:M_F_ ENTERING GRADE:

2. STUDENT’S NAME: GREEK NAME:
(PRINT LAST) (PRINT FIRST)

ADDRESS:

(CITY) (STATE) (ZIP CODE)

BIRTHDATE: __ /| AGE: SEX:M_F_ ENTERING GRADE:

FAMILY INFORMATION:

FATHER’S NAME: E-MAIL:

PHONE: HOME: ( ) CELL: ( )

MOTHER’S NAME: E-MAIL:

PHONE: HOME: ( ) CELL: ( )

STATUS OF PARENTS: MARRIED: SEPARATED: DIVORCED:
PARENT SIGNATURE: DATE:

OFFICE USE: DATE: AMOUNT RECV'D:

PAYMENT TYPE: CHECK # ORCASH___  RCVDBY:
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PERICLES GREEK SCHOOL
EMERGENCY FORM

FAMILY LAST NAME:

AUTHORIZATION TO ADMINISTER IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

*In the event of an injury or iliness, | authorize the Greek school personnel to take such emergency action as
deemed necessary, including the transportation of the student to a hospital or medical center.

*In case of an emergency, the school staff will call 911 and make every attempt to contact a parent or a designated
emergency contact.

STUDENT’S NAME: BIRTHDATE: __ /  /
(PRINT LAST) (PRINT FIRST)

Allergies/medical conditions:

Does your child have any special disabilities? If YES, please explain:

FATHER’S NAME: E-MAIL:
PHONE: HOME: ( ) CELL: ( )
MOTHER’S NAME: E-MAIL:
PHONE: HOME: ( ) CELL: ( )

*Family Doctor to contact in an emergency:

PHYSICIAN’S NAME: PHONE: ( )

INSURANCE: NAME & POLICY NO#

*Please list two people we may call if the parent(s) cannot be reached in the event of an emergency.

PERSON TO CALL IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

PHONE ( )

PERSON TO CALL IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

PHONE ( )

*As a parent/guardian, | do herewith authorize treatment by a qualified and licensed medical doctor of the above
listed minor(s) in the event of a medical emergency which, in the opinion of the attending emergency room
physician, may endanger his/her life, cause disfigurement, physical impairment or undue discomfort if delayed.
This authority is granted only after a reasonable effort has been made to contact me.

PRINT NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: DATE:
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PERICLES GREEK SCHOOL
PARENT/GUARDIAN WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY
AND PERMISSION FORM

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church and all affiliated ministries have published a web site on the
World Wide Web {http://www.st-sophia.org}.

Frequently, we will be publishing important information about events and student accomplishments
on the internet and through other media. Part of this publishing may involve displaying work and
photographs of staff and students.

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church and all affiliated ministries agree that the student’s picture,
art, written work, voice, verbal statements, portraits (video or still) shall only be published and used
for public relations, public information, school or parish promotion, publicity, and instruction.

In an effort to promote church and ministry activities and provide a degree of security for students,
no personal information about the student (such as last name, home address, or telephone
number) will be disclosed by Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church and all affiliated ministries or
published. If you agree to these terms, please sign and date this form and return it to Saint Sophia
Greek Orthodox Church and its affiliated ministry. This form need only be signed once and
permission can be revoked at any time by sending a note to the church office.

Yes, | give my permission for my child’s first name, photograph, or schoolwork to be published
on the church web site and other media.

No, | do not give permission.

Parent and/or Legal Guardian only:

Name:

(PRINT LAST) (PRINT FIRST)

Signature:

Student’s Name

(PRINT LAST) (PRINT FIRST)

Date:
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GRECIAN CHICKEN GYROS SAGANAKI MOUSSAKA

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church proudly presents

Greek
N

LOUKOUMADES

FRIDAY, JULY 14 SATURDAY, JULY 15 SUNDAY, JULY 16
T1am-1pm & 5pm-11pm Noon-11pm Noon-10pm

SAILIAILDWY s.dI

ENTERTAINMENT GREEK PASTRIES & GREEK CAFE
Live Music! John Linardakis and Hellenic 5 Bands, Baklava, Diples, Loukoumades and more
Riley Elmore from NBC’s ‘The Voice’ under the “Sweets Tent.” Greek Coffee,
season 11 finalist Frappes, Ice Cream Sundaes
Greek Culture! Orthodoxy at St. Sophia, and more at the Kafenio!
Agape Dance Troupe, Learn to Greek Dance, FULL BAR

Learn to Cook Greek - el LT
DJ Music! D) Bobby Styles - Sounds of Greece kil B4 es.tlva i
& sample Greek wines & beer!!!

BAKLAVA

AUTHENTIC GREEK CUISINE DRIVETHRU
Grecian Chicken, Gyros, Souvlaki, Saganaki, All weekend long!
Moussaka, Pastichio, Greek Fries, Greek Salad, On site, just as hot and delicious!
Calamari, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs

and our returning “Greek Burger!” GREEK FEST MARKETPLACE

Come inside the air conditioned exhibitor hall
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PASTICHIO

KID’S ACTIVITIES! where you can see and purchase items from
vendors of all kinds

Come and see what we have in store for you!
Not open Friday 11am-1pm

Euro Bungee, bouncy houses and games!

THE GRAND RAFFLE
Grand Prize of $10,000.00!!!
Call to buy your tickets early!!!

Greek Fest Special! Unlimited rides $20 each
or 2 for $30 from 12pm-5pm on Sat and Sun!
Not open Friday 11am-1pm

525 Church Road Elgin, IL 60123 ¢ Route 31 & 1-90
For more information, visit www.st-sophia.com or call 847-888-2822

OIVAVAW.N ¢
1744WY ANVYUD

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  GREEK DANCING GREEK WINE
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St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church Youth Ministry Program

The mission and goal of the St. Sophia Youth Ministry Program is to lead our youth into experiencing the Holy Orthodox Faith. By
developing a personal relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and becoming active sacramental members of the living
Church, our young people will be equipped with tools necessary to assist them in their journey toward salvation.

Throughout all of our individual groups we focus on four main characteristics guided by our Archdiocese Youth Department:

Liturgia ~ Worship Koinonia ~ Fellowship
Diakonia ~ Service Martyria ~ Witness

The Youth Ministry Program offers many opportunities for our youth to participate in different events and activities all guided and
inspired by our four circles. Not only do we organize, promote and host family events, we further break out into age appropriate groups
as well as an athletic program. Each group is structured with events, activities and fellowship geared toward each age group and the
four circles as stated above. The entire program works to guide and strengthen our young people in the expression of their faith.

Hope: The Hope group is for children between the ages of 40 days up to 5 years of age. The goal of the Hope Ministry is to bring to
the children of the Orthodox Faith a basic understanding of the Holy Church. Children and their parents or caregivers arrive at church,
spend time socializing until they meet with Fr. Andrew in the church and discuss the topic of the day. Typical Hope gatherings include
the opportunity for the children to create topic-related crafts, sing songs, have story time and go on special outings. This fellowship
closes with snack and playtime to help encourage building long lasting and loving friendships.

Faith: The Faith group is for youth in Kindergarten through Second Grade. This group will meet both at St. Sophia and also have
outings away from the church as well; we typically meet in conjunction with the JOY program.

JOY: The Joy group is for youth in Third Grade through Fifth Grade. This group will meet both at St. Sophia and also have outings
away from the church as well; we typically meet in conjunction with the Faith program.

Jr. GOYA: The Jr. GOYA group is for youth in Sixth Grade through Eighth Grade. This group will meet both at St. Sophia and also
have outings away from the church as well. We have both separate Jr. GOYA events and also Jr. and Sr. GOYA combined events.

Sr. GOYA: The Sr. GOYA group is for youth in Ninth Grade through Twelfth Grade. The Sr. GOYA members are led by their Executive
Board members. Their Executive Board is nominated and voted on by their peers; the members of GOYA. Their role is to choose
events, topics, and promote and encourage their peers to join in the fun. This group will meet both at St. Sophia and also have outings
away from the church as well. We have both separate Sr. GOYA events and also Jr. and Sr. GOYA combined events.

Jr. Olympics: The Jr. Olympics Athletic Program is for youth age 7 through 18. The Metropolis of Chicago hosts the annual Jr.
Olympics during Memorial Day Weekend. We have tournament events Friday evening, all day Saturday and Sunday afternoon. It is
an exciting weekend full of koinonia (fellowship), martyria (witness), kefi (spirit) and agape (love). At St. Sophia we begin registration
and practices in February. Each sport program has its own practice regimen and the expectation is that the youth participate in as
many practices as possible in efforts to prepare for our annual competition. Please note that stewardship and regular involvement in
Youth Ministry (and other youth programs at St. Sophia) will determine eligibility for participation in Jr. Olympics.

Mission Team: Every other year we are blessed to have a group of Sr. GOYAn'’s join together in a team to offer their time, talents and
treasure to those who are in great need. These youth work hard together to fundraise and organize their mission. Location and
mission is chosen together as a team, they are led by a youth team leader and the Youth Director and all efforts are guided and
supported by the Youth Ministry Program.

We continuously pray that our Patron Saints: The Three Youths intercede for all of our youth.

Questions? Please ask Youth Director Ms. Natalie Wians Call/text: 847-476-8131 or Email: ymdirnatalie@aol.com

page 26



\
Ya
EEER

ERERJJA4E
. EENddAA &
~IIIII-I

page 27



Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church

525 Church Road
Elgin, lllinois 60123

DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DO NOT DELAY
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