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“Promise you’ll not laugh when I tell you what I want to
say,” Kathy said, looking worried. We sat facing each other
in front of the pastor’s desk.
I thought. What does this twelve-year-old have to say? I’ve
MXVWÀQLVKHGDZHHNORQJVHPLQDURQ/LIH)UHHGRPDQG3RZHULQKHU
FKXUFK:RPHQDQGPHQDQGFROOHJHDQGKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWVVDLG
WKH\·YHEHHQVSLULWXDOO\UHQHZHG0LJKWLWEHWKDWZKDW,WDXJKWZHQW
RYHUWKHKHDGVRI \RXQJHUSHRSOH":RXOG,NQRZLI ,SURPLVH"
“Kathy, I promise,” I said.
“Thanks. Now, listen,” she said. “I like what you said.
But I’m glad you didn’t ask people to come forward to
receive Jesus.”
“Why?”
“You still promise?”
“Yes.”
“Okay. I would come forward, but I hate coming.”
“Why?”
“That would be the tenth time,” Kathy said and looked
away, wiping tears from her cheeks.
When she turned round to look at me, I asked. “Why
is that?”
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“Don’t you know? You’re supposed to.” She pulled forward to the edge of her seat, searching my eyes. She looked
convinced that I knew what she was talking about.
Unfortunately, I had no clue. Should I take a guess?
“No, Kathy, I don’t know what you’re talking about.”
“Okay, I’ll tell you,” she said, and sat back in her seat. “I
don’t think I understand the good news. If I did, I wouldn’t
go forward every time I hear it. Don’t you think?”
I began to get it, but not quite. Who exactly is this
twelve-year-old? How could I, a guest speaker, help her at
the end of my series of talks?
“Tell me, Kathy. How can I help you?”
She stared at me for the longest moment and said,
“Tell me the good news so that I get it. Isn’t that what
Jesus wants? Then I, too, can tell others, right?”
“Right.”
Just then, Kathy’s mom came in, saying it was time to
go.
Kathy tore off the name and address page from her
Bible and gave it to me. “Here,” she said. “Write me.” Her
last look burned the saddest face of a twelve-year-old on
my mind.
“I promise,” I said.
$OOQLJKWORQJDQGRQP\UHWXUQÁLJKWWR0LQQHDSROLV
0LQQHVRWDWKHQH[WGD\,VDZWKDWIDFHFDSWLRQHG´7HOO
me the good news so that I get it.”
.DWK\·VHPDLOUHDFKHGP\RIÀFHEHIRUH,GLG
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Date: 3/5/07
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
'HDU'RFWRU
,WKLQN0RPZDVUXGHWR\RXZKHQVKHFDOOHGPHDZD\ODVW
QLJKW3OHDVHIRUJLYHKHU7KH\ORRNHGIRUPHHYHU\ZKHUH0RP
ZDVJRLQJWRZRUNDWSP7KDW·VZK\
:HOOGRQ·WIRUJHWP\UHTXHVW,FDOOLW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZVLI 
WKDW·VRND\/HWPHKHDUIURP\RXVRRQ7KDQNV
<RXUIULHQG
Kathy.

6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Dear Kathy,
I have nothing to forgive your mom. I hope she
got to work on time Sunday night.
Sure, Kathy. I think “Kathy’s good news” is a
good title for our discussion. But before we start, tell
me more about how you feel about yourself, family,
church, and school. Okay?
Your friend,
Doctor Wilson.
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Date: 3/7/07
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
'HDU'RFWRU
,GRQ·WVHHKRZP\IHHOLQJVDERXWP\VHOI DQGIDPLO\DQG
FKXUFKDQGWKHVFKRRO,JRWRUHODWHWR.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV%XW
\RXNQRZZKDW\RX·UHGRLQJ6R,·OOWHOO\RX
0H,WKLQN,·PQRWD&KULVWLDQ\HW,KDYHJRQHIRUZDUG
QLQHWLPHVWRUHFHLYH&KULVW$QGDV,WROG\RXLI \RXKDGLQYLWHGSHRSOHIRUZDUGDWWKHHQGRI \RXUWDONV,ZRXOGKDYHFRPH
:K\WKDWPDQ\WLPHV",UHDGP\%LEOH,SUD\,JRWRFKXUFK
,WU\WRREH\'DGG\DQG0RP,DOVRWU\WREHJRRGWRP\
EURWKHU DQG VLVWHU %XW LW·V KDUG WR IRUJLYH WKHP ZKHQ WKH\·UH
PHDQ WR PH %RWK RI  WKHP DUH OHDGHUV LQ WKH \RXWK JURXS DW
FKXUFK7KH\·UHVXSSRVHGWRNQRZEHWWHU%XWWKH\GRQ·W
,I ,ZHUHD&KULVWLDQ,VKRXOGIRUJLYHWKHPULJKW"%XWKRZ
DERXWWKHPWKH\·UH&KULVWLDQ:K\GRHVQ·WLWERWKHUWKHPZKHQ
WKH\PLVWUHDWWKHLU\RXQJHUVLVWHU",IHHOEDGDERXWEDGWKLQJV,
GR:K\GRQ·WWKH\"
2RSV , EHJDQ WR WDON DERXW KRZ , IHHO DERXW P\ IDPLO\
ZLWKRXWWHOOLQJ\RX,·YHVWDUWHG$Q\ZD\,DPWKH\RXQJHVWRI 
WKUHHFKLOGUHQ,WKRXJKWSDUHQWVDQGEURWKHUVDQGVLVWHUVVSRLO
\RXQJHVWNLGV+RZFRPH,·PQRW"'DGG\GRHVQ·WDOORZPHWR
VSHQGDQLJKWRXWZLWKIULHQGV+HRQO\DOORZVPHWRLQYLWH3DW
RYHURQFHDZKLOH6KH·VP\EHVWIULHQG
:HOLYHLQDEHGURRPKRXVHZLWKÀYHEDWKURRPV'DGG\
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DQG0RPVKRXOGKLUHDKRXVHNHHSHUEXWQR:HDOOFOHDQKRXVH
HYHQPH,ZRQGHUZKDW'DGG\DQG0RPGRZLWKDOOWKHPRQH\
WKH\PDNH'DGG\LV3UHVLGHQWRI DFRPSXWHUFRPSDQ\0RP
LVDQ,&81XUVHDW+XQWLQJWRQ0HPRULDO+RVSLWDO:KHUH
GRHVWKHPRQH\JR",ZLVK,NQHZ
2K,NQRZ'DGG\JLYHVDORWRI LWWRWKHFKXUFK7KDW
EULQJV PH WR KRZ , IHHO DERXW FKXUFK 'DGG\ DQG 0RP DUH
FKXUFKHOGHUV$UHFKXUFKHOGHUVVXSSRVHGWRJLYHORWVRI PRQH\"
:HOORXUFKXUFKKDVPHPEHUVVR,·PWROG,GRQ·WNQRZ
KRZPDQ\HOGHUVZHKDYH%XW,NQRZZHKDYHVL[SDVWRUV
0RPVD\V,HPEDUUDVVWKHIDPLO\ZKHQ,NHHSJRLQJIRUZDUGWRUHFHLYH&KULVW%XW,FDQ·WKHOSLWZKHQ,KDYHQ·WUHFHLYHG
KLP\HW$QGWKDW·VZK\,VRPHWLPHVGRQ·WOLNHJRLQJWRFKXUFK
3UHDFKHUVRIWHQWDONDERXWEHLQJERUQDJDLQDFFHSW&KULVW
UHFHLYH-HVXVUHSHQWDQGVWXII OLNHWKDW,ZDQWWRGRLWDQGJHW
LWGRQH%XWWKHQ,IHHOVDGIRUHPEDUUDVVLQJWKHIDPLO\6R,
KDYHDVHFUHWZLVKZKHQ,·PJRLQJWRFKXUFK,SUD\WKHSUHDFKHU
ZRXOGQ·W XVH WKRVH ZRUGV RU LQYLWH SHRSOH IRUZDUG ,W·V EDG WR
SUD\OLNHWKDWLVQ·WLW"
6FKRRO,IHHOEHWWHUDWVFKRRO7KRXJKLW·VWKHFKXUFKVFKRRO
WKHERUQDJDLQVWXII GRHVQ·WFRPHXSWKDWPXFK0\PRVWIDYRULWHWHDFKHULV0UV)RVWHU6KH·VSUHWW\$QGVKH·VDJRRGWHDFKHU
6KHVD\VUHOLJLRQLVDPDWWHURI WKHKHDUWDVLWVKRXOGEH
'RF,ZRQGHU,VWKLVDQHVVD\RUZKDW"$Q\ZD\,·YHWROG
\RXDORWRI WKLQJV%XWSOHDVHGRQ·WOHWWKLVVWXII JHWLQWKHZD\RI 
WHOOLQJPHWKHJRRGQHZVVR,JHWLW7KDW·VWKHLPSRUWDQWWKLQJ
/RYH
Kathy.
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6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Hello Kathy,
Superb! You’ve given me a clearer picture of you
and your situation. Below is my summary of what you
said.
You belong to an upper middle-class family, a
Christian home, and a large suburban church. And
you go to a Christian school. But you desire a personal
relationship with God beyond
x the comfort of a well to do family, and
x the upbringing of a Christian home.
I’m proud of you for not hiding that desire. I’m
also proud of you, Kathy, for showing me that you
feel lost at church. So I’m thinking
x you want clear understanding to remove
the confusion that your church experience
has given you
x you want a heart experience of God beyond the head knowledge you now have
about God
x you want to have a personal relationship
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with God and be sure about it instead of
being unsure about it.
Tell me, Kathy, if that’s it, thanks.
Love,
Doctor Wilson.

Date: 3/8/07
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
'HDU'RFWRU
:RZ7KDW·VH[DFWO\ZKDW,ZDQW,·PH[FLWHG&DQZHVWDUW
WDONLQJDERXW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZVQRZ"
<RXUIULHQG
Kathy.

6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Dear Kathy,
Yes, yes, we’ll start talking about Kathy’s good
news in a moment. But before then, you and I need to
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take a good look at feeling lost at church in terms of
x people-lostness
x origin of lostness, and
x Jesus and lostness.
A thorough understanding of those issues is foundational to Kathy’s good news.
Give me ten days and I’ll get back to you.
Your friend,
Doctor Wilson.

6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Hey Kathy,
Thanks for your patience. It’s taken me two weeks
to get back to you. But during that time, I went back
to study Jesus’ teaching on people-lostness in Luke
 VHHWKHDWWDFKHGÀOHRQSHRSOHORVWQHVV 7KH
teaching says it doesn’t matter whether the lost
x are unconscious that they’re lost
x are conscious and care about it or don’t care
they’re lost, or
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x brought it on themselves, that is, they chose
to be lost.
Lost is lost, because being lost is disconnection
IURP*RG0RVWORVWSHRSOHDUHFRQWHQWWROLYHIUHH
independent of God.
Find more about this in the attached, thanks.
Love,
Doctor Wilson.
$WWDFKPHQW¿OHWRHPDLO

People Lostness
,Q/XNHVHHSDVVDJHEHORZ-HVXVXVHGLPDJHULHV
of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son, to teach
about people lostness.
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near
to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes murmured,
saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”
6RKHWROGWKHPWKLVSDUDEOH´:KDWPDQRI \RXKDYing a hundred sheep, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
ZLOGHUQHVVDQGJRDIWHUWKHRQHZKLFKLVORVWXQWLOKHÀQGV
it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
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UHMRLFLQJ$QGZKHQKHFRPHVKRPHKHFDOOVWRJHWKHU
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with
PHIRU,KDYHIRXQGP\VKHHSZKLFKZDVORVW·-XVWVR
I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance.
´2UZKDWZRPDQKDYLQJWHQFRLQVLI VKHORVHVRQHFRLQ
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diliJHQWO\XQWLOVKHÀQGVLW"$QGZKHQVKHKDVIRXQGLWVKH
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
ZLWKPHIRU,KDYHIRXQGWKHFRLQZKLFK,KDGORVW·-XVW
so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons; and
the younger one of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me
the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his
OLYLQJEHWZHHQWKHP1RWPDQ\GD\VODWHUWKH\RXQJHU
son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a great famine
arose in that country, and he began to be in want. 15 So
he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that
FRXQWU\ZKRVHQWKLPLQWRKLVÀHOGVWRIHHGVZLQH$QG
he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate;
and no one gave him anything.

Ss

WILSON AWASU

 ´%XW ZKHQ KH FDPH WR KLPVHOI  KH VDLG ¶+RZ PDQ\
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to
VSDUHEXW,SHULVKKHUHZLWKKXQJHU,ZLOODULVHDQGJR
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
DJDLQVWKHDYHQDQGEHIRUH\RX,DPQRORQJHUZRUthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired
servants.”’
´$QGKHURVHDQGFDPHWRKLVIDWKHU%XWZKLOHKHZDV
yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
DQGVKRHVRQKLVIHHWDQGEULQJWKHIDWWHGFDOI DQGNLOO
it, and let us eat and make merry; 24 for this my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they
began to make merry.”

The lost sheep (verses 1-7)
7KH ORVW VKHHS VWUD\HG IURP WKH ÁRFN DQG VKHSKHUG ,W
was lost and it knew it. It might bleat for attention. So the
lost sheep represents “conscious lostness.”
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The lost coin (verses 8-10)
The lost coin on the other hand dropped from the owner’s
hand. And it rolled away, buried under furniture or clutter in a room. It was also lost. But because it was metal, a
non-living thing, it didn’t know it was lost. Therefore the
lost coin represents “unconscious lostness.”
The lost son (verses 11-24)
Unlike the lost sheep and the lost coin, the lost son was a
person. He chose to leave home and be gone from home,
free to live as he pleased, unbothered by his mom or dad.
He chose to be lost. The lost son, then, represents “willful
lostness.”

'DWH
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
+L'RF
, ZDV JHWWLQJ DQ[LRXV ZKHQ \RXU GHDGOLQH SDVVHG DQG ,
GLGQ·WKHDUIURP\RX%XW,VDLG,·GZDLW,·PJODG,GLG
,·YHKHDUGPDQ\VHUPRQVRQWKHORVW%XW,·YHQHYHUVHHQORVWQHVVDVGLVFRQQHFWLRQIURP*RG$QGWKHGLVFRQQHFWHGWKHORVW
DUHFRQWHQWWROLYHLQGHSHQGHQWRI *RG"7KDW·VVFDU\,WKLQN
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,JHWLWEXW,GRQ·W3OHDVHWHOOPHPRUHDERXW´ORVWQHVVµDQG
´GLVFRQQHFWLRQIURP*RGµ
+H\ 'RF , WROG P\ EHVW IULHQG 3DW DERXW \RX &DQ ,
VKDUH\RXUHPDLOVZLWKKHU"
7DNHFDUH
Kathy.
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Sure, Kathy, share my e-mails with Pat. And tell her I
say Hi.
Find attached a document titled “Unconscious and
conscious lostness.” You’ll see that I’ve broadly divided the lost into two groups, one, unconscious lostness,
and two, conscious lostness. Each group sub-divides
into three.
The groups and sub-groups are examples of lost
people. But I hope they give you a good picture of
people-lostness, or disconnectedness from God. Tell
me what you think after you’ve gone through the document. Thanks.
Your friend,
Doctor Wilson.
$WWDFKPHQW¿OHWRHPDLO
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Unconscious and Conscious Lostness

Lostness is disconnection from God. The disconnected
or lost live independently of God. That is living without
conscious awareness of God. The attitude is, “Leave me
alone to do as I please.” Broadly speaking, lostness or disconnection divides into
x being unconsciously lost or disconnected from
God, and
x being consciously lost or disconnected from God
The unconsciously lost split into
x occult-controlled victims
x religion-controlled victims
x mind-controlled victims, etc.
a. Occult-controlled victims
Occult-controlled victims grow up in occult homes and
read occult books from childhood. They also watch occult related videos and play computerized occult games.
And maybe they dabble with tarot cards and ouija-boards.
They consult palm-readers, psychic counselors, channelHUV70HWF
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b. Religion-controlled victims
Religion-controlled victims are raised on religious views
that say gods live out there. Seek them and worship them.
Worshiping them draws them closer so they can offer answers on some of life’s tough questions. Another view
says that there’s god in everyone. Get to know the god
within, and you have no need for a god out there.
c. Mind-controlled victims
0LQGFRQWUROYLFWLPVJURZXSEUHDWKLQJDQGGULQNLQJLQsistence on running everything through the grid of “What
makes sense.” What makes sense is real and important.
What doesn’t make sense isn’t real. Therefore it’s not
important.
All these are lost. They live independent of God but
don’t know it. Or they do but they don’t care about it.
The consciously lost divide into
x unsaved worshippers of God
x false starts, and
x willful haters of God, etc.
a. Unsaved worshipers of God
Unsaved worshipers of God know about God. They consciously worship him. They’re moralists, do-gooders. But
they remain unsaved because their knowledge about God
and worship of God lack a knowledge of Jesus.
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b. False starts
)DOVHVWDUWVNQRZDERXW*RG DQGVRPHWLPHVDERXW-HVXV 
They might grow up in Christian homes. Therefore they
read the Bible and pray. But they, too, are unsaved. Here’s
their biggest problem. They lack experience of the things
they believe and are trying hard to do. There’s a big gap
between their head and heart, knowledge and experience.
c. Willful haters of God
Unlike the false starts and unsaved worshipers of God,
willful haters of God choose on purpose to go away from
God and Jesus. Some of them might have served God as
pastors or missionaries. But somewhere, somehow, they
feel disappointed in God.
)RUH[DPSOH*RGOHW\HDUROG0HOLVVDGLHDIWHUWKH\·G
prayed and waited 15 years for her. Or they’ve served God
faithfully, yet God let their dreams, plans and efforts for
success and recognition blow up. They blame God for it
all. He “let them down.” So they desert him to pay him
back for failing them.
Others are kids brought up as ‘Christian.’ They knew
and did all the right things. But they didn’t have a personal
relationship with God while growing up. In adulthood
their childhood worship of God makes no sense to them.
So, they toss the faith of their parents and go looking for
some religious experience that makes sense.
In spite of the differences, the consciously lost and the
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unconsciously lost live disconnected from God. They all
need reconnection to God.

'DWH
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
+L'RF
3DWZDVKHUHVSHQGLQJWKHQLJKWZKHQ,RSHQHG\RXUHPDLO
:HUHDGLWWRJHWKHU,·PDIDOVHVWDUW%XWNQRZZKDWQRZ,
ZRQGHUZK\,UHDGWKH%LEOHDQGSUD\DQGJRWRFKXUFKDQG
WU\VRKDUGWREHJRRG"
,NQRZ'DGG\LVDQRQRQVHQVHPDQ0RPLVWRREXWLQ
KHURZQZD\LI \RXVHHZKDW,PHDQ
,ZRQGHU'R,GRLWDOOWRSOHDVHWKHP"'RQ·WWHOOPH/HW
PHWKLQN,WKLQNWKDW·VLW
3DWLVQ·WOLNHPH6KHKDVDVSLULWJXLGHVKHWROGPH6KH
VDLGKHUSDUHQWVSUDFWLFHWKHRFFXOW6KHDQGKHUVLVWHUÀYH\HDUV
ROGHUZHDUDFU\VWDODURXQGWKHLUQHFN3DWGRHVQ·WUHPHPEHU
ZKHQVKHVWDUWHGZDWFKLQJKRUURUPRYLHVDQGSOD\LQJRFFXOWUHODWHGYLGHRJDPHV
7KHNLQGRI IDPLO\\RXJURZXSLQKDVDORWWRGRZLWKLW
OLNH3DWDQGPHULJKW"2ND\'RFSOHDVHWHOOPHKRZ,FDQ
H[SHULHQFHZKDW,NQRZDERXW*RGDQG-HVXV
/RYH
Kathy.
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Date: 4/7/07
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
'RFLW·VPHDJDLQ,FDQ·WVWRSUHDGLQJ\RXUGRFXPHQWRQ
¶8QFRQVFLRXVDQG&RQVFLRXV/RVWQHVV·,W·VIXOORI JRRGVWXII
7KHVWXII DERXWZLOOIXOKDWHUVRI *RGLVJHWWLQJPH,FDQVHH
ZK\VRPHRQHFDQEHFRPHOLNHWKDW:KRZDQWVWRJRRQZRUVKLSLQJ*RGZKHQZRUVKLSLQJ*RGEHFRPHVPHDQLQJOHVV"
,·PVFDUHG,PD\EHFRPHOLNHWKDW,GRQ·WZDQWWR:KDW
GR\RXWKLQN"
2ND\'RFE\H
Kathy.

Date: 4/8/07
6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
)URP.DWK\
7R'RFWRU:LOVRQ
+L'RFWRU
,KRSH\RXGRQ·WPLQGWKUHHHPDLOVRQHDIWHUWKHRWKHU",
MXVWKDYHWRWHOO\RX<RX·YHJRWPHWKLQNLQJ&DQ\RXSOHDVHDGG
WKLVWRZKDW\RX·OOEHWHOOLQJPH"+RZGLGORVWQHVVFRPHWREHD
SUREOHPIRUHYHU\RQH"7KDQNV
<RXUIULHQG
Kathy.
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6XEMHFW.DWK\·VJRRGQHZV
'DWH
)URP'RFWRU:LOVRQ
7R.DWK\
Hello Kathy,
No, I don’t mind reading three e-mails from you
all at once.
Good for you, Kathy. You see yourself as a false
start. You do all your Christian duties to please your
mom and dad. But I think going forward again and
again to receive Jesus at church is more than that.
It seems to me, deep down, you desire to know
God in a personal way. And because you haven’t yet,
you keep going forward looking for it. That desire
shows an awareness of being disconnected from God.
The need to get back to God began at the time peoSOHORVWQHVVEHJDQ<RX·OOVHHKRZLWDOOÀWVWRJHWKHULQ
WKHDWWDFKHGÀOHWLWOHG´2ULJLQRI ORVWQHVVµ
I hope our discussions will help you to enter a personal relationship with God. Then you wouldn’t become a willful hater of God later in life.
Okay, Kathy, hurry to the attached and see what
it says.
Your friend,
Doctor Wilson.
$WWDFKPHQW¿OHWRHPDLO
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