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N E W S L E T T E R O F T H E
L I B R A R Y S O C I E T Y O F

S P R I N G 2 01 7
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, April 30
1:00 pm
OLDTOWN WALK
Meet at Bacon Free Library
Wednesday, Mar 10
7:00 pm
FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED
With Alan Banks
Historical Society Museum
Tuesday, May 16
1:00-2:00 pm
HISTORY BOOK CLUB
Natick Community-Senior Center
Sunday, June 4
1:00 pm
TRUMP: THE FIRST 100 DAYS
With Prof. Gary Hylander
Location TBA
Tuesday June 20
1:00-2:00 pm
HISTORY BOOK CLUB
Natick Community-Senior Center
Sunday, June 25
1:00 pm
OLDTOWN WALK
Meet at Bacon Free Library
See program details on page 5

ARROW
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S O C I ET Y N E W S
From the Executive Director
A lot has been happening at the Natick Historical Society over the
past few months. We’re making plans to start conducting oral history
interviews on a regular basis within the next year. We’ve accepted
several large donations of historic archival material from departments
within Town government. We’re planning a special program focusing
on the growth and changes in Natick after the Second World War, to
take place this October. All of these projects are part of a larger
strategy to continue our work of telling the story of our community,
focusing on the years after 1945. At the moment, we have only a few
artifacts that chronicle this transformative period. With your help, we
are hoping to change that.
Like many colleagues in the museum field, we are collecting these
artifacts, documents, and memories to fill a gap in our collection. The
post-1945 period is still considered by many to be “recent history,”
and more attention is often paid to the milestones of colonization, the
Revolution, the Civil War and the two World Wars. While these events
are undoubtedly important, history has not ended. The time to focus
on this recent history is now, while witnesses and participants are able
to give us their accounts.
As part of this focus on post-war Natick, we are seeking donations of
records, letters, and historical items to better chronicle local history
after 1945. Donated items are incorporated into our collection for
study, research, and sometimes for display.
You can find our latest Collections Wish List on page 7 of the
newsletter. You might be surprised at how useful many everyday
items from the past can be for us. Please contact us if you’re unsure
whether your artifacts would be of interest. Call us at 508-647-4841,
email me at director@natickhistoricalsociety.org, or stop by the
Museum during public hours.
And as always, thank you for what you do.
Aaron M. Dougherty

********
Public Hours
Tuesday 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Wed 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
and by appointment

(Society News, continued on page 2)
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SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 1)
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Welcome new and
returning members
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From the President
The Natick Historical Society moving forward
These are exciting times for the Natick Historical Society! Due to the
vision and Herculean efforts of outgoing three-year President, Marg
Balcom (who, fortunately, is staying on as Vice President) and a
dedicated, forward-looking Board, our dream of securing additional
space for research and on-site management of our archives and
collections will be realized at last. By the end of this summer or early
fall we will be moving into newly secured space at 207 Union Street
– a stone’s throw (and not a very long one) from the Museum.
Additional archival space will allow us to enhance our collections, too – especially,
we hope, with historic artifacts representing Natick in the 20th century. As
Collections Committee chair Jan Parsons notes in her article on the next page, as
you begin your spring cleaning or even consider downsizing, please contact
Executive Director Aaron Dougherty if you come across anything that you think
may be of interest to us.
Our educational outreach is flourishing (over 400 third graders visited the museum
last year), with plans for a closer association with Natick High School in the
months ahead. Talks and programs sponsored by the Society, both at the
Museum and elsewhere in town, continue to draw enthusiastic audiences, and our
two recent publications telling the Natick story (both available for purchase through
our website) have been well received.
All of these initiatives have energized the organization and raised our profile, as
we pursue our mission to research, to preserve, and to present Natick history.
Mike Pojman, President
Honoring Jim Morley and Rud Ham
Marg Balcom
We are sorry to announce that Jim Morley and Rudman Ham, long-time Natick
Historical Society Directors, stepped down at the end of their terms this year.
Jim Morley
After a career at Columbia University where he was the Ruggles
Professor of Political Science and author of numerous books on
Japanese politics and international relations in the Asia-Pacific
region, Jim retired to Natick in 1999 with his late wife, Barbara to be
near their daughter, a Wellesley College professor.
“When we moved here we didn’t know anything about Natick”, said
Morley. But then, when he was doing research for his first book, he
found a family connection. A branch of his 17th century ancestors, the Drapers, had
settled on Pegan Hill, which straddles the Dover-Natick line. Jim thought, “I belong
here. This is my town.”
He immersed himself in the Eliot Church and the Natick Historical Society. In his
first book, From Many Backgrounds: The Heritage of the Eliot Church of South
(Society News, continued on page 6)
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F RO M TH E C O L L E C TIO N S
b y J a n P a r s o n s , C h a i r , N H S C o l l e c t i o n s C o m mi t t e e
Finding History in the Everyday
In recent months, the Society has gained a number of
new acquisitions to enrich our holdings. These items
are diverse and each has a story to tell. All are
meaningful reflections of the history of our town.
Nick Arthur was a lifetime Natick resident, a wellrespected individual who served the town in many
volunteer capacities. His daughter, Jean Kadlik,
donated Mr. Arthur's World War II uniform from his
service in the U.S. Air Corps. Mr. Arthur was drafted
in 1942 soon after his graduation from Natick High
School. Mrs. Kadlik also donated two Natick High
School articles of clothing belonging to her father.
Mr. Arthur graduated from Northeastern University in
1952 and had a long career in business . He was
active as a volunteer in his church, the Albanian
Church of the Annunciation, and served the town in
many capacities, including as a member of the
Board of Assessors for over 30 years. He was
elected to the Natick High School Wall of
Achievement in 2003 and received many other
honors in appreciation of his years of service to his
church and community. Mr. Arthur died in February,
2007. We thank Mrs. Kadlik for making these
donations to the Historical Society.
Another new acquisition is a small card, about 9" by
12", but it is emblematic of a major part of the history
of downtown Natick. The card reads: "SEWERS
WANTED | HOME WORK FOR WOMEN". For many
years the sign adorned a wall at Al's Home Plate
Restaurant, the first business to open in the former
Harwood Baseball Factory in 1977. The sign is a relic
of the business model of the Harwood Baseball
factory, which created a cottage industry employing
many local women to work at home stitching covers
onto the balls. When the baseball factory closed after
117 years at its Walnut Street location, Julie Stern,
Abraham Kalousian and George Funari bought the
building and renovated the ground floor for
commercial space. The building was later converted
to condominiums.
The Home Sewers sign was lovingly preserved by the
Dikmak family and was recently donated by George
Dikmak, a relative of Al Dikmak, who ran Al’s Home
Plate for many years. Mr. Dikmak estimates that the
sign dates to the 1940s or 1950s. We are delighted to
have this acquisition join the collection of baseballs
and other memorabilia from the long history of the
Harwood Baseball factory in Natick.

George Dikmak donated this Harwood Baseball Factory sign,
which was later displayed at Al’s Home Plate. The sign bears
testimony to the business of baseball “piecework” in Natick at
the time. (NHS Collections)

Our final acquisition to highlight is a treasure trove
of town records: bound volumes of attendance
records from all of the Natick Public Schools from
1880 through 1945. The School Department has
been deaccessioning redundant records and
offered these materials to the Historical Society.
We believe that these records will be a valuable
source of information for people who are
researching family members or other individuals
who attended Natick schools from the late 19th to
mid-20th century. We thank Sharon Reilly,
Secretary of the Superintendent of Schools, for her
role in facilitating this acquisition.
We are very interested in enlarging our collection of
significant Natick artifacts and memorabilia from
the 20th century, in particular, the post-World War
II era when Natick was transformed by residential
development and population growth. Please
contact our Executive Director, Aaron Dougherty if
you have anything to share. (See our “wish list” on
page 7)

WANTED: Natick High School Yearbooks
We are looking for NHS yearbooks from 1928,
1929, 1930, 1931, 1937, 1939, 1996, 1998, 2003,
2004, 2013, and 2015 to add to our collections.

Spring 2017

The Arrow/4

HIDDEN HISTORY

Natick Center Train Station
By Vin Vittoria
Today, Natick Center’s train station is nothing more
than some asphalt and concrete platforms and an
old canopy to keep riders dry. But until the early
1960s, Natick Center’s station was an architectural
work that served an important role downtown. What
few people realize today is that most of Natick’s late
19th century train station building still exists, hidden
from view. This is its story.
In the 1890s, Natick decided to lower the train tracks
through the center of town to eliminate grade
crossings. As a result, the original station was
moved and a new one was built around 1897. The
Richardsonian Romanesque-style station was built
by the Boston architecture firm of Shepley Rutan &
Coolidge, which designed most of the stations of the
period on the Boston & Albany line.
Constructed of rough-hewn granite and brownstone
with decorative stone embellishments, the station sat
lower than the surrounding streets with a sloped
pathway that led down from South Avenue to the
building.
By the mid-20th century, ridership on the line had
diminished significantly due to the rise of the
automobile. As a result, the rail company reduced
service and sold off the line’s historic stone stations.
While some stations still exist today (including those
at Wellesley Hills, Wellesley Farms, Framingham,
and Ashland), many were demolished. The fate of
Natick station was different from the rest: it was
entombed beneath dirt and cement.

Postcard view of the station from the location of the current pedestrian bridge. The station canopy is still in existence today and
the mural behind it includes a depiction of the old station.

wall and can still be seen, complete with its beautiful
stonework and the original bay window.
From the outside, all that is visible of the old station
today is the Victorian canopy that has sheltered
riders for 120 years. Mid-canopy, on the back side,
one can still see where the canopy used to start to
connect with the old station.
Today, it meets a cement block wall, with a mural,
that includes a depiction of the old station, now hides
the historic structure from view, unbeknownst to
passersby.
Vin Vittoria is a Natick resident with a keen interest in
exploring and revealing the town’s rich history. You can
find more photos of the “hidden” train station and historic
Natick buildings on his Facebook page, “Historic Natick
Photos.” https://www.facebook.com/historicnatickphotos/

In the early 1960s, after the station was sold, its
sloped roof was removed and three of its exterior
walls were buried. A new floor was put over the old
station building and a new commercial building was
constructed above. That building today houses
Dion’s liquor store and Anton’s Cleaners. The
original 1897 station building still exists underneath
Dion’s at 4 South Avenue.
Accessed down a staircase, the old station waiting
room is now the liquor store’s basement. While the
waiting room has been divided into storage rooms,
interior elements of the old station are still visible.
This includes flooring, some nicely paneled walls
with pilasters, a bay window that once looked out to
the tracks, a door that led to the platform, and even
the bathrooms. While the east, south, and west walls
of the station are buried, the north wall that once
faced the tracks was preserved behind a cement

Inside the old station today. This stone bay window once faced
the railroad tracks. The floor of the store above can be seen at
the top of the photo.
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C O M IN G E V EN TS
Attendance is free for current NHS members and Natick students
A $5 donation is requested from non-members for most events, unless otherwise noted

Sunday, April 30 and Sunday, June 25, 1:00 pm

“Oldtown” walk of South Natick

Meet at Bacon Free Library entrance, 58 Eliot Street
Join a Natick Historical Society guide for this 45-minute walk through the heart of South Natick, following the
footsteps of the Praying Indians and of the “Oldtown Folks” – the characters in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
novel inspired by real-life personalities in early 19th century Natick. No charge, but donations to the Historical
Society are welcomed.
Wednesday May 10, 7:00 pm

Frederick Law Olmsted

NHS Museum, 58 Eliot Street
The firm Frederick Law Olmsted founded over a century ago was involved in over
1,200 landscape architecture projects, ranging from expansive 500-acre public parks
to intimate private gardens. One of its greatest achievements is a six-mile "Emerald
Necklace" of ponds, parks, and parkways that winds its way through Boston. This one
-hour illustrated lecture by National Park Service Ranger Alan Banks will sample this
rich landscape legacy and explore the ideas that shaped some of the most treasured
places in Massachusetts.
Tuesday May 16, 1:00 pm

History Book Club: Tommy Gun Winter by Nathan Gorenstein

Natick Community-Senior Center
117 East Central Street
Join us for a series of discussions on some of the best current history books, led by your the Natick Historical
Society and Bacon Free Library. In May, we discuss Nathan Gorenstein’s book of Boston in the 1930s,
Tommy Gun Winter.
Sunday June 4, 1:00 pm

Trump: the First Hundred Days

Location TBA
Stonehill College professor and political historian Gary Hylander will offer a historic
perspective on the first 100 days of Donald Trump’s presidency.
Tuesday June 20, 1:00 pm

History Book Club: Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

Natick Community-Senior Center
117 East Central Street
Join us for a series of discussions on some of the best current history books, led by the Natick Historical
Society and Bacon Free Library. Margot Lee Shetterly’s book, Hidden Figures, was recently made into a film
of the same name.
Sunday, June 25, 1:00 pm

“Oldtown” walk of South Natick
See April 30 listing, above

Spring 2017

SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 2)
Natick, Jim chronicled the town’s earliest history
and the related history of South Natick and Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s Old Town Folks. Morley became
the Society’s primary researcher and writer and its
President. He published a second book,
Hometown Natick, 1945-2000, because he
believed “recent history is just as important as a
past that no longer exists.“
Even though Jim is leaving the Board, he intends
to continue research and writing on a new area in
Natick’s history. We can hardly wait!
Rudman Ham
Community involvement has been a
way of life for Director Rud Ham. Rud
served for many years as a senior
executive with Boston Children’s
Hospital, retiring as Vice President of
Operations. From 1991 to 2007 he
shared his well-honed management
skills and served as Chair of the Board of Trustees
for Fidelity Charitable.
Rud has remained active in various service roles,
including a grateful Natick Historical Society,
whose Board he joined in 2011. He has also
been active in the Middlesex Savings Bank
Foundation and Natick Center Associates, and
serves on the Advisory Board of Natick
Community Organic Farm. As we see it, nothing
matches his many contributions to the Historical
Society and its constituents.
Rud assures us he “isn’t going anywhere” and has
agreed to serve on the Society’s Advisory Council.
Annual Meeting Recap
At the Society’s February 26 Annual Meeting.
President Marg Balcom outlined progress over the
past year in creating a more robust committee
structure, noting in particular the work of the
Space Committee and Personnel Committee.
Highlights of Marg’s three-year term as president
include partnerships with the Natick schools,
including a new high school program and NHS
Scholarship; publications, with two well-received
books published in 2015 and 2016; and expanded
partnerships with other community organizations.
Executive Director Aaron Dougherty recapped the
2016 and 2017 budgets and outlined the
organization’s ambitions for the year ahead.
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Members elected officers to one-year terms: Mike
Pojman (president); Marg Balcom (vice president);
Bats Wheeler (treasurer); and Terri Evans
(secretary). Marg Balcom, Tim Hinton, Mike Pojman,
and Ken Soderholm were elected to three-year
terms as directors, and Nat Sheidley was elected to
a one-year term.
MutualOne Bank raises $4200 for NHS
Special thanks to our friends at MutualOne Bank,
which awarded $4200 to the Society as part of the
bank’s “Checking for Charity” initiative, which
promised a $10 donation shared equally between
the Natick Historical Society and the Framingham
History Center for every new personal or business
checking account opened during the promotion.

Mobolaji Omisore, MutualOne’s Natick Branch Manager, (right)
presents NHS Executive Director Aaron Dougherty (left) with a
$4200 check from the bank’s recent “Checking for Charity”

New Tuesday Hours
Effective April 1, the Museum’s Tuesday hours are
now 3:00-7:00 pm to better accommodate visitors.

FEATURED EXHIBITIONS
At the Historical Society Museum:
Our Story: The History of the Natick Historical Society
Natick and the New England Character
Traveling Kiosk:
Explore, Imagine, Investigate, Discover
Town Hall through May 31
Community-Senior Center starting June 1
At the Morse Institute Library:
The Education of Henry Wilson
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NHS Expansion Plans
Steve Evers, NHS Board of Directors and
Building Committee member
After several years searching for additional space, we
have recently made plans to relocate our offices,
library and research archives to nearby 207 Union
Street, a modern office building later this year.
The building also has storage space in its basement,
allowing us to consolidate our collection of objects
and other materials not currently on display in one
location. It will provide ample space for scholarly
research and further curation of our ever-expanding
collection of historical materials.
This move will create approximately 50% more space
for display and seating for programs in the current
museum. At this time, we anticipate re-arrangement
of existing cabinetry and augmenting with rolling
platforms for space flexibility. Upgrades to electrical
systems and lighting will be necessary for proper
display of rotating exhibits.
By opening space in the center of the Museum, rolling
exhibits can be put aside to allow seating for
meetings, lectures and events. While protecting the
historical character of the museum interior, we hope
to modernize our facility for greater access to display
materials and multi-media presentations.

Collections Wish List
We are seeking donations of Natick-related
records, letters, and historical items to better
chronicle the history of YOUR town. Donated items
are incorporated into our collection for study,
research, and sometimes display. The Society is
specifically seeking












20th century items of importance, particularly
those chronicling experiences of veterans
21st century items of importance
Fraternal/social organization records
(Freemasons, Boy/Girl Scouts, Oddfellows)
Records from town government, institutions,
and businesses
Items documenting Natick’s post-WWII planned
development (plans, pamphlets, brochures)
Natick-area phone books (the older the better!)
Items that tell the story of the immigrant/ethnic
experience in Natick, including oral histories
and church records
“Natick Brogan” shoes
18th century Natick artifacts
Railroad-related objects

Email Executive Director Aaron Dougherty at
director@natickhistoricalsociety.org or call us at
508-647-4841.

M AKE H ISTORY
Join the Natick Historical Society today.
Annual Membership
___ Individual ($35)
___ Family ($50)
___ Contributing ($75)
___ Sponsoring ($100)
___ Sustaining ($150)
___ Takawambpait Society ($500)
___ Senior (65+) and active teachers ($20)
___ Student ($10)
New member
Renewing member
Your support makes our work possible.
Member benefits include free admission to all
programs and a subscription to The Arrow newsletter.

Name _______________________________________
Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Send this form with your payment to
The Natick Historical Society
58 Eliot Street
Natick, MA 01760
Or join online at
http://natickhistoricalsociety.org/membership/
The Natick Historical Society is a registered 50(c)(3) organization.
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O U R M IS S IO N
Through our collections, programs and outreach, the
mission of the Natick Historical Society is to conserve,
interpret, and share the historic elements of our past
that are central to the development and ongoing life of
the Natick community.

The great eventful Present hides the Past; but through
the din
Of its loud life hints and echoes from the life behind
steal in.
- John Greenleaf Whittier

NHS board members Steve Evers and Jan Parsons show
off the Society’s latest book, “The Stories We Tell,” at the
March 4 Maple Magic pancake breakfast at the Natick
Community Organic Farm.

The Bacon Free Library Building, Lower Level
58 Eliot Street, Natick, Massachusetts 01760
508-647-4841
info@natickhistoricalsociety.org

