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N E W S L E T T E R O F T H E
L I B R A R Y S O C I E T Y O F

F A L L 2 01 7
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, September 9
NATICK DAYS
Natick Common
Thursday, September 19
HISTORY BOOK CLUB
Natick Community-Senior Center
Wednesday, September 27
PAUL REVERE THE INDUSTRIALIST

Historical Society Museum
Sunday, October 15
POST-WAR NATICK, 1945-1960
First Congregational Church
2 East Central Street
Tuesday, October 17
HISTORY BOOK CLUB
Natick Community-Senior Center
Wednesday, October 18
MAKE & TAKE YOUR OWN BASEBALL

Bacon Free Library
Sunday, October 22
OLDTOWN PHOTO SHOW
Eliot Memorial Hall, 40 Eliot St
Wednesday, November 15
UNDER THE PETTICOATS
Location TBD
Program details on page 5

********

Public Hours*
*Closed for renovation
October 2 - November 30
Tuesday 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Wed 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
and by appointment

ARROW
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S O C I ET Y N E W S
From the Executive Director
Dear Natick Historical Society Members,
You may recall that in the last issue of our newsletter, I mentioned
several projects that would allow the Natick Historical Society to more
fully explore and document the period of American history immediately
after the Second World War. I want to take this opportunity to tell you
about some opportunities to get involved in the next few months, as
the Historical Society enters an exciting phase of its mission to
preserve our town’s history.
First, if you have photographs of Natick life in years past, please
consider bringing them to the Museum for “Chronicling Natick- Historic
Photo Scanning Days” on Tuesday, October 3, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm,
and Wednesday, October 4, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Your images
of Natick life will be scanned into the Society’s archive, uploaded to the
“Digital Commonwealth” online database, and may be displayed during
our October 15 Post World-War II forum. Please note that the
Historical Society will accept and scan a maximum of three photos per
visitor, so bring us your very best shots!
Second, an introduction to the world of Natick after the war. Our
October 15 program, After the Troops came Marching Home: Post
WW II Natick, will explore how Natick and the United States as a whole
changed after 1945, as discussed by special guest lecturers on
neighborhoods, music, furniture, and fashion. This program is
generously hosted by Natick’s First Congregational Church at 2 East
Central St, and will run from 2:00 to 4:30 pm. Tickets are $10 for nonmembers and FREE For members. If you would like to support the
Society by purchasing or renewing your membership, please call 508647-4841 or email us at director@natickhistoricalsociety.org today.
Third, if you have lived in Natick for years (or decades!), please stay
tuned for details on our upcoming Post-WW II Breakfast, being
planned for later this autumn. The NHS will be offering a light
breakfast of coffee and donuts, and a chance to share your
reminiscences of mid-century life in Natick with members of the NHS.
These memories will be hugely helpful as the Society prepares to
begin recording oral histories in early 2018.
(Society News, continued on page 2)

The Natick Historical Society • 58 Eliot Street, Natick, MA 01760 • 508-647-4841
www.natickhistoricalsociety.org
info@natickhistoricalsociety.org

Memberships, maps and publications available at the Museum and online
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SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 1)
Officers 2017-2018
Mike Pojman, President
Marg Balcom, Vice President
Terri Evans, Secretary
Bats Wheeler, Treasurer
Directors
Margarita M. Balcom
Teresa Evans
Stephen Evers
Robert M. Gee
Timothy Hinton
Janice Parsons
Michael Pojman
Nathaniel Sheidley
Kenneth Soderholm
Richard Subber
Bancroft Wheeler
Advisory Council
Bob Awkward
Jay & Erica Ball
Kathryn Bard
Matthew Brenneman
Joan Craig
Arthur B. Fair III
George Fiske, Jr
Carol Gloff
Elliot Goodman
Rudman J. Ham
Catha Hesse
Joseph Keefe
Carol & David Krentzman
Rep. David Linsky
John Moran
David Parish
Paul Spurling
Merci Wheeler
Zadi Zokou
Staff
Aaron Dougherty
Executive Director
Marya Van’t Hul
Curator
Terri Evans
Newsletter Editor

Welcome
new members
Brad & Rose Coyman
Judith Harper
Betsy Johnson
Nancy B Lamb
James A Luedke, Jr
Ellen Mandell
Susan McMillan

If you’re interested in any of these projects, why not reach out to learn more?
Please visit our website at www.natickhistoricalsociety.org for the latest news
and offers, call our office at 508-647-4841, or email Executive Director Aaron
Dougherty at director@natickhistoricalsociety.org. Please feel free to stop by
our headquarters at the Natick Historical Society Museum, Tuesdays from 3 to 7
PM, Wednesdays from 10 AM to 2 PM, or Saturdays from 10 AM to 1 PM.
And as always, thank you for what you do.
Aaron M. Dougherty
In Memoriam
We would like to pay tribute to four prominent members of the Natick Historical
Society who have passed away over the past few months.
Bob Eisenmenger
We are saddened to note the passing on May 24 of Robert
Eisenmenger, a long-standing member of the Historical Society who
also served on the Society’s Advisory Council. A 50-year Natick
resident, Bob was committed to the thoughtful planning of the town
and served for 35 years on the Natick Planning Board. He retired as
First Vice President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston in 1992.
We are grateful to Bob’s family for directing memorial gifts to the
Natick Historical Society.
John (Jack) Hesse
We share the sad news of the death of Jack Hesse, a past member of the NHS
Board of Directors and Finance Committee. Jack’s financial acumen was a great
support in guiding the Society in best practice and professional management. His
wife Catha is a member of the Society’s Advisory Council. A memorial service for
Jack will be held at 2:00 pm on September 22 at Trinity Church, Concord, followed
by refreshments at 77 Wood Street, Concord.
John (Jack) Newton
We note with sadness the passing on August 21 of Jack Newton,
South Natick resident and citizen of the world. He was a longstanding, active member of the Historical Society and served on our
Advisory Council. Jack was a past trustee of the Bacon Free Library
and and was a life trustee of the Mount Washington Observatory. A
celebration of his life will be held at 10:00 am on September 18 at
the Eliot Church in South Natick.
Morgan Palmer
We note the loss of Morgan Palmer, a member of the Society’s
Advisory Council who passed away on March 27. Morgan was a
passionate supporter of a range of causes, with an emphasis on
education, the environment, and the arts. A lifelong resident of
Natick and Wellesley, Morgan was an understated but invaluable
supporter of the Society and its work.

(Society News, continued on page 6)
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F RO M TH E C O L L E C TIO N S
b y M a r y a V a n ’t H u l , N H S C u r a t o r
Natick’s Old Town Club
As I get to know the Historical Society’s holdings, I
love to explore the handwritten record books in our
archives from 19th century clubs and organizations.
Some Natick clubs were chapters of much larger
organizations—such as the Takawampbait Lodge of
the International Order of Odd Fellows, which met in
the Odd Fellows Building on the corner of Main and
Pond Streets—while others were locally based.
In 1887, a group of young Natick residents formed a
new club, “Our Social Union,” soon renamed the
Old Town Club, “to promote more hearty and
healthful social relations among its members.”
Annual dues were 10 cents per person, and
membership was open to both men and women.
The Old Town Club met at members’ homes on
alternate Tuesday evenings.
Although the Club was purely social, it adhered
carefully to parliamentary procedure. (Robert’s
Rules of Order had been published only a decade
earlier.) When the Club secretary could not attend a
meeting, a substitute was elected “pro tem.” At the
first meeting it was moved and carried that the host
of each meeting should provide refreshments,
“consisting of some hot drink (strictly temperance)
with one kind of sandwich or cake.”
What did the Club actually do? Meetings began with
literary readings or travel reports. Next came “entertainment”—often a piano solo, or the performance of
a “farce”—followed by games and socializing. One
meeting featured a spelling match. At another, “the
entire company indulged in a ‘peanut hunt.’” In March
1890, in place of a regular club meeting, “20
members enjoyed a sleigh ride to West Newton.”
The Club treasurer kept a careful account of dues ,
most of which was spent for benevolent purposes.
In 1892, the Club voted to purchase subscriptions to
the Atlantic and St. Nicholas magazines for the
Bacon Free Library. The following year, it organized
a benefit concert for the Historical Society.
Despite the formality of the written minutes—and
the absence of any but “temperance” beverages—
the fun shines through. After a meeting featuring
readings from “the spicy little volume As We Were
Saying,’’ the secretary reports, “the atmosphere of
the room was highly charged with electricity, so we
all went home in a very elated condition.”

Unlike many clubs in the Progressive Era, the Old
Town Club never took on social or political causes.
In 1914, two meetings were devoted to the topic of
voting rights for women—but, according to the
minutes, “this did not raise much of a discussion so
it seems that the Old Town Club is neither Suffrage
nor Anti-Suffrage.”
By the 1920s, the Old Town Club was meeting only
four times a year, mostly for card-playing. (In April
1924, “rackety packety whist was enjoyed by the
ladies and bid whist by the gentlemen.”) The last
record book ends in 1927, as automobiles and
movie theaters were becoming more common and
modern amusements were taking the place of
parlor concerts and charades.
If you would like to explore the record books of
Natick clubs in our collection—or if you have more
information about the Old Town Club to share—
please call us at 508-647-4841 or email
curator@natickhistoricalsociety.org.

Curator’s Wish List
Do you have old white sheets? Are you connected with a
hospital or nursing home with used sheets to give away?
The Museum needs clean white bed sheets, fitted or flat.
Minor stains are fine. We use sheets to protect artifacts in
storage from dust, to line textile boxes, and to cover surfaces when we inspect and process artifacts.
For our Collections:
Pending an upcoming move and reconfiguration of our
storage space, we cannot accept new donations to our
object collection at this time.
However, we welcome donations of original photographs
and one-of-a-kind archival materials from Natick’s past.
Our focus this fall is on the postwar period, 1945-1960.
We would love items such as letters, diaries, or scrapbooks describing daily life in Natick in this period; handwritten recipes; school compositions focusing on current
events; and original snapshots of daily life or special
events in Natick.
If you can donate to our collections, please call to make
an appointment. We will interview you to learn and record
what you know about the materials, preserve them in our
collection, and use them for future exhibits and research.
Thank you!
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(NATURAL) HISTORY

The Day Thoreau Visited Natick
By Jan Parsons
2017 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of
Concord author, philosopher and naturalist Henry
David Thoreau on July 12, 1817. This event is being
widely celebrated, including an October 29 tour of
Thoreau's Library sponsored by the Bacon Free
Library and the Morse Institute Library.
This year is also the 140th anniversary of another
event in Thoreau's life: August 24,1857, the day he
rode to Natick and explored the Walnut Hill area with
Austin Bacon, Natick surveyor, prolific writer/
historian, and respected amateur botanist.
Austin Bacon is mentioned in Thoreau's journal in
1854, as a companion on a visit to a Concord lime
kiln, and in 1856, as a collector of plants on Natick
land. Thoreau devoted four pages of his 1857 journal
to his visit to Natick, observations that shed light on
the plant life and physical development of the town
and the botanical expertise of his host.
Austin Bacon lived on Walnut Street, south of the
Boston and Worcester Turnpike (now Route 9).
Thoreau's day included exploration of Bacon family
lands, part of the estate of Austin Bacon's
grandfather, Jonathan. Both the Austin Bacon home,
built in 1845, and the Jonathan Bacon home, built in
1829, are identified on an 1859 map of Natick and
are residential properties to this day.
Thoreau recorded a number of observations of the
Natick countryside: "I measured a scarlet oak,
northeast of his house on land of the heirs of John
Bacon, which at seven feet from the ground...was
ten feet eight inches in circumference. This has
grown considerably since Emerson measured it....
Bacon says E. pronounced it the largest oak in the
state. Showed us an Elm on the north side of the
same field, some ten feet in circumference, which he
said was as large in 1714, his grandmother having
remembered it nearly so long....
We got a specimen of very red clover, said to be
from the field of Waterloo, in front of the house near
the school house on the hill. Returned eastward over
a bare hill with some walnuts on it, formerly called
Pine Hill, from whence a very good view of the new
town of Natick. On the northeast base of this hill,
Bacon pointed out to me what he called Indian
cornhills in heavy moist pasture ground where there
had been a pine wood....I was confident that if Indian
they could not be very old, perhaps not more than a

Henry David Thoreau (above)
and the journal that details his
1857 visit to Natick (right)

century or so, for such could never have been made
with the ancient Indian hoes, - clamshells, stones, or
the like - but with the aid of plows and white man's
hoes. Also pointed out to me what he thought the
home site of an Indian squaw marked by a buckthorn
bush by the wall... We ascended a ridge hill...east by
south of Bacon's house, on the north end of which,
Squaw Poquet, as well as her father, who was a
powwow, before her, lived. Bacon thought that
powwows commonly withdrew at last to the northeast
side of a hill and lived alone.
We saw the remains of Apple trees in the woods
which she had planted. B. thought that Apple trees
did not grow as large in New England as formerly,
that they grew to be one foot in diameter only and
then began to decay....we waded into Coos swamp
on the south side of the Turnpike to find the ledum,
but did not succeed. B is sure it grows here. This is a
large swamp with a small pond or pond-hole in the
midst and the usual variety of shrubs."
Thoreau also noted Austin Bacon's inventions in the
service of his scientific research. "A. Bacon showed
me a drawing apparatus which he said he invented,
very simple and convenient, also microscopes and
many glasses for them which he made". Thoreau's
observations conclude with the comment that "B.
gave me a stone with very pretty black markings like
jungermannias, (liverwort) from a blasting on the
aqueduct in Natick".
The aqueduct had been built in 1846-1848, following
the impoundment of a tributary of the Sudbury River
to create Lake Cochituate.
Jan Parsons is a member of the Natick Historical Society
Board of Directors and Chair of the Society’s Collections
Committee.
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C O M IN G P RO GR A M S & E V EN TS
Attendance is free for current NHS members and Natick students
A $5 donation is requested from non-members for programs, unless otherwise noted

Tuesday September 19, 1:00 pm
History Book Club: Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts
Natick Community- Senior Center, 117 East Central Street
Join us for discussions of current history books, led by the Natick Historical Society and Bacon Free Library.
Wednesday, September 27, 7:00 pm
Paul Revere the Industrialist with Professor Rob Martello
NHS Museum, 58 Eliot Street
Historian Rob Martello will show that, while Paul Revere's ride was a legendary contribution to the American
Revolution, he was also a transformational entrepreneur instrumental in the Industrial Revolution. Dr. Martello is
Associate Professor of History at Olin College and author of a new book, Midnight Ride, Industrial Dawn.
Tues, October 3, 3:00-7:00 pm, and Wed, October 4, 10:00 am—2:00 pm (by appointment)
Chronicling Natick: Historic Photo Scanning Days
NHS Museum, 58 Eliot Street
Do you have Natick photos of a loved one returning from the war, working in the Harwood Baseball Factory, or
eating at Casey’s the day it opened? Bring up to three of your favorite old photos and we will scan them into our
archives. You must personally own all photos and they must have been taken in Natick. Make a scanning
appointment by email (director@natickhistoricalsociety.org) or by phone (508-647-4841).
Sunday October 15, 2:00-4:30 pm
After the Troops came Marching Home: Post War Natick, 1945-1960
First Congregational Church, 2 East Central Street
The post-war period brought massive changes to communities across the US, and Natick was no exception. Join
us for a lively discussion about the changing face of Natick neighborhoods after 1945, mid-century music, furniture
and fashion. Thanks to this event’s sponsors, Home Finders of Massachusetts and Middlesex Savings Bank.
Tuesday October 17, 1:00 pm
History Book Club: In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick
Natick Community- Senior Center, 117 East Central Street
Join us for discussions of current history books, led by the Natick Historical Society and Bacon Free Library.
Wednesday October 18, 3:00 pm
Make & Take your own Baseball
Bacon Free Library, 58 Eliot Street
The Historical Society and BFL are teaming up to help kids of all ages make their own baseballs. You’ll go home
with some semblance of a baseball (not a Major League ball, but just for fun). Register by calling the Bacon Free
Library (508-653-6730). All materials will be provided, but we need to know how much to have on hand.
Sunday, October 22, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Oldtown Photo Show
Eliot Memorial Hall, 40 Eliot Street
Cast your vote for photos that will appear in the 2019 Oldtown calendar, which is compiled from winners of the
annual photo show and competition. Sales support local non-profits, including the Historical Society. Stop by our
table and say hello! Community event and photo contest sponsored by Eliot Church; free and open to the public
Wednesday November 15, 7:00 pm
“Under the Petticoats” with Pat Perry
NHS Museum
Have you ever wondered about the daily lives of our colonial ancestors? Were the good old days really that good?
How did one use a chamber pot? How many skirts did one woman wear at a time? How often did they bathe? For
answers to these and other fascinating questions, you’re invited to meet guest lecturer and historical interpreter
Patricia Perry for a sneak peek into colonial life.
Tuesday November 21, 1:00 pm
History Book Club: Thanksgiving: The Biography of an American Holiday by James W. Baker
Natick Community- Senior Center, 117 East Central Street
Join us for discussions of current history books, led by the Natick Historical Society and Bacon Free Library.
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SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 2)
Welcome to new curator
The Society welcomes curator Marya Van’t Hul,
who joined us in April. Marya brings a depth of
professional experience in collections
management and public programs with Historic
Newton, complemented by volunteer experience in
archival work and grant writing. She is an informed
voice at a critical juncture for the Society as we
reconfigure our space and re-envision our
museum and our part in preserving Natick history.

Society expansion plans underway
Museum to close temporarily
These are exciting times for the Natick Historical
Society! After occupying the same space for 137
years, we are moving our administrative offices
and archives into new space at 207 Union Street .
This ambitious move will give us almost 50% more
space for displays and events in the museum, and
gives us the opportunity for us to update our space
and better provide for collections and visitors alike.
To accommodate the move, the museum will be
closed to the public from October 2 to November
30. We have a full schedule of programs this fall,
which will be held in other venues during this time.
We look forward to keeping members updated as
we progress. We look forward to welcoming you in
our renovated museum space at the end of the
year. Please watch our website and Facebook
page for news and project updates.
(And so it begins! (L-R) Curator Marya Van’t Hul, Board member
Bob Gee, and President Mike Pojman move materials into the
new storage space at 207 Union Street.

Thanks to woodworkers Steve Friedman and Alex Eventov of
the Ark Builders of Temple Israel, who made the new display
shelves for the Historical Society museum. Thanks also to NHS
Advisory Council member Jay Ball for shepherding this project.
The scale model rope bed the Ark Builders made for the Society
last year has become our most popular item with young visitors.

NHS student awarded history scholarship
Congratulations to Katie Carew, Natick High School
Class of 2017 and recipient of this year’s Natick
Historical Society Scholarship. The $500 award was
presented to her at Class Night as a 2017 senior
who is “deemed to be an outstanding and devoted
student of history.” A Natick native, she has grown
up immersed in history on family road trips to close
to 30 states and mentored by her history teacher
aunt. We wish Katie well as she heads to the
University of Massachusetts, Lowell, where she will
study chemistry.
Meet our interns
This summer and fall we have two top-rate interns in
the museum: Graduate Archival Intern Chloe Jones
(right), who is completing her MLS degree in
Archival Studies at Simmons College; and intern
Jared Bø (left), a Natick High School senior whose
love of military history is clear from his photo.
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Exhibit story – Baldwin exhibit at MIL
“Good Times and Bad,” a photo exhibit of 1930s
Natick now on display at the Morse Institute Library,
has triggered a wave of interest and memories.
George Baldwin was a freelance photographer in the
1930s, snapping pictures of notable events, crimes, and
accidents for local police departments and newspapers.
In the 1990s, a Natick resident was clearing the attic of
a house on Plain Street when he found a stash of
undeveloped film. Curious, he donated the film to the
Society, which developed the images to find over 200 of
Mr Baldwin’s photos. The house on Plain Street
belonged to the Baldwin family in the 1930s. You can
find a selection of photos on the first floor of the
Morse through June 2018. The full collection is online
at www.natickhistoricalsociety.org/exhibits.

A little personal history
The Natick Historical
Society welcomes it
youngest member.
Congratulations to NHS
executive director Aaron
Dougherty and his wife
Jess, who welcomed
their son Henry in June!

FEATURED EXHIBITIONS
At the Historical Society Museum:
Our Story: The History of the Natick Historical Society
Natick and the New England Character
Traveling Kiosk:
Explore, Imagine, Investigate, Discover
Community-Senior Center through November 30
At the Morse Institute Library:
Good Times and Bad: The Baldwin Photos & 1930s Natick

MAKE H ISTORY
Join the Natick Historical Society today.
Annual Membership
___ Individual ($35)
___ Family ($50)
___ Contributing ($75)
___ Sponsoring ($100)
___ Sustaining ($150)
___ Takawambpait Society ($500)
___ Senior (65+) and active teachers ($20)
___ Student ($10)
New member
Renewing member
Your support makes our work possible.
Member benefits include free admission to all
programs and a subscription to The Arrow newsletter.

Name _______________________________________
Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________

Send this form with your payment to
The Natick Historical Society
58 Eliot Street
Natick, MA 01760
Or join online at
http://natickhistoricalsociety.org/membership/
The Natick Historical Society is a registered 50(c)(3) organization.
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O U R M IS S IO N
Through our collections, programs and outreach, the
mission of the Natick Historical Society is to conserve,
interpret, and share the historic elements of our past
that are central to the development and ongoing life of
the Natick community.

We come to know a place because
we know its stories.
- Matthew Potteiger

We were busy helping “apprentice cobblers” make felt shoes
as part of Historical Night on June 15, part of Natick
Center’s Thursday “Natick Nights” this summer. Shown here:
NHS volunteer Fran Weisse (left) and a student cobbler
show off their work.

The Bacon Free Library Building, Lower Level
58 Eliot Street, Natick, Massachusetts 01760
508-647-4841
info@natickhistoricalsociety.org

