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THE
N E W S L E T T E R O F T H E
L I B R A R Y S O C I E T Y O F

W I N TE R 2 01 7
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, January 22
7:00 pm
NATICK AND CIVIL RIGHTS
First Congregational Church
2 East Central Street
Sunday, February 5
2:30 pm
AUTHORS’ TALK
The Stories We Tell:
Natick Explained
Morse Institute Library
Tues Feb 21, Mar 21, Apr 18
1:00-2:00 pm
HISTORY BOOK CLUB
Natick Community-Senior Center
Thursday, March 2
1:30 pm
NATICK’S PRAYING INDIANS
AND JOHN ELIOT
Natick Community-Senior Center
Saturday, March 4
8:00 am—3:00 pm
MAPLE MAGIC
Natick Community Organic Farm
See program details on page 5

********
Public Hours
Tuesday 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Wed 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
and by appointment
Closed on major holidays and
Saturdays before Monday holidays

ARROW

H I S T O R I C A L , N A T U R A L H I S T O R Y A N D
N A T I C K , M A S S A C H U S E T T S V O L 3 9 N o 1

S O C I ET Y N E W S
From the Executive Director
On behalf of the Natick Historical Society, I am delighted to wish you and
yours a Happy New Year!
Perhaps I should take a minute to introduce myself. My name is Aaron
Dougherty, and I am the new Executive Director here at the Natick
Historical Society. I come to you from Marshfield, where until recently I
was Executive Director of the Historic Winslow House Association, a
historic house museum and research center.
I’ve spent the last several weeks becoming familiar with the organization
and museum, and as you can imagine, there’s quite a lot to learn. Many
thanks to Historical Society President Marg Balcom, Curator Ben
Federlin, and all the Board members and volunteers who have gone out
of their way to make me feel welcome, to explain their interests and
projects, and to answer my many questions.
I think one of the things that first caught my eye about the Natick
Historical Society and about Natick as a town was the sense of a diverse
community growing and changing as the centuries pile on. They can
seem very distant and irrelevant today, these layers of history. Things did
happen in the past, but they don’t appear relevant to the present until
you begin to consider how much the lives of modern people owe to
actions and events of long ago.
Because the story of Natick is your story. When we explain how
something came to be, we’re exploring why our shared community is the
way that it is. It’s like talking with your grandparents about how they met,
or why they live in the house where you celebrate the holidays. Little
things, mostly, but when taken together, these little things influence
where you lived, and how, and with whom.
Imagine being able to talk like that with your great-grandparents, coming
to America for the first time by ship. Or the men and women who
founded your town. Or to the people who lived here long before the
Mayflower arrived in Massachusetts. What would you ask them? What
would you want to know?
That’s why the Natick Historical Society wants your input today. We can’t
talk to people from the distant past, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t
(Society News, continued on page 2)
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SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 1)
Officers 2016-2017
Marg Balcom, President
Teresa Evans, Vice President
Bob Gee, Secretary
Bancroft Wheeler, Treasurer

learn from them. Do you have a tale of old Natick that you want to share? Stop by
the museum to talk! Want to see us cover a topic in an exhibit or program? Send
us an email with the suggestion. This is your town, and we’re here to help tell your
town’s story. We’ll be here when you need us.

Directors
Margarita M. Balcom
Teresa Evans
Stephen Evers
Robert M. Gee
Rudman J. Ham

Looking forward to making history together,
Aaron M. Dougherty

Timothy Hinton

Welcome Aaron Dougherty

Nathaniel Sheidley

Aaron Dougherty, the Historical Society’s new Executive Director,
started his orientation period at NHS on Monday, October 17. Now
that his Orientation is over, he is ready to bring his energy, talent
and an effective approach to this important position.

James W. Morley
Janice Parsons
Michael Pojman

Kenneth Soderholm
Richard Subber
Bancroft Wheeler

Advisory Council
Bob Awkward
Jay & Erica Ball
Kathryn Bard
Matthew Brenneman
Joan Craig
Robert Eisenmenger
Arthur B. Fair III
George Fiske, Jr
Carol Gloff
Elliot Goodman
Catha Hesse
Joseph Keefe
Carol Krentzman
David Krentzman
Rep. David Linsky
John Moran
Jack Newton
David Parish
Paul Spurling
Merci Wheeler
Zadi Zokou
Staff
Aaron Dougherty,
Executive Director

Aaron holds both a Bachelor of Arts in History and a Master of Arts
in American History from Eastern Michigan University.
When he came to Massachusetts, to begin his professional life he worked as a
Colonial Interpreter at Plimoth Plantation and as a Seasonal Park Ranger in the
Boston National Historical Park at Faneuil Hall, the Paul Revere House and the
Bunker Hill National Monument. He went on to serve as part-time Interim Director
of the Town of Hanover’s Historical Society while the search for a permanent
director was underway. Then he became Executive Director of the three-centuries
old historic Winslow House Association in Marshfield, MA.
Now Aaron has come to Natick where he is taking the reins of our stable, active,
and forward-looking organization and a committed team of NHS Volunteers.
Aaron and his wife Jessica live in Taunton but are planning a move closer to
Natick. They are expecting their first child in June.
Join me in welcoming Aaron.
Marg Balcom, President
Welcome to new Board members
The Society welcomed two new members to its Board of Directors.

Welcome new and
returning members
Diana & Larry Bolick
Eileen Conlin
Nancy Dlott
Evelyn & Richard Jackson
Mitch Lapin
George Sawin
Nathaniel Sheidley
Paul White

Tim Hinton was trained in England as a furniture conservator,
working on furniture and properties of Britain’s National Trust. He
and his wife Susan moved to Natick in 2014, where they are
restoring their 1868 home. Researching the history of their house
led him to the Society, where he became a volunteer in short order.
Nat Sheidley is Director of Public History at The Bostonian Society
and previously taught history at Wellesley, with a specialization in
Native American and early American history. He had lived in
Wellesley previously and moved to Natick two years ago.
Nat and Tim will be candidates for election at the Annual Meeting in
February.
(Society News, continued on page 6)
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F RO M TH E C U R ATO R ’ S C O R N ER
by Ben Federlin
Teaching Tools
Look but don’t touch! This is often the first rule
children hear when they visit a museum. Museums
have a unique role in education. The artifacts and
archives in our collection can open up visitors and
students to new ideas about the past and the history
of our town. Seeing a thousand year old stone axe or
a top hat used by Henry Wilson can bring history
alive in a way that conventional classroom learning
can’t. Unfortunately there can sometimes be barriers
to engaging with museum artifacts - sometimes quite
literally. We take care to maintain the best conditions
for the objects in our care and most of them are kept
behind glass in display cases or in climate-controlled
storage. While being able to see and appreciate
objects in a museum can still be rewarding, at times
that’s not quite enough.
One of the best ways of connecting younger children
is to allow them to engage with our objects directly.
Hands-on museums interaction in has been shown to
create more memorable and more positive
experiences for children and their families. However,
this can present a challenge in a small institution like
ours where the bulk of the collection is behind glass.
Fortunately we are building a wonderful collection of
teaching tools and “touchable” artifacts that allow
young visitors to engage more directly with the history
we’re presenting.

century piece of furniture that would have been
commonly used throughout New England. The bed,
which is in excellent condition, is currently displayed
in atop one of our cases. For some visitors,
especially young children, it can be difficult to
visualize how it would have been used.
With our scale model, recently made for us by
Arthur Perlmutter and Ben Greenberg, members of
the Ark Builders of Temple Israel, we can show
visitors how a rope bed worked, invite them to use
the miniature bedkey to tighten the ropes and give
them a better understanding of daily life in the past
and insights into the phrase “sleep tight”! These sort
of experiences leave guests with a richer
understanding of our shared history and help us
make our museum the best institution it can be.

The kind of educational props we use can vary
depending on the program we are running. During
our third grade tours, we use compasses and historic
maps of South Natick to talk about geography or the
town’s early history. When younger children visit the
museum we use items from our ‘hands on collection’,
a selection of particularly durable artifacts that in
good condition and can be handled gently. Interacting
with these pieces, which include a tin foot warmer, a
“niddy noddy” and a candlestick mold, allows visitors
to understand firsthand how tools from yesteryear
might have been used every day. These artifacts are
already well represented in our collection and can be
better used as a way for our visitors to get up close
and personal with pieces of history.
NHS Advisory Council member and Temple Israel Ark Builder
Jay Ball holds the scale model rope bed, with the original bed

visible at the top of the photo. Jay managed the project and
One of the newest additions to our collection is a
scale model rope bed that has already proved to be a delivered the model bed to the Museum in November.
great teaching tool. Given our space constraints,
most of the larger furniture on display at the Museum
Read Ben Federlin’s farewell blog post:
is positioned on top of cases, making it harder for
younger visitors to connect with - or even notice. This http://natickhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com/2017/01/anote-from-curator.html
is especially true for our rope bed frame, a 19th
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The Natick Post Office Mural
By Joanne Lloyd
If you have ever stood in line at the Natick Post Office on Common Street, you’ve probably noticed the
colorful mural on the wall. John Eliot Speaks to the
Natick Indians was painted in 1937 by Natick native
Hollis Holbrook as part of a New Deal program to
beautify post offices and other public buildings.
For the Natick mural Holbrook chose to recount the
story of the removal and internment of Natick’s Praying Indians after the outbreak of King Philip’s War
(1675-1676). The war between Native Americans
and Europeans began in June 1675 when, in retaliation for the hanging of three Wampanoags, Chief
Metacom (English name “King Philip”) led his Wampanoag warriors on raids in small English villages,
first in Plymouth Colony, then in other parts of New
England. On October 13, 1675, the Massachusetts
General Court ordered that the Praying Indians at
Natick and other Massachusetts towns be removed
to Deer Island in Boston harbor. The colonial government had several reasons for ordering the internment: to prevent Christian Native Americans from
joining the rebellion, to protect the Praying Indians
from the vengeance of English settlers, and to temper English nervousness about their presence.
The scene depicted in the 12’x5’ mural took place on
the north bank of the Charles River in Watertown, in
an area then known as “the Pines”. Soldiers under
the command of Captain Thomas Prentiss arrived in
Natick early on October 31, 1675. The Praying Indians, about two hundred in number, knew Prentiss
and did not resist his orders to leave. Still, their
hands were tied behind their backs. The procession
to Deer Island had reached Watertown when John
Eliot heard about what had happened. The clergyman, then about 70, hurried to the scene and, with
Bible in hand, tried to reassure the men and women
to whom he had preached. The Praying Indians had
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not received advance notice of their removal and had
departed with only the clothes on their backs and a
few supplies. Colonial officials ordered that corn left
standing in Natick’s fields be harvested and taken to
Deer Island. Eliot attempted to bring food and supplies to the island, but angry colonists capsized his
boat, nearly drowning him. That winter many of the
Praying Indians on Deer Island died from starvation
and exposure to the elements. Finally, in May 1676,
the colonial government agreed to free the remaining
Native Americans interned there.
In an interview conducted when he was nearly 70,
Holbrook explained that he had chosen to recount
the story of the removal of Natick’s Praying Indians
because John Eliot was “one of the great men in history.” Holbrook’s rendering of Eliot is based on a historical image, but there was no existing image of Waban, who stands on Eliot’s right. Waban, the first Native American that Eliot converted to Christianity, was
not a sachem or chief, but was a man of great influence and power among Christian Native Americans
in the region. Holbrook asked Natick Postmaster Victor Casavant to pose as the model for Waban. Casavant is not the only Holbrook contemporary to appear
in the mural: Massachusetts State Representative
Jeremiah J. Healey was the model for Captain
Prentiss, who stands to the right of the white horse.
Holbrook (1909-1984) was a 1927 graduate of Natick
High School. He earned degrees in art and taught
most of his life at the University of Florida. In addition
to Natick’s mural, he painted murals in five other post
offices. Between 1934 and 1943, the Federal Art
Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA)
commissioned 850 artists to paint 1371 murals, most
of which were installed in post offices.
Artists from Parma Conservation of Chicago restored
the Natick mural in 2007.
Excerpt from “Natick Post Office Mural” in the 2015 NHS
publication, Have You Ever Wondered? Natick Explained.
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C O M IN G E V EN TS
Attendance is free for current NHS members and Natick students
A $5 donation is requested from non-members for most events, unless otherwise noted

Sunday, January 22, 7:00 pm

Spotlight on Natick and Civil Rights

First Congregational Church
2 East Central Street
Civil rights did not begin in the 1960’s: it was part of a continuum of change that began in 1638. Learn more
about its impact in Boston and Natick alike. This presentation by Natick Historical Society president and
Natick Historical Commission member Marg Balcom will shine the spotlight on aspects of Natick’s history
that you may not know.
Sunday, February 5, 2:30 pm
Authors’ Talk

The Stories We Tell: Natick Explored

Morse Institute Library, Lebowitz Meeting Hall
14 East Central Street, Natick
What stories does Natick have to tell? Join us as several of the Society’s member-writers share insights and
back stories behind their chapters in the Natick Historical Society’s latest publication. Copies of the book will
be available for sale at the event. Light refreshments will be served.
Tuesdays, February 21, March 21, April 18—1:00-2:00 pm

History Book Club

Natick Community-Senior Center
117 East Central Street
Join us for discussions on current history books, led by the Natick Historical Society and
Bacon Free Library. The February 21 book is Between the World and Me (Ta-Nehisi
Coates); March 21 is How the Irish Saved Civilization (Thomas Cahill); and April 18 is Last
Call: the Rise and Fall of Prohibition (Daniel Okrent). Please RSVP online through
Community Pass (https://register.communitypass.net) or at the Community-Senior Center
desk. Copies of the book are available at the Bacon Free Library.
Thursday, March 2, 1:30 pm

Natick’s Praying Indians and John Eliot

Natick Community-Senior Center
117 East Central Street
Natick was founded over 350 ago by a unique group of people. John Eliot and the Native Americans who
established Natick as a “Praying Indian town” created a community that was markedly different from most of
the growing towns nearby, and the only one to retain its original name. Join us for an illuminating discussion
of Natick’s early history.
Saturday, March 4, 8:00-3:00

Maple Magic

Natick Community Organic Farm and Memorial School
117 Eliot Street, Natick
Stop by our table at the Farm’s annual pancake breakfast (8:00-11:00) during this
popular community event that also features maple sugaring demonstrations and a
range of family activities. After breakfast, visit the Historical Society Museum, which
will be open 10:00-1:00 that day.
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SOCIETY NEWS (continued from page 2)
Farewell to Ben Federlin
This month we said farewell to Curator Ben
Federlin, who leaves us for Harvard , where he will
be pursuing a Master’s degree in Public History.
Ben accomplished a great deal in his two years
with us, including standardizing the accessions
process; bringing all 21st century accessions up to
date; and going above and beyond with our annual
third grade program, walking tours, and digital
information management, without fuss or fanfare.
Annual Appeal
A heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to our
2016 Annual Appeal. To date we’ve raised $8400,
which will help support operations and programs in
the year ahead. Your contributions to the Annual
Fund help us keep history alive for our community.
Busy Year at the Museum
In 2016 the Society hosted 963 visitors to the
Museum. We are grateful to our committed team
of museum educators. We couldn’t have done it
without them.
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Natick Historical Society
Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 26
2:00 pm
NHS Museum
58 Eliot Street
All Natick Historical Society members are
invited to attend the Society’s Annual Meeting
on Sunday, February 26.
Join us as we celebrate our
accomplishments of 2016 and
elect Board members and officers for 2017
Light refreshments will be served.
In December, Marg Balcom and Aaron Dougherty
gave a presentation on abolition and its role as a
catalyst for the Civil War to an assembly of three of
Lucas Glavin’s honors history classes at Natick High
School, the third year of the Society’s program
partnership with the High School.

FEATURED EXHIBITIONS
At Natick Days, residents were invited to figure out where
their house would be on a historic map of Natick.

Out and About
We’ve been getting around Natick quite a bit in
recent months! In September, hundreds of
residents stopped by our table at Natick Days and
pored over the maps we had on display. As part of
Oldtown Days in October, Terri Evans and Tim
Hinton led walking tours of the heart of South
Natick in the spirit of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
book, Oldtown Folks.

At the Historical Society Museum:
Our Story: The History of the Natick Historical Society
Natick and the New England Character
Traveling Kiosk:
Explore, Imagine, Investigate, Discover
Town Hall through May 31
At the Morse Institute Library:
The Education of Henry Wilson
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The stories we tell
Our colorful new 2016 book is on sale in many Natick
locations and can be purchased in the museum or
through our website.
The Stories We Tell: Natick Explained is a 102-page,
full-color book—a wonderful gift and a memorable
keepsake. It’s an attractive successor to Have You
Ever Wondered...? Natick Explained, our 2015 book.
You’ll read 16 detailed and easy-reading stories—
based on our collections and archives—about Natick,
with in-depth storytelling that explores our dynamic
history and the hard-working folks who built Natick
over the centuries. Stories include Natick in the Revolution, the Sawin family, Walnut Hill, history of the
Morse Institute, the lives of John Eliot and Daniel
Takawambpait, Natick’s antislavery movement,
growth of the downtown, the history of Route 9 and
seven other engaging topics.
Contributing authors are Marg Balcom, Matt Brenneman, Terri Evans, Ben Federlin, Bob Gee, Rick
Gentile, Cary Holmes, Martha Jones, Mike Pojman,
Sue Salamoff, Rick Subber, Maureen Sullivan, Vincent Vittoria, and Zadi Zokou. Graphic design and layout, including cover and some photos, are by Robin
Gilmore-Barnes, Sue Hinton, and Temma Eventov.
Join us on February 5 for our Authors’ Talk about the
book (see Events Calendar, page 5.)

M AKE H ISTORY
Join the Natick Historical Society today.
Annual Membership
___ Individual ($35)
___ Family ($50)
___ Contributing ($75)
___ Sponsoring ($100)
___ Sustaining ($150)
___ Takawambpait Society ($500)
___ Senior (65+) and active teachers ($20)
___ Student ($10)
New member
Renewing member
Your support makes our work possible.
Member benefits include free admission to all
programs and a subscription to The Arrow newsletter.

Name _______________________________________
Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Send this form with your payment to
The Natick Historical Society
58 Eliot Street
Natick, MA 01760
Or join online at
http://natickhistoricalsociety.org/membership/
The Natick Historical Society is a registered 50(c)(3) organization.
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O U R M IS S IO N
Through our collections, programs and outreach, the
mission of the Natick Historical Society is to conserve,
interpret, and share the historic elements of our past
that are central to the development and ongoing life of
the Natick community.

History is not just something that happened long ago
and far away. History happens to all of us all the time.
Local history brings history home, it touches your life,
the life of your family, your neighborhood, your
community.
- Thomas Noel, Denver author and historian
In November, the Society hosted visitors from the Natick
Soldier Systems Center for a walk and talk about the
Praying Indians as part of Native American Heritage Month.

WANTED: Natick High School Yearbooks
We are looking for NHS yearbooks from 1928,
1929, 1930, 1931, 1937, 1939, 1996, 1998, 2003,
2004, 2013, and 2015 to add to our collections.

The Bacon Free Library Building, Lower Level
58 Eliot Street, Natick, Massachusetts 01760
508-647-4841
info@natickhistoricalsociety.org

