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Fr. Nick’s Message
Jesus said,
“I am the vine;
you are the
branches.
If a man remains
in me and I in him,
he will bear
much fruit.”
(John 15:5)
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God’s Coming!
The Nativity of Christ (Christmas) or
Advent, as it is referred to by many, contemplates
the birth of Christ and the great mystery of
God’s love for His creation. For the majority of
us the “holiday season” turns out to be the
most stressful time of the year. While we eagerly
anticipate its coming as it brings us closer to
friends and family we often feel lonely. Wanting
to grasp the full meaning and experience of
Christmas in the end leaves us wanting, frustrated
and drained.
Even if this does not happen to some of us, we may miss the point of Christmas.
Food, cards, carols and traditions carry the sense of goodwill and kindness but may miss
the reality of Christ’s coming. Perhaps the real challenge is to listen with our hearts as to
“why” and “how” Christ came. Remembering the humble stable, the closed door at the
inn, and the thousands of years of anticipation as foretold by the prophets may rekindle
the vital spirit of “why” and “how” God chose to enter into human history.
Yes, God’s love, born in Bethlehem can be a transformative fire that warms hearts,
floods every corner of darkness and turns midnight to noon. This love conquers sin and
evil and as the Gospel of Luke reminds us, “scatters the proud, humbles the mighty,
feeds the hungry, and sends the rich away empty-handed.” (Luke 1:51-53).
Christ’s birth- His coming- is not achieved by human means but by divine
intervention. This is why no imagery can adequately capture its full meaning. The child
born in the cave is none other than He who was betrayed, suffered on the Cross and rose
to redeem and save us. Therefore to fully celebrate and recognize Christmas and God’s
coming requires reverence, faith and humility on our part. Is there hope that we can
possibly achieve this in our time? Yes, if we become like children and believe as did the
Virgin Mary, as did the shepherds and wise men of the East. And so can we who believe
that God came to bring “tidings of great joy” to us personally and to a world that needs
God’s grace, love and redemption.
Wishing you a blessed Christmas and New Year,
Fr Nick

Liturgical Schedule
Schedule of
Church Services

Sunday Services
Orthos, 8:30; Divine Liturgy, 9:30
December 2- 14th Sunday of Luke
December 9- 10th Sunday of Luke
December 16- 11th Sunday of Luke
December 23- Sunday before Nativity
December 30- Sunday after Nativity
January 6- Theophany of Our Lord
January 13- Sunday after Epiphany
January 20- 12th Sunday of Luke
January 27- 15th Sunday of Luke

A New Year’s Prayer
God, thank you for a new year.
May everyone in our family be willing to begin anew
with a clean slate.
We know that you are always ready to forgive us.
Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to
forgive one another.
As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest
values and our deepest desires.
Help us to live in the goodness that comes from
doing what you want us to do.
Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and
the past, so that we might live in peace with you now,
one day at a time.

Theophany:
What’s it all About?

Midweek Services at St. Demetrios
Decembe 6- St. Nicholas, 9 am
December 17,- St. Dionysios, 9 am
December 24- Evening Christmas Eve Liturgy, 6 pm
December 25- Christmas Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:30 am
January 1- New Year’s Day Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 9 am
January 5- Divine Liturgy &Blessing of the Waters, 8:30 am
January 17- St. Anthony, 9 am
January 30- The Three Hierarchs, 9 am
Midweek Services at Neighboring Parishes
St. Nicholas, Lexington
December 5- Great Vespers, 6 pm
December 6- Orthros, 8:30 am & Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am
St. Spyridon, Worcester
December 11- Great Vespers, 7 pm
December 12- Orthros, 8:30 am & Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am
St. Athanasius, Arlington
January 17- Great Vespers, 6:30 pm
January 18- Orthros, 9 am & Divine Liturgy, 10 am
St. Gregory, Mansfield
January 24- Great Vespers, 6 pm
January 25- Orthros, 9:30 am & Divine Liturgy, 10:30 am
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On January 6, as well as the Eve of Theophany on
the 5th, Orthodox faithful attend a Divine Liturgy
and the Great Blessing of the Water service to
celebrate Theophany, also called Ton Photon (“Feast
of Lights”), referring to the spiritual illumination
of the Holy Spirit. The service commemorates the
baptism of Christ and the manifestation of God in
three persons. Large numbers of people attend church
to be blessed and receive holy water, which they take
home in small bottles provided by the church. Some
parishioners bring their own bottles often made
specifically for holy water.
In most churches, the blessing is held indoors, and the
water is contained in a large urn. Some communities
hold outdoor celebrations by a body of water. In the
end, through Theophany, we can participate in His
baptismand invite the holy, rejuvenating waters of the
Jordan into our homes and hearts.
p. 2

Ministry Highlight

SAINT NICHOLAS GIVING TREE

ST. DEMETRIOS CONNECTIONS

781-237-5561 | www.stdemetriosweston.org

St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox
Church

57 Brown St.
Weston, MA 02493
(781) 237-5561
(781) 237-8612 (fax)
www.stdemetriosweston.org

Fr. Nicholas Krommydas
Proistamenos

frnick@stdemetriosweston.org

Fr. Vincent Minucci
Presbyter
frvincent@stdemetriosweston.org
Office ADMINISTRATOR
Marianne Kent

office@stdemetriosweston.org
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Fr. Nicholas Krommydas, Presbyter
Fr. Vincent Minucci, Presbyter
Marianne Kent, Office Administrator
Nicholas Korderas, Sexton
Thomas Gatzunis, Parish Council President
Nikki Stounaras, Philoptochos President
Bookstore, Carol Loridas
Choir, Genie Leussis, Chris Tzellas, Athena Kalyvas
Faith and Works Ministries
St. Demetrios Inner-City Outreach, Peter Mitsakos
St. Nicholas Angel Tree, Nancy Agris Savage
YOCAMA, Jill Kovatsis
Peace Ministry, Peter Panagopoulos
IOCC, Andrea Katsenes
Habitat for Humanity, David Newkirk, Gina Pagonis
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour, St. Demetrios Philoptochos
Library, Cindi Dabrowski
Mailing Ministry, Portia Pantages
Orthodox Life Series, James Skedros
Philoptochos Care Ministries
Hellenic Nursing Home, Pam Brody
Prayer-Shawl, Elaine Ward
Quiltathon, Debbie Morakis
Visitations, Valerie Wiegel
Prosfora Ministry, Christina Booth
Senior Guild, Artemis Martakis
Stewardship, Tom Camp
YOUTH
Altar Service, Chris Kourlos
Basketball, Jack Markis
Church School, Stavroula Gurguliatos
Church School Music Director, Jane Kourtis
GOYA, Fr. Vinnie and Jill Kovatsis
Jr. GOYA, Fr. Vinnie, Renee Vekiarides, Kelly Marks
JOY, Fr. Vinnie, Anastasia Smith
HOPE, Fr. Vinnie
Family First Friday, Pres. Nadia Minucci
Greek Folk Dancing, Margaret Talmers
Greek Language School, Avra Parpos
Young Professionals, Samuel Johnson

The St. Nicholas Giving Tree is
a ministry that gives to children in
communities around us during the
Christmas season.

Dear Saint Demetrios Santas:
The names and wish lists of 200
foster children (of which only
56 now remain) under the care
of the Department of Children
and Families await you! For 17
consecutive years, our parish has
undertaken this beautiful ministry
to provide gifts for these children
who will receive none without our
love. Please reach out by email to
Nancy Agris Savage with an age
range or gender you prefer and
she will match you with a foster
child and his/her wish list...
The deadline for gifts to be
returned is Sunday, December 9,
during Divine Liturgy services.
Nancy will be in the parish hall
next Sunday with any names
remaining, but those who want
to get their shopping underway,
may email her directly at:
NancyASavage@Gmail.Com. Any
questions may also be directed to:
508-652-9020.
Many thanks for participating in
one of our parish’s most treasured
traditions!
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youth
CHURCH SCHOOL
May the peace and joy of the Christmas season fill
you with love and happiness!
December 2
Church School Classes;
			
CS Staff Mtg.
December 9
Church School Classes; Christmas
			Pageant Rehearsal
December 16
Christmas Pageant Program
December 23
Church School Classes
December 25
Christmas
December 30
No Church School
January 6
Church School Classes; Church
			
School Staff Mtg.
January 13
Church School Classes
January 20
Church School Classes
January 27
Church School Classes;
			Godparent Sunday
Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 16th: Please join us for
our Christmas Pageant Program. All of our Church School
students are invited to participate. The Pageant will begin
after the Divine Liturgy.
Godparent Sunday, January 27th: Please extend
an invitation to your child’s/children’s
Godparent(s) to attend Divine Liturgy on
January 27th. This is an opportunity for
our students to attend church school classes
with their Godparents and have fellowship
with each other, strengthening their special bond.

“Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young...

Greek Language and

St. Demetrios Greek
Language and School
Cultural School
Cultural



St. Demetrios Greek Language and Cultural School
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bAsketball
On Saturday, October
27th, St. Spyridon of
Worcester generously
hosted our boys GOYA
team and JOY players
(coached by Kosta
Tsiantoulas and James
Markis) for a luncheon
and preseason games.
Donations were collected
with the funds raised
were divided between a
local homeless shelter
and the fire victims in
Greece.
The Metropolis
Basketball season is off
to a great start with the
first games held over the
weekend of November
10th. The Metropolis
reports a record number
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of teams and players.
Our Parish is once again
fielding 5 teams; 2 in the
JOY division, 2 in Boys
GOYA and 1 in girls
GOYA.
In addition, many of
our kids ages 8 to 10
are participating in the
weekly Jr. JOY skills
clinics.
Saturday JOY games and
the Jr. JOY clinics are
hosted at St. Demetrios.
Our GOYA games are
on Sunday afternoons
at Hellenic College. We
welcome our Parish
members to come cheer
on our teams.
p. 4

...but set an example for the believers in speech, in
life, in love, in faith and in purity”
(1 Timothy 4:12)

youth

FAMILY FIRST FRIDAY

GOYA
Grades: 9-12

Last month, Family First Friday took a look at making
the home a church. Fr. Vinnie and Presbytera Nadia taught
our families how to set up an iconostasio for the family,
how to say family prayers and how to offer our prayers for
others. We also created Christmas cards for members of
our community.
We hope and pray you will consider bringing your family
to this very special and important ministry. Family First
Friday meets once a month and focuses on growing the
family connection to the faith. Families enjoy a meal
together without the distraction of phones/devices, a fun
activity or service project and a lesson on the faith. For
more information or to sign up, please email Presbytera
Nadia at presnadia@gmail.com.

This month, GOYA
came together to
celebrate Thanksgiving
with our inaugural GOYA
Friendsgiving. GOYA and
GOYA Alum gathered
around a dinner table and
shared a potluck meal
as well as what we are
most thankful for. It was
wonderful to be joined by
GOYA Alumni and we
hope to keep the tradition
of GOYA Friendsgiving
for years to come.
GOYA congratulates our
parish on the occasion
of our 60th Anniversary.
We look forward
to contributing and
participating in the many
festivities planned for this
year.
This month, GOYA
looks forward to
the parish’s annual
Tree Lighting and
Gingerbread Event which
will be held on Friday,
December 7th. We are
inviting GOYAns from
neighboring parishes and

hope they will join us for
an awesome evening.
The GOYA Christmas
Party will be on Saturday,
January 5th.
Finally, the 2018 GOYA
is excited to sponsor
a child from the Saint
Nicholas Giving Tree
that takes place every
year during the holiday
season. Watch for details
about how you can help,
coming soon. If you are a
high schooler and are not
receiving GOYA emails
please email Sophia
Kovatsis at sokovatsis@
students.natickps.org to
be added.
GOYA is a ministry
for high school age
students, grades 9-12.
If you or someone you
know are interested
in joining, email Fr.
Vinnie (frvincent@
stdemetriosweston.org)
or Jill Kovatsis (ja.k@
verizon.net).

HOPE & JOY
Grades: Pre-K – 5
A special thank you to everyone for a fun and fulfilling
HOPE and JOY event in November packing shoeboxes
for Operation Christmas Child. We packed 92 shoeboxes!
We are thankful to God that 92 children around the globe
will be blessed by your love and caring. Thank you for this
beautiful outreach.
For December HOPE and JOY we encourage you to
attend the Church-wide Tree lighting and Gingerbread
house decorating night on Friday, December 7th. Merry
Christmas!
p. 5
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photos
HOPE and JOY

Youth Basketball

GOYA Friendsgiving
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Turkey Dinners going to Veterans
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Photos
Senior Guild Luncheon- St. John Chrysostom Feast Day- Patron Saint Of Our Chapel

Getting ready for Christmas
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Calendar

December 2018- January 2019

Sunday

2- 14th Sunday of Luke

Monday

3

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

4

Church School

Greek School, 4 pm

Greek Dancing, 12 pm

JOY Basketball Practice, 7:30 pm

GOYA Blue/Girls
Bosketball Game, 3
pm/4 pm

5
Great Vespers AT Lexington, 6 pm

Friday

Saturday

6- St. Nicholas

7

8

Orthros & Divine Liturgy,
8:30 am

Family First Friday Tree
Lighting and Gingerbread House Making
Event, 6:30 pm

JOY Navy/Blue Basketball Game, 3pm/5 pm

14

15- Agape Prayer
Group, 8:30 am

GOYA Basketball
Practice, 6 pm
Young Professionals
Networking Event, 6 pm

9- 10th Sunday of Luke
Church School
Stewardship Brunch
Christmas Pageant
Rehersal, 11:30 am
GOYA Navy/Blue/Girls
Basketball Game, 3
pm/4 pm/6 pm

10

11-Greek School, 4 pm

12- St. Spyridon

13

Byzantine Chant
Class, 7 pm

Orthros & Divine Liturgy
AT Worcester, 8:30 am

Senior Guild Christmas
Luncheon, 12 pm

Great Vespers for St.
Spyridon AT Worcester, 7 pm

Parish Council Meeting
and Christmas Gathering, 6:30 pm

Parish Council Training
Seminar, 7 pm

16- 11th Sunday of Luke

17- St. Dionysios

18

Church School Christmas Pageant

Orthros & Divine Liturgy,
9 am

Greek School, 4 pm

24
Evening Christmas Eve
Divine Liturgy, 6 pm

25- Nativity of Our
Lord
Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 8:30 am
Church Offices Closed

31

1- New Year’s Day

JOY Basketball Practice, 7:30 pm

Boston Pops Event

19

Christmas Pageant
Rehersal, 9 am
Hellenic Nursing Home,
2 pm

GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

JOY Navy Basketball
Game, 6 pm

20
GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

21

26

27

28

29

Church Offices Closed

GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

2

3

4

5

JOY Basketball Practice, 7:30 pm

22
JOY Navy/Blue Basketball Game, 3 pm/5 pm

GOYA Blue/Girls/Navy
Basketball Game, 5
pm/6 pm/7 pm
23- Sunday before
Nativity
Church School
GOYA Navy/Girls/Blue
Basketball Game, 6
pm/7 pm/ 8 pm

30- Sunday after
Nativity

GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 9 am

Great Vespers for
Theophany, 8:30 am

Church Offices Closed

6- Theophany
Church School
Church School Staff
Meeting
Parish Council Election

7

13- Sunday after
Epiphany

14

Church School

8
Greek School, 4 pm
Greek School
Teacher’s Meeting,
6 pm

9

15
JOY Baksetball Practice, 7:30 pm

16

22
Greek School, 4 pm
JOY Basketball Practice, 7:30 pm

23

29
Greek School, 4 pm
JOY Basketball Practice, 7:30 pm

30- Three Hierarchs

31

Orthros & Divine Liturgy,
9 am

GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

Parish Council Meeting,
7 pm

Jr. GOYA Boda Borg,
3 pm

Church School

27- 15th Sunday of Luke
Church School
Godparent Sunday
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11

12
Agape Prayer Group in
NH, 8:30 am
Philoptochos Event,
10 am

Gyro Sunday

20- 12th Sunday of Luke

10
GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

17- St. Anthony
Orthros & Divine Liturgy,
9 am
GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm
Great Vespers for St.
Athanasius AT Arlington,
6:30 pm

18- St. Athanasius

19

Orthros & Divine Liturgy,
9 am

Hellenic Nursing Home,
2 pm

24

25- St. Gregory

26

GOYA Basketball Practice, 6 pm

Orthros & Divine Liturgy
AT Mansfield, 9:30 am.

Great Vespers for St.
Gregory AT Mansfield,
6 pm
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stewardship &
philoptochos
Philoptochos
Dear Philoptochos Memebers,
St. Demetrios Philoptochos would like to first
thank all of you for supporting our mission and vision.
It is because of your generous donations we are able
to fulfill our mission, which includes disbursing money
to tragic events such as the fires in Greece $1,000 plus
a private donation of $300; Hurricane Florence $750,
our national obligation $400, California fires $500, annd
more. It is because of the good people in our parish
who support our events we have the capability as an
organization to give. Thank you!
Upcoming events:
December 16th our annual holiday boutique and
bake sale. Our ladies will provide you with some fun and
unusual gifts to purchase for Christmas. Please note that
we will open our doors before Liturgy at 8:45 am and
close them at 9:30 am and re-open following the Divine
Liturgy.
Stop by during coffee hour Sunday, December 2 and
hear about our new initiative- Come and See. We are
excited to announce we have taken on a new initiative
this coming year. Thanks to National Philoptochos
where we got the idea. We are hosting an event called
Rise Up Against Hunger. The vision of Rise Up Against

Hunger is a vision of a world without hunger. We will be
packaging 10,000 packets to be sent either to this country
or outside of this country each packet will have vitamins,
barley, and rice. The cost of each packet is .34 per packet.
What can you do to help:
You can sign up in the church hall beginning, December
2nd as a volunteer for January 12th at 2:00 pm
You can go online and donate to: events.stophungernow.
org|SDC
More information will be forthcoming in Sunday
bulletins.
Our pledge is $3,451.68 let’s see if we can do more.
With Love in Our Lord,
The Philoptochos Board

STewardship

Something To Think About

“Now the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own,
but they had everything in common.”
This is not “giving.” Not any more than we “give” three meals a day to our children. Not any more than we “give”
a home or medical care to our aged parents. These people are our family. We do not give them; we share with them-with
no thought of either cost or sacrifice.
This is what we often may fail to grasp; that in coming into Christ’s church we have come into a new household, a
larger family whose members are united by a bond stronger than mere ties of blood. This is one grace we might pray for
today; that God may save us from the burden of mere “giving” and teach us the gracious art of sharing.

p. 9
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news & events
Events & Announcements
SENIOR GUILD
Dear Senior Guild Members,
We hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving!
The Senior Guild will be having their Christmas Luncheon
on December 13th at the Dolphin Seafood Restaurant in
Natick. If you will be attending the Christmas Luncheon
please arrive at the Dolphin Seafood Restaurant at
12:00PM (Noon).
The Christmas Luncheon is open to all Seniors
of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church. Please come
and enjoy the delicious food and the friendly atmosphere
at the Dolphin. If anyone needs more information or
transportation to the Dolphin, please contact Artemis
Martakis @ (508) 785-0045. The Senior Guild hopes to
see you there!

Parish Council Elections
Reminder Elections to the St. Demetrios Church
Parish Council shall be held on
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Anyone interested in undertaking this important
parish ministry is requested to complete the Candidates
for the Parish Council form that was emailed to the parish
(also available in the church office) and should return the
completed form to the church office for delivery to the

Board of Election by Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 6
pm.
All individuals interested in being candidates must be
members in good standing of the St. Demetrios Church
for at least one year prior to election. All candidates must
attend a Leadership Seminar to be conducted by Fr. Nick
and Fr. Vinnie in which the Uniform Parish Regulations
and the Oath of Office shall be discussed.
The Leadership Seminar shall be held at 6:30 pm on
December 13, 2018 in the Conference Room of
St. Demetrios.
Any questions concerning the foregoing can be addressed
to any member of the Board of Election by phone or
email.
Peter J. Bassett:
pjb@bristolproperty.com/617-266-9200
Tom Gennis:
tgg538@gmail.com/508-650-3869
Michael S. Sophocles:
mssophocles@gmail.com/857-891-0038
We look forward to your participation in this essential
church ministry.
Respectfully,
Board of Elections
Peter J. Bassett

Thomas Gennis

Michael S. Sophocles

Parish Directory Ads
Who: Any business (Greek or non Greek) that would
like to do business with our parishioners. Any business
that would like to express their best wishes for our 60th
Anniversary.

We ask all parishioners to contact any businesses that they
have used, and are pleased with their services, to inquire
if they would like to take advantage of our advertising
opportunity.

Why: To help the cost of publishing a directory that is to
be distributed to all of the 600+ families at St. Demetrios.
Our directory will not be modified for at least 4 years so it
is a great value.

We ask that any parishioner with a business support our
church by placing a business ad or their best wishes in our
directory.

When: Place your ad now. All directory covers have been
taken.
The Vine: December 2018/January 2019

Advertising forms can be found on the church website.
For more information contact Georgia Gefteas at
gaghome1@gmail.com
p. 10

news & events

“For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon
His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
—Isaiah 9:6

St. Barbara the Great Martyr
December 4
Saint Barbara was from Heliopolis of
Phoenicia and lived during the reign of
Maximian.
She was the daughter of a certain idolater
named Dioscorus. When Barbara came of
age, she was enlightened in her pure heart
and secretly believed in the Holy Trinity.
About this time Dioscorus began building a bath-house;
before it was finished he was required to go away to attend
to certain matters, and in his absence Barbara directed
the workmen to build a third window in addition to the
two her Father had commanded. She also inscribed the
sign of the Cross with her finger upon the marble of the
bath-house, leaving the saving sign cut as deeply into the
marble as if it had been done with an iron tool. (When the
Synaxarion of Saint Barbara was written, the marble of
the bath-house and the cross inscribed by Saint Barbara
were still preserved, and many healings were worked there.)
When Dioscorus returned, he asked why the third window
had been added; Barbara began to declare to him the
mystery of the Trinity. Because she refused to renounce
her faith, Dioscorus tortured Barbara inhumanely, and after
subjecting her to many sufferings he beheaded her with his
own hands, in the year 290.
p. 11
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announcements
Altar flowers were generously donated
by the following parishioners:

November 4- In loving
memory of Charles
Sarantos from Patti
Dukakis.
November 25- From
Amalie George in
memory of her father,
George George.

The daughter of Kostas and Kristina
Papakonstantinou was baptized on Saturday,
November 3rd and named Iliana. The
sponsor was Eugenia Andrade.
The daughter of Jason and Chelsea
Malinowski was baptized on Sunday,
November 18th and named Olivia. The
sponsor was Olivia Malinowski.

Funerals
Chrisanthe G. Sprages of
Milford, October 30
Olga K. Geanacopulos of
Newton, November 17
May their memory be eternal!

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
57 Brown Street
W e st o n , MA 0 2 4 9 3

Altar Flowers

Baptisms

