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Fr. Nick’s Message
Jesus said,
“I am the vine;
you are the
branches.
If a man remains
in me and I in him,
he will bear
much fruit.”
(John 15:5)
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Bag of Blessings
Dear Parishioners,
This year is still young and there is still time to realize the changes we hope
to see in our lives. We begin enthusiastically but as we meet hurdles and challenges
we forget the many blessings we have to carry us through each day. There is a storya legend- that has helped me and perhaps may help you as it reminds us of the
blessings along our journey to His Kingdom. I offer it to you below.
The legend is told of the servant whose master left him a bag of blessings when
he died. The bag will always be full said the master if you remember the four
magic words. The servant went off so delighted as he partook of the blessings of
the bag.
But finally he came to the point where the bag was nearly empty. He had
taken his blessings for granted so long he had forgotten the words that would
refill it. He anxiously sought for advice. One said, “Maybe the magic words are
I wish I had.” So he started shouting, “I wish I had, I wish I had as much as all
my neighbors have of health and wealth and such.” But his bag had no more
blessings than before. So he sought for other advice. “Perhaps, “said another, “the
magic words are, give me some more.” So he tried, “Give me some more, give me
some more, Oh, fill my bag of blessings up as full as it was before.” But the bag
remained empty.
He was sad as he sat by the road eating his last piece of bread. A poor waif of a
child came up to him and begged for a part of his bread. He forgot his own need
and gave the lad his bread. The boy said, “I thank Thee.” “That’s it, “the servant
shouted as he leaped to his feet. Those are the magic words. “I thank Thee Lord.”
And so he recited, “I thank Thee Lord, I thank Thee Lord once more, for all the
blessings in my bag, O Lord how great a store.” When he looked down the bag
was full once more.
As we journey this life we often encounter bumps in the road, which can direct
us off the narrow path leading to our Lord’s Kingdom. May these four simple words,
“I thank Thee, Lord,” replenish your bag of blessings to strengthen your heart, mind,
body, and soul to endure and persevere the challenges of this life.
With Love in the Lord,
Fr. Nick

Liturgical Schedule
Schedule of
Church Services

The Presentation of our Lord
February 2

Sunday Services
Orthos, 8:30; Divine Liturgy, 9:30
February 3- 16th Sunday of Matthew
February 10- Sunday of the Canaanite
February 17- Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
February 24- Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Midweek Services
February 6- Orthros & Divine Liturgy for St. Photios, 9am

The story of the Presentation is told in Luke
2:22-29. Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews and observed their religious customs. An important custom was for the
couple to take their first-born son to the Temple. The baby was taken to the Temple forty days after his birth and was
dedicated to God. In addition, if the parents were wealthy, they were to bring a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle
dove to be offered as a sacrifice at the Temple. The custom provided that if the parents were poor, they were to offer
two pigeons or two turtle doves for the sacrifice.
Joseph and Mary were not wealthy, so they took two turtle doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple.
As they arrived at the Temple, Mary and Joseph were met by a very old man named Simeon. He was a holy man and
was noted as a very intelligent scholar. Simeon spent much time studying about the prophets of Israel. It was during
his studies that he learned of the coming of the Messiah. The Jewish people were waiting for the Messiah to come and
deliver Israel from their conquerors. From that time on, Simeon spent his time praying for the Messiah to come. He
spent many years in prayer. Finally, while Simeon was praying he heard the voice of God. God promised Simeon that
he would not die until he had seen the Messiah.
When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in his arms and blessed the Lord and said: “Lord, now let Your
servant go in peace according to Your promise, because my eyes have seen Your salvation which you have prepared
before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory to your people Israel.”
Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess. She had been a widow for many years. Anna was about eightyfour years old and spent her time in the Temple worshiping, fasting, and praying. When she saw the Christ Child she
praised God and spoke of him to all who were awaiting the Messiah.
After Jesus was presented in the Temple, the family returned to Galilee to the town of Nazareth. The Bible tells
us that Jesus grew and became strong, and was filled with wisdom.
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Ministry Highlight

St. Nicholas Giving Tree

ST. DEMETRIOS CONNECTIONS

781-237-5561 | www.stdemetriosweston.org
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Fr. Vincent Minucci
Presbyter
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Marianne Kent
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Fr. Nicholas Krommydas, Presbyter
Fr. Vincent Minucci, Presbyter
Marianne Kent, Office Administrator
Nicholas Korderas, Sexton
Thomas Gatzunis, Parish Council President
Nikki Stounaras, Philoptochos President
Bookstore, Carol Loridas
Choir, Genie Leussis, Chris Tzellas, Athena Kalyvas
Faith and Works Ministries
St. Demetrios Inner-City Outreach, Peter Mitsakos
St. Nicholas Angel Tree, Nancy Agris Savage
YOCAMA, Jill Kovatsis
Peace Ministry, Peter Panagopoulos
IOCC, Andrea Katsenes
Habitat for Humanity, David Newkirk, Gina Pagonis
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour, St. Demetrios Philoptochos
Library, Cindi Dabrowski
Mailing Ministry, Portia Pantages
Orthodox Life Series, James Skedros
Byzantine Chant Ministry, Demetrios Constantine
Philoptochos Care Ministries
Hellenic Nursing Home, Pam Brody
Prayer-Shawl, Elaine Ward
Quiltathon, Debbie Morakis
Visitations, Valerie Wiegel
Prosfora Ministry, Christina Booth
Senior Guild, Artemis Martakis
Stewardship, Tom Camp
YOUTH
Altar Service, Chris Kourlos
Basketball, Jack Markis
Church School, Stavroula Gurguliatos
Church School Music Director, Jane Kourtis
GOYA, Fr. Vinnie and Jill Kovatsis
Jr. GOYA, Fr. Vinnie, Renee Vekiarides, Kelly Marks
JOY, Fr. Vinnie, Anastasia Smith
HOPE, Fr. Vinnie
Family First Friday, Pres. Nadia Minucci
Greek Folk Dancing, Margaret Talmers
Greek Language School, Avra Parpos
Young Professionals, Samuel Johnson

For the past 17 years the St.
Demetrios community has helped
over 3,500 children in the care
of the Department of Children
and Family Services during the
Christmas season.
This past year alone our
community gifted 200 boys and
girls in need.
This tremendous ministry is
run and organized by our beloved
Nancy Agris-Savage.
Thank you, Nancy, for all the work
that you do!
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youth
Church School
February 3
Church School Classes;
		
CS Staff Meeting
February 10
Church School Classes
February 17
Church School Classes; 		
			Triodion Begins
February 24
Church School Classes

“Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young...

Greek School
Greek School started the New Year with the Vasilopita
cutting. Father Vinnie discussed the significance of the
Theophany holiday, and also blessed all of the classrooms
and each of the Greek School students.

ORATORICAL FESTIVAL - The Oratorical
Festival for the Junior (grades 7-9) Division and Senior
(grades 10-12) Division will take place on Sunday,
March 10th, during their scheduled class time. Students
have already received information regarding the festival
topics. Please encourage your child to participate.
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...but set an example for the believers in speech, in
life, in love, in faith and in purity”
(1 Timothy 4:12)

youth

GOYA

Hope & JOY

Grades: 9-12

Grades: Pre-K-5

GOYA had a blast this month with our annual
Christmas party and Yankee Swap. A very special thank
you to the Polymeros family for opening their home to
our GOYA.

February means football and we’re so lucky that
the Patriots are once again in the Super Bowl. Our
annual GOYA Wing-a-Thon will take place on Super
Bowl Sunday, February 3rd. Get your wings, hot and
fresh in time for the big game. We need all GOYAns
on board though! We will have Wing-a-Thon prep on
February 1st at 6pm at St. Demetrios and we’ll need
everyone to help sell wings after Liturgy on Sunday!
Plans are in the works for a fun outing during
February break. We’re thinking Trampoline Park. Details
to follow soon. If you’re interested in staying in the
loop or joining GOYA, email Fr. Vinnie at frvincent@
stdemetriosweston.org or Jill Kovatsis ja.k@verizon.
net to get in the loop!! GOYA is open to all high school
students, grade 8-12

We hope you all can join us for a fun-filled,
energetic, social time at: Energy Fitness & Gymnastics
(1 H F Brown Way, Natick, MA) on Saturday, February
16th from 5:15 pm – 6:45 pm. This a fun, open gym
with traditional gymnastics equipment, mats galore,
trampolines, springboards, foam pits and plenty of space
to free-play and expend all that wonderful childhood
energy. This is for children ages 3 to 12. In addition,
they are going to put up the KIDDIEPILLAR
inflatable for us. (the children crawl through and traverse
some inflatable obstacles as they bounce through the
kiddiepillar). It is FREE to attend this event! Please
RSVP by February 8th, we need a head count so the
gym knows how many coaches to have for us. Every
child must have a waiver signed by their parent or
guardian to enter the gym. A parent must be in the gym
with children ages 3-4. For ages 4-12 parents can dropoff if they like. (Parents: there is free WiFi and a cardioexercise room if you wish to use it.)
Bring a water bottle, a snack for your child, and
maybe extra to share (it’s a nut-free facility). We will
have a 15 minute snack-time wrap up in the party room
at the end and a Valentine goodie-bag.
Hope you all can make it. For more details or
questions call Anastasia (617-834-3690) or email at
Anastasia@AnastasiaDesign.com

From January’s Vasilopita Event

Looking forward to a great month!

bAsketball
The 2018-19 Metropolis
of Boston basketball
season has passed the
midpoint. Each of our
five teams entered in the
league is enjoying strong
participation. Our Parish
Teams currently hold top
spots in the standings in
the three divisions; JOY,
p. 5

boys GOYA and girls
GOYA.
St. Demetrios continues
to host the Saturday JOY
games. The kids were
also able to enjoy games
at the Church of the
Annunciation in Brockton
one weekend.
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photos
Vasilopita Sunday

Christmas Tree Lighting and Gingerbread House
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Photos
Rise Against Hunger Event

Peace Ministry Event
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Christmas Village
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

February 2019
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Wing-A-Thon
Prep, 6 pm

3
Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 8:30 am
Church School
Church School
Staff Meeting
GOYA Wing-aThon
General
Assembly
Greek Dancing,
12 pm

4

10
Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 8:30 am
Church School
Greek Dancing,
12 pm
GOYA Navy/
Blue/Girls
Basketball Game
3pm/4 pm/5 pm

11

5

6- St. Photios

Greek School,
4 pm

Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 9 am

7

8

Saturday

2 Presentation of
our Lord
Agape Prayer
Group, 8:30 am
Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 9 am
GOYA Girls
Game, 4 pm
GOYA Navy, 5
pm

9

Family First Friday,
6:45 pm

Senior Guild Fun
and Games Event

12
Greek School,
4 pm

13
Parish Council
Meeting, 7 pm
Philoptochos
Board Meeting,
7 pm

14

15
MBC Winter
Camp

16
MBC Winter
Camp
Agape Prayer
Group, 8:30 am
Red Cross Blood
Drive, 10 am-3pm
HOPE and JOY
Event, 5:30 pm
Hellenic Nursing
Home, 2 pm

17

18

Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 8:30 am

MBC Winter
Camp

Church School

President’s Day

Peace Ministry
Event, 1 pm

Church Offices
Closed

19

20

21

22

23
Joy Blue/Navy
Basketball Game,
4 pm/5 pm

MBC Winter
Camp

24

25

Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 8:30 am

26

27

28

Greek Dancing,
4 pm

Greek Dancing,
12 pm
GOYA Navy/
Girls/Blue, 3 pm/4
pm/5 pm
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stewardship &
philoptochos
Philoptochos
Dear Philoptochos Members,
We are happy to report a
wonderful event Rise Up Against
Hunger that took place on January
12. Over 60 people from the parish
participated in this event. Our
volunteers packaged 10, 000 packets
in an hour and half. The packages
contained enriched rice, soy protein,
dried vegetables, and 23 essential
vitamins and nutrients. One packet
feeds 4-6 people and only costs $.34
cents.
The boxes of completed meals
make their way overseas to where
they are needed most. We will be
notified soon as to which country
the meals have been delivered.
They will be distributed to schools,
orphanages, clinics or vocational
centers.
We met our financial goal of
$3,451.68! Thank you to everyone
who participated with their time

and/or treasure.
Upcoming Events: February 10th
We are thrilled to announce
that the Philoptochos will be
hosting an event on February 10th.
After liturgy we will be screening
a 45 minute documentary in the
small hall entitled “Love to the
End.” The documentary illustrates
the deep commitment to the gospel
mandate that unites love of God
and love of neighbor as coming
from our modern day Saint Maria
Skobtsova (known as Mother Maria
Skobtsova), an Orthodox nun who
made her home in Paris a haven for
Jews during Nazi occupation. Please
come and join us light refreshments
will be served. The filmmaker
Anberin Pasha will be with us to
answer any questions. Admission is
free. We would like to get an idea of
how many will attend please pass by

our Philoptochos table and sign up
for the documentary.
Save the date March 3, Apokreatiko
Glendi following Liturgy. Bring
the family dance, eat and have a
wonderful community fellowship.
Save the date for our Philoptochos
retreat on March 22-23, “The
Kingdom of God is Within You” pass
by our Philoptochos table and sign
up.
Philoptochos wants to take this
time to thank you for your love and
support.
Love in Christ,
Nikki Stournaras
President

STewardship
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
The 60th year in the life of
St. Demetrios is well under way.
During this very important year,
as we celebrate the past and lay
foundations for the future, let us
reflect for a moment on what our
church means to us, our families and
our community as a whole. Let us
remember the time we have spent
in church praying, connecting with
God, getting inspired by sermons,
attending services and receiving
sacraments. Let us also remember
the many ministries which are
part of the fabric of our life and
serve every member of our church
community and beyond.
Welcoming new parishioners
There is no better way to
express our gratitude to our church
and display our core values as a
Christian community than by
extending a warm welcome to the
newest members of our church
p. 9

every week. During the last few
years we have been blessed with a
number of new parishioners, many
of whom are young people with
young families. The presence of
so many children during Sunday
liturgies is heartwarming, especially
in the face of all the challenges
young families face with so many
commitments and so little time.
Recognizing the need to embrace
our new parishioners, the parish
council has formed a Welcoming
Committee which has taken on the
task of welcoming new members
and helping them integrate within
our community. Let’s all help the
work of this committee by taking
the initiative to introduce ourselves
and greet unfamiliar faces at church
and during coffee hour every week.
Actively strengthening the St.
Demetrios community is a form of
stewardship to our church, one of
the many ways we can express our
gratitude for everything we have

been blessed with.
Financial update
Last year was a very strong
year in terms of stewardship. Our
faithful parishioners donated
$594,000 for the operations of the
church against annual operating
expenses of $884,000. Stewardship
covered 67% of the needs of our
church with the remainder coming
from other sources. Let us make
this 60th anniversary of our beloved
St. Demetrios a very special one
by taking one more step towards
our goal of funding 100% of the
expenses of our ministries through
stewardship. As challenging as this
goal may be, it is not beyond reach
for our wonderful community.
In Christ,
Dimitri Georgakopoulos
Stewardship Chair
Georgakopoulos.dimitri@gmail.com
The Vine: February 2019

news & events
Events & Announcements
Senior Guild
Dear Senior Guild Members,
The Senior Guild will be having a Fun and
Games Day on February 6 (weather permitting) after
Divine Liturgy. We will be playing BINGO or watch a
movie. You do not need to bring anything. The Senior
Guild hopes to see you there!
Sincerely yours,
Artemis Martakis

THE Fr. Manikas LIBRARY
Books of the Month:
Encountering the Mystery by His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Catalog #A
Orthodoxy is neither just a theological system

nor just a set of liturgical disciplines; it is a perspective
of Spirit-led insight that transforms both vision and
action. The text first introduces readers to the tenets
and values of the Orthodox Church, then prompts us
to think deeply about the nature of the world in which
we live.
If you are looking for a specific book see Cindi
Dabrowski during coffee hour or leave a note in the
basket near the Card Catalog in the librbary. Please
include your telephone number so I may contact you.
The library is opened every Sunday after Liturgy.
However, you are welcomed to visit the library when
the Church office is opened. As outlined in the Library
Policies and Procedures please fill out both cards and
leave the orange card in the metal box. Date is the
month and year when you borrow the book. This will
help us to keep track of our books. Remember, this
library is for you and your family.

~ Proudly Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary ~
PHILOPTOCHOS AWARDS HONOR PARISH YOUTH
FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, SERVICE & COMMITMENT

~ Deadline is April 19, 2019 ~
For the last four decades, the Philoptochos Society has presented more than 110 awards
to our community’s young people to recognize their accomplishments across a broad
spectrum of involvement from love of the arts, academic achievement, service to others
and more.
The scholarship funds were established in recognition of several of our community’s
most treasured former members by their families. Each is given with a particular
emphasis in the areas of life that were important to those in whose name the awards
are given.
40th James Salas/Maria Salas Papoulias ~ Academic Performance
33rd Nicholas and Effee Voss ~ Leadership & Scholastic Performance
15th Dr. Demetre/Ann Hoty Decaneas ~ Leadership & Community Service
13th Prof. Peter V. Nychis/Caylee Nychis-Florence ~ Social Justice & The Arts
6th Cynthia Speare Zervas ~ Excellence in Academics & Extra-Curricular
2nd Second Lieutenant Ian Thomas McVey USMC ~
Service and Devotion to St. Demetrios, Family and Community
2nd Bessie Coclin ~ Devotion to Orthodox Ministries &/or Love of Music
2nd Peter & Flora Souris ~ Giving Back to Church & Community

All awards are available to both graduate and undergraduate students and are to be used for any
educational expenses. Applicant or applicant’s family must have been members in good standing
of our parish for at least the last two years, must be enrolled or accepted into a degree-granting,
accredited college/university in the U.S. and must be a U.S. citizen.
The deadline for applications is Friday, April 19, 2019.  The awards will be presented on
Sunday, June 16, 2019 during a special ceremony following Divine Liturgy. Applications may be
obtained: 1) on the Philoptochos page of the parish website by going to Resources & Scholarships
at: http://www.stdemetriosweston.org/philoptochos/ 2) by email request to Kathy Hamilton at
vlahakes@comcast.net or 3) by calling the church office at 781-237-5561 to have one mailed to
you. Questions may be directed to Nancy Agris Savage at 508-652-9020.
Nancy Agris Savage, Chair; Jean Speare Canellos, Philippa Condakes,
Amalie George, Kathleen Hamilton, Athena Kalyvas, Carol Loridas,
Mary Ann Pappanikou, Nikki Stournaras, Ex Officio and Jennifer Zannetos
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news & events
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
Start of Triodion
The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the first Sunday of a
three-week period prior to the commencement of Great Lent. It marks
the beginning of a time of preparation for the spiritual journey of Lent,
a time for Orthodox Christians to draw closer to God through worship,
prayer, fasting, and acts of charity. It is also on this day that the Triodion is
introduced, a liturgical book that contains the services from this Sunday, the
tenth before Pascha (Easter), to Great and Holy Saturday.
Icon of the Feast
The icon of the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee shows both
men in the manner in which they enter the temple to pray. The Pharisee
goes to a very prominent place where others will see him. The positions
of his hands indicate that he is addressing God by speaking of his stature
and accomplishments. In contrast, the Publican enters and remains in a
low place, far from the holiest parts of the temple. His posture shows his
openness to God, his humility, and his petition for mercy.
The icon also shows the state of both men as they leave the temple.
Following the words of Christ in Luke 18:14, the Publican has now been
exalted in the kingdom of God because of his humility. He leaves the temple
forgiven, and he shows that he remains open to the will of God. In contrast,
the Pharisee leaves the temple unjustified, still in need of forgiveness.
Because of his pride and lack of repentance, he will be humbled before God,
the One who knows the condition of each person’s soul and who will offer
the gift of salvation to those who come to Him in true repentance.

Lenten Retreats
With Lent around the
corner, we will be holding a
number of spiritual lectures
and a Lenten retreat over
the months of March
and April. Please join us
each Monday evening
throughout Lent for
Great Compline followed
by a Lenten lecture and
discussion. On April 6th
we will be hosting a Lenten
District Wide Retreat. A flyer and more details will
follow soon. For any questions please contact Fr. Vinnie
at frvincent@stdemetriosweston.org
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announcements
Altar Flowers
Altar flowers were generously
donated by the following
parishioners:

December 2- In loving memory of
Chrisanthe Sparages from her family.

Baptisms
The son of Julian Simo and Ana
Alikaj was baptized on Sunday,
January 12th and named
Apostol. The sponsor was
Athanasios and Vassiliki Zavras.

Funerals
Nicholas J. Mandonas of
Sudbury, December 27
May his memory be eternal!

In memory of Panela Manikas from her
parents Fr. Manikas and Pres. Effie.
December 16- From Maria Vrattos in
memory of her parents Helen and Steve.
January 13- In memory of James
( Jimmy) Philopoulos from his parents.
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