Nightcliff Uniting News

ACTIVITIES THIS W EEK
SUN 27th

10am – 11am

Worship Service

TUES 29th

5pm - 7pm

Op-shop sorting

27th November 2016
Welcome to Nightcliff Uniting Church

An alternative Resource Community and Church of Sanctuary

WED 30th

9am – 12noon

Op-Shop sorting

FRI 2nd

9am - 12noon
4pm – 6pm

Op-shop setup
Op-Shop open

SAT 3rd

9am – 2pm
9:30am –11.30am
9:30am – 12:30pm

Op-Shop open
Frilly’s + Produce Swap
Children’s Advent Workshop
@ Darwin Memorial Uniting
Church

10am – 11am

Worship Service

SUN 4th

Spaciousness, Connectivity, Hospitality, Discernment, Sustainability
Sister church with Milingimbi and Ramingining

ROSTER
Worship Leader

27th November
Basil

4th December
Basil

11th December
Felicity

Children in
Worship
Kerygma

Felicity

Felicity

Helen

Basil

Elizabeth

Ian O’Reilly

Morning Tea

Helen and Ben

Amanda & Lily

Howard

Counting
Op Shop (Fri)
Op Shop (Sat)
Frilly’s Team

Russell
Betty R
Grazyna, Clare,
Susan
Penny’s Team

Fiona, Eve
Bridie, Heather,
Lolla, Carly
Lucy’s Team

Helen, Clare
Veronica,
Maude, Barbara
Henry’s Team

TMP Swap Table

Lia

Niki

Lucy

God’s Path of
Peace
The prophet Isaiah
challenges and inspires us
with images of what it
looks like to cease war
and learn peace.

Worship Times
Sunday 8am – Bahasa
Sunday 10am – English
Taize Candlelight - 1st Sunday
of each month 7:30pm
READINGS
Isaiah 2:1–5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11–14
Matthew 24:36–44

NIGHTCLIFF UNITING CHURCH
Address: 21 Cummins St, Nightcliff
Postal Address: PO Box 1047,
Nightcliff, NT 0814
Minister: Rev. Basil Schild
(0421378907 or 89855700)

basil.schild@ns.uca.org.au
Newsletter Editor:
nucnewseditor@gmail.com
Website:
http://nightcliffunitingchurch.org

quote corner
“We have no right to keep
caressing our own soul, to
stay locked up in our own
little tiny bubble.”
- Jorge Bergoglio, Pope
Francis
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Spirit Sightings are intended to lift up international news stories and current events, linking
these to the lectionary passages for each Sunday.

God’s Path to Peace - From Sandra Rooney
As Americans come to grips with the
results of a very acrimonious presidential
campaign rife with charges of racism, and
with an environment of increasing racial
tensions following police shootings of
young black men, we are all called to
examine the fractures and animosities in
our communities and nations. And to
heed the injunction “to be the change you
want to see.”
Earlier this fall, CBS aired the report of a
modest yet ambitious program at
Congregational Community Church in
Sunnyvale, California. Starting a year
ago, Pastor Ron Buford called on his
parishioners to courageously gather
together to examine their own
unconscious prejudices and racial biases.
The program, Racists Anonymous,
follows a familiar 12-step approach, and
focuses on the individual. The goal is to
abolish racism in their community by first
eliminating it in themselves. Doing that
begins with the acknowledgment that “we
often don’t realize we’re being racist,”
Buford said. “The reality is that the white
experience in America, the black or
brown experience in America, are so
radically different that there is no way
that the person who is white could even
understand what’s happening to the black

person, except it’s starting to happen.
So I think people are coming to a place
of discovery.”
With the election of Barack Obama
eight years ago, many in the U.S.
thought they had put racism behind
them. We know now that it wasn’t true.
“The first step is that you have to
acknowledge that you have a problem,”
Buford said, something “we as
Americans don’t want to do.” We want
to say it’s someone else. “We all swim
in this culture of racism,” according to
Buford. “It’s impossible to not be racist
to some degree.”
Buford, who is African American, says
a person of any race could benefit from
this format of self-reflection. The
Sunnyvale group includes members
who are white, black, and Asian, though
most have been white. Meeting weekly,
people confidentially share their
thoughts and experiences with race,
including thoughts or feelings they may
have in the course of their daily lives,
which they may come to realize are, in
fact, racist. Since the program at
Sunnyvale began, more than 50
churches in 22 states have requested
materials to start their own groups.

Prayer Links…
Merciful God, lead us out of pessimism into hope. May we have the courage to face the
shadow side of our own souls and confront the ways we may be part of the problem. Fill
us with your spirit that we may walk in your ways and be a light in the darkness. Amen.

Christmas Bowl Appeal
Appeal Envelopes for the 2016
Christmas Bowl appeal are available
from the back of the Church. This year
appeal envelopes can be sent directly to
the appeal. Our Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day offering will also be part
of our contribution.
Christmas Services
NUC Christmas Services for 2016:
 Christmas Eve 7pm. Nativity and
Reflection
 Christmas Day 9am Reflection
and Readings

Our Minister Basil is on leave.
Basil and Anouk are travelling to
NSW to accompany Lisa and Luca
through Luca’s recovery from an
operation at the Sydney Children’s
Hospital and will be away from
Monday 28th November until Monday
12th December.
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Last NUC Reflection for 2016
Tuesday 13th December
starting earlier at 6pm -please
bring some food to share
Shalom!
NUC Christmas Band Rehearsal.

All musicians welcome!
Sat December 17th 4pm at NUC
NUC Christmas Tree Making!
Please keep your eye out for
palm seed branches that we will use
to build our christmas tree.
They can be left at the NUC anytime
up till Sunday the 18th December.
Children’s Advent Workshop
Drama, Craft, Song on Saturday 3rd
December from 9.30am-12.30pm
Darwin Memorial Uniting Church
78 Smith St
$5 per child, includes sausage sizzle
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We pray for the wellbeing of the communities of Milingimbi and
Ramingining and for all our indigenous sisters and brothers.
We pray for those in our community who are not well, and for
their families; Deanne Roberts, Helen Richmond’s niece Sarah,
Elizabeth and Raymond Taylor, Karen Kadiba, Luca Stefanoff,
and Mowula Dhurrkay and Glen and Stephen from Nagandji-Ba
Hostel.
For Asylum seekers facing deportation to Nauru and Manus
Island.
We pray for Angela Nicholl’s son Ethan, for his wellbeing,
growth and happiness, and for Shirley Downing’s grandson,
Ryan Palmer.
For all who are mourning in our community.
We pray for Angela Nicholls, Leith, Ethan and Keanu as they
mourn the death of their baby brother Braxton.
We pray for the people of Papua, for freedom of expression, for
human rights, and for justice

