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  Date  Meeting No.   Start  End  Next Meeting        Time 

01-23-2012 2012-02 7:30 10:45 01-30-12 7:30 p.m. 

Attendees  Laureen Cox, Ronald Wimett, Richard Collitt, Selectboard; Alison Joseph, Board clerk 

Visitors  Bill Pierce, Facilities coordinator 

Minutes Approved and signed minutes of 01-09-12. 

Approval / Actions Approved 2012 liquor license for the Ripton Store. 

Approved 2012 tobacco license for the Ripton Store. 

Approved a 4
th
 stop sign for the intersection of Natural Turnpike, Peddlers Bridge Rd., and 

Chandler Hill Rd. 

Approved that Julie Allen clean the town office at $30 per cleaning, twice per month. 

Approved to participate in the Municipal Street Lighting Initiative to upgrade existing lights 

to LED models.  

Orders Reviewed and signed: Roads: $8,586.16; General Fund:  $18,893.67. 

DISCUSSION with visitors 

Town buildings Bill Pierce showed the repairs made to the former kitchen on the 2
nd

 floor of the town office 

building. The Board decided to make the space useable by patching and painting; fixing the 

floor, window, door, and possibly an outlet and lights. An estimate for the 2012 budget will 

be requested. 

 

At the meeting of 01-09-12 Mr. Pierce proposed improvements to the Community House 

kitchen including: new flooring, covering the existing countertops, painting, replacing miss-

ing glass on light fixtures, and a new refrigerator. Discussion at this meeting indicated that 

these improvements are not essential but are to keep the building well-maintained. The most 

urgent item is a new refrigerator, which had been budgeted for in previous years. A refrige-

rator will be purchased when one is available at HOPE.  

 

Cleaning was also discussed at the 01-09-12 meeting. Mr. Mike’s Cleaning Service pro-

vided costs for cleaning the town office at $52 per week, $2,704 per year, and for the Com-

munity House at $65 per cleaning.  At this meeting the cost of cleaning the town office 

every other week was provided: $75 per cleaning, $1,950 per year. Alison Joseph met with 

Julie Allen who remained firm in her decision to resign from cleaning the community 

house. Julie is willing to continue to clean the town office with the addition of cleaning the 

stairwell and specific tasks from a list for $30 per cleaning. The Board prefers to hire resi-

dents for the cleaning jobs. Julie Allen will continue to clean the town office cleaning, and 

another resident will be hired to clean the community house.  

 

The town clerk left a message with Vermont Correctional Industries to inquire about their 

office planning and furnishing services.  

ROADS 

General Sanding and plowing, particularly sanding, remain the main activities.  

Road grants The town was asked for an additional signature, which Laurie Cox provided, for the Better 

Backroads grant application. This indicates the application for replacement of a culvert near 

398 Natural Turnpike is making its way through the review process.  

August 28, 2011 

flood; Tropical  

storm Irene 

At a meeting on Jan. 19
th
, Tim Bouton from ACRPC, and Jeff Steblein a consultant with the 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, reviewed Ripton projects and believed some of those 

verbally stated ineligible for FEMA 406 funds, should be eligible. They suggested thorough 

documentation and a request for written decisions, and that an additional letter of intent be 

submitted. A letter of intent for HMGP grants for Frost Road, and possibly Barker Rd. and 

Chandler Hill Rd., will be submitted. 

All property owners billed for emergency access repairs have paid. FEMA reimbursement is 

not yet received.  
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 OLD BUSINESS 

Town report To make the budget report easier to understand, the treasurer proposes separating education 

tax and municipal tax as tax payments are entered in 2012, and creating a liability fund for 

education taxes.  

A draft of the 2012 budget was discussed and road items added. Revisions will be made for 

further discussion at the next meeting. A Special Meeting will be held 01-30-11 to finalize 

the budget and warning.  

The audit went well. The treasurer received and reviewed a draft, and requested the select-

board budget narrative. It will be provided by 01-27-12 so that the audit may be completed.  

The selectboard received a cash flow analysis report from the auditors which answered their 

questions about cash flow. 

School speed zone A draft of the ordinance was reviewed and will be sent to Sheriff Coons for comment.  

 Private road emerg. 

work agreement  

A revised cover letter was approved and will be sent to property owners. Three property 

owners filed agreements. 

PACE Property Assessed Clean Energy: Peter Adamczyk of the Vermont Energy Investment Corp. 

gave a presentation about the PACE program on 01-17-12. Thirteen residents attended.  An 

article asking if the town will approve a PACE district will be drafted for the town meeting 

warning.  

Stop sign request, 3-4 

way stop 

The intersection at Natural Turnpike, Peddlers Bridge Road, and Chandler Hill Road was 

made a 3-way intersection per meetings of 03-28-11 and 04-11-11. Some find this confus-

ing. A 4-way stop was approved.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Town officers Joyce Dicianna is moderator for the upcoming town meeting but is not running for another 

term. Petitions from those running for office are due Jan 30
th
.  

Steam Mill gravel pit  The selectboard was not sent a USFS decision memo about the Steam Mill Road gravel pit 

proposal, but reviewed a copy sent to the planning commission. The board will send a letter 

to the USFS stating that traffic should be via Steam Mill Road, not Natural Turnpike. 

Street lights Efficiency Vermont and CVPS are partnering to replace existing street lights with more ef-

ficient LED lights and eliminate unnecessary lights. The clerk will contact Efficiency Ver-

mont about their Municipal Street Lighting Initiative.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sand Hill Bridge There is a public information meeting about the 2014 bridge construction, 01-25-12, 6:30 

p.m. at the Ilsley Library Meeting Room.  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Received and reviewed from: treasurer, Angolano & Co., VLCT, Sheriff’s office 

 

 

 

 

       Laureen Cox                                        Ronald Wimett                  Richard Collitt 

 


