Ripton Cemetery Association and proposed Cemetery Commission

The Ripton Cemetery Association, chartered in 1939, oversaw Ripton’s four public cemeteries for many years.
During the 1970s, with dwindling participation and funds, members (plot owners) approached the selectboard about
transferring cemetery care to the town. The selectboard was receptive and at a special town meeting in November
1977 voters approved funds for public burial grounds. The town attorney wrote to the Association advising that
they meet and legally vote whether or not to disband. No record of such a meeting has been found. The cemetery
association continued to meet sporadically after 1977 and filed a “Nonprofit Biennial Report Form” with the
secretary of state through 2013.

In recent years, Bonnie Swan, cemetery sexton and president of the association, managed the cemeteries with
maintenance assistance by Chris Smith, paid from a stock mutual fund owned by the association. The fund allows
for basic maintenance but not for major projects. When Bonnie was contacted in May 2013 about re-setting tipped
headstones, she spoke of lack of money for such work, few remaining plots to sell and the need for expansion, and
about reorganizing as a cemetery commission to get more people involved and funds raised.

Since May 13th, the selectboard discussed Ripton’s cemeteries at eleven different meetings in 2013. Perry Hanson
led two informal meetings at the Community House for residents to discuss cemeteries. These discussions were
followed on October 10th by a duly warned Ripton Cemetery Association meeting called by three association
members to vote on the dissolution and transfer of its assets to the town. The association voted unanimously to
approve both the dissolution and transfer of assets.

Following this vote, the selectboard proposed that the town establish a 5-member cemetery commission at the
March 2014 town meeting, with Australian ballot vote of 5 commissioners to follow. In the interim, Bonnie Swan
was asked to continue as cemetery sexton with authority to sell plots, and the town treasurer continued the practice,
started in 1987, of overseeing the Cemetery Fund. At their October 28" meeting, the selectboard approved mailing
a cemetery questionnaire composed by Charles Billings to all residents and landowners. The board also encouraged
the exploration for additional land at Cook and Galvin cemeteries.

United Way Day of Caring volunteers, Megan Battey and David Lacey, spent an October day here cleaning stones
with Bonnie Swan, Charles Billings and Perry Hanson. Megan and David offered to return in the spring with a
group of college students, possibly to clean all of the stones at Cushman Cemetery.

Cemetery Questionnaire Summary. In November 2013 a questionnaire concerning Ripton’s cemeteries was sent
to all residents and landowners. It contained 18 yes or no questions, plus a 1 to 10 scale rating (1= not strongly to
10 = very strongly) of how strongly a respondent felt about each question. Sixty-eight questionnaires were returned.
The results are summarized here and in the table on the next page. A significant majority: feel it is important to
maintain our cemeteries and find more space; support expansion at the Cook Cemetery on Natural Turnpike and
Galvin Cemetery on Rt. 125. A majority disagree that cemeteries should be funded solely from private donations or
solely from taxes. While a majority agree to donate to support the cemeteries (58.5%), a larger majority (88.1%)
want the cemeteries to be funded by a combination of taxes, donations and burial plot sales. Just over 1/3 of
respondents have a relative/ancestor buried in a Ripton cemetery, and just over 1/4 either have a burial plot here or
a family member who does. Almost 1/2 of those who answered whether they or a family member will eventually
want to purchase a plot said yes, of those 24 chose Cook and 4 chose Galvin. Almost 3/4 would like rules for
decorations. Two-thirds rejected the proposition that only residents be allowed a burial plot; 77.1% believed that
someone with a relative buried in Ripton should also be able to have a plot. However, 51.5% of people want
limitations on who may purchase a plot when additional land is available. Finally, just over 1/3 said they are willing
to volunteer to help with cemetery needs.



€L %LT9 S'9 %ELE
8  %S'TS 19 %S'8p
VL %L 59 %ELL
1'8 %0°'ST 89 %0SL
L9 %L99 T'L %E'EE
L %eLZ L8 %LU

Ulnjed 104 & '8 ) 00D 104 H2
¥8 %LES 6L %EI
L8 %I'EL 88 %69
06 %LP9 06 %ESE
16 %6'TT £8 %I'88
L'L  %6'EL 99 %T'9T
6’9 %S'TFr 09 %S'8S
6’9 %6'€E9 B8'S %I'9E
19 %88 FL %WITL
'8 %CET  +'8 %898
€8 %e'rT '8 %I'S8
L %0'6 9'8 %016

4391008 ON % 4421008 S3A %

:oz- u><

S\ IAY

(*Sunofreq I12U0ISSIWIWOI 10] 3IBQ Y] U0 ") 938) £SLIIAWAD A1) JO SPaau aInnj pue JuaLind yyim diay o) 1aajunjoa 07 Sulfim aq nok pinop
JoIqelieAe apewt st puef £1239w20 J1 uoydry urjoid [ering e aseyoand 03 a[qe aq ‘dane[aa 1o £y1adoad ‘Aouapisal Jo ssa[presdal ‘Duofue p[noys
i101d e Ang 01 pamo[[e aq 431 p[noys ‘a4ay paLing aane[a.l e sey ing ‘uoidry Jo juapisal e jou si pue 1aumo A11adoad e jou S| auoawos J
isiuapisal uoidry Jou aue oym siaumo L11adoad 03 ajqerreae aq osfe syo[d [eLIng pnoys

£SIUIPISaT u0ldny 03 PAIIWI] 2q SALIIRAWD uoydRy ul S[erIng pnoys

£°019 ‘sjuawnuowt Jupy[e) ‘saady/saysnq ‘sjysi| ‘sanjeis—Ara1awad ayy ur Ind Jou ppnoys auo Jey) suIy) 10j SINI aq 213Y3 p[noys

(19130 10 ‘7T /uiApen ‘oxid 118N /3{00D) 9500 NoA pinom AI12109Wad YIIYM ‘SHA SI2A0qe T T Iaqunu 0] Iomsue ayl J|

Juoidny urjord [eLINg Mmau e juem pnom AJIe] InoA Jo Iaquioul e .10 noA et Juiyl nok op a1mnj ayy uf

{S311319W2) $,u01d1y JO 3U0 U S[RLING 21NINJ 10] WOoO0I Y1IM j0[d [eLINg € 2ARY A[IWE] IN0A JO I9qUIAL B S30P 10 NoA O]

£Sa11919Wa) S,u01dRy Jo auo ul paLing AJiwe] 10 S101S90UR 1noA Jo AUe a1y

JUMO], 21} W0JJ SUOTEDO[[e PUE SUOIeUODP 2)eAlld ‘Safes jo1d [eLIng Jo UOTIEUIqUIOD B AQ Papunj SaL1212Wad 3} 225 0] 1] NOA pnop

;saxey Maadoad ySnoay) umo) ayy £q AJo[0s papun] spaau ,$a11913Wad ayy aaey 03 19Ja.1d nok pinopy

£SAL1213WA0 3} JO uolsuedxa pue UOTIENSIUIWUPE ‘UOEI0ISAI ‘9IUBUIIUIRW JO 1502 aY) 1aA00 d[aY 0] UONBUOP B 33{ewW 0] SUI[[IM aq noA p[nom
;suoneuop ajearad woly A[9[0s papunj aq 11d1jap ay) p[noys sasuadxa [[8 10400 j0U 0p awooul a1ed [enjadiad + safesord [ering

i(sndureo JeoT pealg Jeau GZT 2InN0Y U0) A1912Wad UIA[ED 31} JO UoIsuedxa Jtoddns noA pinogm

¢(peoassodn) suiqqoy yum uonodunl ayy Jeau ayidwin |, [edmeN uo) A1919Wad j00o7) a Jo uoisuedxa 1roddns nok pinop

(punoj aq prnoys aoeds £1319WwWa0 mau jey) 2218k nok op ‘saliaawad s,uoydny ul 1ja] 20eds [eLINg 210U oU 10 A[NI] ST 21aY) JBY) UAAID
£Sa11019wa0 s,uoydny ureyurew o1 Jueltodu st 11 1ey) 2218e nok o(

:5]|nsay ﬂh_ﬁccomumwﬂ-d

[z R To Rt = T = =]
v | e g | g | g

m“Nmmsworoo o oOH



	09 Cemetery 2013
	10 Cemetery Questionaire

