
Town of Ripton, Vermont 

Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting 

 
Approximately 50 voters met at the Community House Monday evening February 29, 2016 to act upon 

articles 1-5 of the Town Meeting Warning. Selectboard members Laureen Cox, Richard Collitt and 

Ronald Wimett attended. Moderator Timothy Hanson called the meeting to order at 9:48 p.m. He read 

and called for vote on the following Articles, all of which passed by voice vote. 

 

Article 1:  Will the Town vote the sum of  $576,701.00 to pay Road and General Fund expenses for  

July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017, and pay outstanding orders or obligations of the Town, with interest, the tax 

rate on the 2016 Grand List to be determined by the Selectboard, divided as follows: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bryan Alexander and Barry King moved/seconded Article 1.  

 

Selectboard chair, Laurie Cox, explained the main difference between this budget and previous budgets is 

the addition of a line item in both the road and general funds for grant match requirements. Grant awards 

are made after budget preparation. In anticipation of grants, the line item is added and the contribution to 

the roads Major Project Fund is increased from $6,500 to $10,000.  Chairperson Cox asked for questions. 

Regarding possible grants for the town buildings, Charles Billings commented that the lower half of the 

town office was built in 1838 and may very well need structural improvement.  With no further 

questions/comment, the moderator read the question. 

 

The Article passed by voice vote.  

 

 

Article 2:  Will the Town vote the sum of $36,000.00 to the Ripton Volunteer Fire and First 

Response Department to help pay Fire and First Response expenses for July 1, 2016 - 

June 30, 2017?  

 

 Carol Ford and Barry King moved/seconded Article 2.  

 

Chief Erik Eriksen asked for questions, with none, he noted the passing of long-time member Ed Sullivan.  

Ed was a firefighter, EMT, wonderful friend, and renowned for teaching at the Fire Academy and 

Middlebury College J-term.  Chief Eriksen mentioned the need for volunteers – for all sorts of things.  

 

Article 2 passed by voice vote.  

 

 

Article 3: Will the Town have current property taxes collected by the Treasurer with a tax due date 

Thursday, November 3, 2016? 

 

Richard Ruane and David Harple moved/seconded Article 3.  

 

Ms. Cox explained this housekeeping article about tax collection. 

 

Article 3 was adopted by voice vote.  

Road/Highway Fund Costs  $263,601.00 

General Fund Costs $313,100.00 

Total $576,701.00 



 

 

Article 4: Will the Town vote a locally funded agreement to reduce the property tax for the Silver 

Towers Camp owned and operated by the Vermont Elks Association, Inc, to 33% of the 

total taxes that would be due?  

 

Anza Armstrong and Richard Ruane  moved/seconded Article 4.  

 

Ms. Cox introduced this housekeeping article to revote a local property tax exemption for the Silver 

Towers Camp owned by the Elks. The exemption results in taxpayers paying education tax on the exempt 

amount. State law about exemptions, the value of the exemption and impact on property tax, and 

charitable work done at the camp were described.  Participating in discussion were Mia Allen, Jeremy 

Grip, Jerry Shedd, and Alison Joseph Dickinson.  

 

Article 4 was adopted by voice vote.  

 

Article 5: Any other business proper to come before this meeting. 

 

Warren King announced a vacancy for the Planning Commission. Charles Billings 

described activities of the Ripton Historical Society, including preparation for this year’s 

Vermont History Expo with theme of the power of water, and welcomed people to join. 

Liz Walker spoke about the Cemetery Commission, maps, plots and the Hanson land 

donation.  

 

Hilda Billings requested an annual social event to commemorate the Town Charter. As 

our oldest member here since the horse and buggy days, Hilda recalled the once tumble-

down building where we gathered, how at 20-below the pastor laughed at children 

dressed as angels, and  day-long town meetings with a meal. 

 

Bryan Alexander  and Anza Armstrong  moved/seconded to adjourn at 10:02 p.m. 

 

The meeting was approved to adjourn and reconvene at 7:00 a.m. March 1, 2016 to elect officers and 

approve funding requests by Australian ballot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laureen Cox, Selectboard Chair          Timothy Hanson, Moderator  Alison J. Dickinson, Clerk                            

                                                            


