
Ripton Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes – April 25, 2016 
Mark and Barbara Nelson’s house 7 pm 
 
 
Present:  Zapata Courage, Becky Purdum, Martha McCaughin, Mark Nelson, Warren 
  King, Barry King 
Absent:  Nola Kevra, Jay Harrington 
 
1. Approval of minutes of 2 June 2015 – Mark moved, Zapata 2nd - unanimous 
 
2. Election of officers - After 22 years as Chair (initially of the Conservation Committee 
and then the Conservation Commission), Warren has decided to step down.  He 
proposed that Mark Nelson take over.  Barry seconded.  Unanimously approved.  
Warren was thanked for his years and years of service and we decided to have a cake 
for him at the next meeting.  Warren will check with AVCC whether they need to make a 
name change in their records.  Warren will also check to see whether we need other 
officers.  Barry agreed to keep taking minutes (although she’s happy to turn it over if 
anyone else wants it!) 
 
3. Prospective new members – We would like to advertise our one opening more 
widely.  A note in Front Porch Forum drew interest from 4 residents and we think 
additional people might be interested if they knew.  We’ll put a notice at Recycling and 
on bulletin boards. 
 
4. Regional gathering of conservation commissions – Mark, Martha and Barry briefed us 
on a gathering they attended in Salisbury a month ago.  Some ideas they noted were: 

• other towns have BIG budgets for conservation – and big needs. 
• there are some exciting, interesting things happening throughout the county 
• we could work together on some projects like a meeting for estate planning of 

large landowners.  Also possibly a conservation column in the Addy Indy.  Also 
educating Regional Planning about how they could utilize the expertise these 
groups have in each town. 

• we liked the idea of Welcome buckets.  Might be an effort of RCC and other local 
groups that would include information for new residents on how various things 
happen in Ripton (recycling etc.), info on permits, who to ask about certain 
things, something re town history etc. 

 
5. Possible activities for 2016  

• Birdwalk #3 (not at Frost Trail this year due to construction) Becky and the Kings 
will work on dates/details. 

• Bluebird Boxes for Breadloaf campus? Mark will check with Justin about 
feasibility of setting up some boxes.  If he agrees, then we will find a source of 
boxes (Zapata will check re Green Mt. Conservation Camp) and then try to solicit 
sponsorship from individuals/groups to pay for them.  Becky would take them 
down in winter if needed. 

• Visit to a beaver pond – Zapata will organize location/date/details. 



• Invasive Species removal – Warren will organize.  We’ll get our Wild Parsnip 
brochure out again. 

• Jacobs’ Ladder and/or Lady Slipper wetlands walk? 
 
6. Do we want to participate in Ripton’s program on composting yard waste by 1 July 
2016 and composting food waste by 1 July 2017? 

• We discussed the upcoming changes in what towns need to accept and the fact 
that we have a real need to plan a system, given Ripton’s open Recycling facility. 

• Warren will check with the Solid Waste District to see if there’s updated info. 
Barry and Warren will call a meeting in May for available RCC members plus 
other residents to help plan a system. Zapata suggested that UVM or Midd 
students might be able to help in the planning for 2017.  She will talk with a UVM 
contact; Barry will talk with a contact at Middlebury. Barry will put out something 
on the AVCC listserv to see what other towns in comparable situations are doing. 

 
7. Other business  

• Discussed potential for solar projects.  Warren will send out to the RCC the solar 
siting standards that the Ripton Energy Ctte. developed for the Town Plan. 

• Next meeting will be in June.  Mark will send a Doodle. 
 
 


