MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN_MEETING 1992

The Heeting was called o order by Moderator Freeman Alleo at 9:0%om,
immediately aftar the School Ristrict Meeting.

article 1. To act upon the raports ot the Town officer«.

Movad by Ida Steinzor and seconded. There was no dizcusoion. tuestion
valled by Ida Steinror and s=sconded, and voted in the affirmative.

article 2. Will the Town vote the ~um of $148,515.23 (apprevimataly
$87.,000 to be raised by texns) to pay Genersl Fund and Roud supenses Tor
tha ansuing year, & pay outstanding orders or obligations of the Town.
with interast, the tax rete on the 1997 Grand list to be determined by
the Selectmenr, divided as followa?

a) Roads, including winter work...$83,400.00
b) General Fund costs............ $65,115.23

Article mover by Hal Reed and scconded.

Mr. Collitt acked how the Town is doing in its ongoing tax dispute with
Middlebury College. Mr. Ford said that the Town hasn’t won yet, nor has
it loot He said that two of the Selactmon and the Clerk had gons to
Hormtpelier to testify to a sub-vommittee of the Senate Fimance Committee,
and the Clerk has testified to a sub-committee of the Y=nate Finance
Committee, on H?28, the proposed law that would alter the terme of
proparty held in trust, on which mozt of the Town’: case againet the
College is based. It scems as though the language adverna to the Town
will not be included in the Szpate bill, and as a conseguence hoth the
Town and the College will he playing by the original rules. #Mr. Ford
atlcied that the College had paid their entirme tax bill under protact on
Novembar lst. and that the Town had invested it in a CD, since there wao
no certainty that all of thic moncy would come to the Town. Tha Town i:
now at the RCA hearing stage, with =some of the inspeotionsz made. ang A
faw more to do. Once thase ingpecticons are done, the whole thing will
prohably end up in court. Mr. Ford indicated that the goard would
consider a ireasonabls sattlemnent offer from the Colleye, but so var they
have madse none

Mr. Burridgs askerd if any other Towns were involved in this iscue. MHr
Ford sald that there are no othor Towne what have trust property, oo that
the specitic trust issue is unigue to Ripton. However, Mr. Ford said
that the Clark had bean contacted by a Middlebury re-ident who wanted the
history of the dispute between Ripton and the College =¢ that he could
bring the issue up at the Middlebury town meeting.

R 3tedinzor asked if the Town would be making & mistake to settle with
the Collegm, If the Town’s case is strong, why would the Town take
anvthing l=se than 100%: Mr. Ford said that the Board would consider any
offer from the College that was high enough, in order to minimize the
chancas of loosing in court.

Mr. Ford said that the Board intends to continue to puirsue thic issus,
and is interected in the opinion of the Town as to whethar or not they
should. Therse appeared to be a general approval of eontinuing with
the cour=e that the Brmard has taken. though no specific stiraw voie was
taken.



John terrill acked iT the taxes paid by the College was Tigured in the
biviget for thic year. Ms. Cow answerad that it was not; that the furds
wera dnvected in a G0, and would not be touched unless the Town won in
colit. That way, even if the Town were to looce evarything in court,
there would not he a large sum of money Lo pay back to the College - it
wolld already b= availasble,

Carel. Ford, School Board Chair, noted that the tax otatus of the college
doa= affmct State of Yermont Aid to Fducation If the College nroparty
iz tound to be taxable, then the Town would looce o significant amount of
state aid; if it is not taxable, then we would get more state ald The:
Town and the School are trving to get clecr what hapopen= if the Town
loses in court, and the state aid for 1992 is redused because the (ollege
iz on the Grand List. The answer ic not alear right now. The Eeoard made
it clear that if the College gives a gift in lieu of taxes (as opposed to
taxes) to the Town the State alid would contime at the higher lavel.

Paul Berkner asked what the Town had spent in legal ftess to date. The
Clerk responded that 1o date he cost was between $6,000 and $8.000. HMr.
Ford said that once the case gets into court thic amount would increase

rapidly

arthur Lord said that the principle of fairness in taxation is at issua.
He cald that Champlain College paye taxes to the City of Burlington, so
Middlehury should nay Ripton. The College is a business and like any
othar chould pay taxes,

Joyce DiCianna mentioned that she had read the recent article and the
gditorial in the Addison Independent, and folt that the Town should
respord to it to clear up matters of fact and enphasis, and to =snt oul
the Town’s point of viaw. The Board said that they planned to write a
FESPONse ,

Onee the discussion of the Colleaw was over, Mr. Ford brierly reviewed

the budget proposal for 1992, Therm wers few questione. M. Collitt asked
what the plans werae for the old oftice. HMr. Ford said that the Board
plarmed to clean out, renovate (modestly) and then rent the structure.

He caig that the pacn of getting this building rented was glow, but it
would happen in the neyt few months. HMr. Collitt asked if it ecould be
sold. Mr. Ford said that thera was a Town vote a few years ago in which
the Town decided not to sell the building, and that there were no plans
for hringing up this issue again

Mr. Cox asked why the Town "cwesps” the winter sand off thz roads. M.
Winett saild that sweeping does three things: cute down on the dust: makes
the roads safer, since cars don’t =lide on the sand when braking: and
allows rain-water to flow off the road. Mr. Wimett noted that last year
the Town screened its own sand at Sparke pit, which caved money in the
purchase of tha sand, and reduces the amount of money that the Town has
to gpaend for trucking.

Mr. Collitt exprassed hic appreciation to the Selscthoard for keeping
axpensaes down thiz year.

Ida Steinzor moved the goestion, and was secondsd; motion was approved,
and the motion wag carried in the atfirnative with no audible "no’s".

article 3. Will the Town have current property and percronal taxes
collected by the Treasurer, taxes due to be paid Novembor zind, 19927



Moved hy Gary Whitnan and seconded.  There was no discucsion. VYoted in
the atfirmative with no digssont.

Article 4. Will tha Town vote the sum of $14,495.00 to the Fipton
Yoluntezr Fire Department to help pay the expenses tor the yvear?

Moverd by Lewies Burridae and ceconded.

Mr. Steilirzor wcked if anvthing had been dons with the ided of having the
Fire Department become part of the Town, with bills, ete., beina paid
out of the general fund. Mr. Greg Todd. Fire Chief, zaid that thers had
been some diccussion of this iscue, but that it looked as though the
department might locse independence on the deal.

There war no further diccussion. The article carried by voice vote with
no "'no” votes.

article 5. Will the Town allow the National Forest to bhuy or trade for
additional acrasge in Ripton, on a case by case basic, with the
uncerstanding that each acquisitison will need the majority vote of the
Planning Commission, and the unanimous approval of the Selectmen.

Hoved by Mr. Steinzor, and seconded.

Mr. Lord, Chair of the Planning Commission. asked the Board to explain
this article. HMr. Ford said that over the past few years there have besn
saveral reguest from various landowners and the National Forest to allow
the National Forect tn acquire additional land in Ripton. HMost recently
the National Forest has been offered a lot off the Ripton-lincoln road,
10 the west of the lot the Town owns, on the lincoln line. They have
sonhe interest in acquiring one of the two Town lots as well. Under the
conditions of a Town vote in 1978, the National Forest may not acquire
additional land in the Town. Since conditions have changed <ince that
vote, and the times have changed, the Board decided thet this was the
vaar to revisit this dissun. HMr. Ford made it c¢lear that any acguisition
of land hy the National Torest wceilld have to have the approval of hoth
the Selzctboard and the Planning Commiszion.

Bonnie Harris acked if land acguired by the National TForost would be
taxable. Mr. Ford sauid that it would not b tasxable hy the Town. but
that the National Forest would pay a yearly amount teo the Town -~ thounh
thie would be ciqgrificantly less than the current taxesz on the land.
However. the sale of the lot to the Noational Forsst would take it off the
Gramd List, and would therafore increase our State Aid to Fducation.

Bary Rvan asked what would happen to the monay the Town got iF it oold
the land to the Nationnl Forest., M Pord caio that the Town vote to
scll Lhe land two vears ago =tipulated that the proceed: wonld be yoed Lo
decreyse the principal on the a2cheool bond

Iohn Merrill caid that he had walkerd these lote in question, and th=
weeterly Town lot that the Hational Foroet ic interested in is a
beartitul picce of wetland, and would be a yood pisce of land for the
National Forest to manage.

Frss Flliot asked it tha Town had considered subdividing the Town lote
into affordable zived lote, rather than trying to sall them in a large
block. Mr. Ford gaid that the Roard wanted to snll either both lots as a



