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Penland sculptor Dustin
Farnsworth’s headdresses
and miniature theaters are
multifaceted and meticulous

included in “Narration,” a
group show that also includes
sculpture by Christina Both-
well, photographs by Ralph
Burns, paintings by Julyan
Davis, and mixed media by Joe
DeCamillis. The show runs
through May 24 at the down-
town gallery on Biltmore Ave.

The headdresses are star-
tling chimeras with towering
industrial architecture grafted
onto life-sized human heads.
The theaters are decaying
miniature buildings where a
lonely figure on a bare stage
enacts an enigmatic ritual.

In a headdress called “The
Haunt,” a weathered six-lobed
industrial silo is tethered to a
man’s head with wires that cut 

ASHEVILLE — 

P
enland sculptor
Dustin Farns-
worth calls his
new works at
Blue Spiral 1
simply “head-
dresses” and
“theaters.” But

don’t let these utilitarian terms
make you think of hats, hair
ornaments or places of amuse-
ment. 

Even the word “sculpture”
is too limited for these com-
plex constructions of wood,
metal, fabric, hair and paint.
Their meanings are also com-
plex and mysterious.

Farnsworth’s pieces are

In Farnsworth’s
wood sculpture
“St. Ann’s
Theater,” a
woman sits on
the bare stage of
a ramshackle
theater tying
loops from a
golden drapery
cord. She may
suggest St. Ann,
the grandmother
of Jesus, the
patron of
carpenters,
mothers and
seamstresses,
although the
artist says he did
not have the real
saint in mind.
SPECIAL TO THE

CITIZEN-TIMES

Farnsworth’s
wood sculpture
“The Succession”
shows a woman’s
head supporting
decaying
industrial silos. It
is among the
works on display
at Blue Spiral 1 in
downtown
Asheville through
May 24. SPECIAL TO

THE CITIZEN-TIMES

STAGING
SCULPTURAL

SURPRISES

By Arnold Wengrow
Citizen-Times Correspondent

IF YOU GO

What: “Narration,” a
group show that in-
cludes Dustin Farns-
worth’s headdresses
and theaters as well as
sculpture by Christina
Bothwell, photographs
by Ralph Burns, paint-
ings by Julyan Davis
and mixed media by
Joe DeCamillis.
Where: Blue Spiral 1,
38 Biltmore Ave.,
downtown Asheville.
When: Through May
24. The gallery is open
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Saturday; noon-5 p.m.
Sunday.
Learn more: Call 
251-0202 or visit
www.bluespiral1.com.

See SCULPTOR , Page D2
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B abies are everywhere,
and they’ve given me a
different kind of fever

this time around.
For years, my

husband and I
kept the church
nursery once a
month. Sure, it
was service and
helping and all
the good feelings
that accompany
that. Really
though, it kept
my baby fever at
bay. For an hour

and a half, I could snuggle

toddlers and play with blocks
and read board books over and
over. I could say, “Let’s share,”
942 times and change several
stinky diapers. 

When our time was up, we
would hand them back to their
parents and skip down the hall
to our waiting teenagers who
had dressed themselves, could
read their own books and need-
ed no assistance from us in
their day-to-day hygiene. Life
was good.

A recent spate of pregnan-
cies means my friends are
having babies again. They are
thrilled and I am thrilled for

them. I am not jealous, but I
am making plans that quell this
newfound desire they’ve given
me. 

Instead of wistfully looking
at little dresses and onesies or
running the numbers on how
old we would be when a new
baby started school/learned to
drive/went to college, I just
spend loads of money at the
fabric store. 

I have turned into the crazy
friend who makes baby quilts. 

Admittedly, my skills are
limited and I am not sure I
have the patience (or the doc-
torate in geometry) required to

make intricately pieced quilts
that are too pretty to use. I
make simple patchwork, rely-
ing on gorgeous fabrics to
make up the difference. 

I carefully choose patterns
and colors, cut and sew — and
rip seams and resew, usually —
and combine it all with the
warmest unbleached cotton
batting (that’s the soft, middle
part of the quilt) to make sure
baby has a soft place to play,
stare at the ceiling fan and
discover his toes. 

These quilts have received a
mixed reaction, and I am learn-
ing to judge who will love them

and who needs a set of cloth
diapers from the gift registry
instead. But, good or bad, I am
undeterred. My joy comes in
the making and in thinking of
the little life who will receive
it. 

With each stitch, I wonder
who this new person will be
and what impact his life will
have. There is love and hope in
each square. 
Chris Worthy is an attorney who took
down her shingle to be a stay-at-home
mom. Contact her at chris@worthy-
place.com. This column first appeared in the
March issue of WNC Parent magazine,
available for free at family-friendly loca-
tions and businesses throughout Buncombe
County.

GROWING TOGETHER

How I got my rejuvenated ‘baby fever’ all sewn up

Chris
Worthy
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