
Background: 

A number of organisations and individuals1 wrote to the Premier and the Attorney-General 

encouraging the Queensland Government ‘to consider conducting a community consultation 

about the introduction of a charter of rights in Queensland.’2 

The Queensland Labor Party has neither supported nor opposed the adoption of a Bill 

Rights/Charter of Rights but stated that it is ‘a matter for the parliamentary party to consider 

following the election’.3  However, prior to the state election the position of the Queensland 

Labor Party was that it opposed further public consultation on the matter. 

Since the state election and pursuant to the Letters of Exchange re Government on 

Confidence Motions (Letters of Exchange) between Hon Peter Wellington MP and Premier 

Palaszcuk dated 5 February 2015,4 the Queensland Labor Party has committed to seeking 

advice from the Department of Justice and Attorney-General which will be published to allow 

for 'public discussion' on the matter. 

The process for initiating broad community engagement on the issue of a Queensland Bill of 

Rights/Charter of Rights does not require individuals to finalise their views on the possible 

legislation and models which might be finally considered, adopted and implemented by the 

Queensland Parliament. The signatory organisations listed below (Annexure A) support the 

adoption of Bill of Rights/Charter of Rights in Queensland and seek a six month broad public 

consultation process to be concluded by the end of 2015 with a view to having a bill for before 

the Legislative Assembly by early 2016. 

As we outlined in our correspondence to the Premier of 25 March 2015, we support: 

‘A comprehensive community consultation process led by a suitably prominent and 
expert person or persons of standing in the community, [that] will give Queenslanders 
the opportunity to provide their views about how their rights should be protected. We 
believe that this process should be completed this year.’     

1 See Annexure A. 
2 Letter from Rights for Queenslanders Alliance to Hon Anastasia Palaszcuk MP, Premier of 

Queensland and Minister of the Arts (cc Hon Yvette D’Ath MP, Attorney General of Queensland, 
Minister for Justice and Minister for Training and Skills and Hon Peter Wellington MP, Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly) dated 25 March 2015. 

3 Letter from Hon Tim Mulherin MP (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) to Mr Michael Cope, President, 
Queensland Council for Civil Liberties dated 21 January 2015. 

4 Letter from Hon Anastasia Palaszcuk MP to Hon Peter Wellington MP dated 5 February 2015. 



POSITION OF THE QLD LABOR PARTY 

The Qld Labor Party’s pre-election commitment on the adoption of a Qld Bill of Rights/ Charter 
of Rights was stated as follows:5  

Questions: 

‘7. Do you support the establishment of the consultation in Queensland along the lines 
of the Brennan National Consultation on Human Rights to determine rights and civil 
liberties and in particular whether Queensland needs a Human Rights Act? 

8. Do you support the introduction in Queensland of a Human Rights Act similar to that
presently the law in the Australian Capital Territory?’ 

ALP response to both questions: 

‘The question of whether Queensland adopts a Bill of Rights is a vexed question. 
There are strong views on either side of the argument from both sides of the political 
spectrum.  Many Constitutional lawyers and academics come down on the side of 
adoption of such a bill, and many come down on the opposition side. 

The Federal government undertook the Brennan National Consultation on Human 
Rights, and the results of that consultation have been published, widely considered 
and discussed on a national, state and local level.  The Labor Opposition is not 
convinced that at this stage any further consultation is required. 

During the last parliamentary term, the Labor Opposition did not consider the question 
of the adoption or otherwise of a Bill of Rights in Queensland. It is a matter for the 
parliamentary party to consider following the election.’ 

The ALP position after the state election as articulated in the Letters of Exchange: 

"Rights of Queenslanders 

During the 54th Parliament, Labor did not consider the question of the possible 
adoption of a Bill of Rights in Queensland.  This was a matter for the Labor MPs to 
consider during the 55th Parliament.  Labor will seek advice from the Department of 
Justice and Attorney-General regarding the issues relating to a possible Bill of Rights 
in Queensland.  This advice will be published to allow public discussion on the matter." 

5 Letter from Hon Tim Mulherin MP (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) to Mr Michael Cope, President, 
Queensland Council for Civil Liberties dated 21 January 2015. 








