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As part of the one
body of Christ,
we welcome all to
the Lord’s Table
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As most of you know, my daughter and I went to Washington DC
earlier this month (Nov.). Now, I know many of you have gone several
times but for us, it was a first. To say it left an impression on me is
quite the understatement. Every time we went to a museum or monument we’d say, “This is the highlight of our trip.” Of course, that was
true until we’d go to the next attraction and then it would be the highlight. Now that I’ve
been back several weeks, I have to say one thing in particular has stayed with me as the
most lasting impression; the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I was so overcome with
emotion it was a bit embarrassing (until I looked around and saw others apparently feeling the same way.) There was a wreath that an elementary school had placed there. And
the Sentinel just kept marching, and marching, and marching. Can you imagine that kind
of dedication? These are some of the rules: 24 hours on, 24 hours off, 24 hours on, then
96 hours off. It takes approximately 8 hours for each Sentinel to prepare their uniform,
plus Physical training, Tomb Guard training, and haircuts—done on their free time. They
take 21 steps, take 21 seconds to face the tomb, and then turn again to march the 21
steps. While they are not required to continue when there is danger of harm (lightening,
storms) I understand that when hurricane Sandy hit and massive blizzards hit, each Sentinel chose to remain on duty. WOW! There are many other amazing facts but I think
you get the idea—and you probably know a lot of what I’ve written. However, as I
stood there, this newsletter article was forming in my mind. I’m not sure I need to draw
conclusions I came up with, just think of the dedication they have. Get the picture?
I just found out that Joe Walker passed away today. Who is Joe? One of the very
best men I have even known!!! He was my father’s best friend and he died peacefully at
the age of 97. He fits in this article—he KEPT MARCHING! The epitome of a faithful
Christian. I am better for having known him. My prayer is for each of you to have a “Joe
Walker” in your life.
While we enjoyed our wonderful Thanksgiving and will enjoy holidays with family
and friends, remember the Tomb Sentinels, brave men AND women, who continue their
service. Every now and then, stop what you’re doing and remember, they’re marching,
as they have been CONTINUOUSLY since April 6,1948. And still they march…
till next time...

A Very Merry Christmas to all who read
this newsletter. “May your days be merry
and bright, and may all your
Christmases be white!”
Janice, Samantha, Shirley, Susan and Tim
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As the Scriptures say,
"They share freely and give generously to the poor.
Their good deeds will be remembered forever."
For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same
way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of
generosity in you. Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.
2 Corinthians 9:9-11
As those of us in the US celebrate Thanksgiving, and as we all cultivate a spirit of gratitude, we, the staff of Week of
Compassion, offer you our thanks. Thank you for your prayers, which sustain and strengthen this ministry. Thank you
for your gifts, be they large or small. Thank you for your partnership, which makes our work possible.
As Paul expressed to the Corinthians, God is producing a harvest of gratitude - a great harvest of gratitude and generosity was evident this fall in Neptune Beach, FL. When Hurricane Matthew made landfall, First Christian Church of
the Beaches sustained some damage to their property, as did several church members. Week of Compassion provided
solidarity grants to help meet their needs. Pastor Nathan Loewen sent this message of gratitude, to you, who made the
gifts possible: "Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Y'all are simply amazing.... this past Sunday, we as a congregation
recognized how blessed we were not to have sustained devastating damage and we are giving our entire offering to
Week of Compassion for Hurricane Relief in Haiti."
Last October, severe storms damaged the roof and soaked the ceilings and walls of Susan Haywood's South Carolina
home. Though she was able to make some repairs herself, the damage quickly became overwhelming. Week of Compassion, through a partnership with Disciples Volunteering and the disaster ministries of the United Church of Christ
and the Church of the Brethren, helped provide for much needed volunteers to compete the repairs. Haywood expressed
her thanks for the help and the relationships: "We have been truly blessed by the people coming to help. They quickly
became not just workers, but friends. To make friends over a disaster is awesome."
Gratitude is often about relationships, even more than it is about material gifts. On a farm in Jordan, a few miles
from the Syrian border, over 200 refugees live in a village of tents. Our partners at the Orthodox Initiative help provide
basic necessities like food, soap, and school supplies. This year a visiting delegation, led by Global Ministries, included
the Associate Director of Week of Compassion, Caroline Hamilton-Arnold,
and the Director of Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries, Sharon
Stanley-Rae. When the distribution of items was almost complete, and families had received bags of cleaning and hygiene products, a group of women
- refugees and members of the delegation - stood together, admiring grandchildren, enjoying a sunny morning, and handing out socks from a large
bag. One of the older Syrian women got Caroline's attention to take a picture of the woman with Sharon. After a posed photo, the woman wrapped
Sharon in a warm hug kissed her on the cheek. "Shukran," thank you, she
said, with a broad smile.

True Christianity is about giving, sharing
and above all loving those who have no
one to love them, and never more so than
during special holidays!
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This and That:





Old Man Rivers: We will NOT be collecting food November & December but will resume January
We are still collecting pill bottles to donate to the Humane Society. (In Coffee Area)
Undie Sunday—December 4
Visit our Sunday Worship @ 6p in the Fellowship Hall. “Where we keep it real”

Yoga Classes
6-week Session
November 17 - December 29,
Thursdays 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
6-week session $35 Walk-in $9 per class
@ First Christian Church To register, or
for further information,
call Karen @ 304.482.3199

SAVE THE DATES!!!





December 11 Congregational Meeting
followed by our Christmas Luncheon
December 24 CCC Marietta & FCC
Parkersburg, Christmas Eve Services,
7pm,
February 05 - “Souper” Bowl of Caring
following FCC morning worship

Children’s Ministries
is looking for some help for Children’s
Church. Currently there are three people who
consistently volunteer (and they love it, I
might add). However, it would be wonderful
to have several more who have a heart for our
little
ones.
Never taught
before? We
can help. We
may have a
training session for those
who are interested. I think if you talk to Becky, Gwen, and/
or Susan, you’ll find this is a great ministry.
Contact the church, 304.485.5253 for information.

The Mid Ohio Parish Disciples of Christ are
joining together to continue the We Appreciate
You Baskets. Every other month we will
choose
a
community
organization
to
“appreciate” with homemade baked goodies
plus special prayers for two months. For November and December, we are Appreciating the Salvation Army of Washington County.
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Spotlight On A Member
Well, this month is a little different. Instead of choosing a
physical member of our church, let’s spotlight Jesus, hopefully a member!
He was born in the town of Bethlehem, [meaning “house of bread.”] about
six miles south of Jerusalem. It was a small village also known as the City of David, an ancient ancestor of Jesus. It is also where the prophet Samuel anointed David to be the king of Israel. When
he was about to be born, Caesar Augustus called for a census and since Joseph was descended
from David, that’s where they had to go to register. And this small village was filled to capacity so
he was born in a crude stable. They stayed there for a couple of years until King Herod made it too
dangerous to stay so they left and went to Egypt. That was a monstrous trip, about 200 miles! [A
legend has it that they were attacked by bandits along the way and when the bandits found nothing
to steal, one took pity of them and gave THEM money! Of course, you know how rumors are!!!]
Eventually they returned to Nazareth a small town of approximately 400. It was where he lived
with his mother, Mary and his father, Joseph. It was not considered to be special in any way but
was near Sepphoris, the luxurious Greek-style capital of Herod Antipas. Perhaps Jesus and Joseph did carpentry work there. Nazareth was 12 miles from the Sea of Galilee and was fertile land.
Supposedly the Jewish Queen Salome Alexandra made reading and writing compulsory for all Jewish boys so they could study the Torah.
He must have excelled in his studies because at the age of 12 he was going toe-to-toe with big
wigs in the Temple.
At the age of 30 we find him in the wilderness coming up to John the Baptist [his cousin] to be
baptized. Then, everything changed!!! He began teaching and calling people to follow him and a
few did! He was an effective speaker and had thousands listening to his message. Most didn’t fully
understand what he was saying but even today we study what he taught and try to follow him.
His favorite memories are just conjecture: playing with friends, working with Joseph, eating with
people, praying, going fishing. His favorite scripture and most important teachings are from the Hebrew Bible and repeated in the New Testament: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind
soul and strength and love your neighbor as yourself. He loves Christmas because sometimes
people are a bit kinder to each other and think about really important things.
What he likes best about our Parish is the way people love each other [most of the time, lol]
and look for ways to share his message with everyone.

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT
Date

Contribution *Designated

Total

11/06/2016

3,142.00

2.00

3,144.00

11/13/2016

1,802.00

2.00

1,804.00

*Designated Funds

11/20/2016

4,385.18

97.00

4,482.18

Bucks for Beef
Thanksgiving Offering

11/27/2016

1,867.50

52.00

1,919.50

Totals

11,196.68

153.00

11,349.68
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Celebrating Advent with Children
A simple way to celebrate Advent is to create an Advent calendar. Of course, kids love the calendars
with chocolate inside, but the ones I'm talking about are a little different, consisting instead of different activities to do each day. For example, one day you might read a particular book or
Bible passage, make Christmas cookies for a lonely neighbor, or sing Christmas carols
together. Some ideas for making an Advent calendar include:


Writing an activity on each square of a December calendar



Writing activities on pieces of paper and placing them in a jar, then drawing an activity out each day (this option is fun, but make sure all the activities are ones you
can do spontaneously. You don't want to draw out baking Christmas cookies on a day you don't
have time to be in the kitchen.)



Making a set of Advent drawers out of match boxes. Just glue 25 match boxes together (five rows
of five boxes) and wrap a piece of wrapping paper around the perimeter. Now you can label the
match boxes 1-25 and place a slip of paper with an activity inside each drawer.

“Mary, did you know your child would lead us to feed the starving? Mary, did you know your child
would cause us to be merciful?” Our General Minister and President has inspired and challenged us
with her Advent message. Motivated by the Magnificat (Luke 1. 46-55), the Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins
calls us Disciples to use our time and talents to, among other things, feed the hungry good things and
care for God’s good creation.
In Mary’s picture of justice, the hungry are not just filled, but they are filled with good things, good
food. Today, there is a Good Food Movement with a website and support from Farm Aid. There are
blogs and articles written about good food. But what is meant by “good food”? Websites, blogs and
articles define it as local food, organic food, slow food, whole food, real food and sustainable food. But
church food pantries do not have much on the shelves that could be considered “good food” by those
definitions. School cafeteria lunches for children who receive a free or reduced lunch, do not provide
any foods worthy of a “good food” label. How often do we fill the hungry with “good food”?
Poor children, people who are homeless, prisoners and low-income families are filled with highly processed, sometimes unrecognizable substances that we label as food. Christ said, “Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew
25.40). If we hold these words as truth, we are feeding Christ with bad things.
No man, woman or child should go to bed hungry and their diets should be a source of physical and
spiritual health and wholeness. The food we eat should, in a very real way, connect us to God’s creation and to God. Eating should be a spiritual act that reflects our faith. Every meal should be The
Lord’s Supper. Churches and individual Christians should participate in a food economy where agriculture workers are treated well and fairly compensated; animals are treated humanely; agricultural
practices build up the soil and protect creation; and good food is available to everyone no matter
where they live or if they have money.
Gardens are one way that Disciples’ churches are living out the justice described by Mary’s Magnificat. By taking good food from the garden to shut-in’s, food pantries and free or reduced markets,
Christians are filling the hungry with good things. By planting root vegetables and winter squashes
and installing cold frames, fresh produce is available well into early winter. Some congregations are
taking it a step further by freezing or canning the garden produce so that good food is available all
year long. God has looked with favor on us, and through us, God will fill the hungry with good things.
May it be so. Merry Christmas!
A reflection by Rev. Carol Devine Minister of Green Chalice, a partner
ministry of Disciples Home Missions and Christian Church in Kentucky
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DECEMBER ELDER’S SCHEDULES

SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH
As we continue to intentionally focus our
thoughts, for this year we will have a scripture
of the month. Each month we will have a
new scripture and a couple of thoughts to
ponder, questions to answer and/or challenge
us. Please pray before you read the scripture,
read it several times (aloud and silently) and
then put it aside. I’m hoping we will do this
many times during the month.
Please share any insights you glean from this.

December 4
Preside – Sandy McKinney
Loaf – Susan Arbogast
Cup – Bill Allen

December 11
Preside – Susan Arbogast
Loaf – Bill Allen
Cup – Delores Miller

December 18

Ezra 4:1-4

Preside – Bill Allen
Loaf – Delores Miller
Cup – Dottie Dalton




December 24



Bill Allen
Susan Arbogast
Susie Holmes



Who were the adversaries of Judah?
What did they want to do?
What were they told?
What were the consequences of Zerubbabel, Joshua, and other’s decisions?

December 25

Parish Prayer Church

Preside – Delores Miller
Loaf – Dottie Dalton
Cup – Susie Holmes

December

DIACONATE SERVING COMMUNION
Nikolai Dalton, Emma Leach, Freeman Wickham, &
Angela Leach

DIACONATE PREPARING
Gwen Allen

COMMUNION BREAD

United Christian Church
8611 Hoke Road.
Clayton, OH 45315
937.832.3516
ucc-clayton.com

Carol Vincent

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Gwen Allen/Susan Arbogast/Becky Cutlip

MEDICAL CARDS - GIFT OF YEARS!
Are you seeing green? Neon green? If so, you just might have found the medical cards
that are provided from a Gift of Years Grant through the WV Region and the National Benevolent Association. As part of this project, we are giving these out to ALL our members
plus as many in the Mid Ohio Valley as we can. CCMC and local EMS are also part of this
endeavor & they hope everyone avails themselves of this potentially life saving card.
Get a card if you don’t already have one, fill it out, take it to the Dr. when you have an
appointment, get it updated, and keep it on your refrigerator—that’s where EMS will look
for it if they are called to your home!!!!!
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*PLANNED GIVING*
Make this the Year of Your Legacy
What better goal for this year than to create your own personal legacy to continue your
ministry beyond your own lifetime? We support our congregation and other ministries with our gifts
during our lifetimes, but creating a legacy through a permanent fund means our ministry will continue
for all perpetuity.
Create a list of the ministries you love and support now. Consider your own dreams for those ministries for the future. Next consider all the goals you have (support your family, provide for your own retirement, provide an education for grandchildren, etc.).
Meet with your professional advisor or Christian Church Foundation representative to learn how informed estate planning can increase the overall value of your estate with a gift of tax-burdened assets
(like IRAs, 401(k), or savings bonds) to the church.
Permanent funds, such as those held in trust by the Christian Church Foundation, support the ministries of the donor’s choosing. We hope you will consider a legacy gift that would support our church’s
ongoing witness.
There will always be the poor, the sick and the disenfranchised in our world. We will always need to
help provide for ministerial education. Long after our lifetimes there will be people teaching other people about Jesus Christ. Create your legacy now to support these ministries now and beyond your lifetime.
The Christian Church Foundation can be reached at 1.800.668.8016, P.O. Box 1986, IN 46206-1986

Christmas Time is near, which means eating, drinking, eating and more drinking. It’s
also hard to be healthy when your family and friends don’t priorities healthy eating
and everyone goes crazy for sugar.
Now I’m not one for deprivation and I like to have a few naughties myself but with that I will be
making sure that..








I’ll be drinking plenty of water every day.
I’ll pre-make things like veggie stews and soups.
I’ll have a healthy smoothie everyday (check out silk.com).
I’ll go for winter walks outside or in the mall.
I’ll drink plenty of Herbal teas i.e. Ginger, Green and Peppermint.
I’m not going to eat a load of stuff like I’m never going to be able to eat again!
If going to a party, I will go prepared with some kind of healthy contributions.

Christmas time is hectic. Lots of rushing around getting things sorted, visiting friends and family,
parties etc. Pre-making healthy foods to keep in your fridge and freezer will help loads to ensure you
have healthy, easy things on hand to grab quickly in-between all the festivities.
Curries, stews, soups, overnight oats and energy balls, cut up fruit, are easy things to keep in the
fridge to make my life easier. What about yours….?
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DECEMBER LECTIONARY
December 4

December 18

Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

December 11

December 25

Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)

First Christian Church

Central Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
1400 Washington Ave.
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(Disciples of Christ)
807 Colegate Dr.
Marietta, OH 45750

304.485.5253
secretary@movpdoc.com
pastor@movpdoc.com

740.373.4718
pastor@movpdoc.com

Worship Service: 10:45am & Evening Service: 6pm

Worship Service: 9:00am
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