Mid Ohio Valley Parish (DOC)

MAY 2017
Disciples of Christ
Statement of
Identity
“We are Disciples of
Christ,
a movement for
wholeness in a fragmented world.
As part of the one
body of Christ,
we welcome all to the
Lord’s Table

First Christian Church

Thoughts from Pastor Janice
As the time is upon me to begin my pilgrimage to Iona, Scotland [and vacation], I find I am conflicted on many levels. I am so excited I can hardly wait yet I have things here that I care about
and wish I could be in two places at the same time. And of course, I am reminded that the world
[and our parish] is never dependent on any one individual; in other words, I am not God! And
how comforting that is – that regardless of where we are or are going through, God is with us. If
you’ve been in a hospital and the night hours are so very long and lonely, it’s worth remembering. It reminds me of the old song, “Does Jesus Care?”

Does Jesus care when my way is dark;
with a nameless dread and fear?
As the daylight fades into deep night shades,
Does He care enough to be near?
CHORUS
O yes, He cares, I know he cares,
His heart is touched with my grief
When the days are weary, the long night dreary,
I know my Savior cares.
So, as I will be far away, I do not go alone nor does my absence cause disruption. I am so grateful to those who will be filling the pulpit and tending to things. I always carry you in my heart
and am anxious for my time in Iona.
I am also reminded of the fact that we are integrated individuals. After being at Buffalo Seminary and listening to Brian McClaren that we are at our best when we are all together. I am reminded there is a reason to be our healthiest – spiritually, mentally, emotionally and physically.
We’re part of the Body of Christ and what happens to us, affects us all. So, if I have a hard time
not judging others, I should work on that; or forgiveness, work on that. Not only do our individual concerns affect us, it affects the entire church. Also, if I spend my time judging others, it
hampers my relationship with God. As an integrated person, I cannot be whom I want to be to
those I love and hold grudges and animosity to others. I hope this makes sense – if not, please
let me know.
Let’s continue meeting together as we “wear away some of our sharp edges” and encourage
each other. Remember that,

Hurt people, hurt people.
Until Next Time…
Central Christian Church
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This culture of generosity
inspired Jonah
Seven year-old, Jonah, from First Christian
Church of Wheeling, West Virginia reminded his family and community about this
powerful truth during the Week of Compassion Special Offering.
FCCW hosted a coloring contest focused on this year's Special Offering theme: You Are Here. Children, youth, and adults alike were
invited to reflect on what it means to "be here" in the places where
people are suffering and to "insert themselves" standing with these
brothers and sisters in need.
Their pastor, Rev. Kenny Hardway, admits FCC Wheeling enjoys a
little good-natured competition, especially when that competition
supports a good cause. To stir-up some competition around the coloring contest, an anonymous donor gave $50 for the winner to donate to Week of Compassion. And it worked! At least 25 people
entered drawings into the competition.
Jonah was excited to participate. He remembered Sunday School conversations about children who have to walk
miles each day for water, and he thought giving to Week of Compassion would be a great way to help. With this
in mind, Jonah decided to draw wells and water.
During church that morning, when the youth and children selected the winning drawing, they selected Jonah's!
He was thrilled to be able to give to Week of Compassion to support access to water all over the world.
Despite being a smaller-sized congregation, FCCW is often among the top-100 congregations for denominational offerings. They recently joined the Circle of Compassion, a group of congregations who have made sustaining
gifts to the Week of Compassion Endowment Fund through the Christian Church Foundation. The congregation
gives almost a quarter of their annual budget to ministries outside their walls, and they talk frequently about being a church engaged in mission. This culture of generosity inspired Jonah.
After winning the competition and talking with his Dad about how the money he won would be used, Jonah collected all the money he had saved from past birthdays and Christmases: $80 in total. Then he brought it back out
to his father, and handing it to him said, "Will you make sure this goes to help people?"
Jonah wanted to give everything he had.
His generosity, and that of FCCW, challenges us all to consider how we can give more. It reminds us that when
we give and act from a place of abundance, we inspire others to do so as well.

Mission
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in the United States and Canada. We seek to equip and empower disciples to alleviate the suffering of others through
disaster response, humanitarian aid, sustainable development and the promotion of mission opportunities.
To Contact go to: www.weekofcompassion.org/contact OR Call (317) 713-2442.
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This & That:
Old Man Rivers: Food of the Month for May: Boxes of Macaroni & Cheese
McKinley School needs: Donation Hiatus until School Year Resumes. Thank you for your support!
We continue to collect pill bottles to donate to the Humane Society. (In Coffee Area)
Visit our Sunday Evening Worship @ 6p in the Fellowship Hall. “Where we keep it real”

Children’s Ministries
is looking for some help for Children’s Church. Currently
there are five people who consistently volunteer (they love it.). However, it
would be wonderful to have several more who have a heart for our little
ones. Never taught before? We can help. We may have a training session in the
future. I think if you talk to Becky, Gwen, Susan, Haddae and/or Kaylie you’ll
find this is a great ministry. Contact the church office @ 304.485.5253
Try it—you’ll see how much better you feel!

Join the Crew!
Yoga Classes

We get a lot done
and have fun!

FCC Fellowship Hall

Every Thurs - 1:00 - 2:00

CHURCH WORKDAY

6-week session - $35

Walk-in $9 per class

Liability Waiver Form Required

Saturday May 20
9:00am

To register or for further information
contact Karen @ 304 482 3199

Save the Dates
May 14 Mother’s Day Breakfast at 8:30am
and for July 16 Breakfast at 8:30am

Disciples Men’s Breakfast Fundraisers
Enjoy pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, fresh fruit, coffee & orange juice.
This is a regional men's project to provide dressed whole sides of beef to the Mountaineer Food Bank.
The food bank serves 48 of the 55 West Virginia Counties.

Donations to Benefit the DOC
“Bucks for Beef
Project” Men’s Mission Project

Yummy food for a Great Cause!
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Spotlight On a Member
Leroy Vincent is the Spotlight on a Member for April. Leroy has lived in several
places in his life; 5 Forks – Harrisville; Pike, WV; Pennsboro, Parkersburg and currently resides in Washington, WV with his wife, Carol. However, Pile, WV holds a
special place in his heart and is his favorite place.
Leroy attended a one-room school is 5 Forks, then finished his middle schooling at Ellensboro and graduated
from Pennsboro High School. His favorite course in school was VoAg. where they had a horse and a garden
with potatoes and such.
After graduation Leroy worked for 2 years as the Assistant Shipping Clerk for Mid-Atlantic Glass Plant in
Lumberton, WV. He also worked for a short while for the American Packaging Plant .However, in 1959 he
began his employment with DuPont for 34 years and retired from there in 1995. In 1999 he started working at
The Toll Bridge for 10 more years and in 2009 Leroy retired for real.
Leroy has been married to his beautiful wife. Carol for 59 years on Dec. 12. They have 2 beautiful daughters,
Kimberly and Angela; 3 granddaughters; Tasha, Kayla and Emma; and 3 great grandchildren; one boy and two
girls, Austin Poling, Abagail Whited and Tyler Whited.
Leroy comes from a large family of eight, of which he is the oldest, followed by Ronald, Texas Sharon (both
deceased), Steve, Patsy, Virginia, Dixie and Gayle.
Growing up Leroy has had a few girlfriends but Carol is the one that counted. His best friend from first grade
up thru high school was John Cronon. Glen and Shirley Yoho have been best friends with Leroy and Carol
since 1962.
Leroy’s favorite actors are John Wayne, Matthew McConaughey and Debbie Reynolds. ‘We Are Marshall’ is
his favorite movie. He likes Gospel and Country Music especially the Cathedrals and the Sattler Brothers.
Leroy’s favorite food is spaghetti – Carol’s first and Da Vinci’s second.
His hobbies are hunting, fishing and walking on the farm. Football is his favorite sport, Leroy played Full
Back in High School. The 1998 Jeep Cherokee and the 1991 Chrysler Imperial are his favorite cars.
The things that Leroy likes best about First Christian Church are the friendly open, caring attitudes of the people.
We really appreciate that Leroy is always faithful about having the church open for all the rest of us on Sunday mornings.

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT
Date

Contribution

*Designated

Total

4/2/2017

$2,338.50

$123.50

$2,462.00

*Designated Funds

4/9/2017

$3,007.44

$186.99

$3,194.43

Easter Offering $668.00
Easter Flowers $ 86.50
WOC $50.00
Bucks 4 Beef Breakfast $205.00
Roy Martin Fund $75.00

4/16/2017

$3,013.20

$836.00

$3,849.20

4/23/2017

$3,095.30

$75.00

$3,170.30

4/30/2017

$4,584.35

$25.00

$4,609.35

$16,038.79

$1,246.49

$17,609.35

Roy Martin Continuing Education Fund $151.99

Totals
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*PLANNED GIVING*
Time to Dust off the Will?

When was the last time your reviewed your Last Will & Testament? During our lifetime, changes occur –
marriages (and/or re-marriages) happen, children are born or adopted, deaths occur.
A change in any of these circumstances often triggers the need to change your will. No estate is too small
for a proper will. If you want your legacy gifts to go where you desire, you must have a will.
Reviewing your will provides you the opportunity to make sure the people and charitable causes most important to you are remembered. Have you ever seen a U-Haul attached to the back of a hearse?
Advice from an attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering legacy giving.
You also may want to contact the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned
gifts. Foundation development officers are ordained or licensed clergy who understand the church and
stewardship.
The Christian Church Foundation can be reached at 1.800.668.8016, P.O. Box 1986, IN 46206-1986

We honor God by gratefully caring for the planet and living in greater simplicity.

Here are 10 GREEN easy habits to add to your routine
1. Completely fast for a month (or more) from shopping as entertainment.
2. Reduce your energy consumption by unplugging “vampire power” items, adjusting your thermostat several degrees,
using cold water only in your dishwasher, or line-drying clothes.
3. Grow food in a backyard garden (and share some of your harvest with those in need).
4. Replace harsh chemical cleaners with natural, cheaper alternatives like vinegar, baking soda, or lemon juice.
5. Commit to shop at a local farmers market a few times a month.
6. Forego a date night, birthday gift, or spending spree and instead use the money to support a Christian conservation
ministry like A Rocha or Plant With Purpose.
7. Find out about local recycling opportunities, then set up an indoor recycling bin and an outdoor compost area to re
duce your family’s trash output.
8. Eat simple, plant-based (rather than meat-based) meals more often.
9. Turn off the TV more frequently and instead spend more time outdoors, appreciating God’s world.
10. Read Almost Amish or Go Green, Save Green by Nancy Sleeth and pray about next steps.

General Assembly July 8-12 2017 Indianapolis
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who

through their word, that they may all be one.” John 17:20-21a
5

MAY SERVING SCHEDULES

SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH
As we continue to intentionally focus our thoughts,
for this year we will have a scripture of the month.
Each month we will have a new scripture and a couple of thoughts to ponder, questions to answer and/or
challenge us. Please pray before you read the scripture, read it several times (aloud and silently) and
then put it aside. I’m hoping we will do this many
times during the month. Please share any insights
you glean from this.

Elders
May 7

Preside – Cheryl Robinson
Loaf – Freeman Wickham
Cup – Glen Gainer
Lectionary Reader– Lynn Farley

Proverbs 23:1-9

May 14
Preside – Freeman Wickham
Loaf – Glen Gainer
Cup – Susan Arbogast
Lectionary Reader— Freeman Wickham

So Much Wisdom. Read this over and
over and answer these questions:




May 21
Preside – Glen Gainer
Loaf – Susan Arbogast
Cup – Bill Allen
Lectionary Reader— Dave Hawkins

What jumps out to you?
Do you like the imagery? Why?
Can you think how this would be understood by a
Teenager?
Middle ager? or the Elderly?

Parish Prayer Church of the Month
May

May 28

Preside – Susan Arbogast
Loaf – Bill Allen
Cup – Delores Miller
Lectionary Reader—Sandy McKinney
DIACONATE SERVING COMMUNION

Kim Davis, Ron Foraker, Angela Leach, Emma Leach

DIACONATE PREPARING
Sandy Wilson
COMMUNION BREAD
Delores Miller

First Christian Church
5 Harrison Ave. Mount Vernon, OH 43050

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Susan Arbogast

disciples,org
MEDICAL CARDS - GIFT OF YEARS!

Are you seeing green? Neon green? If so, you just might have found the medical cards that are provided from a Gift of Years Grant through the WV Region and the National Benevolent Association.
As part of this project, we are giving these out to ALL our members plus as many in the Mid Ohio
Valley as we can. CCMC and local EMS are also part of this endeavor & they hope everyone avails
themselves of this potentially life saving card.
Get a card if you don’t already have one, fill it out, take it to the Dr. when you have an appointment, get it updated, and keep it on your refrigerator —that’s where EMS will look for it if they are
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Benefits of “Green” Foods
The green pigment in plants, called chlorophyll, increases blood-cell production, and improves oxygenation, detoxification and circulation. Greens also contain lutein, a phytochemical that helps
reduce the risk of cataracts and age-related macular degeneration. These are but a few examples
of the myriad of greens that benefit your health. To color your health green, enjoy broccoli, kale,
spinach, bok choy and other leafy greens. Other green cuisine choices include kiwifruit, avocados,
apples, grapes, lime, asparagus, lentils, mung beans, pistachios and pumpkin seeds.

Color Your Health Green!

Disciples Women Prepare for Annual
Basement $ale $ale $ale $ale!
Saturday - May 6th from 9:00-2:00
FCC Fellowship Hall.
If you have been spring cleaning we would love your donations
of unwanted or no longer needed items! Items for the basement sale
can be brought to the church and placed in room #40 in the basement. (This is the room in the back corner area beneath the nursery
and choir room.) If you have items to donate but are unable to
transport them yourself you may call Becky Cutlip at (304) 4850026 and we will arrange to pick up the items from your home. OR
You may also leave a message with the church office during morning hours
Monday through Friday. Call 304.485.5253
Hot Dogs-Refreshments-Baked Goods and more!

Let your voice be heard ~ become a choir member!
We would love to have you!
Choir Practice is every Wed. @ 6:45
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MAY LECTIONARY
May 7
Acts 2:42-47
Psalms 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 21
Acts 17: 22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:1-14

May 14
Acts 7:55-60
Psalms 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2: 2-10
John 14:1-14

May 28
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10,32-35
1 Peter 4: 12-14; 15-21
John 17:1-11

First Christian Church

Central Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
1400 Washington Ave.
Parkersburg, WV 26101
304.485.5253

(Disciples of Christ)
807 Colegate Drive
Marietta, OH 45750
740.373.4718
Worship Service: 9:00am

Worship Service: 10:45am
Evening Service: 6pm
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