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Publications  

 
Books 
 
  
Africa: the politics of suffering and smiling (London: Zed Press, 2009) 
 
Culture Troubles: politics and the interpretation of meaning [with J-P Daloz] (London: 
Hurst and Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006). 
 
A History of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa [with David Birmingham, Joshua Forrest, 
Malyn Newitt, Gerhard Seibert and Elisa Silva Andrade] (London: Hurst and 
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2002). 
 
Africa Works: disorder as political instrument [with J-P. Daloz] (Oxford: James Currey 
and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999).  Translated into French as L’Afrique 
est partie!  Du désordre comme instrument politique [with J-P. Daloz] (Paris: Economica, 
1999) and into Spanish as África Camina: el desorden como instrumento político [with J-
P. Daloz] (Barcelona: Edicions Bellaterra, 2001) 
 
The Postcolonial Literature of Lusophone Africa [with M. Augel, D. Brookshaw, A. Leite 
and C. Shaw] (London: Hurst; Chicago: Northwestern University Press and 
Johannesburg: Witwatersrand University Press, 1996). 
 
Vozes Moçambicanas: literatura e nacionalidade (Lisbon: Vega, 1994). 
 
Power in Africa: an essay in political interpretation (London: Macmillan and New York: 
St Martin’s Press, 1992 and 1994). 
 
Amílcar Cabral: revolutionary leadership and people's war (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1983).  Reissued as Amílcar Cabral: revolutionary leadership and 
people's war, with a new Introduction (London: Hurst and Trenton, NJ: Africa World 
Press, 2003). 
 
Edited Volumes 
 
Angola: the weight of history [Edited by Patrick Chabal and Nuno Vidal] (London: Hurst, 
2007 and New York: Columbia University Press, 2008) 
 
African Alternatives [Edited by Patrick Chabal, Ulf Engel and Leo de Haan] (Leiden: 
Brill, 2007) 
 
Is Violence Inevitable in Africa? Theories of conflict and approaches to conflict 
prevention [Edited by Patrick Chabal, Anna Maria Gentili and Ulf Engel] (Leiden: Brill, 
2005). 
 



Community & the State in Lusophone Africa [Edited by Malyn Newitt with Patrick 
Chabal and Norrie Macqueen] (London: King’s College London, 2003). 
 
Political Domination in Africa: reflections on the limits of power [Editor] (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1986.  Reissued 2009). 
 
 
Articles and Book Chapters 
 
“Agency in Africa: the domestication of the modern mind”, in Dieter Neubert & 
Christine Scherer (eds), Agency and Changing Worldviews in Africa (Münster: Lit-Verlag 
[Bayreuther Beiträge zur Afrikaforschung, Bd. 40], forthcoming. 
 
“The Conundrum of Evidence-Based Policies”, Capcity.Org, 35 (December 2008). 
 
 “On Reason and Afro-Pessimism”, Africa, 78, 4 (November 2008). 
 
“Imagined Modernities: community, nation and state in postcolonial Africa”, in Luis Reis 
Torgal, Fernado Tavares Pimenta & Julião Soares Sousa (eds.), Comunidades 
Imaginadas: Nação e Naciolismo em África (Coimbra: University of Coimbra, 2008). 
 
“Twilight Zone: Sociedade Civil e Polítical em Angola”, in Nuno Vidal & Justino Pinto 
de Andrade (eds.), Sociedade Civil e Democracia em Angola (Luanda & Lisboa: 
Firmamento, Universidade Católica de Angola & Universidade de Coimbra, 2008). 
 
“El Papel del Estado en el África poscolonial”, Vanguardia Dossier (January/March 
2008). 
 
“Transições políticas em Angola: e pluribus unum”, in Nuno Vidal & Justino Pinto de 
Andrade, O Processo de Transiçåo para o Multipartidarismo em Angola (Lisbon: 
Edições Firmamento, 2007) 
 
“Las politicas de víolencia y conflicto en el Africa contemporánea”, Revista 
Académica de Relaciones Internacionales, 6 (April 2007). 
 
“Violence, Power and Rationality: a political analysis of conflict in contemporary 
Africa”, in Patrick Chabal, Ulf Engel & Ana-Maria Gentili (eds.),  Is Violence Inevitable 
in Africa: theories of conflict and approaches to conflict prevention (Leiden: Brill, 2005). 
 
“Area Studies and Comparative Politics: Africa in context”, Afrika Spectrum, 40 
(2005) 3. 

 
“Power in Africa Reconsidered”, in Ulf Engel and Gorm Rye Olsen (eds.),  The African 
Exception (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2005).   
 
“African Political Systems: pre-colonial to contemporary”, in Kevin Shillington (ed.),  
Encyclopedia of African History ( New York: Routledge, 2004). 
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“Beyond States and Empires: chiefdoms and informal politics”, [with Gary Feinman and 
Peter Skalnik], Social Evolution and History (Moscow), 3, 1 (March 2004). 
 
“How does Africa Works work?  Retour sur une lecture hétérodoxe du politique en 
Afrique noire” [with Jean-Pascal Daloz], in Alessandro Triulzi & M. Cristina Ercolessi 
(eds.), State, Power, and New Political Actors in Postcolonial Africa (Milan: Fondazione 
Feltrinelli, 2004).   
 
“Karingana ua Karingana: Mia Couto as Story Teller”, in Margarido Calafate Ribeiro, et 
al. A Primavera toda para ti (Lisbon: Presença, 2004).   
 
“La politique comparée et les études en termes d’aires culturelles”, in C. Thiriot, M. 
Marty & E. Nadal (eds.), Penser la politique comparée: un état des savoirs théoriques et 
méthodologiques (Paris: Karthala, 2004)  pp. 75-80. 
 
“Politická kultura v Africe: modernita, neporadek, racionalita”, in P. Skalník (ed.), 
Politická Kultura: antropolgie, sociologie, politologie (Prague: SET OUT, 2004). 
 
“NEPAD: análise e perspectivas”, O Mundo em Português (Lisbon), January 2003. 
 
“Demokratins frukter har inte kunnat skördas”, AXESS (Stockholm), February 2003 
 
 “Mia Couto or the Art of Story Telling”, Portuguese Literary and Cultural Studies, 
Volume 10, Spring 2003.   
 
“Violence, Politics and Rationality in Contemporary Africa”, The Ballot (Pretoria), 2002. 
 
“Angola e Moçambique: o peso da história”, in Amós Nascimento (ed.), Brasil: 
perspectivas internacionais (Piracicaba, SP: Editóra UNIMEP, 2002).   
 
“The Quest for Good Government and Development in Africa: is NEPAD the answer?”, 
International Affairs, 78, 3(2002).  
 
"African Politics in Historical Perspective," in Lubos Kropacek and Peter Skalník (eds.), 
Africa 2000: Forty Years of African Studies in Prague (Prague: SetOut, 2001). 
 
" Verlierer auf der ganzen Linie? Afrika im Zeitalter der Globalisierung", Neuer Zürcher 
Zeitung,   13 February 2001.  
 
“Angola and Mozambique: the weight of history”, Portuguese Studies, 17 (2001). 
 
Mozambique: Prospects for Stability (Geneva: UNHCR, Centre for Documentation and 
Research, February 2001). 
 
"Managing Disorder in Contemporary Africa: for a realist approach", in Kurimoto Eisei 
(ed.), Rewriting Africa: towards a renaissance or collapse (Osaka: National Museum for 
Ethnology, 2001). 
 
“Africa: modernity without development”, ISIM Newsletter (Amsterdam),  (2000). 
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“Is there a French Way of Understanding African Politics”, International Affairs, 3 
(2000). 
 
“Africa in the Age of Globalisation”, Africa Security Review, 10 (2), 2001. 
 
“Algunas consideraciones sobre la democracia en África!”, Nova Africa (Barcelona), 5 
(January 1999). 
 
 “Un regard historique sur le devenir de l’Afrique lusophone australe”, in Dominique 
Darbon (ed.), L’après-Mandela:  enjeux sud-africains et régionaux (Paris: Karthala, 
1999).  
 
“Nós e a África: a questão do olhar”, Oporto, Africana Studia (Oporto), 1 (1999) 
 
“Unordnung und ihr politischer Nutzen”, Der Überblick (Hamburg), 2 (1999). 
 
“A Few Reflections on Democracy in Africa”, in International Affairs, 74, 2 (April 
1998). 
 
“Angola e Mozambico: il peso della storia”, Africa e Mediterraneo (Bologna), 1 (1998). 
 
“A Transição Democrática em África: problemas e perspectivas”, in Que Estados, que 
Nações em Construção?”  (Praia, Cape Verde: Fundação Amílcar Cabral, 1998). 
 
"What is Africa?  Interpretations of post-colonialism and identity", in Victor Pereira da 
Rosa and Susan Castillo (eds.), Pós-Colonialismo e Identidade (Oporto:Edições 
Universidade Fernando Pessoa, 1998). 
 
“South Africa in Transition”, in Cahiers d’Etudes Africaines (Paris),  147, XXXVII-3, 
1997. 
 
“Political Transitions in Lusophone Africa”, in Cahiers d’Etudes Africaines (Paris), 147, 
XXXVII-3, 1997. 
 
"The (De)construction of the Postcolonial Political Order in Black Africa", in John 
Middleton (ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sub-Saharan Africa (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1997).  
 
Apocalypse Now?  A postcolonial journey into Africa.  Inaugural Lecture.  King’s 
College London, 1997. 
 
“The Prospects for Democracy in Lusophone Africa”, in Portuguese Studies, 12 (1996). 
 
"The African Crisis: context and interpretation", in Terence Ranger & Richard Werbner 
(eds.), Postcolonial Identities in Africa (London: Zed Press, 1996). 
 
“The Transition to Multiparty Politics in Lusophone Africa: Problems and Prospects”, 
Lusotopie (Paris), 3 (1996).   
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"Aspects of Angolan Literature: Luandino Vieira and Agostinho Neto", African 
Languages and Cultures, 8, 1 (1995). 
 
"Entender la política del  África negra postcolonial", Nova Africa (Barcelona), 1 (July 
1995). 
 
"The End of Empire in Lusophone Africa: Portugal and the anticolonial wars, 1960-
1974" in T. Earle & N. Griffin, Portuguese, Brazilian and African Studies Presented to 
Clive Willis on his Retirement (Warminster: Aris & Philips, 1995). 
 
"Revolutionary Nationalism?  Lusophone African Decolonisation in Historical 
Perspective",  in Charles-Robert Ageron & Marc Michel, L’ère des décolonisations 
(Paris: Karthala, 1995). 
 
"Democracy and Daily Life in Black Africa", International Affairs, 70 (1994). 
 
"O Estado Pos-colonial na África de expressão portuguesa", Soronda: Revista de Estudos 
Guineenses (Bissau), 15 (1993). 
 
"No Reino de Caliban: homenagem a Manuel Ferreira", Colóquio/Letras (Lisbon), 125 
(1993). 
 
"Emergencies and Nationalist Wars in Portuguese Africa", Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History, 21, 3 (1993) and in Robert Holland (ed.), Emergencies and 
Disorder In European Empires after 1945 (London: Cass, 1993). 
 
"Some Reflections on the State in Post-colonial Portuguese-speaking Africa", Africa 
Insight (Pretoria), 23, 3 (1993). 
 
"The Post-colonial State in Portuguese-speaking Africa", Portuguese Studies, 8 (1992). 
 
"Amílcar Cabral", in Harvey Glickman (ed.), Political Leaders of Contemporary Africa 
South of the Sahara:  a biographical dictionary (Wesport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1992). 
 
"The Price of Money: France and structural adjustment in Africa",  African Affairs, 90, 
359 (1991) 
 
"Pouvoir et Violence en Afrique Contemporaine", Politique Africaine (Bordeaux), 42 
(1991). 
 
"Africans, Africanists and the African Crisis", Africa, 61, 4(1991). 
 
"The Political and Cultural Context of Agostinho Neto's Poetry", in A Voz Igual: Ensaios 
sobre Agostinho Neto (Lisbon: Angolê, 1990). 
 
"The Socialist Ideal in Africa", Africa, 60, 2 (1990). 
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"Revolutionaries in Portuguese Africa", Journal of Southern African Studies, 14, 3 
(1988). 
 
(with Eduardo White), "Augusto de Conrado: an early Mozambican poet", Portuguese 
Studies, 4 (1988). 
 
"Historia y praxis en el uso y el abuso de la noción de socialismo africano (1957-1983)", 
in Luis Castro Leiva (ed.), Usos y Abusos de la Historia en la Teoría y en la Práctica 
Política (Caracas: Colección IDEA, 1988). 
 
"Portugal: the revolution in perspective", Portuguese Studies, 4, (1988). 
 
"Marxism in Africa: Amílcar Cabral, Agostinho Neto, and Ahmed Sékou Touré‚", in 
Robert Gorman (ed.), Biographical Dictionary of Marxism (Wesport, CT: Greenwood 
Press, 1986). 
 
"Thinking about Politics in Africa", in Political Domination in Africa: Reflections on the 
Limits of Power (Cambridge University Press, 1986). 
 
"Revolutionary Democracy in Africa: the case of Guinea-Bissau", in Political 
Domination in Africa:  Reflections on the Limits of Power (Cambridge University Press, 
1986). 
 
"Ogun, the African Prometheus: reflections on some recent historiography of Lusophone 
Africa", Portuguese Studies, 2 (1986). 
 
"Littérature et Libération Nationale: le cas d'Amílcar Cabral", in Les Littératures 
Africaines de Langue Portugaise (Paris: Fondation Calouste Gulbenkian, 1985). 
 
"La République de Guinée-Bissau", in Guide Constitutionnel et Politique des Etats 
d'Afrique (Paris: Economica, 1984). 
 
"La République de Cap Vert", in Guide Constitutionnel et Politique des Etats d'Afrique 
(Paris: Economica, 1984). 
 
"Socialismo na Guiné-Bissau: problemas e contradições no PAIGC desde a 
independência", Revista Internacional de Estudos Africanos (Lisbon), 1, 1 (1984). 
 
(with Paul Joannides), "Copping out with Coppola", Cambridge Quarterly, 13, 3 (1984). 
 
"Partisan Picture", African Affairs, 82, 326 (1983). 
 
"Party, State and Socialism in Guinea-Bissau", Canadian Journal of African Studies, 17, 
2 (1983). 
 
"People's War, State Formation and Revolution in Africa: a comparative analysis of 
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Angola", The Journal of Commonwealth and 
Comparative Politics, 21, 3 (1983). 
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"National Liberation in Portuguese Guinea, 1956-1974", African Affairs, 80, 318 (1981). 
 
"The Social and Political Thought of Amílcar Cabral: a re-assessment", Journal of 
Modern African Studies, 19, 1 (1981). 
 
"Guinée-Bissau et Cap Vert: histoire et plitique", Le Mois en Afrique:  Etudes Politiques, 
Economiques et Sociologiques Africaines (Paris), 16, 190/191 (1981). 
 
"Coup for Continuity", West Africa, 12 January 1981. 
 
"Party Politics behind Guinea-Bissau Coup", West Africa, 15 December 1980. 
 
"The PAIGC: dilemmas of continuity", West Africa, 22/29 December 1980. 
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