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2015 Outstanding Asian American Youth Awards
Winners (L to R): Priyanka Jain, Simin Liu, ( Sen. Stewart),
Madeline Nelson, Bianca White, Jhen Liu.

Putting classroom experience to
work for us in the Legislature
As a retired educator, Mimi Stewart knows what works and what doesn’t when it
comes to giving our children a quality education. That’s why Mimi focuses on passing legislation that supports teachers and students in the classroom. One of her top
priorities is letting teachers get back to teaching by reducing the burdensome amount
of testing. Since a lot of schools in Albuquerque and around the state are in desperate need of repair, Senator Mimi Stewart is sponsoring legislation to increase funding
for vital repairs of our schools. Effective reading skills are more important in today’s
economy than ever before. That’s why Mimi also wrote the Early Literacy Act to
provide early intervention for students who need extra help with reading.

Your priorities matter!

To make sure I’m focusing on your priorities, please fill out and return this survey to me.
What should be the Legislature’s top priority?
Strengthening public education.
Improving public safety.
Increasing the number of good-paying jobs.

Making state government more accountable
and transparent.
Increasing access to high-quality health care.
Helping our veterans and their families.

What’s the best way to put more New Mexicans back to work?
Help existing local businesses create more good-paying jobs.
Attract new and expanding businesses from other states.
A combination of local business support and business recruitment.
Increase growth in renewable energy employers and jobs.

I’d like to hear
from you!
I’d really like to hear your
thoughts on what the State
Senate should be focusing on
in 2016. Please contact me
with your ideas and suggestions!
Senator Mimi Stewart
State Capitol Room 414C
Santa Fe, NM
(505) 986-4856
mimi.stewart@nmlegis.gov

mimistewart.org
@Sen_MimiStewart
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A year of challenges and opportunities
Dear Friend,
Thanks for taking time to read my newsletter. I hope it’ll give you a good idea of what I’ll try to accomplish this year.
No one would disagree that we are facing challenges in New Mexico in 2016; our needs are many and our resources
few. But with these challenges come a number of crucial opportunities for our state. That’s why I’m continuing my work
to improve our public schools, protect our environment, create jobs for our working families, and ensure safety in our
neighborhoods.

Keeping the best teachers in our classrooms
Right now, New Mexico is losing too many teachers to other
states and other occupations, in part because we have not
given a meaningful salary increase since the Great Recession of 2008. Albuquerque Public Schools still have almost
140 classrooms that are staffed by substitute teachers. I’m
sponsoring Senate Bill 14 to increase minimum salaries for
teachers and recruit and retain the best possible educators
in our classrooms.

More teaching, less testing
It’s not just inadequate salaries creating
our teacher shortage. Our current testing and evaluation system is also unfair,
unworkable, and is driving educators
away. After efforts to reform this
system in the Legislature proved
to be unsuccessful, I joined educators and other community leaders
in the lawsuit that has stopped this
burdensome evaluation process
until we can slow down and get
the evaluation right by asking the
educators what works to improve
student performance.
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A year of challenges and opportunities
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Creating more good-paying jobs
Along with strengthening public education, we also have to do a lot more to help New Mexico companies grow and
thrive. I’m sponsoring legislation to extend the tax credit for our home solar systems to protect our clean air and water
and create high-paying, quality jobs. Residential solar energy is the fastest-growing industry in the state — over 90
companies are hiring technicians, installers, and salespeople right now.

Improving public safety
As I talk with many of you about your concerns over public safety in our community, I’m struck by the fact that
citizens with mental health issues are often involved in criminal offenses. That’s why I strongly believe that a smarter
approach at preventing these offenses should be a big part of our public safety strategy. I’m working to develop treatment centers rather than policing and jailing citizens who shouldn’t be taking up jail beds, only to get out and recommit
crimes. We can save money on prisons — keeping them for violent criminals — and better address our substance abuse
problems with improved treatment and prevention.
You can learn more about my work on these and other issues inside this newsletter. And please let me know your
thoughts! I always appreciate your ideas and comments. Call, email, or visit me in Santa Fe. You’re always welcome!

Saving homeowners money and
creating solar energy jobs

2016 Priorities
Increase teacher pay
so that we attract
and retain the best
possible educators in
local classrooms.

Senator Mimi Stewart is currently sponsoring
Senate Bill 13, which extends the 10% tax credit
for homeowners who install solar electric or solar
heat systems. By taking advantage of one of our
greatest natural resources – 340 days a year
of sunny weather – this legislation will help
Albuquerque families save money on their
power bills. It’s also a big shot in the arm
for solar energy companies in our state.
The tax credit gives homeowners a big
incentive to go solar and helps solar employers thrive and grow into the future.

Continue encouraging
growth in local solar
and renewable energy
employers.
Reduce childhood
obesity by restoring
PE classes in our
elementary schools.

Sincerely,

Q&A
Senator Mimi Stewart

with Senator
Mimi Stewart

What can the Legislature do to help improve
New Mexico’s economy?

What are you doing to address local concerns
regarding crime in our community?

Senator Mimi Stewart: First of all, we have to do more to
support local New Mexico companies that are putting people to
work. That’s why I sponsored the 10% tax credit for homeowners
who install solar energy systems. This measure saves homeowners money through lower energy costs and also encourages our
solar energy companies to keep creating jobs.

Senator Mimi Stewart: One huge improvement we can make is
to increase our crime prevention efforts through greater attention to mental illness. There’s no question that a lack of access
to high-quality mental health services plays a role in a significant
number of criminal offenses. By beefing up treatment and early
intervention, we can prevent these crimes before they occur.

As a former educator, what are your top
education priorities?

With so many local families counting on two
incomes do you think we still have an issue
with equal pay in the workplace?

Senator Mimi Stewart: My goal has always been supporting local teachers and students and emphasizing teaching over
testing. I really believe New Mexico can do more to provide our
schools with the funding they need to build bright futures. One
important step in the that direction would be to invest $100
million from our Land Grant Permanent Fund in early childhood
education.

Senator Mimi Stewart: Absolutely. There are still too many
situations where women are not paid the same as men for the
same work. That’s why I sponsored legislation to require equal
pay for equal work where state contractors are concerned and we
can still do a lot more to eliminate pay disparities throughout the
economy.

3 reasons why solar energy is
crucial to New Mexico’s future

45% $172M 90
From 2012 to 2014,
the number of solar
jobs in New Mexico
grew by 45%.

In 2014, investment in
New Mexico solar energy
jobs was $172 million.

There are more
than 90 solar
businesses in
New Mexico.

Senator Stewart signing in with Senators
John Pinto and Mary Kay Papen.

I’d like to know
what you think!
During the upcoming legislative
session, we’ll be considering a
wide range of issues that are
crucial to New Mexico’s future. One of our top challenges
is encouraging the growth of
good-paying, family-wage jobs.
As always, strengthening our
public schools plays a big role
in our economy and our future.
And we’ll also be looking at
ways to support local law enforcement and local communities to keep our neighborhoods
and our families safe. I’d really
like to know how you think your
Legislature should address
these challenges!
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