Impulsively, I quietly asked her if I could write her story."
As she began to do so, she realized that she had to go to Pakistan to do a
kind of "human rights tour," seeing what tourists don't see. Aisha's family
were her hosts and gUides around the cities and countryside. In Punjab,
she needed a male family member to escort her on any outings, and in the
northwestern part of the country, which is closer to Afghanistan, she and
the other women were restricted to the family compound during the day.
"Being scrutinized on the street is very real," she recalled, adding that while
out in public one senses "lots of sexual tension."
Once she returned to the U.s., St. Joan still needed to proceed carefully.
The "tell no one" philosophy still applies to Aisha's story. Although she had
originally planned to write a nonfiction account of Aisha's experiences, a
"nagging fear" that she could put her friend in danger plagued her. "Finally,
the decision to make the book a novel came from my own desire as a 'writer
to follow the words, the images in my mind, the intentions that grew to be
greater than Aisha's story .... I wanted to the tell the truth about Pakistan in
a deeper way."
The author was concerned aboutpossibly crossing a line into
condescension or even exploitation. The hazards that come with indicting
another culture's systems are numerous, but the outsider's.perspective can
also be inSightful. St. Joan asked herself, What do you bring as an outsider?
How do you have the proper tone as an outsider? While she realized that an
outsider will see things that people within the culture don't see, "you can
also be misunderstood and misunderstand." It's crucial "to have reliable
sources inside that are willing to educate you. But their interpretation of
what goes on still might be defensive and worth challenging as well." In
the novel, Lia, an American worker, voices her frustrations with Pakistani
culture, only to have Ujala call her on her "Western biases" and point out
that American culture is not without its own serious gender problems.
Gimme shelter
Once you finish reading this novel, you will want to know how you can
help. One of St. Joan's goals is "increasing awareness of the serious gender
injustice there within the complexity of the political/social mix." Step one,
then, is to educate yourself, taking particular care to acknowledge all the
factors at play, from economics to geography to colonial history. While
"tell no one" is still a governing principle for much of the human-rights
workers in Pakistan, there are prominent figures who have published books
and spoken out about their causes. For the scholarly-minded,
St. Joan
recommends Tahira S. Khan's book Beyond Honour: A Historical Materialist
Explanation of Honour-Related Violence. She also mentioned Mukhtar Mai,
a woman who was gang-raped in 2002 under orders from a village council
as punishment for what was seen as misconduct committed by her brother.
This case was covered extensively in the American press, and Mukhtar
has published a memoir called In the Name of Honor. Other major activists
include HinaJilani, AsmaJahangir, Zia Ahmed Awan, and Farida Shaheed.
Of course, money is always helpful, too. Many of the activists mentioned
above are affiliated with or endorse charitable organizations. Aisha is now
back in Pakistan continuing her work with women and girls, and half of the
author's proceeds from the novel are going to help build a safe shelter there.
"They have the place and the contractor's bid," St.Joan reports. "They just
need the money." Tell everyone .....

T

Jacqueline St. Joan reads from
My Sisters Made of Light

T

5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11

T

Garcia Street Books,
376 Garcia St., 986-0151

I

1
I
I

1

:

liiQ)

1..____
I~

~.

..........
__

_ ... _-- .. ----

:~NTIO;THiSAl)F(}R

..

.

DISCOUNT

Not volid for corry-out

Painlu

Hard to chew? Loud clicking? Headaches? You me
Dr.Wartell has been helping people with jaw, faCE
for years. Many dentists, phYSicians and patients
We use research-proven methods, without surger
Member: American Academy of Craniofacial Pain, American Academy
American Headache Society, American Pain Society

INSURANCE

PAYS

TMJ disorders are covered by most
medical plans. We're experts at
getling reimbursement for most patients.

ALAN ROGE
Comprehensive .Compassior
Family Physician
In Santa

98

\

530-A
l1111M1I'If

.CIJ:::Inrnrfp.r

