concept

Mind mapping is the first stage of our
brainstorming process. In this exercise, all
three of us got different markers and began
with the three main aspects of learning in our
school. These were project based learning,
constructivism, and multiple intelligences.  
We each began making a web of ideas off
of these ideas. We all took a separate place
on the paper and began growing ideas of off
other ones.
Once we exhausted our ideas in one
space, we would switch with each other and
branch ideas off of the concepts that our
partners had discovered. This was a great
way to renew our creativity and begin to understand the main concepts that reoccurred
in the graph.
Looking back at our graph, after the process was over, we were able to see patterns
and ideas that linked together. In this, we
were also able to see the ideas that showed
up the most and overlapped under different
categories. We realized that it was these
ideas that needed to be concentrated on the
most.
From this, we took the data and moved it
into a more organized system of explanation.
This first step was very important in helping
organize all the concepts on a broad and
concise level, but the thinking map allows for
us to express these ideas in a more understandable form.

mind mapping
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Moving from our mind map, we began to
see patterns in the ideas that occurred most
in our brainstorming. We used this thinking
map to begin to point out these overlaps in
concepts.
Our graph is easy to explain. We began
again with our three main concepts. From
these we pulled the six ideas that showed up
the most out of these concepts. These ideas
are more specific and direct ways of learning and teaching. From these we were able
to pull out main points that we would want
our school’s curriculum to maintain. These
are specific ideas that our school should
enforce.
Once these were established, we realized
that we could write an overall goal for our
school that incorporates all of these ideas
and concepts for our curriculum. This goal
is in the center of our graph to show it’s centralized importance for both concepts and
design ideas.
The design ideas are what come after the
goal. These are broad ideas that eventually
stemmed off of our concepts on the mind
map. These address ways to support the
curriculum and goals of the school. From
these big ideas, we were able to establish
more specific design concepts that can be
carried over into our final design.
This graph was a great way to organize
the way we thought out our brainstorming
process. It shows how the concepts we were
given, turned into our ideas and eventually transformed into our goals and specific
design ideas. This was a helpful tool to organize our initial brainstorming process.
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concept
After completing our thinking map, it was
time to narrow down the final concept of
our primary school in Finland. We decided
that the main focus of our school needs to
be student learning through the community.
This relationship will be able to help both the
students and the community to grow separately and also together.
To show this symbiotic relationship, we
created a diagram that illustrates the sharing
of ideas and resources between these two
groups. The diagram portrays what each
group brings to the table and also how each
one benefits from the other.  Some of these
benefits, are shared between the two and
that is what the central ven diagram shows.
The gray arrows connecting each block illustrates the ways that the two organizations
will be able to interact with one another.
Another large key to the curriculum that
we didn’t want to leave out of the final learning diagram is the holistic curriculum approach. This is the idea that the students
will be taught whole to parts in all aspects of
their learning. This is the concept that hold
the children’s learning together and keeps
the school on the same page.

final concept diagram

