MIND MAPS
The mind map is a stream of consciousness method
of brainstorming from which word associations are
formed. In the case of our project, four concepts
are overlaid. The concepts are Constructivism,
Multiple Intelligences, Student-based Learning, and
Project-based Learning. We wanted to think about
everything that our school could be, branching further and further out to explore all of the possibilities.
The conceptual mind map is then refined into common groups of ideas. In this process or reorganization we looked at different connections and grouped
things together in broader topics; Trust, Balance,
Communication, Exploration, Creativity, Individual
Identity, Expression, Holistic, Respect, Application,
Flexibility, Responsibility, Organized Chaos, Independence, Experimentation, Self-Regulation, and
Ownership. We then reviewed the topics and reorganized them into four larger main ideas.

THINKING MAPS
The four primary areas we identified through the
mind map exercise are individual identity, active
learning, community, and holism. These areas describe the atmosphere created by the school. We
discussed learning in terms of process.
First the student must discover himself, using personal experience as a foundation for new knowledge. Then, through active learning, the student
begins to expand his intelligence by incorporating
new knowledge into his world view. The community
is an integral part of the student’s learning process,
providing support and a means of communication
and expression of ideas and understanding. The
school, as a community, provides the resources
necessary for students to learn, and facilitates the
learning process by teaching students how to learn
through skill development. The school teaches to
the whole student, playing off of his strengths to
improve his weaknesses, teaching about nature,
music, art, movement, logic, language, socialization,
and reflection.

LEARNING DIAGRAM
The process of learning and development is cyclical. It starts with the individual student and supports the individual student, eventually broadening
into community. As the student grows and new information becomes incorporated into his knowledge
base, the process recycles, starting over again with
each new thought or idea. The final thinking map
displays the process of learning within a community.
The process begins with our philosophy statement:
“Discover yourself through active learning in a community with a holistic atmosphere.” Each ring represents one of the core structural ideas within the
school -- identity, active learning, community, and
holism. The rings proceed to wrap around the individual as a support network. The words within each
ring are color coded according to conceptual hierarchy. In theory, once the rings wrap around the central point completely, the process will begin again.

