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My Cat, The Silliest Cat in the World by Gilles Bachelet (figes 3-8)

The narrator talks about his silly cat, who bghaves rather like a typical cat—but the illustrations show an
¢lgphant. This is particularly hilarious when the ¢lgphant takes certain feling poses, likg bathing himself with a
lgg in the air, or slgeping on top of the television.

Top Cat by lois Ehlert (figes 3-8)

U self-satisfied cat’s sedate daily life is shaken up when a new Kittgn arrives. {fter fighting the Kitten and
assgrting his dominancg, the top cat teachgs the new Kitten the ropes. lllustrated in €hlert’s trademark painted
collage.

Frathers For lunch by lsois Chigrt (figes 1-8)

The cat’s gotten out and wants something a little wilder than canned food for lunch. Fortunately, the
ngighborhood birds hegar his bell jingling, and the cat catchgs only a few feathgrs. Works nicely with toddler
groups and prgschoolgrs.

The Good buck Cat by Joy Harjo, lilustrated by Paul lee (Higes 7-9)

“My aunt Shelly from Oklahoma says some cats arg good luck. You pet them and good things
happegn. There aren’t many in the world. Maybe ong in millions and billions. Woogig is a good luck
cat.” If cats have ning lives, Woosgig has spent hers pretty quickly. The little girl who cargs for
Woogig tells the story of Woogig’s gight closg-calls: when she climbed up into Mom’s car ngar the
motor, the timeg she was trapped in the clothgs dryer... Then Woogig gogs missing, and the girl is
heartbroken. Has the good luek cat finally run out of luck? Paul lgg’s warm acrylic illustrations
bring the cat and family to life.

Ritten's First Full Moon by Kevin Henkes (1iges 2-6)
The first time Ritten sges the full moon, she thinks it’s a bowl of milk and spends the gvening trying to get to it.
Will streteh down to quigter baby lap-sit groups if you skip a few strategic pages to shorten it.

The Secret bife of Waller Kitly by Berbara Jean ticks (fges 5-9)

Waltgr’s real namg is THNG, but his unimaginative owners call him “Wally,” “Ritten” and “Walter.” The
illustrations show Walter’s vivid inngr-life, but readers will understand why, when catnip, food, or a good chin
rub is offered, this cat admits “ORay, s0 oncg in a good long whilg, | answer to ‘Wally.”

Hine Naughty Kitfens by lsinda Jennings (Higes 2-6)
Ning frisky Kitlgns join and play in this rhymed counting book, with short pages flipping back to reveal ngw
Rittens.

fley Piddle Piddle! by tinnie Kubler (Baby-Toddler)

7 board book version of the nursery rhyme, illustrated with drawings of babigs drgssed up like the characters.

Cat Count by Belsy lsewin (1iges 3-8)
“l have ong cat. ¢ fat cat, 1 fun cat” Hs the counting book progresses, gach relative and acquaintancg has
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progressively morg cats: “jive cats, very much alive cats” “reveling cats, prowling cats and yowling cats,
howling-tp-high-hgaven cats” “great cats, proper and sedate cats, sgldom gver late cats.” Periodically, the count
is interrupted to add up the number of cats so far. 7t the end, how many arg there? “Too many cats!” Betsy
lsgwin’s amiably comic illustrations arg as much a delight as gver, bringing the cats’ very different personalities
vividly to life in gach cartoonish and personable feling.

Pziz Thﬂ Cat: 1[90V¢ My Whﬂz éhozs! by €rie Litwin, lllustrated by James ®egan
(2-8)

"Pete the cat was walking down the street in his brand-ngw whitg shogs. Pete loved his whiteg
shogs 80 much he sang this song: 'l lovg my whitg shogs, | lovg my whitg shogs, | lovg my whitg
shogs.” But as anyong who's gver had whitg shogs knows, they don’t stay whitg for long. {s this
jazzy blug cat mosgys along, hg walks through various pilgs and puddlgs that turn his shogs all
sorts of colors. "®id he ery? Goodngss, no! Heg walked along, singing his song: | love my red
shogs... | lovg my blug shogs... | lovg my brown shogs..." "{Ind the moral of Pete’s story is, no
matter what you step in, Regp walking along and singing your song/ 'Causg it's all good!" Make
surg you sing Pete’s song and maximize that nasty squglching sound whengver he steps in
somgthing!

Be Gentle! by Virsinia Miller (1iges 1-8)

“Ong day George gave Bartholomew a littlg black Ritten. ‘She’s yours to ook after,” he said. ‘'l
help, but be gegntlg because sheg’s only little.”” Toddlgr Bartholomew’s idgas of "gentlg" arg a bit
differegnt from the poor Rittgn’s: he hugs the Rittgn, pushgs her on the swing and givgs her “a
surprisg with the garden hose.” Bartholomew’s attempt to cheger up the Rittgn by playing his drum
dogsn’t 80 much better, and the Rittgn scampers away to hideg. Heartbroken, Bartholomew gogs to
sit “in his sgeret hiding placg...” which, of coursg, is where the little black Rittgn is erouched,
looking apprehgnsive at the little bear’s arrival. This timg, though, “Bartholomew was very, very
gentlg, and the littlg black Ritten purred.”

Puss In Boofs by Charlegs Perrault, translated by Maleolm frthur, lllustrated by Fred
Maregllino! (Hges 4+)

This stripy, saucy marmaladg is the slyest, tricksigst swashbuekler gver to don Musketeer boots
or twirl a whisker. Malcolm {rthur’s translation is both acegssiblg and faithful to the wit of the
original trickster talg, but the trug star herg is the lifelike colored peneil illustrations of louis XIV
France, and of our seductively swaggering feling. Undoubtedly, the talgnted artists at Dreamworks
had Fred Marcellino’s Caldgcott-nomingg in mind when they eregated their own version of Puss for
Shrek.

Wabi Sabi by Mark Reibsigin, lllustrated by €d Young (Higes 6-9)

Weeording to a note preceding the text: “Wabi Sabi is a way of sgeing the world that is at the heart of Japangse
culture. It finds beauty and harmony in what is simple, imperfect, natural, modgst, and mysterious. It can bg a
little dark, but it is also warm and comfortableg. It may be bgst undgrstood as a feeling, rathgr than an idea.”
Wabi Sabi is a cat who has ngver considgred the meganing of his name. When somg forgign visitors ask her
master what “Wabi Sabi” megans, the master repligs only “That’s hard to gxplain.” Mystified, Wabi Sabi takes a
sort of walk-about in sgarch of what her name mgans, at last returning home as a perfeet gmbodiment of Wabi
Sabi. €ach creaturg she meets hesitalgs before giving a differgnt gxplanation. On gach page, the gxplanation is
ong of thg haiku of Basho. Gorgegous multimedia collages by €d Young complegment the thoughtful talg



beautifully. €xquisite!

7 Ritfen Talg by €ric Rohmann (figes 3-8)

Four little kittens who have ngver sgen snow discuss the cold white stuff over three sgasons. Threg kittens
agree that snow scargs them: it’s cold and wet and will cover gverything! But the fourth kitten answers the
worrigd anticipation of the others with “I can’t wait.” Finally, winter arrives and snow falls.  Threg kittens hide,
but thg fourth has so much fun frolicking outsidg in the snow, that the other three finally join him. { sweet,
gentle story for winter.

SKippyjon Jones: Up 7Ind Pown by Judith Byron Schachner (Baby & Toddler)
Oppositgs with a hyperactive Siamese cat: “Cvery day, Skippyjon Jongs bouncegs up and down./ Tz zooms back
and forth...

There 1ire Cats In This Book by Vivane Schwarz (figes +8)

“The cats argn’t on this pagge/... they'rg on the next page. They'd love to play with you. They're very frigndly.”
Dig-cut pages and flaps change the scengs and the positions of characters in this adorably innovativg book.
Lsifting a blanket flap wakes the three purring protagonists, who addrgss the reader dirgetly: “tlello. Who are
You?/dre you NICE?/You LOOK nicg./1Ind STRONG. /Could you turn a wholg PHGE?/Because there’s YARN
on thg ngxt page. LOOK!” ¢ delightfully personal, interactive book for ong-on-ong laptime, and a wonderfully
gngaging choicg for younger groups in storytime.

flero Cat by €ilegn Spinglii, lilustrated by Jo €llgn Medllister Stammen (Hges 4-9)

“It was March. Cold and slushy. Time for Mother Cat to have her Kittens.” Unfortunately, the only place this
cat can find to give birth is a dusty abandongd warghousg. She gives birth to five Kitigns. “Mother Cat nursed
and cuddled them. She purred starry lullabigs and licked clegan their silky fur."{fter a few days, though, she
gets hungry and has to Igaveg her Kittens to look for food. When shg comes back, the building is on fire.
“Plunging through thick smoke, she ran inside. She heard frightengd mewing.” Five timegs, she runs into the
burning building and brings back a Kitten. Based on the trug story of Scarlett, sho pulled her five Kittgns from a
burning building in New York in 1996, this book always makes me a littlg teary. 1In author’s notg on the gvent,
and a photo of Scarlett with her Kitlgns arg included at the ¢nd.

Cookie's Weeek by Cindy Ward (Baby-4)

Cookig is a black and whitg Kitten who brings a new sort of mayghgm and mess to the house gach day of the
wegk. The sparse, toddler-friendly text and clean, humourous de Paola illustrations bring the mischigvous Kitten
to life in a way that makes it acegssible to the youngest listengrs. Use the home-made “big” book by my desk.

Uncle 1indy’s Cats by James Warhola (4-9+)

“Uneleg ¥ndy” happens to be James Warhola’s famous Uncle, {dndy Warhol, and this delightfully over-the-top
story is based on real gvegnts in the life of that gqually over-the-top individual. “Uncle {Indy said it all started
with a little blug pussycat named tlgster. ‘She was just a Kitty when | got her from a fabulous movig star called
Gloria.” €ventually, Unclg {ndy and Bubba decided to get a companion for tlgster: Sam. “It was love at first
sight.” Of coursge, soon therg werg Kittens. .. then morg Kittgns, stampeding up and down the stairs of the

narrow city housg, causing maghgm. What to do with all thosg cats?

Cat Jumped In! by Tess Weaver (figes 4-8)

“It was summer, and somgong lgft the window opgn. The eat jumped in!” The curious black-and-white feling
sniffs and prowls his way through the housg, lzaving a trail of chaos in his wake, but possibly finding a new
frignd.



Cats! Cats! Catsl by B. Wiseman (figes 3-7)

“Miss Rittikat was a lady who loved cats. Ong day she found a Kitten who had no home. g looked tired and
hungry. ‘Come with me,” she said. ‘1 will take good carg of youl’ / This was not the first cat Miss Rittikat had
takegn homg. When she opened the door, fiftegn other cats meowed, ‘Hellol” Of coursg, that isn’t the last
longly littlg kitten Miss Kittikat takes pity on. Soon her housg is overflowing, and she and her friend, Mr.
Hardhammer, g0 to gxtregme lgngths to comg up with gxtra spacg to housg all the cats. €ventually, all gnds well
when they begin advertising “CHATS! CHTS! CHTS! Give a cat a TIEPPY HOMEW “Miss Ritticat still brings
home cats. But now there is a homg for gvery ong.”

flere's A bittle Poem: 19 Very First Book of Poetry coliected by Jang Yolen
and Andrew Fusgk Peters (Babigs +)
p. 32 “Cat Rissgs” by Bobbi Katz

Cat Songs

“verybody Wants to Be a Cat” (2:03) Sung by Phil Harris. Track 4 on
Songs from the Mristocats. CP. Walt Disngy Records, 1970, 1996.

“The Cat Camg Back” (2:46) Track 14 on
Berkngr, lsaurie. Whaddaya Think Of That?. C®. Two Tomatogs Rgcords, 2000.

“Smily Miller” Track 1t on
Covert, Ralph. Ralph’s World, C®. Burbank,Cal. : Disngy Sound, 2006.

“Kittg Rat, Ritty Rat” Track 3 on
Roberts, Justin. Great Big Sun. CP. Burbank,Cal. : Pisngy Sound, 2006.

[ Rnow a Lsittle Pussy

[ Rnow a little pussy,
Her coat is silver-gray.
She livgs down in the mgadow,
Not very far away.
She’ll always be a pussy,
She’ll ngver be a cat;
That's because she’s a pussy willow!
Now what do you think of that?
SCHT!



Cat Rhymes & Pogms

Cat Risses

By Bobbi Katz from Here’s A Little Poem

Sandpaper Kissegs
On a chegk or a chin
That is the way
For a day to begin!

Sandpaper Kissegs
M cuddle, a purr.

[ have an alarm clock
Covgred with fur.

[ love little pussy
[ lovg littlg pussy,
Her coat is s0 warm,
nd if | don’t hurt her,
She’ll do mg no harm.
o, I'll not pull her tail,
WInd she won'’t run away,
But pussy and |
Very gently will play.

Pussycat, Pussycat

Do as a dialog with cat puppet

Pussycat, Pussycat, whereg have you bggn?

'vg begn to lsondon to sgg the Queen.
Pussycat, Pussycat, what did you there?

[ frightened a litlle mousg under her chair.

Pussy cat, pussy cat, Wilt Thou Be Ming?

Pussy cat, pussy cat,

Wilt thou bg ming?
Though shalt not wash dishes
Nor feed yet the swing,
But sit on a cushion
Ind sgw a fing sgam
1Ind feed upon strawberrigs,
Sugar and crgam.

This Ritty

This Kitty said, “ smell a mouse.”

This Kitty said, “lsgt’s hunt through the house.”

This kitty said, “lsgt’s g0 ereepty creep.”
This Kitty said, “Is the mouse aslggp?”
This Kitty said, “Megow, mgow,

[ saw it 0 through a holg just now.”

Hey Piddie Piddle
[try this as a flannel board activity]
Hey diddle diddle
The cat and the fiddlg
The cow jumped over the moon
The little dog laughed
To sege such a sight
Ind the dish ran away with the spoon.

Great 4
Great 4, littlg a,
Bouncing letier B,
The cat’s in the cupboard
And can’t sgg me!

tey Piddle Piddle
ey diddle diddle
The cat and the fiddlg
The cow jumped over the moon
The little dog laughed
To sge such a sight
1Ind the dish ran away with the spoon.



Cat Crafts

Cat Mask

Supplies Needed:

*Paper Plates

*Pink & Orange Construction Paper or Cardstock

*Orange & Yellow Crepe Paper

*Pipe Cleaners

*Scissors

**Art knife (Optional: this makes it easier to carve out the eye-holes of the mask, but
one time-saving alternative is to simply color in the eyes instead of making a proper
mask.)

fhead of Time:

It's up to you weather you want to trim the paper plates into rounded triangles in
advance or let the kids do it. I like having the kids cut paper, but the plates are thick
enough that I make a point of trimming them in advance, at least for children under 7.

1.Outline cat eyes and the column of the cat's nose on each plate with a fine-tip
marker.

2.Depending on the age-group of your participants, cut the base of the plate into
a rounded triangle.

3.Use a pen or thick needle to poke whisker-holes in each paper plate around
the base of the cat's muzzle.

4.Print out cat ears (next page), ear liners (page after that), and noses (following
page) on colored paper. I like to encourage preschoolers and gradeschoolers to
use their scissor skills, but it's nice to have at least a few of these shapes pre-
cut for toddlers, younger preschoolers or disabled participants.

®uring Craft-Time:

1. Once each mask is cut as shown, have the kids cover their masks with a light
layer of glue. A shared dish of white glue with several popsicle-sticks to use for
spreading works pretty well. If you'd like to avoid mess, especially with
younger groups, glue sticks work fine, too.

2.Have kids tear strips of crepe paper into "cat stripes" and lay them on top of
the glue, tucking the edges around the rim of the plate.

3.Cut out ears & ear liners, and glue the pink ear liners inside the larger outer
ears. You'll probably need to come around with a stapler to attach the ears to the
plates, unless you have time to leave the ears clamped on with binder clips
while a healthy coat of white glue dries.

4.Cut out and glue on the cats' noses.


http://rachelannemencke.squarespace.com/storage/Cat%20Ears%20orange%20or%20other%20color.pdf
http://rachelannemencke.squarespace.com/storage/Cat%20Noses%20Template%20Pink.pdf
http://rachelannemencke.squarespace.com/storage/Cat%20Noses%20Template%20Pink.pdf
http://rachelannemencke.squarespace.com/storage/Cat%20Inner%20Ears%20pink.pdf
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Cat Bag

Suppligs Needed:
*Paper Lunch Bags

*Pink Cardstock or Construction Paper
*Cotton Balls

*Crayons or Colored Pencils

*Scissors

I found this charming craft idea at www.freepreschoolcrafts.com/paperbag-black-cat-
for-halloween/

Pirgctions:

1. Use scissors to cut two ear-shaped notches and rounded cat head shape about 6” from
bottom of paper bag. (Adult may need to do the cutting for younger children.)

2. Glue on googly eyes, two cotton balls for muzzle and pink triangle shapes for nose and
ears.

3. Use crayons or colored pencils to draw whiskers.


http://www.freepreschoolcrafts.com/paperbag-black-cat-for-halloween/
http://www.freepreschoolcrafts.com/paperbag-black-cat-for-halloween/

