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Rates are based on dbl occ. Taxes and fees are additional.
Based on availability for 2011 Departures.

Oasis of the Seas
Largest Ship in the World

Don’t Get “Soaked” on Your Cruise!

800.827.7779

Fall Sailings from $825 p/p

Steve Russ

usairwaysvacations.com

Part or all of the service may be provided by US Airways Express (operated by Air Wisconsin, Chautauqua, Colgan, Mesa, Mesaba Airlines, Piedmont, PSA, Republic and Trans States) or United®. Terms and Conditions: Sample pricing valid as of June 1, 2011. Las Vegas sample prices based on July 10, 2011 departure. Walt Disney World® Resort
sample prices based on August 29, 2011 departure. Sample prices are per person, based on double occupancy and includes all Government taxes and fees. Resort and hotel fees may apply. Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights. Black out dates may apply. Prices may vary significantly based on departure dates. Checked baggage fees may apply; visit
usairways.com/baggage for details. Packages purchased through our Call Center incur additional fees of up to $35 per person. All promotional offers are subject to availability and may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Las Vegas: Offer valid on bookings made June 10 - June 20, 2011 for travel June 10 - September 30, 2011. Minimum 3 night stay required.
Must use promo code SAVE76 to receive discount. Offer valid on new reservations only and does not apply to group bookings. To pick up your Vegas Bite Card - Present your photo ID and US Airways itinerary at Aromi D’Italia - Deli, Cafe & Gelato in the Miracle Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino daily from 7:30 AM - 11 PM. Present your
Vegas Bite Card to receive discount at participating merchants. Discounts received are based upon availability of product or service. Not valid with any other offer. Offers are subject to change without notice. Walt Disney World® Resort: Guests staying at Disney’s All-Star Resorts or Disney’s Pop Century Resort will receive the Quick Service Dining Plan free,
Guests staying at any other Walt Disney World® Resort hotel will receive the Disney Dining Plan. Children ages 3-9 must order off the Children’s menu. Disney’s Deluxe Dining Plan is available at an additional cost. 3-night minimum stay required. Advance purchase required. Availability is limited and other restrictions may apply. One (1) Disney’s PhotoPass®
Photo Book* per room. There are six different cover designs to choose from, or the guest may select the glossy, hard cover option customized with their favorite photo. Guest will receive a voucher at check in that will include instructions on how to order his or her Disney’s Photo Book once he or she returns home. *Online registration required at www.
disneyphotopass.com. Additional restrictions apply. As to Disney artwork, logos, properties: ©Disney Sandals: Book 5 nights or more for travel June 6 - September 5 or November 17- December 23, 2011 and receive 1 mile for every $1 you spend in addition to your regular flight miles. Book 5 nights or more for travel September 6 - November 16 and receive 2
miles for every $1 you spend in addition to your regular flight miles. Bonus miles will be awarded to lead passenger account only. Miles do not count towards Preferred status. US Airways will award miles 6 - 8 weeks after travel has been completed. Bonus miles are based on the total fare amount and do not include international taxes and other non-fare related
charges. All Dividend Miles terms and conditions apply. Offer valid for new bookings only. Not available for groups. All discounts reflected in prices shown. ©2011 US Airways Vacations
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Don’t let the
summer slip away!

ROUNDTRIP AIR FROM BOSTON (BOS),
3 NIGHTS & VEGAS BITE CARD (incl. taxes)
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ROUNDTRIP AIR FROM BOSTON (BOS),
3 NIGHTS, 3-DAY MAGIC YOUR WAY® BASE TICKET AND

DISNEY’S PHOTOPASS® PHOTO BOOK (incl. taxes)
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Plan a romantic Caribbean escape to Sandals Resorts.
Book by July 31, 2011 and you can earn up to 2 miles
for every $1 you spend* on your vacation (and that’s in
addition to the flight miles you’ll earn!)

Book at LO/%PJ/GOK/-/M%TUO#-T!4 call NSS?(<<?S1F;0772 NNN?F1(?=(FF4 or contact P & H Travel Inc. at 508-588-5100.

HIGHEST-VALUE EARLY FALL EUROPE TOURS
9/5 Sorrento $1899; 9/26Adriatic Italy $1769
10/1 Ital.Lakes $1949; 10/4 Tuscany $1849;
10/5 Como&Switz.$2049; 10/6 Sicily$1799
All inc. air, htl, host, most meals, full sites

DURGAN TRAVEL SERVICE STONEHAM, MA
781-438-2224 Since 1969 800-234-9959
Signup for email deals at www.durgantravel.com

By David Biller
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

BACALAR, Mexico — The wa-
ter’s full expression of blue —
from aquamarine to turquoise,
indigo to azure — gently tugs at
me, inviting me to venture in.
This same sensation can be felt
on the white sand beaches of the
Caribbean or the Maldives, but
something sets Mexico’s Bacalar
Lagoon apart.

I can’t quite put my finger on
it until I cup the water in my
hands and pour it over my hair
and face to cool off. The water is
fresh. I can dive into it and swim
with my eyes open, taking every-
thing in.

This pristine place, colloquial-
ly known as the Lagoon of Seven
Colors, is a half hour north of the
Chetumal airport on the Belize
border, yet scarcely known com-
pared with other Mayan Riviera
destinations closer to Cancún.

I kayak back through the Pi-
rate’s Channel, and the sleepy
town of Bacalar comes into sight,
spread along the lagoon’s west-
ern shore. The 18th-century San
Felipe Fort that the Spanish built
to defend against pirates stands
in stark contrast to the town’s
peaceful vibe. Today, the fort is a
well-kept museum chronicling
the rich history of Mayan trade,
Spanish conquest, and piracy.

There are two large Mayan
ruins nearby, but the closest
thing to a pirate ship I find is the
catamaran at the end of the chan-
nel whose owner, Ramon, is the
first person I have seen after five
hours along the mangroves. With
a smile peeking out from his
bushy beard, he looks like a buc-
caneer who is quite content to
never again return to the open
ocean.

Indeed, this lagoon — a nar-
row waterway stretching 26
miles — would suffice for more
than a few seamen. Much as the
Mayans used the surrounding
jungle’s hardwoods to make ca-
noes, Ramon used local mahog-
any felled by a hurricane to build
his catamaran’s deck. Upon it sit
wooden chests and a table with
everything you could possibly
need for a morning on the water:
two bird-watching guides, a jug

of water, a bowl of fruit, and
snorkel gear.

Ramon, clad only in skivvies,
free dives into a cenote, or sink-
hole, signaling to me to follow
before he drops out of sight. I
kick hard with my fins, going
down and down, and discover
the cenote’s stalactites. Cenotes
deposit onto the lagoon’s bottom
white calcium carbonate silt that,
when struck by sunshine, reveals
the resplendent blue spectrum.

I spend an afternoon staring
at the blue palette from a beauti-

ful palapa, a thatch-roofed struc-
ture by the water. In comfortable
wooden furniture, I eat fish mari-
nated in achiote (annato seeds)
and cooked in a banana leaf. Af-
ter dessert — mango bavarian
cream with strawberry sauce — I
move onto the dock, where a
chair swinging out over the water
is the perfect perch to finish my
book, along with a few rum
drinks. I cannot imagine a better
place to while away the day.

One night I hear the distant,
but distinct, sound of a Native

American flute. It speaks of cen-
turies past, and I follow its full
and gloomy notes to a dock ex-
tending out over the lagoon. At
its end stands the flautist, and I
sit down beside him on the
wooden planks to listen and look
at the stars.

Eventually we get to talking.
He came from the US Northwest
a few days ago and, like me, wan-
dered down to Bacalar on an ex-
ploratory whim. Tonight is his
last night here. He has to meet
his family in Cancún, but he
wishes he had instead arranged
for them to meet him in Bacalar.

He should kayak across the la-
goon to the mangroves, I tell
him, before he goes. So we make
plans to meet at sunrise when the
water will still be mirror-like, re-
flecting a celestial sky. On the far
side of the Pirate’s Channel, there
is no trace of modern civilization
and he will see the lagoon as the
Mayans did.

The sun will rise higher. Its
rays will hit the silt just inches
below his kayak’s hull. The water
will fill up with blues of every
shade, and he will feel it resonate
within himself.

David Biller can be reached at
david@davidbiller.com.

Blues worth pursuing to the Mayan Riviera
Getting there
The cheapest way is to fly to
Cancún and take the three-hour
bus ride south to Bacalar on the
ADO bus line, transferring in
Playa del Carmen to the Mayab
bus line. You can also fly to
Mexico City, then fly to Chetu-
mal airport on local airline
Interjet ($200 round trip). A
taxi from Chetumal to Bacalar
is about $20.
Where to stay
qV>M<VqV?DHMEV
17 Costera Bacalar
011-52-983-834-2334
www.casitacarolina.com
A few blocks from the central
plaza, on the water with a yard
and back patio. Cozy rooms and
cabanas $25-$60.
hD> sH;7R>
Avenida Costera 69
011-52-983-152-5608
www.bacalarlagunazul.com
Elegant rooms with water
views. Doubles from $100.
Where to eat
hVcVHVBV
Avenida 5, off the central plaza
The Italian and American own-
ers dish up thin-crust pizza,
bruschetta, and pasta. Entrees
$5-$13.
mVMV
Avenida 3, half a block from the
San Felipe Fort
This comfortable vegetarian
restaurant is a wonderful way
to start your morning. Yoga
classes in the upstairs studio
overlooking the lagoon cost
about $4.
hD> sH;7R>
Avenida Costera 69
011-52-983-834-2817
The hotel’s restaurant. Entrees
$8-$17.
‘VETOD oETVE<VSD
Carretera Federal 307
877-229-2046
www.encantado.com
Traditional Yucatecan dishes.
Entrees $8-$14.50.

What to do
qV<VGV?VE <D;?
011-52-983-120-6990
lagunakristal@hotmail.com
$135 for up to four people.
_VE nRHMBRnD?<
Small but well-organized mu-
seum that tells the region’s
history from Mayan times, $4.
rM?S48V<TOMEP<D;?
1-503-213-4064
This $42 motorboat tour for
two lasts more than 2 hours.
Each additional person $20.
qRED<R SR HVr?;LV
The nearest cenote to the town
center, a short kayak ride away.
qRED<R s5;H
A 1.8-mile walk from town, or
$2 taxi ride.
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PHOTOS BY DAVID BILLER FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Looking out at the lagoon in Bacalar, Mexico, just north of the Belize border, from the San Felipe
Fort, built by the Spaniards in the 18th century, and from a catamaran in the Pirate’s Channel.


