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Removed a message by request; reminder, your real name appears by your messages at Black Box Voting. I'm going to recap the gist of the
removed message, aloog with some expansion of my own. |

The poster applauded Manlyn for the courage she is demanstratng in hanging this legal action. ’
The poster noted "the utter xnthlessaess with which Manalyn has been attacked is not to be believed ™ '
That is correct. Certain online publications and one local ncwspaper have allowed a character assassination campaign against Marks. They .
allowed posters to use scxeen names; there is no reason to believe that the posters were not just the opposing caodidates to Marks, biding :
behind screen names; some were undoubtedly cunrent or former city officials. :
Kolks cao divert altentien as much as they want, bat the issue Marilyn Marks is raising to Aspen is real, and of crucial importaace.

The poster noted that he/she is grateful for BlackBoxV ofmg.arg's aterest in "this very fmportant test of democratic resiliency in America "

Exactly. It 1s a vexy impostant test, which is why we selected the Aspen Project as one of our projects.

There is some additional information that T cut from the article because it was already overdong. I'll cover some of the political background
in the Aspen mayoral race below:

THE BURLINGAME RANCH SCANDAL . Y

Marilyn Marks uncovered overspending and undexdisclosing on a govemment housing project, then ran for mayor and lost Using her
blog, "The Red Aat,” Marks exposed massive cost overrons and sigmificantly misleading cost estimates on the November 2005 ballot to
approve Aspen's Buslingame Ranch "affordable bousing” project. She later deaded to run for mayor, dueling 1t our with incumbent Mayor
Mick Ireland, a key advecate of the Burlingame Ranch project.

The Bidingame Raach project echnically did not go over budget, becanse TIIERE WAS NO BUDGET. What they had for this pricey
\ project was fteeally numbers sketched on 4 nzplin.

Now, here's how taxpayer-subsidized affordable housing works 16 Aspen, not to be confused with the HUI projects or the tenement |
bousing built in mner cties. Aspen's kand costs are way high, so high thar people who work in the city can't afford to live there So, the City l
has purchased land 2nd, m the case of the Buzhingame Ranch Project, apparently also anncxed some land from local land owners. Then the i
City floated a bond measure out o the Taxpayers to get them to foot the bill for affordable housing for people who kve in Aspen. The i
bousing, ouce built, is supposed to be offered through a lottery system.

1 The numbers pruvided to voters were way off for the Buringame project — something ke 2 §68,000 taxpayer subsidy per home was told
1o the votess, when acmally it was over §400,000. These mimhers bemg posted from memory and before finishiog my moming coffes, take
with that stall grain of salt

The Burhingame project was Mayor Mick Irebmd's baby. And be wanted more, 2 Budingame 1T and III. They were going to put bond
measure for that on the ballot n 2008, but in part due to Marks's mvestigative worls, it didn't make it onto the ballot.
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