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This	
  course	
  will	
  examine	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  “theories	
  of	
  practice”	
  that	
  have	
  proven	
  
useful	
  both	
  in	
  education	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  other	
  fields.	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  possible	
  to	
  
develop	
  these	
  further	
  for	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  as	
  practice.	
  These	
  
are	
  theories	
  of	
  meaningful	
  human	
  action	
  and	
  activity,	
  including	
  discourse,	
  
analyzed	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  unique	
  and	
  recurring	
  social	
  practices	
  or	
  “ways	
  of	
  doing”,	
  
from	
  sociology,	
  anthropology,	
  cultural	
  psychology,	
  social	
  linguistics,	
  semiotics	
  
and	
  other	
  fields.	
  Course	
  readings	
  are	
  drawn	
  both	
  from	
  general	
  theories	
  of	
  
practice	
  such	
  as	
  these	
  and	
  from	
  specific	
  studies	
  of	
  educational	
  practice,	
  including	
  
work	
  by	
  Ball	
  &	
  Lampert,	
  Wortham,	
  Lemke,	
  Palincsar,	
  and	
  others.	
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