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From the Pastor: Rev. John Mullaney
Pastoral Care at MSUMC
In life, there are many different situations in which you or a family member might need some
special care from your church or pastor: hospitalizations, surgeries, the death of a loved one,
the birth of a baby, or dealing with a particularly hard season of life. As your new pastor, I want
you to know what a privilege and honor it is to be invited into these intimate moments of your
lives. I am always so grateful for the opportunity to pray with a church member before a surgery
or visit a newborn baby in the hospital! As much as possible, I want our church family to know that they are
loved and cared for by their church and by their pastor.

Our vision is to celebrate the healing light of Christ through love, prayer and service.
Join Us for our August Sermon Series: "House Flipping"
Flipping a house is the process of renovating an existing house
to make it more valuable. The structure largely remains unchanged, but the look of the house is improved and updated. Jesus loved a good ‘renovation project’ and was always
looking to help people re-evaluate who they were called to be
in relation to God. In this series, we will be looking at a vision
for the future of Monte Sano United Methodist Church — What are our strengths? What are areas
where we need to improve? How can we better serve God and our community in the future? Join us
for this series throughout the month of August!
Weekly Schedule
Sundays ........................... Worship - 9 am and 11 am
Sunday School - 10 am
Wednesdays .................... Retired Mountaineers - 10 am (MSBC)
Beginning on August 17
Wednesday Night Dinner - 5:30 pm
Youth Tutoring 3:30 pm (Boys and Girls Club)
Youth Discipleship
6:00-7:30 pm
Choir Practice 6:30 pm
Praise Band Rehearsal - 7:30 pm
Important Dates
Wednesday, August 3 ....... Trustee Meeting - 6:30 pm
Sunday, August 7 ............. Health Screening 10-11 am (Chapel)
Celebration of Life Memorial for Chris Hall
Tuesday, August 9............ Finance Committee - 6:30 pm
Thursday, August 18 ........ MS Village Meeting - 2 pm

The biggest issue I face in offering pastoral care is being aware of the many needs of our church family. In our
current culture, I am finding that people notify the church less and less when in the midst of these life events. If
you are having surgery or if you know of a church member that is in the hospital, please call the church office
and let the church know. We will respect your privacy and keep this information confidential unless you request
otherwise.
While I cannot promise I will be there for every one of these life events, I want you to know I will do my best to
offer you and your family the pastoral care that you need. I hope to increase our overall care of the congregation
in the near future with some new direction for our Congregational Care Team. I hope to work with Loye Pine,
chairperson of our current committee, to provide greater care for the whole church. If you would like to be a part
of this team, please let us know by calling the church office and we will contact you with meeting information.
Blessings,
John Mullaney
(256) 266-4766 or john.mullaney@umcna.org

BIRTHDAYS
August 1
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 8
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 17
August 23
August 29
August 31

Berta Selah
Alex Williams
Michael Timberlake
Ginger Cribbs
Andrew Timberlake
Linda Wallace
Dale Clem
Marianne Masterson
Jan Miller
Aaron Byers
Laurel Clem
Cary Jo Thornton

Sympathies to the family
of: Freida Belew,
Chris Hall, and Marie
Hewett.

Julie Anderson
Debbie Bishop
Sara Burcham
Marguerite Close
Avis Crunk
Judy Davis
Jerry Guynn
Evan Hendricks
Mary Hendricks
John McCoy
Julie Meehan

Carolyn Parkin
Abigale Patrick
Gail Preston
Mamie Rideout
Jeanne Robins
Berta Selah
Jim Stevens
Glen Strom
Walt Terry
Jennifer Triolo
McDaniel Ubi

Nina Walker
Connie White
Ethelyn Wooten
Jessie Zublin Lewis
† MILITARY †
Donald Dalizu
Stanley Dalizu
John Rideout
Nathan Showers
David Stewart

Celebrating the healing light of Christ through love, prayer, and service.

Chris Hall – A Life of Grace (written by Karren Crowson)
Chris was a kind and gentle teacher when he worked for Calhoun Community
College teaching inmates at Limestone Correctional Facility so they might get their
GED. He had access to the inmates’ records, but he never looked. He felt no need to
know. One inmate summed up Chris’ character best in a thank you note stating “I am a
criminal in prison and you are an educated man and yet you treat me as your equal.”
Chris was also a teacher to the rest of us as he taught us about grace after a drunk driver
left him a quadriplegic in 2005. He touched so many lives and was special to everyone
that knew him. Chris and his wife Brenda never gave into despair. Instead Chris used
his life as a witness to his faith. He talked to youth groups. He talked to the Monrovia
Volunteer fire department, the first responders to his accident, about the value of their
Chris Hall
work. He and Brenda tutored at-risk children at Monte Sano Elementary and they January 25, 1951 - July 24, 2016
worked with Mothers Against Drunk Driving. Six months after the accident, when
Chris was headed into yet another major surgery he told a very worried Brenda “either the doctor will fix me and I will go
home with you or I will go home with Jesus. I am a happy man. There is no bad option.”
Chris loved music. He played the drums, the clarinet and sang. His drums continue to be played every Sunday
morning in our contemporary worship service. The “Cans for Chris” that so many of us diligently collected to help buy
physical therapy equipment for Chris will be continued with the money now going to Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
Most importantly Chris’ legacy of teaching us how to live a life of grace will continue. Two of the lines from a prayer that
Chris recently prayed are a glimpse of his amazing spirit.
“Please help those that are not as fortunate as me. Thank you for sending us such loving, helpful friends.”
It was a privilege to know Chris Hall. We will miss him.
Chris Hall (written by Paul Robinson)
Sunday night around 8:30 pm the Good Lord took Chris home to reside with Him in Heaven. I’m sure that Chris
was ready and looking forward to this. The past few weeks have been extremely hard on Chris but as always he would
amaze those who cared for him with his ability to come back and show improvement. Albeit for just a very short period of
improvement. Brenda was ever present as she has been for the past eleven years, always by his side. What a site it must
have been if we could have witnessed Chris’ entry in Heaven’s Gate standing tall and walking upright for the first time in
those long eleven years!
Alice and I have only known Chris and Brenda for about three years but we had become close. We had noticed
Chris and Brenda in Church when we first attended Monte Sano. He was always dressed like a Southern gentleman for
church and always had a sweet smile on his face. How could you not notice Chris? Brenda was with him attending to his
needs every second. When we first started attending Sunday School to our delight Chris and Brenda were members of the
class and we enjoyed getting to know them as we studied God’s words together. One Sunday Chris asked me to tell him
about the lapel pin that I wear. It is a pin of the 99th Infantry Division Association to which I belong as an associate member.
I’m a part of that association due to my brother being in that division during WWII. He was killed in March 1945 as his
group approached the Rhine River in Germany. I’ve written about my brother’s participation in the Combat Engineers that
supported the 99th Division. Chris was extremely interested in what I told him about those events in my brother’s life. I told
him about the many items of the WWII era that I have and about some research that I had done to document my writings. I
asked him if he would like to see it all and talk about it. He agreed that would be fun and we set a date to do so. Thus began
an activity we shared for the next few years. Others such as Lou Davis and Jake Reep joined us and we enjoyed some
discussions and videos concerning the Civil War which Chris considered his favorite subject. He enjoyed most any aspect of
the War and relished our meetings. I shall long remember with joy those times we shared.
Not long after we started meeting our Church started a “Buddy” system which was headed by Loye Pine. The idea
of this was to spend time with someone that was alone, someone struggling with a health issue or anyone who just needed
someone to “care!” Loye asked me if I would be Chris’ Buddy and of course I agreed. Loye knew about our little group
and gave us the name “War Buddies!” It doesn’t have the “ring” of a church group does it? We laughed about that nickname Loye put on us.
Chris was a quadriplegic from a drunk driver hitting him head-on eleven years ago. He never missed church if his
current condition allowed him to do so. A recent change of help on Sunday mornings caused Chris and Brenda to have to
make the decision to drop out of Sunday School. It took Brenda with help over four hours to get Chris ready to go to
Church. They were truly missed and they missed being there. They often told of some of their concerns of why this could
happen in their lives yet being Christians. I believe that all things have purpose in our lives and we may never understand or
know “why?” To me Chris inspired many, many people with that smile, his determination and faithful attendance at Church.
I can tell you without a doubt he truly inspired me to be a better person and I’m sure there are others that share that feeling
about themselves. I feel the world is a better place because of Chris’ strong witness for God!
I shall miss Chris and our little meetings but I will thank God for allowing me to be just a small part of his life! Yes,
I’ll miss my “War Buddy!” Paul

Sharing with every child…
LOVE
Teaching children a message of hope that Jesus
brings to all of us
PRAYER
Instilling a personal relationship with Jesus to
grow personally and spiritually
SERVICE
Determining God given talents so they can be a
blessing to others
A Word About
Our Nursery
We know it is hard for young
children to sit still for an hour,
so we expect some wiggling,
crawling under the pews, and
the occasional loud noise. We
provide some age-appropriate
activity bags for children
outside the Sanctuary doors, if
you would like to have something to keep little hands busy
during worship. We also have
a wonderful nursery for infants
through preschool aged children where your child can be
cared for while you worship.

Our Children’s Sunday
School!
We are gearing up for a great
Fall Children’s Sunday School
Program! Pat McMillion has
agreed to be our interim
Children’s Sunday School
Coordinator! With a little help
from a lot of folks, she is
initiating team approach. She
hopes to keep all the children
together for a introduction to
the lesson, and then have the
kids break up in smaller
groups for the Bible Story and
Lesson.
They will then
regroup for crafts, songs, and
activities.

The Nursery is open on Sunday
mornings from 8:50 am to
12:10 pm for children ages 6
weeks through 3 years. We
provide a loving environment
where all children are cared for
by our qualified nursery director, Brenda Letson and volunteers each week.

If you can be a part of this
Children’s program, whether
for a single story or activity or
on a weekly basis, please
attend the planning meeting
on contact Pat McMillion 256651-1651
or
email
p.mcmillion@aol.com.

FOUNDATION 2016 (previously known as Discover Weekend)
On August 12th –14th, all Middle Schoolers are invited to join us for a
weekend filled with fun, fellowship, laughter, and love; as we discover our
firm foundations! High Schoolers will lead small groups, discussions and
games
Cost: $40/youth. All supplies and food are provided.
For more information email Josh jwilliams @tpsfoc.com or call 205-5332393.

Our Youth...
consists of a diverse group of teenagers who are
seeking a community that is open to all who are
searching for their place in God’s epic story. We learn
how to emerge our true forms of grace, hope, faith,
and love as we serve each other and the community.
This is a safe place, a place to discover, a place to
learn and grow … it is Solid Ground … and ALL are
welcome here! Come join us for our weekly activities
designed around our focus on service to God, to
ourselves, and to others
During Sunday School we dive into our lives through
the lens of scripture. Bring your bibles, an open heart,
and good stories from the week as we use this time to
grow together in love and truth.
At Youth Group (Sundays, 5:30 – 7:30 pm) after
dinner provided by parents, we dive into the week’s
lesson and discussion, followed by worship, games,
and copious amounts of laughter and fun! Our
lessons are designed to include lots of student
interaction and feedback, and tailored to gracefully but
boldly address the issues our teenagers face every
day, and what they will face in the world they will one
day lead
Discipleship Wednesdays resumes 8/17!
Tutoring at Boys and Girls Club (3:30 - 5:30 pm)
This is the favorite and most treasured event of our
youth group! We have cultivated a relationship with
the mentors and children of James A Lane Boys and
Girls Club who we have served with for 10
years. From 4-5pm every Wednesday each teenager
is paired with a child in need of help with homework or
reading, where they develop powerful relationships
and bonds. We meet at Starbucks on Governors
Drive at 3:30 and caravan over to the club at 3:50. We
then transport the children back to the church at 5:00
pm for dinner and discipleship.
Discipleship Night – (5:30 - 7:30 pm) After dinner
(Cost: $3/teenager) with our church family in the
fellowship hall, we move over to the youth building
where one of our teenagers has prepared a lesson
from a topic that has stirred their heart(s). We then
block off the Sunday school rooms for study hall
where we help each other with homework and studies
until pick-up at 7:30 pm.

