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THE ANDRESON FAMILY

By JOHN C. FUNK

PART 11 - JHE SON

OHN ANDRESON, JR., was born on January 7, 1873, in San Ber-

nardino, California, at the old adobe family homestead which

formerly stood at the site of the former St. Charles Hotel
on Third Street, just west of "E" Street. He was the second
child, and eldest son, of the five children born to John and
Emma (Knapp) Andreson. Mr. Andreson, Sr., was a native of Sch-
leswig Holstein, near the Denmark/German borner, and became a
highly respected banker and businessman in San Bernardino after
settling here in 1871.

Jomn Andreson, Jr. was educated in San Bernardino's private schools and in the Sturges
Academy, from which he was graduated in 1891, His first employment was as a surveyor
with the Santa Fe Railroad in 1891, He left this job in 1892 and, under his father's
guidance, entered the service of the Farmers! Exchange Bank. (This bank had been co-
founded in about 1888 by Andreson, Sr., who served as a Director, and later President,
for many years.) dJohn,Jr., began his banking career as a collector, but soon filled
various positions up to cashier and later as Vice-President. He resigned from the bank
in 1908, but retained his seat on the Board of Directors for many years thersafter.
During his service with the Farmers' Exchange Bank he was also the Secretary-Treasurer
of the Savings Bank of San Bernardino from January, 1906, to October, 1910, He was that
bank's Vice-President from October, 1917 to April, 1920,

When his father died in 1912, Mr. Andreson, Jr., devoted the majority of his time to
the Andreson Compeny, a Real Estate Holding Company within the Andreson family which
erected San Bernardino's then-largest office building complex at the northwest corner of
Third and VE" Streets in 1927. The Company also operated and managed the Andreson
family's property holdings in several Southern California communities.

John Andreson, Jr., was elected to the San Bernardino County's Board of Supervisors,
representing the Fifth Supervisorial District and succeeding the four month appointment
of James E. Russell. Mr. Andreson served as a Supervisor from November 23, 1926 to Dec-
ember 2, 1940, and here he also emulated his distinguished father who was a Third Dist-
rict Supervisor from 1887 to 1880 and 1883 to 1885. Mr. Andreson, Jr., was in office
when the San Bernardino County Flood Control District was conceived in 1938, approved by
the State Leglslature in April, 1939, and initially staffed in July, 1939. This long
contemplated action was deemed a necessity when the great flood
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of early March, 1938, wreaked such extensive devastation ST. CHARLES HOTEL.
throughout San Bernardino County, along with mch of Southern o7 e
California. TR

Mr, Andreson was acutely aware of the dangers from forest
fires and the constant necessity for intelligent forest conser-
vation, During the 12,900 acre mountain fire, which raged from
July 25th to August 4th, 1911, Mr. Andreson made forty-six trips
to the firelines and, along with hundreds of others, fought it :
every inch of the way before finally overcoming it. He fully Rates, $1.25, $1.50 and $2 per asy

recognized the dangers to farms, homes and businesses in the Btoxto Rooms toeema T
valley from the winter rains following these watershed burns and _©«x: somx axvaesow.erap.
concerned himself with flood protection measures which could Timos-Index, Feb. 21, 1891
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