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"PART | - THE BAN BERNARDING CITY PHESS | T is difficult to envision any new,

booming town without a local news-
paper to report its progress, but
this was San Bernardino's lot from its
founding in 1851 until almost a decade
later,
compiled by the WPA Writers'! Program in

1940, two unofficial "newspapers" were

FRED HOLLADA published in longhand before the arrival
By o 1 of the first printing press in town:

L

#First was The Scorpion, edited by 'Tom, Dick and Harry.' The editors designated the
Bank of England as their authorized agents to collect subscriptions at the rate of 'one
bale of hay, two dozen eggs, one thousand shakes (shingles), and a sack of onions.'

"The Scorpion stung the entire town, beguiling its readers with a carnival of hoax,
The readers liked it, and the paper grew in popularity.

“Then came The Illustrated Hog Eve, edited by 'Harry, Tom and Dick' who declared the
House of Rothschild their sole representative and attempted to dissuade The Scorpion's
readers by cutting subscription rates to '‘one cow and calf.' With trumpet-tongued
denunciations, the editors of The Hog Eye attacked and maligned The Scorpion.

"The Scorpion fought back, and the fight went on for years. The town was split into
two uproarious camps, the readers of The Scorpion, the
readers of The Hog Eye. Both papers thrived on a cir-
culation boom,

"No one enjoyed the fray more than did the editors.
'Tom, Dick and Harry'! were Henry Mugridge, Marcus Katz
and Griff Williams. They were also their own most
vitrolic opponents: 'Harry, Dick and Tom." They owned
both papers.”

In 1860, two pioneer publishers competed for the hon-

or of establishing San Bernardinot's first newspaper.
(Ses Page 13)




