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[EDITOR’S COLUMAN

HE old Washington hand press that print-

ed San Bernardino's first two newspapers

is now on exhibit in the Ford Museum at
Dearborn, Michigan. Shipped to California
in 1851, via Cape Hom, it was used in tum
by the San Diego Herald, San Bernardino
Herald, San Bernardino Patriot, Esmeralda
Star at Aurora, Nevada, and the Inyo Ind-
ependent at Indepandence, California; where
it was discovered and purchased by Ford for
his museun,

The little press could print 100 pages,
or 25 four-page newspapers, an hour., Add
to this the time spent in setting type by
hand (the linotype was not developed until
the late 19th Century), and one would be
lucky to print 100 papers a day. This was
the main reason for "weekly" editions then.
It was almost impossible to print enough
"daily" newspapers on one small press to
show a profit,

By the late 1870's local print shops had
installed rotary, or cylinder, presses,
capable of turning out far more editions
an hour and daily newspapers came to San
Bernardino,

The coming of the telegraph also improv-
ed world-wide news. Local papers, at first
carried "telegraph" news items clipped from
other and larger newspapers, but by 18481
the local Index inaugurated direct service
to San Bernardino and its paper.

Most papers carried what are called
"Patent" insides. These sheets were print-
ed in Los Angeles or San Francisco and fur-
nished to local papers who would carry the
patent medicine advertising appearing on
the already printed sheets, Of course, a
small fee was involved and it did take less
typesetting to £ill the paper.,

Today improvements in typesetting, such
as the linotype, and in printing, especially
the Web press, have made possible the pub-
lishing of huge editions of newspapers at
great speed. But, somswhere along the line
of progress, the romance is gone.

We are fortunate to have many of these
old papers on microfilm, Reading them can
afford one many hours of pleasure and a
chuckle now and then from the editorials,
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