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publisher of the Los Angeles Star. It proved to

be one of the finest newspapers San Bernardino
has ever had, for its pages were filled with int-
eresting news extolling the virtues of the Coun-

THE SAN BERNARDINGO CITY PRESS ty's mines, roads and agriculture activities.
(Continued from Page 13) Hamilton, however received little or no support
from city businessmen and the paper led a precar-
iour existance. In May, 1867 he sold it to F. J.
G. Margetson and Sydney P. Waite and retired from
Journalism to raise fruit at San Gatriel. E. A.
Nisbet became a part owner in 1869 and at different
times Waite, E. G. Harper, Joseph Brown and J. A.
"Josh" Talbot were partners in the publication.

It was Talbot, while serving as editor of the
Guardian in 1870, who started one of the biggest
hoaxes ever to appear in western history, The son
of a Baltimore judge, and a world-wide traveller
while still in his teens, Talbot had been in Greece
vwhen Lord Byron died, served as a first lieutenant
: = in the Mexican War, had been blown up in the steam~
Typical galleon, late 16th century. er Gal_______,wston edited half a dozen newspapers and
enjoyed the privilage of reading his own obituary
after his death had been erroneously reported.

According to Talbot, in a news item appearing in both the Guardian and Los Angeles
Star, he had been with a party of explorers who discovered a Spanish galleon stranded in
the Imperial Valley desert. The story went that since the valley used to be a part of
the Gulf of Califarnia during the 1l6th Century, this craft was one of the Manila-borne
galleons that entered the gulf during a bad storm. After sailing to the northern end
of the gulf, she was anchored there when a big earthquake threw up a dyke, cutting off
that part of the gulf from the open sea. There was nothing for the crew to do but aband-
on ship with a million doubloons on board.

Although no follow-up story ever appeared in the contemporary 3
press, and Talbot later admitted the story was a hoax in 1885, %‘
followed by Philip Johnston's expose article in a 1934 issue of .
Westways, there are still those who swear the yarn is true and f\ o ?
articles continue to appear in print repeating the story and ,;.:.

attesting to its veracity.

On October 31, 1874, Arthur Kearney bought the Guardian and
changed it from a weekly to a daily publication on January 1,
1875, But by 1876, the Bank of California
failed, plunging not only San Bernardino but
the entire state into a sewere depression,
and the Guardian was forced out of business.

Fortunately San Bermardino boasted two
other newspapers when the Guardian folded;
the Argus and the Times. As L. Burr Belden
later wrote: “"In the 1870's one could start
a newspaper with little more capital than
it took to open a small grocery store, and
from 1875 until World War I there were few
times when San Bernardino did not have a
number of little competing papers."

One such sheet was the Argus, founded in

January, 1873, by William H. Gould, which
vy T (See Page 17)




